
FOI Backgrounder: Imidacloprid (BMK08/Ectosan), CleanTreat & Benchmark  

 

From: Access to Information Enquiries <foi@sepa.org.uk> 

Date: Tue, 22 Feb 2022, 18:12 

Subject: F0193236 Response 

To: salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Cc: Access to Information Enquiries <foi@sepa.org.uk> 

 

OFFICIAL 

Dear Don Staniford  

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION – RESPONSE 

Thank you for your request. Please see the enclosed response. 

If you are not satisfied with the response provided and wish to request a formal review. You have 

40 working days from the date of this email to request a formal review from SEPA at: 

foi@sepa.org.uk 

If you are still not satisfied, following the completion of a formal review, you can appeal to the 

Scottish Information Commissioner. www.itspublicknowledge.info/appeal 

 

Your unique reference number is F0193236. Please quote this in any future contact with us about 

your request.  

Regards 

Stephanie 

Access to Information team 
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PDF #1: Letter from SEPA dated 22 February 2022 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/eir-response-f0193236-final.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/eir-response-f0193236-final.pdf


 



 



 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PDF #2: SEPA Board question & related media response dated 26 May 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/official-business-fw-board-question-related-media-response_r_redacted.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/official-business-fw-board-question-related-media-response_r_redacted.pdf


PDF #3: Benchmark emails to SEPA re. SAIC project in October 2021  

 

 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/re-catch-up-with-benchmark-on-cleantreatsaic-project_r_redacted.pdf


 

 

 



PDF #4: SAIC emails to SEPA in December 2021  

 

 

 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/re-project-update_r_redacted.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/re-project-update_r_redacted.pdf
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PDF#5:  SAIC email asking SEPA’s position on CleanTreat in October 2021 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/re-saic-contact-person_r_redacted.pdf


 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/re-saic-contact-person_r_redacted.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/re-saic-contact-person_r_redacted.pdf


PDF #6: SEPA & Benchmark Zoom call June 2021  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/sepa-benchmark-discussion_r_redacted.pdf


PDF #7: Guardian article on ‘Novichok for insects’ 

 

 

Excel Spreadsheet: Substances for SEPA consents FINAL  
 

 

 

FOI request filed by Scottish Salmon Watch in April 2021: 

 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Sat, Apr 17, 2021 at 7:45 AM 

Subject: FOI re. Imidacloprid (BMK08/Ectosan), CleanTreat & Benchmark since 8 June 2020 

To: AccesstoInformation <foi@sepa.org.uk> 

Cc: Pollard, Peter <peter.pollard@sepa.org.uk>, Ahearn, Terry <terry.ahearn@sepa.org.uk>, 

Media <publicrelations@sepa.org.uk>, Mackinnon, Alison <Alison.Mackinnon@sepa.org.uk>, 

Sinclair, Douglas <douglas.sinclair@sepa.org.uk> 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/the-guardian-novichok-for-insects-may-be-approved-for-scottish-fish-farms_r_redacted.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/substances-for-sepa-consents-final.xlsx


 

Please provide any information on Imidacloprid (BMK08/Ectosan), CleanTreat and Benchmark 

since 8 June 2020.   

 

Please include emails, reports, risk assessments, modelling results, surveys, photos, letters, Excel 

data and any other information in relation to Imidacloprid (BMK08/Ectosan), CleanTreat & 

Benchmark. 

 

Please detail any meetings and online phone calls (e.g. Zoom) with Benchmark, SSPO, salmon 

farming companies, Scottish Government officials, SNH or any other parties in relation to 

Imidacloprid (BMK08/Ectosan), CleanTreat & Benchmark.  

 

Scottish Salmon Watch was alarmed to read in the trade press yesterday that Benchmark have 

appointed an environmental modeller (Meghan Rochford) - formerly employed by Grieg 

Seafood, The Scottish Salmon Company and Marine Harvest/Mowi - to gear up for the use of 

Imidacloprid (BMK08/Ectosan) in salmon farming in Scotland. 

 

Details via: Warning: Neonicotinoid Imidacloprid Use in Salmon Farming "Clears Another 

Hurdle" With European MRL  

 

SEPA stated in an email from Peter Pollard dated 26 June 2020: 

 

"SEPA is not planning to commission and publish a scientific dossier on the environmental 

impacts of imidacloprid..... In the case of imidacloprid, there are currently no established coastal 

water environmental standards to review. There are also no authorised discharges into coastal 

waters.  Before we would consider authorising any discharges of imidacloprid, we would require 

the applicant to provide the necessary data to identify a suitable environmental standard in the 

form of a predicted no effect concentration. It is the responsibility of the applicant to provide the 

scientific information for this purpose" 

 

A FOI reply dated 26 June 2020 included: 

 

 
 

And: 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/04/warning-neonicotinoid-imidacloprid-use-in-salmon-farming-clears-another-hurdle-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/04/warning-neonicotinoid-imidacloprid-use-in-salmon-farming-clears-another-hurdle-.html


 
 

As background reference see online here 

 

Further background via Letter on Imidacloprid to Terry A'Hearn, Chief Executive of SEPA (17 

March 2020) and Please Come Clean on BMK08!  

 

 

Scottish Salmon Watch was hoping to wait to file this FOI request until the ruling from the 

Scottish Information Commissioner (as filed in February 2020) but it seems that if we wait any 

longer then Imidacloprid will already be used commercially at salmon farms across Scotland.   

 

Details via https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1383310409952686091 

 

Scottish Salmon Watch is of the view that Imidacloprid has already been used illegally and in 

secret at Benchmark's Ardtoe Marine Laboratory and wishes to stop any commercial use in 

Scotland.   

 

Please consider this a formal FOI request under the relevant FOI and Environmental Information 

regulations. 

 

Please provide the information electronically. 

 

Please provide a receipt. 

 

Thanks, 

 

Don Staniford 

 

Director, Scottish Salmon Watch  

 

 

 

Addendum: 

 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Fri, Mar 11, 2022 at 1:03 PM 

Subject: Re: F0193236 Response 

To: Access to Information Enquiries <foi@sepa.org.uk> 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/imidacloprid-licenced-for-use-by-mowi-in-loch-ailort.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-sepa-re-imidacloprid-17-march-2020.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/please-come-clean-on-bmk08-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/please-come-clean-on-bmk08-.html
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1383310409952686091
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/imidacloprid-use-in-scottish-salmon-farming.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/imidacloprid-use-in-scottish-salmon-farming.html


Re: 

 

 
 

Surely there is an email from the Institute of Aquaculture or other details which provide more 

context to the Excel spreadsheet 'Substances for SEPA consents'? 

 

As a stand alone file, it is difficult to fully interpret it.   

 

Thanks, 

 

Don 

 
 


