
FOI reply from the Scottish Government on toxic chemical discharges via wellboats (31 

August 2020): 

 

From: <casehandling.service@gov.scot> 

Date: Mon, Aug 31, 2020 at 5:06 PM 

Subject: Your recent correspondence with Scottish Government and partner agencies - 

202000058631 

To: <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

 

Please find attached a response to your correspondence.  

 

 

Attachments: 

 

 

 



Appendix:  FOI disclosure (covering letter dated 31 August 2020 and 22 PDFs)  
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Scottish Salmon Watch's FOI request dated 8 July 2020: 

 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Wed, Jul 8, 2020 at 11:57 AM 

Subject: FOI re. Well Boats & Salmon Farms Since 1 October 2018 

To: <ceu@scotland.gsi.gov.uk> 

Please provide information on well boats and salmon farms since 1 October 2018. 

- Please include data on chemical use including Azamethiphos, Deltamethrin, Hydrogen 

Peroxide, Emamectin benzoate, Imidacloprid (BMK08/Ectosan) and any other chemicals, 

medicines, antibiotics and anti-parasiticides which may be used via well boats.  

- Please include any discussions relating to the input, sharing and publication of well boat 

data on chemical use by salmon farms via 'Scotland's Aquaculture' and SEPA's 'Scottish 

Pollutant Release Inventory' (this would include dialogue with salmon farmers, chemical 

companies and government agencies). 

- Please include copies of any well boat licences issued since 1 October 2018.  

- Please provide information on well boat bio-security, cleaning, mort disposal, diseases and 

chemical waste discharges in relation to salmon farming (including information relating to 

how and where the wastes, effluents and mortalities are discharged, transported and disposed 

of).  

- Please include any information relating to the transfer of licensing/regulatory powers for 

well boats from the Scottish Government (Marine Scotland) to SEPA including Cabinet 

Briefings, emails, letters and any other information. 

For example, a redacted email dated 6 December 2018 (believed to be from Marine Scotland) 

obtained by Scottish Salmon Watch from the Scottish Government via FOI in December 

2019 stated: 

"The position for now is very clear.  MS has been the licensing authority for wellboat 

discharges for the last 8 years,  However, and as the Cabinet Secretary [Fergus Ewing] will 

be aware from the discussions at the Aquaculture Industry Leadership Group, Marine 

Scotland have been actively looking at moving forward on the recommendation from the 

2016 'Independent review of Aquaculture Consents', which looked at the licensing role for 

wellboat discharge moving to SEPA.  That recommendation has raised some challenges but it 

still under active consideration and we are hopeful (sic) close to a conclusion" 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/cleantreat-foi-disclosures-by-the-scottish-government-dec-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/cleantreat-foi-disclosures-by-the-scottish-government-dec-2019.pdf


Scottish Salmon Watch is interested in why the transfer of licensing from Marine Scotland to 

SEPA is taking so long and why well boat data on chemical use by salmon farms is not 

posted publicly in a more speedy manner.  

Further context is available online here 

Please consider this a formal request for information under the relevant FOI and 

Environmental Information regulations.  

Please provide the information electronically. 

Please provide a receipt for this FOI request. 

Thanks, 

Don Staniford 

Director, Scottish Salmon Watch 

  

Read more details online here 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-re-well-boats-8-july-2020.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-re-well-boats-8-july-2020.pdf
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