








The facts about salmon farming

Pollution

Seme observers have claimed that the waste from
the site will be similar to that of a small town, this is
incorrect. Fish feeding and excreting in the marine
environment is a totally natural process. There is no
meaningful comparison to be made between the
metabolic wastes arising from a salmon farm and
that of a town or city, of any size. Atlantic farmed
salmon are cold blooded creatures and output from
their metabolism does not contain any of the harmful
micro-organisms that are associated with sewage
from humans, livestock or industrial processes.

Thus, the waste does not have to be “treated” or
“disposed” of. It is quickly and naturally broken
down into its component parts and absorbed by
marine metabalic processes to become part of the
flora and fauna of the eco-system of Galway Bay.

The potential depositional impacts arising from the
proposed farm were studied in detail as part of the
environmental assessment and they demonstrated
that the predicted levels of sedimentation will be
very low, especially when wind and wave action
are factored in, as would be expected given the
energetic nature of the location of the farms.

A suitable location

The location of the proposed development

was selected following an extensive analysis of
alternatives and was chosen as it represents a
very suitable site for salmon culture. It is located
in a highly flushed area with the ability to absorb
the farm input. It is an appropriate distance from
river mouths and Natura 2000 protected sites.

Concerns were also raised that the site would be

too rough to operate safely or profitably and that

the wave climate estimates were not adeguate.

We would respond that the wave climate models
generated were backed up both by real measured
historic data from nearby locations, apprapriate
meteorolagical data sets and top class near zone and
far zane wave models. Taken together, these data have
generated predictions of an high order of reliability.
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Visual impact

An extensive landscape and visual impact assessment was
carried out and apart from short viewing opportunities
by ferry users and commercial shipping traffic, visual

and landscape assessments should be confined to those
for the southern site from Inis Oirr. The Northern Site

will not be visible from Inis Qirr or indeed any other

point on the land. The proposed Deep Sea Fish Farm

will be subject to detailed conditions and mitigation
measures on the layout, design and environmental
management standards of the production units.

Scale

BIM has repeatedly stated that the 15,000 tonne
production target of the proposed farm will

be build up gradually and that both statutory
and voluntary monitaring regimes will work to
detect any adverse environmental impacts long
before they would become problematic.

BIM has also committed to warking with the licence
holder and statutory authorities in the evaluation

of environmental performance, committing to
taking appropriate actions in the unlikely event any
impacts are detected and communication through
the publishing of an annual environmental report.

We now know that appropriately
sited and responsibly managed
salmon farms do not have a
detrimental effect on wild stocks
and it is time for all stakeholders
with a genuine interest in supporting
Ireland’s coastal communities and
the marine sector to throw their
weight behind BIM's proposal for
a new sustainable organic certified
salmon farm in Galway Bay.
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