
FOI disclosure by the Scottish Marine Animal Strandings Scheme dated 3 March 2021: 

 

Summary: 

 

 
 

This seal (ref # M45-20) was killed by The Scottish Salmon Company at Taranaish on the 

Isle of Lewis in January 2020. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.strandings.org/smass/about/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/photo-seal-with-farmed-salmon-m45-20-1.jpg


These seals (ref # M61-20) were killed by The Scottish Salmon Company at Miavaig on the 

Isle of Lewis in January 2020: 

 

 

 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/photo-seal-with-farmed-salmon-m45-20-1-1.jpg
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/photo-decomposed-img_20200124_171129454-m61-20-m62-20-1.jpg


Norwegian giant Scottish Sea Farms was responsible for the vast majority of the information 

disclosed but the company - who refer to the killing of seals as an 'execution' - does not 

appear to have a culture of taking photos.   

 

 
 

The Scottish Salmon Company - who use the euphemism "dispatched" for the killing of seals 

- appears to be more cooperative in sharing photos.   

 

 

 
 

The Scottish Marine Animal Strandings Scheme guesses that seal carcasses are "just sunk": 

 

 



The Scottish Salmon Company refers to "a lot of hassle and extra cost" in sending seal 

carcasses away.   

 

 
 

Seals are being reported inside salmon pens. 

 

 
 

Loch Roag on the Isle of Lewis (The Scottish Salmon Company) is cited as "having lots of 

issues": 

 

 
 

 



The Scottish Government conceded that "it is a shame to see that no carcasses have been 

recovered": 

 

 
 

The Scottish Marine Animal Strandings Scheme bemoans that the lack of data or samples 

means they cannot "confirm the 'identity' of cases shot and reported vs those shot illegally" 

suggesting that "it is made incumbent on those issued with licences to recover at least a 

proportion of cases and courier them to us for necropsy".  "The current system doesn't allow 

assessment of the welfare aspect of seal management or help establish if the culling of 

suspect 'rogue' seals as a measure of last resort even works".   

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

A spreadsheet of data on seals shot contains missing data due to the lack of photographs: 

 

 
 



In November 2020 the Scottish Marine Animal Strandings Scheme cautioned:  

  
 

In May 2020 the Scottish Marine Animal Strandings Scheme wrote that salmon farmers 

"have no willingness, intention or, to be fair in some cases, capacity to collect any more 

detailed information".  "In some cases we get photos of damaged stock or seals in the water 

but nothing at a resolution which can assess if these culls are being undertaken in adherence 

with regulations". 

 

 
 

Scottish Sea Farms were specifically asked to provide photographs: 

 

 



Scottish Sea Farms claimed to "have encouraged all site managers to take photos prior to a 

cull": 

 
 

Freya in the Orkney office of Scottish Sea Farms claimed that "the seal sunk before they had 

a chance to recover it and take photos" and SSF in South Shian claimed that "the site has very 

rarely seen the culprit of the damage so no photos have managed to be taken": 

 

 
 

 



The culling of seals at Scottish Sea Farms is sanctioned by RSPCA Assured (read the 

RSPCA's policy on condoning the killing of seals by salmon farms online here):   

 

 
 

Scottish Sea Farms did share a photo of a seal inside a salmon farm at Swarta Skerry on 

Orkney before it was culled: 

 

 
 

https://www.rspcaassured.org.uk/seals-and-rspca-assured-salmon-farms/


 
 

 

Scottish Sea Farms in Shetland pledged to "make a note to the site staff to take photos if there 

are any future occurrences": 

 

 
 

 

 



"Due to seal decomposing and starting to smell we have disposed of the carcass," wrote The 

Scottish Salmon Company in relation to a seal killed at Taranaish. 

 

 
 

"We have had a seal in a cage for about a week and we have had to shoot it this morning," 

wrote The Scottish Salmon Company.  "The seal has sunk in the cage".  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The FOI disclosure included two post-mortem reports: 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 



The FOI disclosure attached 27 PDF files of emails - including: 

 

Email #3: 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

Email #4: 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 



 
 

Email #5: 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Email #6: 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

Email #7: 

 

 

 
 

 

Email #8: 

 



 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 

Email #9: 

 

 



 
 

 

Email #10: 

 

 
 



 
 

Email #11: 

 

 
 



 
 

 

Email #12: 

 

 
 



Email #13: 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 

Email #14: 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

Email #15: 

 

 
 



 
 

 

Email #16: 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 

Email #17: 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 



 

Email #18: 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 

Email #19 (#20 is the same): 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 

Email #21: 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 

Email #22: 

 

 
 



 
 

Email #23: 

 

 
 



 
 

 

Email #24: 

 

 
 



 
 

Email #25: 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Email #26: 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 

Email #27: 

 

 
 

 

Excel spreadsheet: 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Download Copy of FOI Data Request Pinnipeds shot under license reported to SMASS 2018 

- 2020 

 

Appendix:  

 

From: Devon Taylor <Devon.Taylor@sruc.ac.uk> 

Date: Wed, Mar 3, 2021 at 1:48 PM 

Subject: RE: Addendum: FOI re. seals killed and injured by salmon farms since 1 January 

2018 

To: salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

 

Dear Don 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/copy-of-foi-data-request-pinnipeds-shot-under-license-reported-to-smass-2018---2020.xlsx
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/copy-of-foi-data-request-pinnipeds-shot-under-license-reported-to-smass-2018---2020.xlsx


  

I refer to your emails below which have been treated as a request for information under the 

Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002. Our response to your questions are below in 

red text and the attached files.   

  

5 February FOISA: 

Please provide information on seals killed and injured by salmon farms since 1 January 2018.  

The shot seals are listed on our website database. If you search for “Physical Trauma, 

Anthropogenic” the short report associated with the pin does include Cause of Death: 

Physical Trauma: Shot(Known) https://www.strandings.org/cgi-bin/smass/map.pl 

Please include any photos, data, emails, letters, autopsies, correspondence and any other 

information relating to seals and salmon farms.   

Please see attached email trails and autopsy reports.  I will need to send the photos in two 

separate emails as they are big files.  

Please include any information on recovery of carcasses - including any data analysis of 

previous years  

Please see attached spreadsheet. 

Please also include details of any discussions with salmon farming companies, the SSPCA, 

RSPCA, RSPCA Assured, Scottish Government or any other parties in relation to seals killed 

or injured by salmon farming. 

Please see attached correspondence.  

  

12 February FOISA: 

Further to Scottish Salmon Watch's FOI request filed on 5 February 2021 (enclosed below), 

please include any photos relating to Loch Dunvegan.  Please therefore include any specific 

details on Loch Dunvegan in your FOI reply. 

We do not have any information specifically related to Loch Dunvegan 

  

Right to review: 
If you are dissatisfied with this response, you may ask SRUC to conduct a review of this 

decision. To do this please contact SRUC’s Professional Services Director in writing at 

gavin.macgregor@sruc.ac.uk or in some other recorded form (e.g. audio or video tape), 

describe the original request, explain your grounds for dissatisfaction, and include an address 

for correspondence. You have 40 working days from receipt of this letter to submit a review 

request to us. When the review process has been completed, if you are still dissatisfied, you 

may ask the Scottish Information Commissioner to intervene. Details of how to contact the 

Commissioner and to make an appeal can be found here: 

www.itspublicknowledge.info/Appeal. 

  

Kind regards 

Devon 

  

Devon Taylor  

Assistant Company Secretary 
(Pronouns: she/her) 

SRUC, Peter Wilson Building, West Mains Road, Edinburgh, EH9 3JG 

T. 0131 535 4129    

 

 

30 Attachments 

https://www.strandings.org/cgi-bin/smass/map.pl
mailto:gavin.macgregor@sruc.ac.uk
http://www.itspublicknowledge.info/Appeal


 

 

 

 
 

 

From: Devon Taylor <Devon.Taylor@sruc.ac.uk> 

Date: Wed, Mar 3, 2021 at 1:47 PM 

Subject: RE: FOI re. seals killed and injured by salmon farms since 1 January 2018 - 



PHOTOS 1 of 2 

To: salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

 

Dear Don 

  

As outlined in our FOI response sent 3 March,  this is email 1 of 2 with seal photos. 

  

Kind regards 

Devon 

  

  

Devon Taylor  

Assistant Company Secretary 
(Pronouns: she/her) 

SRUC, Peter Wilson Building, West Mains Road, Edinburgh, EH9 3JG 

T. 0131 535 4129    

 

 

 
 

 

From: Devon Taylor <Devon.Taylor@sruc.ac.uk> 

Date: Wed, Mar 3, 2021 at 1:49 PM 

Subject: RE: FOI re. seals killed and injured by salmon farms since 1 January 2018 - 

PHOTOS 2 of 2 

To: salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

 

Dear Don 

  

This is email 2 of 2 with the seal photos. 

  

Kind regards 

Devon 

  

  

Devon Taylor  

Assistant Company Secretary 
(Pronouns: she/her) 

SRUC, Peter Wilson Building, West Mains Road, Edinburgh, EH9 3JG 



T. 0131 535 4129    

 

 

 


