
Scottish Salmon Watch, April 2021  

 

FOI Disclosure: Seal Licence Breaches by Salmon Farms (reply by Scottish Government on 1 

April 2021) 

 

 
Summary: 

 

Documents disclosed via Freedom of Information by the Scottish Government on 1 April 2021 

(FOI-2021-00155371) lift the lid further on the illegally killing of seals by salmon farms across 

Scotland.   

 

‘Intelligence Reports’ marked “Official – Sensitive” for Marine Scotland’s Intelligence Database 

(Surveillance & Enforcement Branch) include:  

 

 
 

Note that two salmon farming companies – Cooke Aquaculture and Scottish Sea Farms – operate 

in Orkney.  In 2019, Cooke Aquaculture was fined £2,000 for failing to report the killing of five 

seals in Shetland.  Scottish Sea Farms is Scottish salmon’s #1 seal killer in Scotland with over 

230 seals officially killed since 2011.  

 

 
 

Mowi operate two salmon farms at Carradale in Kilbrannan Sound with a FOI disclosure by the 

Scottish Government in February 2021 revealing that Mowi was experiencing problems with 

seals at their two salmon farms at Carradale and illegal seal killing in Loch Ewe. 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/04/foi-disclosure-seal-licence-breaches-by-salmon-farms-reply-by-scottish-government-on-1-april-2021.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/04/foi-disclosure-seal-licence-breaches-by-salmon-farms-reply-by-scottish-government-on-1-april-2021.html
https://cookeaquaculturescotland.com/products/organic/
https://www.shetnews.co.uk/2019/02/03/salmon-farms-and-seals-can-co-exist-aquaculture-industry-insists/
https://www.shetnews.co.uk/2019/02/03/salmon-farms-and-seals-can-co-exist-aquaculture-industry-insists/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/02/scottish-salmons-1-seal-killer-norways-scottish-sea-farms-named-shamed.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/02/scottish-salmons-1-seal-killer-norways-scottish-sea-farms-named-shamed.html
https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/seals
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-12-orkney-15-to-20-seals-dead-in-net-at-salmon-farm.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-1-intelligence-mowi-carradale-two-seals-mother-pup-badly-mutilated.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-1-intelligence-mowi-carradale-two-seals-mother-pup-badly-mutilated.pdf


 

 
 

The Sunday Post reported in February 2019: “Calls to outlaw the shooting of seals in Scotland 

were made by environmental campaigners after tourists discovered five shot seals on the 

coastline at Basta Voe on Shetland’s main island. Following an investigation by Marine Scotland 

Cooke Aquaculture was fined £2,000 for failing to report the killing of seals in Basta Voe to the 

licencing authority within 48 hours”.  

 

 
 

Shetland News reported in February 2019: 

 

 

https://www.sundaypost.com/fp/could-2019-see-the-end-of-seal-shooting-in-the-name-of-farmed-salmon-stocks/
https://www.shetnews.co.uk/2019/02/03/salmon-farms-and-seals-can-co-exist-aquaculture-industry-insists/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-5-basta-voe-four-seals-without-licence.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-5-basta-voe-four-seals-without-licence.pdf
https://www.sundaypost.com/fp/could-2019-see-the-end-of-seal-shooting-in-the-name-of-farmed-salmon-stocks/
https://www.shetnews.co.uk/2019/02/03/salmon-farms-and-seals-can-co-exist-aquaculture-industry-insists/


 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D4EF3l-eU1I
https://twitter.com/lizziedalywild/status/1092342656888434688


 
 

Loch Duart has several salmon farms in the vicinity of Kylesku Bridge including Loch a’ Chàirn 

Bhàin which The Guardian in October 2018 reported “has shot seals too, under licences that 

conservationists believe are too lax”.  Official reporting for seals killed during 2018 published by 

the Scottish Government does not detail any seals killed by Loch Duart until two killed in 

December 2018 at Calbha and Oldany.   

 

 
 

Cooke Aquaculture operate a salmon farm at Wick of Belmont, Unst, in Shetland.  Official 

reporting for seals killed during 2019 published by the Scottish Government details only one 

grey seal killed by Cooke Aquaculture and that was at their Bow of Hascosay salmon farm in 

Mid Yell, Shetland, in September 2019.   

 

 
 

Grieg Seafood operate a salmon farm in Uig Bay in Loch Snizort and another salmon farm at Ru 

Chorachan in Loch Snizort. Official reporting for seals killed during 2019 published by the 

Scottish Government does not detail a single seal killed by Grieg Seafood.  In fact, Grieg 

https://www.theguardian.com/business/2018/oct/29/campaigners-call-for-temporary-ban-on-new-scottish-fish-farms
https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-licensing-seal-license-returns-2011-18/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-licensing-seal-license-returns-2011-18/
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/operator_transfers_record.aspx?change_line_no=5358
https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-licensing-seal-license-returns-2011-18/
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=4683379
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=4672763
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=4672763
https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-licensing-seal-license-returns-2011-18/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-licensing-seal-license-returns-2011-18/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/02/official-data-1000-seals-killed-by-salmon-farms-since-2011.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-6-kylesku-bridge-near-loch-duart-carcass-of-common-seal-shot.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-9-seal-with-bullet-holes-wick-of-belmont-unst-shetland.pdf


Seafood has not officially reported a seal killed since 2017 although they were suspected of 

killing a harbour seal found with a bullet in its head in nearby Loch Dunvegan in January 2021. 

 

The FOI disclosure also details internal email discussions by the Scottish Government in relation 

to a media enquiry by The Ferret in February 2021 (the reply required clearance from the 

Minister for Rural Affairs and the Natural Environment, Ben Macpherson)   

 

The Scottish Government’s FOI response letter dated 1 April 2021 included 64 licence breaches 

for late reporting by salmon farms (1 January 2018 to 11 February 2021): 

 

 
 

And the Scottish Government explained in their letter to Scottish Salmon Watch dated 1 April 

2021: 

 
 

MSIR 3004110 is the Basta Voe case in August 2018 believed to involve Cooke Aquaculture 

who were fined £2,000 in 2019.   Cooke Aquaculture currently (as of 2 April 2021) claim to 

operate seven sea-water salmon farms which are certified as ‘organic’ by the Soil Association.   

 

MSIR 3004123 is the Kylesku Bridge case in September 2018 believed to involve Loch Duart 

who operate salmon farms in the vicinity. 

 

MSIR 3004491 is the Wick of Belmont case in April 2019 believed to involve Cooke 

Aquaculture who operate a salmon farm at Wick of Belmont in Shetland.  Cooke’s web-site cites 

RSPCA Assured but does not specific how many farms are accredited (Cooke recently clarified 

their web-page stating that they operated seven ‘organic’ salmon farms, all in Orkney). 

 

MSIR 3004783 is the Uig Bay case in September 2019 believed to involve Grieg Seafood who 

operate a salmon farm in Uig Bay (Loch Snizort) and another salmon farm in Loch Snizort.   

 

MSIR 3005055 is the Loch Ewe case in January 2020 involving Mowi.   

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/02/official-data-1000-seals-killed-by-salmon-farms-since-2011.html
https://mobile.twitter.com/toms2_ann/status/1358778107616985088
https://mobile.twitter.com/toms2_ann/status/1358778107616985088
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-14-scottish-government-discussion-of-ferret-press-enquiry-feb-2021.pdf
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https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-15-ministerial-clearance-required-for-media-statement-to-the-ferret-in-feb-2021.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-15-ministerial-clearance-required-for-media-statement-to-the-ferret-in-feb-2021.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/sg-letter-1-april-2021-response-202100155371.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/sg-letter-1-april-2021-response-202100155371.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/sg-letter-1-april-2021-response-202100155371.pdf
https://www.sundaypost.com/fp/could-2019-see-the-end-of-seal-shooting-in-the-name-of-farmed-salmon-stocks/
https://www.sundaypost.com/fp/could-2019-see-the-end-of-seal-shooting-in-the-name-of-farmed-salmon-stocks/
https://cookeaquaculturescotland.com/products/organic/
https://cookeaquaculturescotland.com/products/organic/
https://cookeaquaculturescotland.com/accreditations/
https://cookeaquaculturescotland.com/accreditations/
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1378003003710521351
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1378003003710521351
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-8-mowi-dead-seal-in-loch-ewe-in-jan-2020-via-23-march-2021-sg-foi-review-reply.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/sg-letter-1-april-2021-response-202100155371.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/sg-letter-1-april-2021-response-202100155371.pdf


Background: 

 

Photo Exclusive: Seals 'Executed' by Scottish Salmon 

FOI disclosure from Scottish Marine Animal Strandings Scheme  

Police Scotland refuse to name 112 marksmen licenced to kill seals! 

Sunday Times: "Sharp rise in seal shootings blew hole in permit scheme - Officials were warned 

that salmon farmers ‘had no willingness or intention’ to collect detailed data" 

Calling All Whistleblowers - Please pass on photos of dead seals killed at salmon farms! 

Daily Mirror: "'Nearly 80 seals were legally shot in Scotland in 2020 – highest number in seven 

years'"  

Scottish Salmon's #1 Seal Killer - Norway's 'Scottish' Sea Farms Named & Shamed!  

Official Data: 1,000+ seals killed by salmon farms since 2011!  

The Ferret: "Salmon companies rapped for breaking rules on shooting seals"  

Caught in the Cross-Hairs: Illegal Killing of Seals by Scottish Salmon Farms!  

FOI opens sealed documents on killing by salmon farms  

Greedy Salmon Farmers Demand £13 Million Compensation for Seal Attacks!  

£5,000 reward offered for information on illegal shooting of seals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/photo-exclusive-seals-executed-by-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/foi-disclosure-from-scottish-marine-animal-strandings-scheme-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/police-scotland-refuses-to-name-112-marksmen-licenced-to-kill-seals-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/sunday-times-sharp-rise-in-seal-shootings-blew-hole-in-permit-scheme-officials-were-warned-that-salm.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/sunday-times-sharp-rise-in-seal-shootings-blew-hole-in-permit-scheme-officials-were-warned-that-salm.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/calling-all-whistleblowers-please-pass-on-photos-of-dead-seals-killed-at-salmon-farms.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/02/daily-mirror-nearly-80-seals-were-legally-shot-in-scotland-in-2020-highest-number-in-seven-years.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/02/daily-mirror-nearly-80-seals-were-legally-shot-in-scotland-in-2020-highest-number-in-seven-years.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/02/scottish-salmons-1-seal-killer-norways-scottish-sea-farms-named-shamed.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/02/official-data-1000-seals-killed-by-salmon-farms-since-2011.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/02/the-ferret-salmon-companies-rapped-for-breaking-rules-on-shooting-seals.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/02/caught-in-the-cross-hairs-illegal-killing-of-seals-by-scottish-salmon-farms-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/02/foi-opens-sealed-documents-on-killing-by-salmon-farmers-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/02/greedy-salmon-farmers-demand-13-million-compensation-for-seal-attacks.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/02/5000-reward-offered-for-information-on-illegal-shooting-of-seals.html


Key Documents disclosed by the Scottish Government on 1 April 2021 (FOI-2021-00155371): 

 

PDF #1 Intelligence Mowi Carradale two seals mother & pup badly mutilated 

 

 
 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-1-intelligence-mowi-carradale-two-seals-mother-pup-badly-mutilated.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-1-intelligence-mowi-carradale-two-seals-mother-pup-badly-mutilated.pdf


PDF #5 Basta Voe four seals without licence 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-5-basta-voe-four-seals-without-licence.pdf


 

 
 

PDF #6 Kylesku Bridge near Loch Duart carcass of common seal shot 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-6-kylesku-bridge-near-loch-duart-carcass-of-common-seal-shot.pdf


 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PDF #9 seal with bullet holes Wick of Belmont Unst Shetland 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-9-seal-with-bullet-holes-wick-of-belmont-unst-shetland.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-9-seal-with-bullet-holes-wick-of-belmont-unst-shetland.pdf


PDF #11 Uig Bay closest salmon farm does not appear to have a seal shooting licence 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-11-uig-bay-closest-salmon-farm-does-not-appear-to-have-a-seal-shooting-licence.pdf


PDF #12 Orkney 15 to 20 seals dead in net at salmon farm 
  

 

 
 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-12-orkney-15-to-20-seals-dead-in-net-at-salmon-farm.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-12-orkney-15-to-20-seals-dead-in-net-at-salmon-farm.pdf


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-12-orkney-15-to-20-seals-dead-in-net-at-salmon-farm.pdf


PDF #14 Scottish Government discussion of Ferret press enquiry Feb 2021 
  

 

 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-14-scottish-government-discussion-of-ferret-press-enquiry-feb-2021.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-14-scottish-government-discussion-of-ferret-press-enquiry-feb-2021.pdf


 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-14-scottish-government-discussion-of-ferret-press-enquiry-feb-2021.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-14-scottish-government-discussion-of-ferret-press-enquiry-feb-2021.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-14-scottish-government-discussion-of-ferret-press-enquiry-feb-2021.pdf


PDF #15 Ministerial clearance required for media statement to the Ferret in Feb 2021 

 

 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-15-ministerial-clearance-required-for-media-statement-to-the-ferret-in-feb-2021.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-15-ministerial-clearance-required-for-media-statement-to-the-ferret-in-feb-2021.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-15-ministerial-clearance-required-for-media-statement-to-the-ferret-in-feb-2021.pdf


 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-15-ministerial-clearance-required-for-media-statement-to-the-ferret-in-feb-2021.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-15-ministerial-clearance-required-for-media-statement-to-the-ferret-in-feb-2021.pdf


 

 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-15-ministerial-clearance-required-for-media-statement-to-the-ferret-in-feb-2021.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-15-ministerial-clearance-required-for-media-statement-to-the-ferret-in-feb-2021.pdf


Appendix: 

 

From: <casehandling.service@gov.scot> 

Date: Thu, Apr 1, 2021 at 5:33 PM 

Subject: Your recent correspondence with Scottish Government and partner agencies - 

202100155371 

To: <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

 

Please find attached a response to your correspondence.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/sg-letter-1-april-2021-response-202100155371.pdf


 
 

 



 

 



 



 
 

 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 

 
 

 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Thu, Feb 11, 2021 at 8:02 PM 

Subject: FOI re. illegal killing of seals & breaches of Seal Licences by salmon farms since 1 

January 2018 

To: <ceu@scotland.gsi.gov.uk> 

 

Please provide information on the illegal killing of seals and breaches of Seal Licences by 

salmon farmers since 1 January 2018.   

 

Please note that FOI-2020-00118346 replied to by the Scottish Government on 1 February 2021 

disclosed some information but refused other information stating: 



 

 
 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/sg-foi-response-202000118346-1-february-2021-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/sg-foi-response-202000118346-1-february-2021-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/sg-foi-response-202000118346-1-february-2021-1.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

Online in full via Letter from the Scottish Government to Scottish Salmon Watch dated 1 

February 2021 (FOI-202000118346)  

 

This new FOI request requests the "Wildlife Crime intelligence held by the Scottish 

Government" since 1st January 2018 in relation to seals killed by salmon farms.  Scottish 

Salmon Watch has also filed a FOI request with Police Scotland.   

 

In particular, please include any information relating to seals killed by Grieg Seafood in Loch 

Dunvegan.  A Tweet on 8 February 2021 (replying to a Tweet on 18 January 2021) included a 

photo of a harbour seal with a bullet wound to the head on the shore of Loch Dunvegan: 

 

 
 

 

Tweet via: https://mobile.twitter.com/toms2_ann/status/1358778107616985088 

 

Please also provide the report to Police Scotland's Wildlife Crime Unit cited in the following 

email disclosed via FOI-2020-00118346 on 1 February 2021:  

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/sg-foi-response-202000118346-1-february-2021-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/sg-foi-response-202000118346-1-february-2021-1.pdf
https://mobile.twitter.com/toms2_ann/status/1358778107616985088
https://mobile.twitter.com/toms2_ann/status/1358778107616985088


 

 
 

Online via https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-44-police-scotland-wildlife-crime-unit-

mowi-loch-ewe-seal-killed-without-licence.pdf 

 

 

Scottish Salmon Watch believes this report - and any other correspondence not already disclosed 

- should have been disclosed via FOI-2020-00118346. 

 

 

FOI-2020-00118346 also included a letter sent by Marine Scotland to Scottish Sea Farms in 

Shetland dated 14 January 2021 - including: 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-44-police-scotland-wildlife-crime-unit-mowi-loch-ewe-seal-killed-without-licence.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-44-police-scotland-wildlife-crime-unit-mowi-loch-ewe-seal-killed-without-licence.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-44-police-scotland-wildlife-crime-unit-mowi-loch-ewe-seal-killed-without-licence.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-44-police-scotland-wildlife-crime-unit-mowi-loch-ewe-seal-killed-without-licence.pdf


 

 
 

Online in full via https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-55-scottish-sea-farms-outwith-their-

licence-14-jan-2021.pdf 

 

 

It appears that there may be missing documentation pertaining to this case - either refused or 

omitted via FOI-2020-00118346. 

 

In any case, this FOI requests information on this case (and any others) up to today's date and 

may therefore include a reply from Scottish Sea Farms.  

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-55-scottish-sea-farms-outwith-their-licence-14-jan-2021.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-55-scottish-sea-farms-outwith-their-licence-14-jan-2021.pdf
ttps://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-55-scottish-sea-farms-outwith-their-licence-14-jan-2021.pdf
ttps://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-55-scottish-sea-farms-outwith-their-licence-14-jan-2021.pdf


Please also include information on "seal licence misdemeanours" even if they were not actioned 

and resulted only in a verbal warning.  Note that the Scottish Government's FOI disclosure on 1 

February 2021 (FOI-2020-00118346) included:  

 

 
 

Online via https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-59-mowi-misdemeanours-will-not-be-

actioned-april-2020.pdf 

 

 

Finally, please also include any reaction and reference to the reward offered by Animal Concern 

- as reported by The Ferret earlier this month via: £5,000 reward offered for information on 

illegal shooting of seals  

 

 

In conclusion, please provide information on the illegal killing of seals and breaches of Seal 

Licences by salmon farmers since 1 January 2018.  

 

If the Scottish Government refuses to provide specific information, please provide generic data 

on the number of cases reported to Police Scotland's Wildlife Crime Unit and the number of seal 

licence breaches and "misdemeanours" by salmon farming companies.     

 

Please consider this a FOI request under the relevant FOI and Environmental Information 

regulations. 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-59-mowi-misdemeanours-will-not-be-actioned-april-2020.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-59-mowi-misdemeanours-will-not-be-actioned-april-2020.pdf
https://theferret.scot/5000-offered-information-illegal-shooting-seals/
https://theferret.scot/5000-offered-information-illegal-shooting-seals/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pdf-59-mowi-misdemeanours-will-not-be-actioned-april-2020.pdf


  

Please provide a receipt. 

  

Please provide the information electronically.   

  

Thanks, 

  

Don Staniford 

 

Director, Scottish Salmon Watch 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


