
Data Analysis - Lethal Scottish Salmon: the Norwegian-owned companies killing seals 

in Scotland! (1,000 seals slaughtered between 2011 and 2020) 

 

 
Summary: 

 

Over 1,000 seals have been killed by salmon farms since 2011 according to official statistics 

published online by the Scottish Government.  Norwegian-owned company Scottish Sea 

Farms leads the slaughter with 235 seals killed followed by Norwegian giant Mowi (known 

as Marine Harvest until 2019) with 185 seals killed and The Scottish Salmon Company (the 

Norwegian Government is the largest shareholder) with 182 seals killed.    

 

 
 

Download Excel spreadsheet summarizing the data online here 

 

Norwegian-owned Grieg Seafood (Hjaltland) has not officially reported a dead seal since 

2017 and only one since 2015 (up to Q3 2020) when ITV News exposed the lethal practice of 

shooting seals.  Mowi killed 123 seals between 2015 and 2020 with 87 killed by Scottish Sea 

Farms, 61 killed by The Scottish Salmon Company and 50 by Loch Duart.  

 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-licensing-seal-licensing-records-2011-present/pages/2020/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/2020-to-2011-data-analysed-feb-2021-1.xlsx
https://www.itv.com/news/2015-10-08/salmon-farmers-under-fire-for-shooting-seals
https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/seals
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/2020-to-2011-data-analysed-feb-2021-1.xlsx
https://www.itv.com/news/2015-10-08/salmon-farmers-under-fire-for-shooting-seals


Excel spreadsheets detailing seals killed by salmon farms in Scotland during 2020 (up to Q3 - 

data for Q4 is expected soon) was recently published by the Scottish Government online here 

 

 
 

Here's the 63 seals killed in 2020 by Scottish Sea Farms (22), The Scottish Salmon Company 

(17), Mowi (15), Loch Duart (5), Wester Ross Fisheries (2), Cooke (1) and Kames (1) during 

the first nine months of 2020 (Q4 data is not yet available): 

 

  

[Note that the Northern Salmon Management Group is a coalition of salmon farming and 

fisheries interests - the seals killed in Loch A Chairn Bhain are by Loch Duart and Wester 

Ross Fisheries operates salmon farms in Loch Broom, Little Loch Broom and Loch Kanaird] 

 

Data for the years 2011 to 2019 is published by the Scottish Government online here 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-licensing-seal-licensing-records-2011-present/pages/2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-licensing-seal-license-returns-2011-18/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-licensing-seal-licensing-records-2011-present/pages/2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-licensing-seal-licensing-records-2011-present/pages/2020/


 

Download a summary analysis by Scottish Salmon Watch of the 1,010 seals officially 

reported as killed by salmon farms from 2011 to 2020 (data up to Q3 2020) online here  

65 seals were officially killed by salmon farms in 2019 (Q4 2019 "missing" was only 

published by the Scottish Government on 15 February 2021) headed by Marine Harvest 

(Mowi) with 25, The Scottish Salmon Company (18), Scottish Sea Farms (13), Loch Duart 

(7) and Cooke (2): 

 

[Note re. the Northern Salmon Management Group - the seal killed at Calbha is by Loch 

Duart and the seal killed by NWSMG on 25 April 2019 is presumed to be killed by fisheries 

interests] 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/2020-to-2011-data-analysed-feb-2021-1.xlsx
https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-licensing-seal-license-returns-2011-18/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-licensing-seal-license-returns-2011-18/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-licensing-seal-license-returns-2011-18/


Here's the 54 seals killed in 2018 headed by Marine Harvest (Mowi) with 24 followed by 

Scottish Sea Farms (11) Cooke (9), The Scottish Salmon Company (6), Loch Duart (2) and 

Wester Ross Fisheries (2).  

 

 

[Note re. the Northern Salmon Management Group - the seals killed at Calbha and Oldany 

are by Loch Duart and Wester Ross Fisheries operates salmon farms in Loch Broom, Little 

Loch Broom and Loch Kanaird] 

 

Here's the 49 seals killed in 2017 headed by Loch Duart (15) followed by Marine 

Harvest/Mowi (13), Scottish Sea Farms (12), The Scottish Salmon Company (7), Cooke (1) 

and Hjaltland/Grieg Seafood (1).    

 

 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-licensing-seal-license-returns-2011-18/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-licensing-seal-license-returns-2011-18/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-licensing-seal-license-returns-2011-18/


[Note re. the North & North West Salmon Management Group - the seals killed at Calbha, 

Badcall Bay, Outer Bay and Loch A Chain Bain are by Loch Duart and the seal killed by 

NWSMG in Q1 is presumed to be killed by fisheries interests] 

 

Here's the 65 seals killed in 2016 headed by Marine Harvest (Mowi) with 26 followed by 

Scottish Sea Farms (14), Loch Duart (12), Cooke (8), The Scottish Salmon Company (2), 

Wester Ross (2), and Balta Island (1).    

 

 
 

[Note re. the North & North West Salmon Management Group - the seals killed at Loch A 

Chain Bain and Loch Laxford are by Loch Duart; Wester Ross Fisheries operates salmon 

farms in Loch Broom, Little Loch Broom and Loch Kanaird and the seals killed by NWSMG 

in Q2 and Q3 are presumed to be killed by fisheries interests] 

 

 

Here's the 70 seals killed in 2015 headed by Marine Harvest (Mowi) with 20 followed by 

Scottish Sea Farms (15), The Scottish Salmon Company (11), Loch Duart (9), Balta Island 

(7), Cooke (3), Kames (2), Wester Ross (2) and Thompson Bros (1).    

 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-licensing-seal-license-returns-2011-18/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-licensing-seal-license-returns-2011-18/


 

[Note re. the North and North West Salmon Management Group - the codes starting FS relate 

to salmon farms operated by Loch Duart and Wester Ross Fisheries] 

 

Here's the 88 seals killed in 2014 headed by Scottish Sea Farms with 33 followed by The 

Scottish Salmon Company (14), Loch Duart (13), Marine Harvest/Mowi (7), Hjaltland/Grieg 

(7), Balta Island (6), Wester Ross (4), Bound Skerries (3) and Meridian (1).   

 

 

 
 

[Note re. the North and North West Salmon Management Group - the codes starting FS relate 

to salmon farms operated by Loch Duart and Wester Ross Fisheries] 

 

Here's the 115 seals killed in 2013 headed by Scottish Sea Farms with 33 followed by 

Hjaltland/Grieg (32), The Scottish Salmon Company (14), Loch Duart (13), Meridian (8), 

Marine Harvest/Mowi (5), Balta Island (4), Wester Ross (3), Thompson Bros (2) and Kames 

(1).   

 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-licensing-seal-license-returns-2011-18/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-licensing-seal-license-returns-2011-18/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-licensing-seal-license-returns-2011-18/


 

 
 

[Note re. the North and North West Salmon Management Group - the codes starting FS relate 

to salmon farms operated by Loch Duart and Wester Ross Fisheries] 

 

 

Here's the 206 seals killed in 2012 headed by Hjaltland/Grieg (50) followed by Scottish Sea 

Farms (45), The Scottish Salmon Company (39), Loch Duart (20), Marine Harvest/Mowi 

(16) and other companies.   

 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-licensing-seal-license-returns-2011-18/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-licensing-seal-license-returns-2011-18/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-licensing-seal-license-returns-2011-18/


 

 
 

[Note re. the North and North West Salmon Management Group - the codes starting FS relate 

to salmon farms operated by Loch Duart and Wester Ross Fisheries] 

 

 

Here's the 235 seals killed in 2011 headed by The Scottish Salmon Company with 54 

followed by Hjaltland/Grieg (50), Scottish Sea Farms (37), Marine Harvest/Mowi (34), Loch 

Duart (10) and other companies.   

 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-licensing-seal-license-returns-2011-18/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-licensing-seal-license-returns-2011-18/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-licensing-seal-license-returns-2011-18/


 

 
 

[Note re. the North and North West Salmon Management Group - the code FS/0057 is a 

salmon farm operated by Wester Ross Fisheries] 

 

Download the data as an Excel spreadsheet via 2020 to 2011 data analysed Feb 2021 

 

 

Read more data analysis via: Scottish Salmon's Slaughter of Seals Has Not Stopped!  

 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/2020-to-2011-data-analysed-feb-2021.xlsx
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/scottish-salmons-slaughter-of-seals-has-not-stopped-.html
https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-licensing-seal-license-returns-2011-18/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-licensing-seal-license-returns-2011-18/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/11/press-release-rspca-in-firing-line-over-marine-harvests-seal-killing-spree-in-scotland-.html


Read more on the Norwegian companies who control the majority of 'Scottish' salmon via: 

Norwegian Government Asked to Divest from 'Unethical' & 'Irresponsible' Scottish Salmon!  

 

Read more on 'Scottish Scamon' online here 

 

 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/norwegian-government-asked-to-divest-from-unethical-irresponsible-scottish-salmon.html
https://scottishscamon.co.uk/report
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1333320370762506242
https://scottishscamon.co.uk/report

