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37-45 Paul Street 
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4 May 2022  

Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

Complaint Vs Sainsbury’s Advert for “Responsibly Sourced Salmon”  

 

Please consider this a formal complaint against the following advertisement by Sainsbury’s 

which was published in iNews on 23/24 April 2022.     

 

 
 

A better copy was Tweeted online here by Sue Everett on 24 April 2022.    
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. 

 

A video advert on Facebook by Sainsbury’s dated 6 April 2022 repeats the “responsibly” sourced 

claim with specific reference to certification by the Aquaculture Stewardship Council (ASC).   

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/sainsburys/videos/391433905874419
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Various posts on Facebook by the ASC have falsely promoted the idea that farmed salmon is 

“responsible”: 
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The advert published in iNews on 23/24 April 2022 appears to have been published on the back 

of a new marketing campaign launched by Sainsbury’s on 5 April 2022 which falsely claims that 

Scottish salmon is “both environmentally and socially responsible” (with reference to both the 

ASC and the corrupted RSPCA Assured scheme): 

 

. 

 

This complaint follows a complaint and hard evidence filed by Scottish Salmon Watch against 

‘responsible’ salmon farming in November 2021:  

 

Irresponsibly Farmed Scottish Salmon - Complaints Filed Vs Supermarkets with Advertising & 

Trading Standards!  

 

Complaint to the Advertising Standards Authority Vs ‘Responsibly Farmed’ Mowi Scottish 

salmon as advertised by Tesco & Sainsbury’s 

 

Media Backgrounder: Irresponsibly Farmed Scottish Salmon 

 

Complaint to the Competition & Markets Authority and Trading Standards Vs Supermarkets 

(Aldi, ASDA, Lidl, M&S, Morrisons, Sainsbury’s, Tesco & Waitrose) for deceptive marketing 

of ‘Responsibly Farmed’ & ‘Responsibly Sourced’ Scottish Salmon  

 

Hard Evidence Submitted with CMA & Trading Standards Complaint  

 

Supermarkets Investigated by Competition and Markets Authority - "Responsibly 

Farmed/Sourced" Green Claims Questioned! 
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Bullshit Called on M&S's "Responsibly Sourced" Scottish Salmon!  

 

Gotcha: Mowi's "Responsibly Farmed" Scottish Salmon Caught in Advertising Standards Net!  

 

 
 

 

Since November 2021, further evidence demonstrating the irresponsible nature of ASC-certified 

salmon farming has been published:  

 

Exposed: 40 Million+ Litres of Toxic Hydrogen Peroxide Used on ‘Responsibly Farmed’, 

RSPCA Assured & ‘Organic’ Scottish Salmon Since 2016! 

 

1.8 Million Morts Reported on Scottish Fish Farms Already in 2022!  

 

Revealed: 30+ Million Dead Scottish Salmon Since 2017 - over 8 million morts reported last 

year & over half a million in first two weeks of 2022!! 

 

The Ferret/Sunday National: "Use of Drugs At Fish Farms Rises 50 Times in Six Years" 

 

Drug Addict Alert: Scottish Salmon's Fifty-Fold Increase in Antibiotics Since 2016! 
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Media Backgrounder: "Mowi's Increasing Disease Problems Drives Increases in Antibiotic Use" 

 

Toxic Scottish Salmon - Chemical Use Doubles Since 2018! 

 

Mowi's "Woes in Scotland" - Disease & Deaths Cause £5.6 Million Losses! 

 

Bullshit Called on Mowi's "Sustainability" Claims! 

 

Complaint vs Ocado & Sainsbury's 'Organic' Scottish Salmon "Farmed Responsibly" by Mowi 

Filed with Trading & Advertising Standards 

 

Mowi Challenged to Back Up 'Green Claims' (After Ocado Pass the Buck)! 

 

Mowi's Pure Bullshit (#1 in a regular series): "hardly any chemical treatments at all" 

 

ASC-Certified/Audited Mass Mortalities Pile Up at Lousy Mowi & Scottish Sea Farms! 

 

Mowi's 'Host' With the Most....Toxic Chemicals & Antibiotics (certified as "responsibly farmed" 

by the ASC)!  

 

 ASC cancel Mowi certifications due to exceedances of antibiotics use, escape & "administrative 

reasons"!  

 

 Mass mortalities at ASC-certified Mowi! 

 

Greenwashing 'Sustainable' Salmon - how supermarkets brand themselves as "responsible" via 

ClientEarth! 
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$camon $cotland reported in March 2022: 
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$camon $cotland reported in February 2022: 
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$camon $cotland reported in February 2022: 
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Scottish Salmon Watch (renamed $camon $cotland on 1 February 2022) reported in January 

2022: 

 

Mowi's Caolas a Deas East salmon farm in Loch Shell (another site currently being audited by 

the Aquaculture Stewardship Council) has reported a shocking 24 doses of toxic chemicals since 

January 2019 including doses of Azamethipos, Deltamethrin and Emamectin benzoate all in the 

month of August 2021!:  
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Another Mowi salmon farm in Loch Duich (a site located within a Special Area of Conservation 

and currently being audited by the Aquaculture Stewardship Council) reported three consecutive 

doses of the lobster-killing chemical Deltamethrin between July and September 2021 and three 

consecutive doses of lobster-killing Azamethiphos between June and August 2019:  

 

 Mowi's ASC-certified salmon farm at MacLeans Nose in Loch Sunart has reported a crustacean-

killing 23 doses of toxic chemicals since January 2018 including the triple whammy of 

Azamethiphos, Deltamethrin and Emamectin benzoate use in August 2021 and 10 doses of toxic 

chemicals in the first nine months of 2021:  

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/open-letter-to-the-asc-please-cancel-all-certification-of-toxic-scottish-salmon-.html
https://www.hi.no/en/hi/news/2020/september/nye-labforsoek-viser-lusemiddelet-deltametrin-er-svaert-giftig-for-hummerlarver
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/10375419/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/open-letter-to-the-asc-please-cancel-all-certification-of-toxic-scottish-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/.a/6a016766faffa0970b0278806786c3200d-pi
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/.a/6a016766faffa0970b0282e1402c9f200b-pi


Mowi's Grey Horse Channel salmon farm (another site currently being audited by the 

Aquaculture Stewardship Council) has reported a staggering 20 doses of toxic chenicals since 

May 2019 including doses of both Emamectin benzoate and Azamethiphos in September 2021 

with doses of Azamethiphos used in May, June, August and September 2021 with Emamectin 

benzoate used in July 2021:  
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Scottish Salmon Watch reported in January 2022: 

Data published by the Scottish Government last week (12 January 2022) shows that mass 

mortalities at salmon farms in Scotland exceeded 700,000 in December alone (data only 

published until mid December) - here's the largest 'Mass Mortality Events' reported to the Fish 

Health Inspectorate by salmon farming companies (headed by The Scottish Salmon Company 

and Mowi) including 44,328 morts at ASC-audited Camus Glas (Mowi):  

 

 

 

Case Information' published by the Scottish Government's Fish Health Inspectorate on 6 January 

2022 gives an insight into how Mowi is disposing of their 150,000+ dead bodies at their ASC-
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certified salmon farm off the Isle of Rum - via the Aqua Scotia 'well-boat' (aka 'sick-boat') to 

Shetland (Cases 2021-0415, p129-131): 
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Scottish Salmon Watch wrote to the Aquaculture Stewardship Council in January 2022: 

 

 
 

“Scottish Salmon Watch has serious concerns over the certification of toxic and disease-ridden 

Scottish salmon as "farmed responsibly" via the Aquaculture Stewardship Council,” wrote 

Scottish Salmon Watch.  “Surely the ASC is guilty of false advertising over your logo in relation 

to the certification of pharmed salmon?  If the ASC was being more honest with consumers it 

would use the advertising and marketing logo "farmed irresponsibly".” 
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“In view of the ASC's certification of Mowi's toxic, lice-infested and mortality-laden salmon 

farms, perhaps you should seriously think about deleting "farmed responsibly" in your marketing 

and advertising before falling foul of the regulators?” suggested Scottish Salmon Watch.  

“Certifying salmon farms with mortality rates in excess of 20% makes a mockery of the ASC's 

salmon standards.” 

 

Scottish Salmon Watch reported in January 2022: 
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 Scottish Salmon Watch reported in December 2021: 

 
 

The latest mortality data was published by the Scottish Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate 

on 1 April 2022 – with Mowi (the only company currently certified via the ASC supplying 

Scottish salmon) filing 101 ‘Mortality Event Reports’ between 8 November 2021 and 3 March 

2022 totaling 2.3 million dead salmon.  Here are ‘Mortality Event Reports’ for Mowi salmon 

farms already certified as ‘responsibly farmed’ via the ASC or currently undergoing an audit:   
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Despite being ridden with infectious disease and dosed with antibiotics, Mowi’s Ardinoul 

salmon farm was awarded ASC certification on 20 April 2022 with Mowi’s Lochalsh (Sron) 

salmon farm awarded ASC certification on 28 March 2022.   
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How can ASC-certified Scottish salmon be advertised and marketed by Sainsbury’s (and other 

retailers) as “responsibly sourced” when mortality rates, disease problems, toxic chemical use 

and use of antibiotics are so high?  

 

The latest data on sea lice infestation rates published in April 2022 by the Scottish Government 

also highlights problems at Mowi’s ASC certified and ASC audited salmon farms: 

 

 
 

 

How can it be deemed “responsible” to source from salmon farms infested with parasites which 

peer-reviewed science has shown can be lethal to wild fish? 
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Salmon & Trout Conservation Scotland reported last week (27 April 2022): 

 

 
 

 
 

The article by Andrew Graham-Stewart continues: 
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In conclusion, $camon $cotland reiterates the hard evidence submitted in November 2021 and 

alerts the ASA to new data on the irresponsible use of antibiotics and chemicals; mass mortalities 

of farmed salmon and cleaner fish; and lice infestation on ASC-certified salmon farms.  

Sainsbury’s is clearly guilty of deceptive advertising and should be forced to remove all adverts 

claiming to source from “responsible” salmon farms in newspapers, Facebook and other media.    

 

 
 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/11/irresponsibly-farmed-scottish-salmon-complaints-filed-vs-supermarkets-with-advertising-trading-stand.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/12/70000-sign-petition-vs-responsibly-sourced-scottish-salmon-sold-by-sainsburys-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/12/70000-sign-petition-vs-responsibly-sourced-scottish-salmon-sold-by-sainsburys-.html


 
 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/.a/6a016766faffa0970b026bdf00da34200c-pi
https://vimeo.com/641105049/28e622bacc


Over 70,000 people have signed a petition shaming Sainsbury’s for their unsustainable and 

irresponsible farmed salmon:  

 

 
 

Please send Sainsbury’s the crystal clear message that they cannot continue misleading 

consumers about the provenance of farmed salmon.  No amount of greenwashing by the ASC, 

RSPCA Assured and supermarket advertisers can hide the fact that Scottish salmon farming is 

inherently unsustainable and irresponsible.   

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Don Staniford 

 

Director, $camon $cotland (formerly Scottish Salmon Watch) 
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