
Media Backgrounder: Chris Packham & R$PCA A$$ured $cottish $camon (October 2023) 

 

The Sunday Mail reported (15 October 2023):  
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Reacting to The Sunday Mail article, Don Staniford, Director of $camon $cotland, said:  

 

“The RSPCA must pull the plug on the shameless welfare-washing of Scottish salmon via 

RSPCA Assured.  Certifying salmon farms in Scotland as 'responsible' is destroying the 

credibility of the RSPCA.  The RSPCA should return the blood money it rakes in from deadly 

salmon farming.  Anyone seeing the shocking video evidence and horrific death rates cannot 

escape the conclusion that Scottish salmon farming is inherently irresponsible.  RSPCA president 

Chris Packham can stop the suffering of tens of millions of fish by rescinding RSPCA Assured 

accreditation of Scottish salmon.  Salmon farming in Scotland is dead in the warming water - 

instead of throwing it a lifeline via RSPCA Assured the RSPCA should campaign for the closure 

of all Scottish salmon farms.  Until this lethal industry is shut down completely, consumers 

should boycott all RSPCA Assured Scottish salmon.” 

 

 

https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/chris-packham-calls-scots-salmon-31188357
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In February 2020, The Sunday Times reported on how the RSPCA was paid £513,000 by salmon 

farming companies to welfare-wash Scottish salmon in 2019 (up 15% from £446,481 in 2018 

and 9% more than the £468,808 paid in 2017): 
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The Sunday Times reported earlier in February 2020: 

 

 
 

More via: 

Video Exclusive: Dr Lynne Sneddon on Welfare Abuse on Scottish Salmon Farms  

Welfare Abuse on Scottish Salmon Farms - Legal Action Vs Scottish Ministers & Salmon 

Farming Companies 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/sunday-times-scientist-hits-out-at-rspca-for-backing-scottish-salmon-farms-.html
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Chris Packham’s “I’m on it” Tweet in February 2020 came in response to an open letter to the 

RSPCA from Scottish Salmon Watch calling for an end to the certification of Scottish Salmon 

via RSPCA Assured: 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/ChrisGPackham/status/1225947833452371968
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In December 2020, Chris Packham (then a vice president of the RSPCA) was asked via Twitter 

if his “urgent liaison” had developed a new RSPCA position on salmon farming: 

 

 
 

Chris Packham’s book (with Megan McCubbin) – ‘Back to Nature’ – published in December 

2020 described salmon farming as a “grim apocalypse” and an “ugly and unacceptable welfare 

issue”: 
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Despite Chris Packham’s negative comments (as vice president of the RSPCA), the RSPCA and 

RSPCA Assured continued to support salmon farming and in February 2021 published the 

“RSPCA welfare standards for farmed Atlantic salmon” (authored by a who’s who of salmon 

farmers including representatives of Mowi, Scottish Sea Farms, Loch Duart, Cooke, Bakkafrost, 

Salmon Scotland and Hendrix). 

 

 
 

Read more via: 

Shock drone footage show thousands of dead fish being hauled out the water at 'zombie' scandal 

salmon farm 

Responsibly farmed? Investigation the certification of Scottish farmed salmon 

Welfare charity ‘satisfied’ with Skye fish farm after ‘zombie salmon’ complaint 

Disturbing 'zombie salmon' seen at UK fish farm as welfare probe launched 

Leaked Videos Expose Welfare Nightmare of RSPCA Assured Scottish Salmon 

RSPCA Assured Scottish salmon exposed  

Rest Assured - the RSPCA has been captured, co-opted & corrupted by the Salmafia 

RSPCA Sponsored Welfare Abuse of Salmon Farms - A Guide to Getting Away with Mass 

Murder (Theriocide)! 

RSPCA Sponsored Seal Killing Continues Despite US Ban? 

Whitewashing Welfare Abuse of Scottish Salmon (as sponsored via RSPCA, SSPCA & APHA)  

Sunday Times: "Scientist hits out at RSPCA for backing Scottish salmon farms"  
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https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/disturbing-zombie-salmon-seen-uk-30588189
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-fishyleaks-leaked-videos-expose-welfare-nightmare-of-rspca-assured-3-feb-2023.pdf
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In November 2021 (during COP26), Chris Packham suggested “getting rid of those highly 

polluting, nasty salmon farms” on BBC Radio Scotland – listen online here 
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https://www.facebook.com/salmonfreefalklands/posts/292591442870321/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/live/world-59156491


In October 2022, $camon $cotland wrote to the RSPCA reiterating the call to rescind 

certification of Scottish salmon via RSPCA Assured.   

 

 
 

In December 2022, Chris Packham Tweeted: 
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In May 2023, Chris Packham became president of the RSPCA after almost 15 years as a vice 

president. 

 

In August 2023, Attenti ‘Executive Recruitment Services’ advertised for an Executive Director 

of RSPCA Assured (after interim chief Mike Baker quit) with final panel interviews taking place 

the week of 30 October 2023.  ‘Principal Accountabilities’ of the Executive Director of RSPCA 

Assured included:    

 

 
 

In September 2023, BBC Countryfile exposed welfare abuse inside RSPCA Assured salmon 

farms – including an interview with the RSPCA Assured’s Sean Black: 
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Watch on BBC Countryfle’s feature on salmon farming on iPlayer online here 
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The Ferret reported in September 2023: 
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WildFish reported in September 2023: 
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The Sunday Mail reported in September 2023: 
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The Daily Mail reported in July 2023: 
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Metro reported in July 2023: 

 

 
 

https://metro.co.uk/2023/07/31/zombie-salmon-prompt-government-investigation-into-scottish-farm-19220268/
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The RSPCA and RSPCA Assured reported in April 2022 (quoting Sean Black as senior scientific 

officer of aquaculture): “We have recently started updating our Atlantic salmon standards, and 

hopefully, they will be published early next year”.   

 

 
 

 

https://mcusercontent.com/fed73605395cc4837b93e28d3/files/e720b359-a7b8-63c6-af3f-3e4725163902/Message_from_FAD_Sean_Black_Spring_RSPCA_Assured_RSPCA_logos.pdf
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https://www.rspcaassured.org.uk/farm-animal-welfare/salmon-trout/


The RSPCA’s ‘Annual Review 2022’ stated (p8): “As part of the review of the salmon standards 

(due for publication in 2023), 277 amendments were made to further improve salmon welfare. 

These standards cover the entire lives of the fish from eggs through to slaughter, including 

transport”.   

 

Sean Black, like many RSPCA Assured staff, used to work for the salmon farming industry: 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Dr Ronnie Soutar, Head of Veterinary Services at Scottish Sea Farms (where Sean Black worked 

from 2017 to 2020), was the Chair of SSPCA (until he stepped down in May 2022) presiding 

over endemic welfare abuse at salmon farms. 

https://business.rspcaassured.org.uk/media/us1f3b33/rspcaass_a5_annualreview22_v13b.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/rspca-compromised-by-cash-industry-bias.html
https://scottishseafarms.com/news/fish-vet-appointed-chairperson-of-scotlands-animal-welfare-charity/
https://www.scottishspca.org/news/new-board-chair-announced
https://theferret.scot/salmon-vacasay-farm-whitewash/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sean-black-39929915b/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sean-black-39929915b/


Fish Farming Expert reported in October 2021: “All of Scotland’s salmon farmers are allied to 

RSPCA Assured and are included in the directory apart from Skye farmer Organic Sea Harvest, 

which is certified by the Soil Association and covered by the Association’s own welfare 

standards.” 

 

Fish Farming Expert reported in December 2022 that “all of Scotland’s salmon farmers are now 

members of the RSPCA Assured scheme”. 

 

RSPCA Assured reported in December 2022: “From egg to supermarket shelf, the life of an 

RSPCA Assured salmon is about three years long. The RSPCA Assured logo can only go on 

products which have been raised from birth to slaughter (referred to as harvest in salmon 

farming) to the RSPCA’s strict higher welfare standards”.   

 

According to Salmon Scotland’s website, “around 70 per cent of Scottish salmon are certified to 

the RSPCA Farm Assured scheme”:  

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/footprint-high-welfare-food-rspca-assured/scottish-salmon-included-in-rspca-push-for-caterers-to-use-high-welfare-food/1360983
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/malcolm-johnstone-rspca-assured-salmon-welfare/scottish-salmon-farming-welfare-leader-stepping-down-after-16-years/1464014
https://www.rspcaassured.org.uk/news-and-updates/posts/the-life-of-an-rspca-assured-salmon/
https://www.rspcaassured.org.uk/farm-animal-welfare/salmon-trout/
https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/facts/fish-welfare/what-is-rspca-assured
https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/facts/fish-welfare/what-is-rspca-assured


WildFish reported in 2017: 

 

 
 

The WildFish report – “RSPCA Assured certification of Scottish farmed salmon” - included: 

 

 

https://wildfish.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/RSPCA_Assured_report_2017_FINAL.pdf
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Criticism of Scottish salmon accredited via RSPCA Assured (known as Freedom Food before 

2015) has been ongoing for over a decade:   

https://thefishsite.com/articles/freedom-food-to-rebrand-as-rspca-assured
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https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/infested-fish-farm-gets-rspca-award-frvndpzr533
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https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2013/jan/16/freedom-foods-salmon-farming-standards
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2013/jan/16/freedom-foods-salmon-farming-standards


 
 

 

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/freedom-food-scheme-fig-leaf-for-farms-fln06d38hmc
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/freedom-food-scheme-fig-leaf-for-farms-fln06d38hmc


 
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u8eX_jAJVo0
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2015/12/dear-rspca-you-have-blood-on-your-hands.html


 
 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/sep/19/rspca-seal-charity-fish-farms-seals
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/sep/19/rspca-seal-charity-fish-farms-seals


 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/lice-infested-rspca-assured-mowi-all-sorts-of-problems-in-loch-erisort-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/04/be-sure-to-boycott-mowi-salmon-.html


 

 

https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1378949198180126720
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1378949198180126720


 
 

 
 

https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1378949198180126720
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/05/mass-mortalities-black-death-plague-at-mowi-on-skye-.html


 
 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/441103390
https://www.intrafish.com/sustainability/rspca-certification-group-launches-investigation-into-scottish-salmon-farms-following-activist-complaint/2-1-1042708


 
 

 

 
 

https://vimeo.com/835125595
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3AFf4kldVEM


 
 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/07/video-exclusive-secret-filming-exposes-horrific-welfare-abuse-inside-rspca-assured-scottish-salmon-f.html
https://plantbasednews.org/news/activism/investigation-scottish-salmon-slaughter-boats/
https://plantbasednews.org/news/activism/investigation-scottish-salmon-slaughter-boats/


 
 

 

 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/08/bakkafrost-is-the-king-of-death-in-scotland-as-certified-via-rpca-aured-.html
https://vimeo.com/849678927


 
 

 

https://vimeo.com/301824063
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/04/bad-advice-mcss-good-fish-guide-promotes-rspca-assured-asc-certified-pharmed-salmon-.html


 
 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/541222751
https://twitter.com/thegaaia/status/1394892058565959680


 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1335901143600406528
https://twitter.com/KarinKMacDee/status/1335965338647801857


 
 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/08/press-release-video-footage-exposes-vision-for-sustainable-aquaculture-as-a-welfare-nightmare.html
https://vimeo.com/854572118


 
 

 

https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1709543084587921669
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1705865364024807553


 
 

 

 

https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1705857711877792084
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1705197586942984648


 
 

 

 

Protestors will be outside the RSPCA’s head office in Horsham on Halloween (31 October 2023) 

asking the RSPCA to pull the plug on the horror story that is called RSPCA Assured Scottish 

salmon:  

 

End Salmon Farming: Join the Scottish Salmon Boycott - 'Digivan' Tour from London to 

Edinburgh (31 October to 6 November)  

 

More information via Don Staniford on 07771 541826 (salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com)  

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/10/join-the-scottish-salmon-boycott-digivan-tour-from-london-to-edinburgh-31-october-to-6-november-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/10/join-the-scottish-salmon-boycott-digivan-tour-from-london-to-edinburgh-31-october-to-6-november-.html
https://www.donstaniford.org/
mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
https://twitter.com/WildFishCons/status/1702215723391537196

