
 
 

Subject: FOI request re. Imidacloprid (BMK08/Ectosan) use by Benchmark at Ardtoe 

Marine Laboratory since 2013 

 

To:  Scottish Government: CEU@gov.scot 

Scottish Environment Protection Agency: foi@sepa.org.uk 

Veterinary Medicines Directorate: postmaster@vmd.defra.gsi.gov.uk 

 

Date: 3 September 2020 

 

Please provide information on the use of Imidacloprid (publicly known as Ectosan from 

December 2017 to November 2019 and then marketed by Benchmark as BMK08) at the FAI 

Aquaculture marine laboratory in Ardtoe since October 2013.   

 

In October 2013, Benchmark bought the Ardtoe marine research facility. 

 

It is understood that in December 2011 Benchmark's Fish Vet Group in Inverness registered a 

patent for the use of Imidicloprid (Ectosan) in salmon farming with approval it appears in 

March 2013.   
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Benchmark sold the Fish Vet Group in July 2020 although Benchmark's name still appears on 

the FVG web-site. 

 

 
 

Fish Farmer magazine reported in February 2020 that CleanTreat was "developed over a 10-

year period at Ardtoe in Scotland": 
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A FOI reply from the Scottish Government (FOI-19-01398) in July 2019 detailed: 

 

 
 

The FOI reply from the Scottish Government (FOI-19-01398) in July 2019 also cited "much 

of the initial development work in Scotland at our facility at Ardtoe" : 
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Please therefore provide information including any licences, discharge consents, approvals, 

trials and any other documents relating to the use of Imidacloprid (Ectosan/BMK08) at 

Ardtoe since October 2013.   

 

Scottish Salmon Watch would like to ascertain if any use of Imidacloprid (Ectosan/BMK08) 

by Benchmark - via their "10-year" development of CleanTreat at Ardtoe - has been officially 

approved by the Scottish Government, SEPA, the VMD or another authority.   

https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-19-01398/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-19-01398/


As background, Scottish Salmon Watch filed a FOI request in May 2020: 

 

 
 

Including: 
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Read more via FOI Letter to Scottish Ministers SEPA & VMD re Imidacloprid Field Trials 

20 May 2020 

 

 

Earlier this week (1 September 2020), the Scottish Government published a FOI reply: 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-letter-to-scottish-ministers-sepa-vmd-re-field-trials-20-may-2020-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-letter-to-scottish-ministers-sepa-vmd-re-field-trials-20-may-2020-1.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202000038615-2/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-letter-to-scottish-ministers-sepa-vmd-re-field-trials-20-may-2020-1.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202000038615-2/


Including: 

 

 
 

More background on FOI requests involving CleanTreat and Ectosan/BMK08/Imidacloprid - 

including an appeal to the Scottish Information Commissioner - are available via: 

 

Please Come Clean on BMK08!  

SEPA review of Imidacloprid refusal F0191802 18 May 2020 

SEPA review of Imidacloprid refusal F0191802 findings in full 18 May 2020 

SEPA review of Imidacloprid refusal F0191802 Mowi email to SEPA 10 March 2020 re 

Loch Ailort 

SEPA review of Imidacloprid refusal F0191802 Mowi letter to SEPA 10 March 2020 re Loch 

Ailort 

Scottish Government Imidacloprid FOI reply dated 11 May 2020 

CleanTreat: FOI Disclosures by the Scottish Government to Scottish Salmon Watch  

 

 

Please consider this a Freedom of Information request under the relevant FOI and 

Environmental Information regulations.   

 

Please provide the information electronically. 

 

Please provide a receipt for this FOI request. 

 

Thanks, 

 

 

 

Don Staniford 

 

Director, Scottish Salmon Watch: salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com  
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