
FOI Backgrounder on Breaches of Biosecurity on Salmon Farms (March 2023) 

 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Mon, Jan 30, 2023 at 8:01 AM 

Subject: FOI re. breaches of biosecurity in salmon farming since 1 September 2021 

To: <CEU@gov.scot> 

 

Please provide information relating to breaches of biosecurity in salmon farming since 1 

September 2021 (please include salmon farms, hatcheries, processing plants, harvesting stations, 

well boats, trucks and other cases/incidents involving salmon farming and farmed salmon).   

 

For example, a Fish Health Inspectorate Visit Report dated 23 November 2021 (published online 

by the Scottish Government on 22 December 2022) detailed how biosecurity measures were 

"inadequately implemented" at The Scottish Salmon Company/Bakkafrost Scotland in Loch 

Carron in September 2021 with a separate letter issued "regarding this issue". 

 

The Fish Health Inspectorate report (Case 2021-0258) detailed how biosecurity procedures had 

not been implemented citing how "large biomass mortality removal procedures allowed a breach 

of mortality containment".  The report cited a "compromised brail".  

 

Could you please therefore, as part of this FOI request, provide a copy of the letter referred to 

above? 

 

Read more context via: Bakkafrost's "Inadequately Implemented" Biosecurity in Loch Carron - 

dead salmon spewing infectious diseases & wastes into Marine Protected Area! 

 

Please also provide copies of any other letters relating to breaches of biosecurity in the salmon 

farming industry since 1 September 2021. 

 

Please include emails, warning letters, legal information, enforcement, photos, video and any 

other information relating to  breaches of biosecurity in the salmon farming industry since 1 

September 2021. 

 

Please consider this a formal request for information under the relevant FOI and Environmental 

Information regulations. 

 

Please provide the information electronically. 

 

Please provide a receipt. 

 

Thanks, 

 

 

Don Staniford 

 

Director, $camon $cotland  

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/september-2021/additional-case-20210258/additional-case-20210258/govscot%3Adocument/Additional%2Bcase%2B20210258.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/september-2021/additional-case-20210258/additional-case-20210258/govscot%3Adocument/Additional%2Bcase%2B20210258.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/01/case-information-slipped-out-before-xmas-photos-etc-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/01/case-information-slipped-out-before-xmas-photos-etc-.html


From: <casehandling.service@gov.scot> 

Date: Tue, Feb 28, 2023 at 5:10 PM 

Subject: Your recent correspondence with Scottish Government and partner agencies - 

202300340514 

To: salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com 

 

Please find attached a response to your correspondence. 

 

Due to the large number of documents I will separately email you an invitation to a shared 

Workspace in an online storage facility called “Objective Connect.” This online storage facility 

is now the Scottish Government preferred way to share large and/or numerous files. To access 

the documents via Objective Connect you will need to click on the link provided in my 

accompanying email. In order to access the shared Workspace files you will need to enter your 

email address and a password of your choice. You will then be able to enter the Workspace and 

click on each item to download the documents released.  

 

 
 

mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com


 



 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 



 
 

From: Objective Connect <no-reply@objectiveconnect.com> 

Date: Sat, Mar 4, 2023 at 10:00 AM 

Subject: 202300340514 - Items for release under EIR - Objective Connect Invitation Reminder 

To: <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

 

Hello Don,  

 

Your Workspace invitation is still pending. 
  

Workspace 

202300340514 - Items for release under EIR 

Login 

Owned by Kate Webb 
  

Thank you 

Directorate for Marine Scotland 
   

Powered by 

 

Help | Acceptable Use Policy | Contact Us  
  

This email was intended for salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com. 

Please do not reply to this email. 

© 2022 Objective Corporation Limited 
  

  

 

https://secure.objectiveconnect.co.uk/?workgroupUuid=6de4-f900-6cec-415d-b2a7-ae67-cb2e-25a8
https://help.objectiveconnect.com/
https://www.objective.co.uk/terms-of-service-objective-connect
https://www.objective.co.uk/about/contact-us
mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
https://www.objective.co.uk/products/objective-connect


From: <Kate.Webb@gov.scot> 

Date: Wed, Mar 8, 2023 at 10:25 AM 

Subject: 202300340514 Final Response & Access to the items released under EIR 

To: <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Cc: <Sarah-jane.Parker@gov.scot> 

 

Dear Mr Staniford. 

  

With regards to our response issued to you on 28 February 2023 (a copy of which is attached), I 

note that after a week you have not yet accepted your invitation to the Shared Workspace in 

Objective Connect to view and download the items released to you. I would like to advise you 

that this is a temporary portal only to release the information to you and will usually be deleted 

20 working days from creation as the Scottish Government (SG) get charged for their usage. Our 

response to you will be published in due course on the SG website here and so you would still be 

able to access the documents after this time. 

  

Please can you let me know if there is an issue with your access and we can resend the invite to 

you?  

  

Thank you in advance. 

  

Kind regards, 

  

Kate Webb 

MS FOI/EIR Adviser 

Data, GIS & Quality Team 

  

Corporate & Analytical Services 

Marine Scotland - Scottish Government 

 

Address: Marine Laboratory - 375 Victoria Road - Aberdeen - AB11 9DB 

Email: kate.webb@gov.scot 
 

 

Information downloaded on 13 March 2023:  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/?publicationTypes=foi-eir-release&page=1/
mailto:kate.webb@gov.scot


 

 

 



 

 

Information disclosed by the Scottish Government via FOI-2023-00340514 included (click on 

the # to download the source PDF): 

 

#1 – Mowi breaches of biosecurity at Colonsay:  

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/mowi-colonsay-breaches-of-biosecurity.pdf


 
 

 
 



 



 
 



 
 

 



 

 



 
 



 



 



 



 
 



 
 



 



 
 



 

 
 



 
 

 



 

 



 



 
 

 



 



 



 



 
 

 
 

 

#2: Mowi Colonsay Escape – Initial Notification (16 June 2022) 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/mowi-colonsay-escape-2022-1.pdf


 



 
 

#3 – Mowi Colonsay Escape – Final Notification (29 September 2022): 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/mowi-colonsay-escape-2022-2-20k.pdf


 



 
 

 

 
 

 

#4 – Mowi Colonsay Escape Report (undated & unattributed but understood to be written by the 

Scottish Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate): 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/mowi-colonsay-escape-2022-seal-approval---202300340514---c--escape-report---3a.pdf


 

 
 



 



 



 
 

 



#5 – Mowi Colonsay Escape Fish Health Inspectorate Visit Report (12 October 2022) 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/mowi-colonsay-escape-investigation-fish-health-report---3c.pdf


 

 
 

 

 

[Note via: http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_escapes.aspx  

 

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_escapes.aspx


 
 

 

Via: http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_escapes_record.aspx?escape_id=444  

 

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_escapes_record.aspx?escape_id=444
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_escapes.aspx


 
 

 

 

 

#6 – Mowi Greanem Escape – Initial Notification (2 June 2022): 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/mowi-greanem-escape-2022-2.pdf
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_escapes_record.aspx?escape_id=444


 
 



 
 

 

#7 – Mowi Greanem Escape – Final Notification (13 September 2022): 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/mowi-greanem-escape-2022-approval---202300340514---ghc---final-notification---1a.pdf




 
 

 

#8 – Mowi Greanem Breaches in Biosecurity: 

 

[Note that Greanem and Grey Horse Channel Outer are one of the same] 

 

[should read Outer] 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/mowi-grey-horse-breaches-of-biosecurity.pdf


 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 



 
 



 
 

 



 



 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 



 
 



 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

[Note via: http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_escapes_record.aspx?escape_id=443  

 

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_escapes_record.aspx?escape_id=443


 
 

 

#9 – Mowi Greanem Escape Report (undated & unattributed but understood to be written by the 

Scottish Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate): 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/mowi-greanam-escape-report.pdf
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_escapes_record.aspx?escape_id=443


 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/mowi-greanam-escape-report.pdf


 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#10 – Mowi Rope Damage Photos: 

 

 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/photos-rope-damage---202300340514---ghc---net-images---1c.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/photos-rope-damage---202300340514---ghc---net-images---1c.pdf


 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/photos-rope-damage---202300340514---ghc---net-images---1c.pdf


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/photos-rope-damage---202300340514---ghc---net-images---1c.pdf


#11 – Mort uplift information (extracted from VHWP) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/mort-uplift---202300340514---ws---extracted-text-from-vhwp---2b.pdf


#12 – Scottish Salmon Company Removal & Movement of Fish Mortalities (March 2022) 

 

 
 

 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ssc-mort-removal-approval---202300340514---ws---mortality-removal-sop---2d.pdf


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#13 – Scottish Salmon Company West Strome Fish Mortality Plan (March 2022):  

 

 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ssc-strome-mortality-plan---202300340514.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ssc-strome-mortality-plan---202300340514.pdf


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ssc-strome-mortality-plan---202300340514.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ssc-strome-mortality-plan---202300340514.pdf


#14 – Scottish Salmon Company West Strome Fish Mortality Plan (reviewed March 2022): 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ssc-strome-mortality-plan-2.pdf




 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



#15 – Scottish Salmon Company Breach of Biosecurity at West Strome – reminder letter from 

Scottish Government (March 2022) 

 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ssc-strome-warning-letter-breach-of-biosecurity-2.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ssc-strome-warning-letter-breach-of-biosecurity-2.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ssc-strome-warning-letter-breach-of-biosecurity-2.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ssc-strome-warning-letter-breach-of-biosecurity-2.pdf


#16 – Scottish Salmon Company Breach of Biosecurity at West Strome – warning letter from 

Scottish Government (December 2021): 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ssc-strome-warning-letter-breach-of-biosecurity-3-dec-2021.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ssc-strome-warning-letter-breach-of-biosecurity-3-dec-2021.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ssc-strome-warning-letter-breach-of-biosecurity-3-dec-2021.pdf




 
 



 
 





 
 

 

#17 – Scottish Salmon Company Biosecurity Breaches at West Strome – email dossier 

 

 
 

 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ssc-strome-breaches-of-biosecurity-email-dossier.pdf


 
 

 
 



 



 
 



 
 



 
 

 



 

 
 



 
 



 



 



 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 



 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 



 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 



 

 
 



 



 
 

 



 



 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 



 

 
 

 

 





  
 

 



 



 
 



 
 





  



 


