
 
 

Scottish Government 

Via email: directormarinescotland@gov.scot  

         21 February 2020 

 

Review re. FOI-19-02626 - BMK08 & Ectosan 

 

Please consider this a formal request for a review of the Scottish Government's refusal dated 

19 December 2019 to Scottish Salmon Watch's FOI request dated 5 December 2019 

(enclosed via the Appendix).   

 

Scottish Salmon Watch strongly objects to the Scottish Government's refusal which cited 

commercial confidentiality; namely claiming they had no information on BMK08 and could 

not disclose information on Ectosan "because disclosure of this particular information would, 

or likely to, prejudice substantially the confidentiality of commercial information provided by 

Benchmark Holdings plc and thus case substantial harm to their commercial interests":  

 

 



 
 

Scottish Salmon Watch considers such a blanket refusal unreasonable and does not see an 

overriding public interest in protecting commercial or industrial information.  The public 

interest is surely served best by disclosing specific details including the active ingredients in 

BMK08 & Ectosan.  Secret trials took place two decades ago in Scotland in relation to 

Calicide (Teflubenzuron) and that did not end well.   

 

The public case for disclosure is much stronger than the case for protecting commercial 

confidentiality.   It is obvious that Benchmark (as the manufacturer of BMK08 & Ectosan) is 

a company which wants to maximise investment, profit and economic returns by delaying 

disclosure.   

 

However, the Scottish Government's duty is not to the shareholders of Benchmark but to the 

Scottish marine environment and the Scottish public whose livelihoods may be impacted by 

the Norwegian and other foreign investors controlling Benchmark.   

 

Benchmark's largest shareholders are listed (as of 29 October 2019) as: 

 

 

https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/13213139.the-drug-thats-meant-to-save-salmon-but-is-killing-the-creatures-on-the-ocean-floor/
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/13213139.the-drug-thats-meant-to-save-salmon-but-is-killing-the-creatures-on-the-ocean-floor/
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/13213139.the-drug-thats-meant-to-save-salmon-but-is-killing-the-creatures-on-the-ocean-floor/
https://www.benchmarkplc.com/investors/significant-shareholders/
https://www.benchmarkplc.com/investors/significant-shareholders/


 
 

 
  

 

Indeed, it is wholly evident that Benchmark has actively sought public and private investment 

in BMK08 & Ectosan (which may or may not be one of the same - it is impossible to be sure 

given the extent of confidentiality) through published media reports and press comments.      

 

For example, here's Benchmark's promotion of BMK08 to the general public and investors 

via media reports and published investor updates (you could find more via Googling):  

 

Undercurrent News reported (2 December 2019): 

 

https://www.undercurrentnews.com/2019/12/02/benchmark-breakthrough-salmon-lice-treatment-combo-could-be-available-by-end-of-2020/
https://www.marketscreener.com/BENCHMARK-HOLDINGS-PLC-15271994/company/
https://www.benchmarkplc.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/AR_2018_Final_240119_WEB-1.pdf


 
 

 
 

https://www.undercurrentnews.com/2019/12/02/benchmark-breakthrough-salmon-lice-treatment-combo-could-be-available-by-end-of-2020/
https://www.undercurrentnews.com/2019/12/02/benchmark-breakthrough-salmon-lice-treatment-combo-could-be-available-by-end-of-2020/


 
 

 
 

 

Fish Farming Expert reported in October 2018: 

 

https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/two-year-wait-for-next-generation-lice-treatment/
https://www.undercurrentnews.com/2019/12/02/benchmark-breakthrough-salmon-lice-treatment-combo-could-be-available-by-end-of-2020/
https://www.undercurrentnews.com/2019/12/02/benchmark-breakthrough-salmon-lice-treatment-combo-could-be-available-by-end-of-2020/


 
 

 

https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/two-year-wait-for-next-generation-lice-treatment/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/two-year-wait-for-next-generation-lice-treatment/


 
 

 

Benchmark's submission to the Scottish Parliament's salmon farming inquiry in 2018 

included: 

 

 
 

 

The Fish Site reported in March 2018: 

 

https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Rural/Benchmark_Holdings.pdf
https://thefishsite.com/articles/innovative-treatment-system-gets-an-upgrade
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/two-year-wait-for-next-generation-lice-treatment/
http://www.parliament.scot/S5_Rural/Benchmark_Holdings.pdf


 
 

 
 

https://thefishsite.com/articles/innovative-treatment-system-gets-an-upgrade
https://thefishsite.com/articles/innovative-treatment-system-gets-an-upgrade


 
 

 

Fish Farming Expert reported in December 2017:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/new-lice-bath-8216-100-effective-8217-and-pollution-free/
https://thefishsite.com/articles/innovative-treatment-system-gets-an-upgrade


 

 
 

 

https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/new-lice-bath-8216-100-effective-8217-and-pollution-free/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/new-lice-bath-8216-100-effective-8217-and-pollution-free/


 
 

 

Proactive Investors reported (20 December 2019): 

 

 
 

 
 

The Fish Site reported (30 January 2020): 

https://www.proactiveinvestors.co.uk/companies/news/909625/benchmark-heartened-by-progress-towards-launch-of-bmk08-in-otherwise-challenging-year-909625.html
https://thefishsite.com/articles/benchmark-seeks-millions-more-for-novel-sea-lice-treatments
https://vimeo.com/229595994
https://www.proactiveinvestors.co.uk/companies/news/909625/benchmark-heartened-by-progress-towards-launch-of-bmk08-in-otherwise-challenging-year-909625.html
https://www.proactiveinvestors.co.uk/companies/news/909625/benchmark-heartened-by-progress-towards-launch-of-bmk08-in-otherwise-challenging-year-909625.html


 

 
 

https://thefishsite.com/articles/benchmark-seeks-millions-more-for-novel-sea-lice-treatments


 

 

https://thefishsite.com/articles/benchmark-seeks-millions-more-for-novel-sea-lice-treatments
https://thefishsite.com/articles/benchmark-seeks-millions-more-for-novel-sea-lice-treatments


 
 

Intrafish reported (30 January 2020): 

 

 
 

https://www.intrafish.com/finance/aquaculture-biotech-group-benchmark-raises-50-million-to-launch-new-sealice-treatment/2-1-747150
https://thefishsite.com/articles/benchmark-seeks-millions-more-for-novel-sea-lice-treatments
https://www.intrafish.com/finance/aquaculture-biotech-group-benchmark-raises-50-million-to-launch-new-sealice-treatment/2-1-747150


 
 

 

 

Proactive Investors reported (5 February 2020): 

 

https://www.proactiveinvestors.co.uk/companies/news/912245/benchmark-team-discuss-43mln-raise-and-commercial-development-of-cleantreat-912245.html
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1222917951654854656


 
 

 
 

Insider Media reported (17 February 2020): 

 

https://www.insidermedia.com/news/yorkshire/benchmark-holdings-raises-6.6m
https://www.proactiveinvestors.co.uk/companies/news/912245/benchmark-team-discuss-43mln-raise-and-commercial-development-of-cleantreat-912245.html
https://www.proactiveinvestors.co.uk/companies/news/912245/benchmark-team-discuss-43mln-raise-and-commercial-development-of-cleantreat-912245.html


 
 

https://www.insidermedia.com/news/yorkshire/benchmark-holdings-raises-6.6m


 
 

 

 

Morningstar reported (17 February 2020): 

 

https://www.morningstar.co.uk/uk/news/AN_1581945587171624200/benchmark-raises-gbp66-million-in-share-open-offer.aspx
https://www.insidermedia.com/news/yorkshire/benchmark-holdings-raises-6.6m


 

 
 

 

The Fish Site reported (17 February 2020): 

 

https://thefishsite.com/articles/benchmark-raises-43-million-for-sea-lice-treatments
https://www.morningstar.co.uk/uk/news/AN_1581945587171624200/benchmark-raises-gbp66-million-in-share-open-offer.aspx
https://www.morningstar.co.uk/uk/news/AN_1581945587171624200/benchmark-raises-gbp66-million-in-share-open-offer.aspx


 

 
 

 

 

 

https://thefishsite.com/articles/benchmark-raises-43-million-for-sea-lice-treatments
https://thefishsite.com/articles/benchmark-raises-43-million-for-sea-lice-treatments


 

 

Undercurrent News reported (18 February 2020): 

 

 
 

https://www.undercurrentnews.com/2020/02/18/benchmark-raises-43m-to-scale-up-sea-lice-treatment/
https://www.undercurrentnews.com/2020/02/18/benchmark-raises-43m-to-scale-up-sea-lice-treatment/


 
 

 

Seafood Source reported (18 February 2020): 

 

 
 

https://www.seafoodsource.com/news/business-finance/benchmark-raises-usd-8-6-million-through-share-open-offer
https://www.undercurrentnews.com/2020/02/18/benchmark-raises-43m-to-scale-up-sea-lice-treatment/
https://www.seafoodsource.com/news/business-finance/benchmark-raises-usd-8-6-million-through-share-open-offer


 
 

 

The public interest is surely better served by disclosure rather than the dubious excuse of 

protecting commercial interests.   

 

Surely the Scottish Government should be placing marine protection ahead of the protection 

of economic interests? 

 

It seems that the Scottish Government, by aiding and abetting privacy, are effectively 

promoting rogue/insider trading.   Benchmark, by failing to publicly disclose basic 

information on BMK08 & Ectosan, are guilty of potentially misleading investors and the 

public alike.    

 

Surely the public has a right to know what BMK08 actually is; how it is going to be used and 

how it is going to be discharged in Scotland?   Only then, with full disclosure, can investors 

and the public make a wholly informed decision as to the acceptability of BMK08 & Ectosan.    

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Don Staniford 

 

Director of Scottish Salmon Watch  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.seafoodsource.com/news/business-finance/benchmark-raises-usd-8-6-million-through-share-open-offer


Appendix: 
 

 

 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Thu, Dec 5, 2019 at 11:05 AM 

Subject: FOI re. BMK08 & Ectosan since 1 January 2018 

To: ceu@scotland.gsi.gov.uk  

 

Please provide information on BMK08 and Ectosan (which may be one of the same) since 1 

January 2018.   

 

As context, Undercurrent News reported (2 December 2019): 

 

"UK animal health and genetics services provider Benchmark Holdings has set a rough 

guideline for the full commercial release of its anticipated sea lice treatment product, with the 

regulatory process "progressing towards approval in late calendar year 2020. 

The product candidate, named BMK08, has continued to show around 99% effectiveness as 

well as "excellent animal welfare and environmental credentials" in tests, Benchmark said in 

its Q4 financial update. 

"There is increasing recognition in the industry of the breakthrough nature of our solution and 

growing interest from customers while the regulatory approval process is progressing 

according to plan," the firm said. 

Nevertheless, revenues from commercial-scale field trials were lower than in 2018, as the 

program of trials for BMK08 draws to a close. 

Meanwhile, the company's CleanTreat system, which won the Aquaculture Innovation award 

at AquaNor 2019, is also planned to move from trial mode to full commercial release next 

year. 

CleanTreat, a water purification system, removes organic material and medicines from 

salmon treatment water before releasing the water back to the sea. In this way, Benchmark 

hopes it can remove treatment-resistant sea lice from farms, preventing them from spreading 

and building resistance among other lice. 

"During the year the group made good progress towards the launch of product candidate 

BMK08 which, together with its co-dependant technology CleanTreat, has the potential to be 

transformational for the industry, delivering a solution with zero environmental impact to one 

of the industry's biggest challenges," said executive chairman Peter George in the firm's 

update. 

"The company is considering the optimal strategy to take CleanTreat from trial to 

commercial-scale given its importance to product candidate BMK08 and its broader industry-

mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
https://www.undercurrentnews.com/2019/12/02/benchmark-breakthrough-salmon-lice-treatment-combo-could-be-available-by-end-of-2020/


wide applications," George added, "including alternative funding strategies with support from 

its major shareholders". 

In Chile this year Benchmark claims to have seen increased sales of its existing sea lice 

treatment, Salmosan, which it said is indicative of the potential demand for BMK08." 

Fish Farming Expert reported (4 December 2019): 

"Innovations include its CleanTreat system for cleaning water used in salmon treatments, and 

a new lice treatment, BMK08. 

Although BMK08 must be used in conjunction with CleanTreat, the CleanTreat system can 

be used on its own to remove other chemicals from treatment water. CleanTreat has been on 

commercial trial in Norway, but neither it nor BMK08 have yet gained permission for general 

use." 

Proactive Investors reported (29 November 2019): 

"George said that during the year the group made good progress towards the launch of 

product candidate BMK08, its next-generation sea lice treatment. The group believes that this 

product, together with its co-dependant purification technology CleanTreat, has the potential 

to be transformational for the industry, delivering a solution with zero environmental impact. 

"The company is considering the optimal strategy to take CleanTreat from trial to 

commercial-scale given its importance to product candidate BMK08 and its broader industry-

wide applications,” George revealed." 

In a 'Trading Update' issued on 29 November 2019, Benchmark detailed: 

 

https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/pye-says-goodbye-to-benchmark/
https://www.proactiveinvestors.co.uk/companies/news/908147/benchmark-holdings-considering-the-optimal-strategy-to-commercialise-cleantreat-908147.html
https://www.benchmarkplc.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Trading-update-presentation-2811-final-1.pdf


 

 

It is unclear to Scottish Salmon Watch if BMK08 is the same product as Benchmark's 

'Ectosan' which has been the subject of previous FOIs. 

 

The Fish Site reported in March 2018: 

 

"There are at least two new products it could bring to market and I think it could open the 

door to other products not yet considered – perhaps from other areas, depending on 

regulations,” he said [ John Marshall, head of Benchmark Animal Health].    

 

Please consider this a request for information under the relevant FOI and Environmental 

Information regulations.   

 

Please provide this information electronically. 

 

Please provide a receipt for this information. 

 

Best fishes, 

 

Don Staniford 

 

Director, Scottish Salmon Watch  

https://thefishsite.com/articles/innovative-treatment-system-gets-an-upgrade


 

 

Here's the Scottish Government's non reply (unsigned, undated and not even on letterhead!): 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 



 
 



 
 



 
 

 
 


