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Internal email "RE: Briefing and Itinerary - Mr Ewing's visit to Norway 24-26 November" 

dated 22 November 2019 from Scottish Government staff to other Scottish Government staff:  
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From: [Redacted]@bmkgenetics.com>  

Sent: 12 August 2019 13:53 

To: [Redacted]@gov.scot> 

Subject: ISA article-kyst.no 

 

1. Important to get started quickly when 
fighting ILA 

Share via EmailShare on LinkedInShare on TwitterShare on Facebook 

mailto:?subject=Viktig+%C3%A5+komme+raskt+i+gang+n%C3%A5r+en+bekjemper+ILA&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kyst.no%2Farticle%2Fviktig-aa-komme-raskt-i-gang-naar-en-bekjemper-ila%2F
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kyst.no%2Farticle%2Fviktig-aa-komme-raskt-i-gang-naar-en-bekjemper-ila%2F&title=Viktig+%C3%A5+komme+raskt+i+gang+n%C3%A5r+en+bekjemper+ILA&summary=Viktig+%C3%A5+komme+raskt+i+gang+n%C3%A5r+en+bekjemper+ILA&source=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kyst.no%2Farticle%2Fviktig-aa-komme-raskt-i-gang-naar-en-bekjemper-ila%2F
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Senior Advisor in the Food Safety Authority, Knut Rønningen says that ESA pointed out the response 

time when they were on inspection in May. Photo: Harrieth Lundberg 

According to senior adviser Knut Rønningen of the Norwegian Food Safety Authority, the 

Norwegian Food Safety Authority drops hearings when a fight zone is to be established. 

By Harrieth Lundberg 

The Norwegian Food Safety Authority has announced that they are 

dropping hearings on the establishment of combat zones for 

diseases such as ILA and PD. 

Senior adviser Knut Rønningen at the Norwegian Food Safety 

Authority explains that this is partly due to an ESA inspection in 

May where they pointed out a number of shortcomings in the way 

Norway has handled ILA cases, according to their interpretations of 

the Fish Witch Directive. 

mailto:harrieth@kyst.no


Read also: The industry must bear the costs of a new ILA plan 

- We do not agree with all the comments that ESA has made, but 

we do agree. Much of what ESA has pointed out we have looked at 

in connection with the work of a new fight plan for ILA, says 

Rønningen. 

2. Guilty 

He adds that they have been aware that there have been some 

weaknesses. According to Rønningen, ESA criticism can be 

summarized in two areas, and one is what the Norwegian Food 

Safety Authority has done to secure areas with ILA-free status. 

- There are some ILA-free segments along the coast that have been 

approved ILA-free. It is their assurance and the guarantee that they 

are actually ILA-free has probably been too bad, which ESA has 

pointed out, he elaborates. 

The other area that ESA has pointed out is the importance of 

Rønningen. 

 

Norway has been criticized for low response time with 

implementation of anti-bribery measures for ILA 

outbreaks. Illustration photo: Elvis Chikwati 

https://www.kyst.no/article/naeringen-maa-selv-ta-kostnadene-for-ny-ila-plan/
https://d178ivhysawugh.cloudfront.net/1553679317/merde-illustrasjonsbilde-foto-elvis-chikwati-kyst-no-har-tillatelse-til-aa-bruke-bildet.jpg


- It is the response time and how quickly we are getting started with 

anti-ILA measures. This is something that we can say we have a 

poor conscience for, and something that we would have done 

regardless of the new combat plan, ”explains the senior adviser. 

3. Faster with implementation 

At the same time, Rønningen says that it is important after the 

criticism to show ESA that the Norwegian authorities follow what 

they themselves think is technically correct. He reiterates that 

getting started on combat measures faster is something they would 

most likely have done at a later date with a view to the new ILA 

fight plan. 

- We are now starting to see what is being done in the Faroe Islands 

and in Chile. And one of the things that makes them different from 

us is that they are quicker to implement countermeasures, he points 

out. 

Also read: New EU rules entail new combat plan for HPR0 and 

ILA 

4. Been on hearing 

In addition, according to the senior adviser, they have a legal basis 

for not having the control area regulations on hearing. 

- We have a regulatory template in which all the relevant measures 

that may be implemented in connection with an ILA outbreak are 

laid down, explains Rønningen. 

The regulations have been consulted, and Rønningen explains that it 

is possible that it will make some minor changes. 

https://www.kyst.no/article/nye-eu-regler-medfoerer-ny-bekjempelsesplan-for-hpr0-og-ila/
https://www.kyst.no/article/nye-eu-regler-medfoerer-ny-bekjempelsesplan-for-hpr0-og-ila/


- It has taken a very long time to get the measures implemented 

because we have had the draft regulations consulted, and many of 

the fish farming companies have engaged lawyers, he says. 

He goes on to say that there have been lengthy processes, including 

complaints, which in turn have delayed the opportunity to get 

started with an active fight against the ILA. He points out that the 

delay in question is a minimum of one month, six weeks or more. 

- It is an important step to get measures implemented within the 

control regulations fairly quickly, says Rønningen. 

In conclusion, he adds that establishing a control area is quite 

important for controlling all the movement of fish within a certain 

risk area, in addition to having control over all other traffic that may 

be of importance in spreading any ILA infection to other areas. 
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Online via 

https://www.mattilsynet.no/language/english/fish_and_aquaculture/fish_health/declaration_of

_areas_free_of_infectious_salmon_anaemia_isa_in_norway.8674 
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EFTA Report dated 23 September 2019:  
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Download 50 page EFTA report online here  

 

Cited in Norwegian Fish Farmer magazine article (30 September 2019): 
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Sourced from EFTA Surveillance Authority press release (30 September 2019):   
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See also via http://www.eftasurv.int/da/DocumentDirectAction/outputDocument?docId=5064 
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Appendix: FOI documents disclosed by the Scottish Government on 14 February 2020  

 

From: <Neil.Purvis@gov.scot> 

Date: Fri, Feb 14, 2020 at 3:50 PM 

Subject: RE: FOI re. ova imports since 8 June 2018 and data for 2016 with SSF included 

To: <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Cc: <Helen.McGregor@gov.scot> 

 

Dear Don 

  

In response to your request of 16 December 2019, please find the attached response. 

http://www.eftasurv.int/da/DocumentDirectAction/outputDocument?docId=5064
http://www.eftasurv.int/da/DocumentDirectAction/outputDocument?docId=5064


 

 
 

 
 

Regards, 

 

Neil 

  

Neil Purvis  

Marine Scotland – Science  

Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory, PO Box 101| 375, Victoria Road | Aberdeen AB11 

9DB  

Tel: +44 (0)131 244 3287  

S/B: +44 (0)131 244 2500  

Mob:+44 (0)777 5818 281  

Fax: +44 (0)1224 295620  

e: neil.purvis@gov.scot  

w: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/marinescotland  

  

  

  

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/marinescotland
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-19-02663/


From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com>  

Sent: 17 January 2020 15:00 

To: Purvis N (Neil) (MARLAB) <Neil.Purvis@gov.scot> 

Cc: McGregor H (Helen) (MARLAB) <Helen.McGregor@gov.scot> 

Subject: Re: FOI re. ova imports since 8 June 2018 and data for 2016 with SSF included 

  

14 Feb is half-term and I'm off with the kids so you can have until 21 Feb if you need it! 

  

On Fri, Jan 17, 2020 at 11:23 AM <Neil.Purvis@gov.scot> wrote: 

 

Dear Don 

  

Thank you for your request dated 16 December 2019 under the Environmental Information 

(Scotland) Regulations 2004 (EIRs) for salmon ova import data, information in relation to 

discussions re. ova imports since 29 March 2018 and information on any disease risks and 

biosecurity concerns of ova imports. 

  

Under regulation 7 of the EIRs a public authority may extend the 20 working day deadline for 

responding to a request by up to a further 20 working days, if the complexity and volume of 

the information makes it impractical for the authority to respond within the original deadline.  

Having completed an initial search for the information you have requested, we have 

established that it is complex and voluminous because of the number of documents identified 

for review and the complexity of the information contained within these documents.  This 

means it will not be possible for us to respond to your request before the original deadline of 

17 January 2020, and so we are extending the deadline by a further 20 working days to 14 

February 2020. 

  

Your right to request a review 

  

If you are unhappy with our decision to extend the response deadline, you may ask us to carry 

out an internal review of the response, by writing to -   

  

Graham Black, Director Marine Scotland, Scottish Government, Area 1B South, Victoria 

Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ 

  

Email: directormarinescotland@gov.scot  

  

Your review request should explain why you are dissatisfied with this response, and should 

be made within 40 working days from the date when you received this letter.  We will 

complete the review and tell you the result, within 20 working days from the date when we 

receive your review request.  

  

If you are not satisfied with the result of the review, you then have the right to appeal to the 

Scottish Information Commissioner.  More detailed information on your appeal rights is 

available on the Commissioner’s website at: 

http://www.itspublicknowledge.info/YourRights/Unhappywiththeresponse/AppealingtoCom

missioner.aspx.   

   

Regards, 

Neil 

mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
mailto:Neil.Purvis@gov.scot
mailto:directormarinescotland@gov.scot
http://www.itspublicknowledge.info/YourRights/Unhappywiththeresponse/AppealingtoCommissioner.aspx
http://www.itspublicknowledge.info/YourRights/Unhappywiththeresponse/AppealingtoCommissioner.aspx


  

Neil Purvis  

Marine Scotland – Science  

Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory, PO Box 101| 375, Victoria Road | Aberdeen AB11 

9DB  

Tel: +44 (0)131 244 3287  

S/B: +44 (0)131 244 2500  

Mob:+44 (0)777 5818 281  

Fax: +44 (0)1224 295620  

e: neil.purvis@gov.scot  

w: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/marinescotland  

  

 From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com>  

Sent: 16 December 2019 13:03 

To: Purvis N (Neil) (MARLAB) <Neil.Purvis@gov.scot> 

Cc: Central Enquiry Unit <CEU@gov.scot>; McGregor H (Helen) (MARLAB) 

<Helen.McGregor@gov.scot> 

Subject: FOI re. ova imports since 8 June 2018 and data for 2016 with SSF included 

  

Many thanks for the information finally disclosed via FOI/18/01553.  It is a shame the 

Scottish Government needed to be forced into disclosing this information by the Scottish 

Information Commissioner.   

  

Could you please now provide ova import data since the last import detailed in the 

information disclosed today via FOI/18/01553 (i.e. data since 8 June 2018) including data on 

Scottish Sea Farms? 

  

This would include updating the data provided in May 2019 via FOI/19/00976 to include the 

data on Scottish Sea Farms: https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-19-00976/ 

  

And bringing the data up to today (16 December 2019).   

  

Could you please also provide full ova import data for 2016 (as previously requested and 

disclosed except for Scottish Sea Farms via FOI/18/02912: 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-18-02912/) 

  

Could you please provide information in relation to discussions re. ova imports since 29 

March 2018? 

  

This would include discussions with the Norwegian Government, egg companies, salmon 

farming companies and other parties (effectively an update of FOI/08/01043: 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-18-01043/ 

  

This would also include any emails, letters, Cabinet Briefings, press updates and other 

information on ova imports in relation to Scottish Sea Farms, Marine Harvest/Mowi Ireland, 

the Scottish Information Commissioner, Hendrix, Landcatch, Scottish Ministers and other 

parties (including any arguments set out by Scottish Sea Farms, lawyers, government officials 

or other parties in relation to the non-disclosure of ova import data).    
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mailto:Helen.McGregor@gov.scot
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-19-00976/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-18-02912/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-18-01043/


This would also include information on any disease risks and biosecurity concerns of ova 

imports (i.e. an update of FOI-18'03772 filed on 18 December 2018: 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-18-03773/).   

  

Please consider this a new FOI request under the relevant FOI and Environmental 

Information Regulations.   

  

Please provide this information electronically. 

  

Please provide a receipt for this FOI request. 

  

Thanks, 

  

Don Staniford 

  

Director, Scottish Salmon Watch  

  

On Mon, Dec 16, 2019 at 11:31 AM <Neil.Purvis@gov.scot> wrote: 

 

Dear Don 

  

Following the Scottish Information Commission’s Decision 160/2019, please find the 

attached response. 

  

Regards, 

 

Neil 

  

Neil Purvis  

 

Marine Scotland – Science  

Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory, PO Box 101| 375, Victoria Road | Aberdeen AB11 

9DB  

Tel: +44 (0)131 244 3287  

S/B: +44 (0)131 244 2500  

Mob:+44 (0)777 5818 281  

Fax: +44 (0)1224 295620  

e: neil.purvis@gov.scot  

w: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/marinescotland 
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