
 
 

Advertising Standards Authority  

Castle House 

37-45 Paul Street 

London 

EC2A 4LS 

enquiries@asa.org.uk and davidb@ASA.Org.UK 

          19 November 2021 

 

Complaint Vs Mowi’s ‘Responsibly Farmed’ Scottish Salmon from Sainsbury’s & Tesco   
 

Please consider this a formal complaint against Mowi’s ‘Responsibly Farmed’ Scottish salmon – 

sold by Sainsbury’s and Tescos across the UK and advertised and marketed online.   

 

 
 

 

Scottish Salmon Watch and Animal Concern attach hard evidence here in support of the view 

that Mowi’s Scottish salmon is irresponsibly not responsibly farmed.   

 

Scottish Salmon Watch has also filed complaints against Aldi, ASDA, Lidl, Marks & Spencer, 

Morrisons, Sainsbury’s, Tesco and Waitrose with the Competition and Markets Authority and 

Trading Standards:  

 

Letter to CMA & Trading Standards dated 19 November 2021 

Hard Evidence Vs ‘Responsibly Farmed’ & ‘Responsibly Sourced’ Scottish Salmon (November 

2021)  

mailto:enquiries@asa.org.uk
mailto:davidb@ASA.Org.UK
https://www.asa.org.uk/make-a-complaint.html
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/mowi-scottish-salmon-fillets-230g
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/trading-standards-cma-letter-of-complaint-vs-supermarkets-copied-to-asa-19-nov-2021.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/trading-standards-hard-evidence-november-2021.pdf
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/mowi-scottish-salmon-fillets-230g
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/mowi-scottish-salmon-fillets-230g


Scottish Salmon Watch contacted the advertiser (Sainsbury’s) on 13 October 2021 but there has 

been no reply:  

 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com>  

Sent: 13 October 2021 13:45 

To: press_office@sainsburys.co.uk 

Subject: Question re. Mowi's "Responsibly Farmed" Scottish salmon advertised & marketed by 

Sainsbury's 

  

Could you please provide information justifying the advertising and marketing claim that Mowi's 

Scottish salmon - as sold by Sainsbury's - is "Responsibly Farmed"? 

  

Mowi's Scottish salmon products are marketed and advertised by Sainsbury's as "Responsibly 

Farmed": 

  

 

 
Online via:   

https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/mowi-signature-piri-piri-slow-roast-scottish-

salmon-fillets-x2-180g  

https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/mowi-scottish-salmon-fillets-230g 

https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/mowi-smoked-scottish-salmon-slices-x4-100g 

  

Other Scottish salmon products are marketed and advertised by Sainsbury's as "responsibly 

sourced": 

https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/sainsburys-honey-roast-salmon-portions-180g 

  

Specific information corroborating Sainbury's advertising and marketing claims would be much 

appreciated.   

  

I look forward to information within a week.   

  

 

[As of 11 November 2021, Sainsbury’s have still not replied]  

mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
mailto:press_office@sainsburys.co.uk
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/mowi-signature-piri-piri-slow-roast-scottish-salmon-fillets-x2-180g
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/mowi-signature-piri-piri-slow-roast-scottish-salmon-fillets-x2-180g
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/mowi-scottish-salmon-fillets-230g
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/mowi-smoked-scottish-salmon-slices-x4-100g
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/sainsburys-honey-roast-salmon-portions-180g


Mowi’s ‘Responsibly Farmed’ Scottish salmon is also widely advertised on Facebook: 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=445290216723271
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=445290216723271
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=445290216723271
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=445290216723271


A concerned supporter also emailed (20 October 2021) to say they had watched a misleading 

advert on TV (on Sky and ITV) for Mowi’s Scottish salmon – here’s an advert available online 

for Mowi’s Scottish salmon which includes the “responsibly farmed” advertising on the 

packaging. 

 

 
 

Here’s a Mowi Scottish salmon product advertised online by Tesco: 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=085pUoBr_JY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=085pUoBr_JY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=085pUoBr_JY
https://www.tesco.com/groceries/en-GB/products/310127031
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=085pUoBr_JY
https://www.tesco.com/groceries/en-GB/products/310127031


The product description includes the claim “responsibly farm raised” and that Mowi is a 

company associated with “responsible farming”:  

 

 
 

Another Mowi salmon product advertised online by Tesco includes the claim “responsibly 

farmed”: 

 

 
 

 

https://www.tesco.com/groceries/en-GB/products/310127031
https://www.tesco.com/groceries/en-GB/products/310136817?selectedUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fdigitalcontent.api.tesco.com%2Fv2%2Fmedia%2Fghs%2F15af0b12-d06e-4485-a0e2-9d5d2d4f00c9%2F87257856-822c-4725-8704-3d9128a33ec7.jpeg%3Fh%3D540%26w%3D540
https://www.tesco.com/groceries/en-GB/products/310127031
https://www.tesco.com/groceries/en-GB/products/310136817?selectedUrl=https://digitalcontent.api.tesco.com/v2/media/ghs/15af0b12-d06e-4485-a0e2-9d5d2d4f00c9/87257856-822c-4725-8704-3d9128a33ec7.jpeg?h=540&w=540
https://www.tesco.com/groceries/en-GB/products/310136817?selectedUrl=https://digitalcontent.api.tesco.com/v2/media/ghs/15af0b12-d06e-4485-a0e2-9d5d2d4f00c9/87257856-822c-4725-8704-3d9128a33ec7.jpeg?h=540&w=540


Both Animal Concern and Ecohustler have also raised concerns directly with Marks & Spencer 

over their advertising claims.   

 

From: Don Staniford  

Sent: 20 September 2021 12:24 

To: Steven.Mclean@marks-and-spencer.com 

Cc: steve.rowe@marks-and-spencer.com; food.pressoffice@marks-and-spencer.com 

Subject: "Responsibly Sourced Scottish Salmon" - justification? 

  

Steven, 

  

Could M&S please provide justification for your in-store advertising claims that your Scottish 

salmon is “responsibly sourced”? 

  

This photo was taken in M&S in Fort William on 5th September 2021: 

 

 
  

 

Similar advertising claims re. M&S’s “responsibly sourced” Scottish salmon are made online 

via: 

https://www.ocado.com/products/m-s-scottish-skin-on-salmon-fillets-518184011 

https://www.ocado.com/products/m-s-scottish-salmon-fillet-joint-skin-on-520580011 

https://www.facebook.com/MarksandSpencer/posts/all-ms-fish-is-responsibly-sourced-and-our-

farmed-salmon-is-100-scottish-so-when/10157847196168612/ 

https://www.facebook.com/111976040495431/photos/all-our-fresh-salmon-is-scottish-and-is-

only-sourced-from-ms-select-farms-we-kno/123114016048300/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uvHDztBCtyg 

  

mailto:Steven.Mclean@marks-and-spencer.com
mailto:steve.rowe@marks-and-spencer.com
mailto:food.pressoffice@marks-and-spencer.com
https://www.ocado.com/products/m-s-scottish-skin-on-salmon-fillets-518184011
https://www.ocado.com/products/m-s-scottish-salmon-fillet-joint-skin-on-520580011
https://www.facebook.com/MarksandSpencer/posts/all-ms-fish-is-responsibly-sourced-and-our-farmed-salmon-is-100-scottish-so-when/10157847196168612/
https://www.facebook.com/MarksandSpencer/posts/all-ms-fish-is-responsibly-sourced-and-our-farmed-salmon-is-100-scottish-so-when/10157847196168612/
https://www.facebook.com/111976040495431/photos/all-our-fresh-salmon-is-scottish-and-is-only-sourced-from-ms-select-farms-we-kno/123114016048300/
https://www.facebook.com/111976040495431/photos/all-our-fresh-salmon-is-scottish-and-is-only-sourced-from-ms-select-farms-we-kno/123114016048300/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uvHDztBCtyg


I understand that Ecohustler has raised environmental, welfare and sustainability concerns with 

you directly via: 

https://ecohustler.com/culture/the-salmon-dance-mands-petition-hand-in-event 

https://ecohustler.com/technology/reply-from-mands-on-factory-farmed-salmon 

https://ecohustler.com/technology/open-letter-to-marks-and-spencer-on-salmon 

  

And over 115,000 people have signed a petition asking M&S to stop labelling unsustainable 

salmon as ‘responsibly sourced’: 

https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/come-clean-about-the-damage-caused-by-your-farmed-

salmon 

  

M&S’s Scottish salmon supplier (I understand your sole salmon supplier) Scottish Sea Farms has 

featured in various video exposes which undermine M&S’s “responsibly sourced” claim with 

respect to fish welfare: 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/05/rspca-suspends-spelve-salmon-farm-

urgently-investigates-ms-supplier-scottish-sea-farms-.html 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/05/herald-on-sunday-scottish-ms-supplier-

blames-seals-for-salmon-wounds-as-rspca-assured-status-is-susp.html 

https://www.ciwf.org.uk/news/2021/03/murky-depths-of-the-scottish-salmon-industry-exposed-

in-new-undercover-investigation 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/12/bbc-countryfile-features-lice-infested-rspca-

assured-salmon-.html 

https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/18836582.scottish-salmon-found-sickening-conditions-

across-scotland-sea-lice-problem-escalates/ 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/in-july-2020-scottish-salmon-watch-filmed-

inside-salmon-cages-at-the-scottish-salmon-company-in-loch-striven.html 

  

Not to mention diseases, viruses and mortality issues: 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/08/breaking-news-isa-reported-at-rspca-assured-

scottish-sea-farms-on-the-isle-of-mull.html 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/08/damning-disease-report-for-scottish-sea-

farms-in-loch-spelve-.html 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/04/update-mortality-rate-over-36-at-rspca-

assured-scottish-sea-farms-.html  

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/the-culling-farms-new-case-information-

from-the-scottish-government-.html 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-

scottish-salmon.html 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/06/ms-drop-lochmuir-fake-brand-in-favour-of-

rspca-assured-out-of-the-frying-pan-into-the-fire.html 

  

And the killing of seals: 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/02/scottish-salmons-1-seal-killer-norways-

scottish-sea-farms-named-shamed.html 

 

And even whales: 

https://ecohustler.com/culture/the-salmon-dance-mands-petition-hand-in-event
https://ecohustler.com/technology/reply-from-mands-on-factory-farmed-salmon
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https://www.ciwf.org.uk/news/2021/03/murky-depths-of-the-scottish-salmon-industry-exposed-in-new-undercover-investigation
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https://donstaniford.typepad.com/scottish_salmons_seal_kil/2014/07/salmon-farming-kills-

whales.html 

  

As you know, before a complaint can be filed with the ASA an opportunity to justify the 

advertising claims must be given to the advertiser.   Hence, could you please provide evidence 

that your Scottish salmon is “responsibly sourced” or withdraw your advertising claims.   

  

Your blog dated 4 December 2020 claims via 

https://corporate.marksandspencer.com/stories/blog/what-makes-m-and-s-salmon-responsibly-

sourced 

 

“It’s my team’s responsibility to ensure that our salmon is always sourced responsibly and 

central to that is our leading Select Farms standards together with our long-standing partnership 

with our supplier Scottish Sea Farms. Although there are many farms operated by Scottish Sea 

Farms across Scotland, at M&S we only source from a handful of dedicated farms that are 

exclusive to our business—meaning we know and trust our Select Farmers to meet our high 

standards…..But we know there’s always more to be done. Because of our incredibly strong 

relationship with Scottish Sea Farms, we’ll continue working collaboratively to keep on 

improving our standards, so that our customers can trust that M&S salmon has always been, and 

always will be, sourced responsibly.” 

  

In your reply, could you please expand on how M&S Scottish salmon is always “responsibly 

sourced”? 

  

From the recently published photos from a Scottish Government inspection of M&S’s ‘RSPCA 

Assured’ Loch Spelve salmon farm in May 2021 it does not appear that your advertising claims 

are correct: 

 

 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/scottish_salmons_seal_kil/2014/07/salmon-farming-kills-whales.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/scottish_salmons_seal_kil/2014/07/salmon-farming-kills-whales.html
https://corporate.marksandspencer.com/stories/blog/what-makes-m-and-s-salmon-responsibly-sourced
https://corporate.marksandspencer.com/stories/blog/what-makes-m-and-s-salmon-responsibly-sourced
https://corporate.marksandspencer.com/sustainability/food-and-household/product-standards/raw-materials-commodities-and-ingredients/fish-and-shellfish


 
  

Photos via https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/08/damning-disease-report-for-

scottish-sea-farms-in-loch-spelve-.html 

  

Further information to corroborate your advertising claims is therefore much appreciated.   

  

Thanks, 

  

Don Staniford 

Campaigns Manager, Animal Concern  

 

 

In April 2021, Ecohustler submitted an online complaint to the ASA against Marks & Spencers’ 

claims of “responsible” salmon.   

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/08/damning-disease-report-for-scottish-sea-farms-in-loch-spelve-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/08/damning-disease-report-for-scottish-sea-farms-in-loch-spelve-.html
https://ecohustler.com/culture/submit-a-complaint-to-the-asa-about-dodgy-mands-salmon-ads
https://ecohustler.com/culture/submit-a-complaint-to-the-asa-about-dodgy-mands-salmon-ads
https://ecohustler.com/culture/submit-a-complaint-to-the-asa-about-dodgy-mands-salmon-ads


 
 

 
It is understood that the ASA did not even reply to Ecohustler’s complaint and no ruling can be 

found online.   

 

The issue of “responsibly sourced” claims was raised by Animals Concern with the ASA back in 

July 2021: 

 

From: john@jfrobins.force9.co.uk <john@jfrobins.force9.co.uk>  

Sent: 21 July 2021 03:46 

To: 'enquiries@asa.org.uk' <enquiries@asa.org.uk> 

Subject: Use of phrase "responsibly sourced". 

  

Advertising Standards Authority 

Castle House, 37-45 Paul Street 

London EC2A 4LS  

  

https://www.asa.org.uk/codes-and-rulings/rulings.html
mailto:john@jfrobins.force9.co.uk
mailto:john@jfrobins.force9.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@asa.org.uk
mailto:enquiries@asa.org.uk
https://ecohustler.com/culture/submit-a-complaint-to-the-asa-about-dodgy-mands-salmon-ads
https://ecohustler.com/culture/submit-a-complaint-to-the-asa-about-dodgy-mands-salmon-ads


Dear Sir or Madam, 

  

I am hoping you can help me determine whether or not there is a legal or accepted definition of 

the phrase “Responsibly Sourced”.   

  

In 2019 I persuaded the last retailer (the Co-op) describing salmon farmed in Scotland as 

“Sustainably Farmed” to stop using the term sustainable when referring to salmon farmed in 

Scotland as then and now there are no farms in Scotland producing salmon which can be 

described as sustainably produced. 

  

Many retailers have now started using putting the phrase “Responsibly Sourced” on their 

packaging and promotional material for salmon farmed in Scotland. Scottish Government 

figures, based on information supplied by salmon farmers, show that millions of fish die of 

disease or injury on salmon farms every year. Parasites are a major problem on many farms and 

huge numbers of fish are literally eaten alive by sealice which can also cause mortalities in wild 

fish in the vicinity of the farms. It galls me to see salmon from these farms marketed as 

“Responsibly Sourced”.  

  

Do you have a definition or standard that must be met before an advertiser can use the phrase 

“Responsibly Sourced”? 

  

Yours faithfully, 

 

 John F. Robins, 

Animal Concern 

 

 

From: David Barber <davidb@ASA.Org.UK>  

Sent: 06 August 2021 09:25 

To: 'john@jfrobins.force9.co.uk' <john@jfrobins.force9.co.uk> 

Subject: RE: [External] Use of phrase "responsibly sourced". 

  

Dear Mr Robins, 

  

Thanks for your email and I’m sorry for the delay in getting back to you. 

  

We don’t have a definition for the term “Responsibly Sourced”, in these situations we would 

asses any ad based on the context and product it was used for.  If you have any concerns about 

the use of the term in a company’s advertising please feel free to submit a complaint for 

assessment. 

  

Yours sincerely,  

  

David Barber 

Complaints Executive 

Direct line 020 7492 2140 

mailto:davidb@ASA.Org.UK
mailto:john@jfrobins.force9.co.uk
mailto:john@jfrobins.force9.co.uk


We note that in 2019 the ASA intervened informally against the use of the word ‘sustainable’ 

when advertising Scottish salmon. 

 

 

 

 
 

https://theferret.scot/loch-duart-sustainable-advertising/
https://theferret.scot/loch-duart-sustainable-advertising/
https://theferret.scot/loch-duart-sustainable-advertising/
https://theferret.scot/loch-duart-sustainable-advertising/
https://theferret.scot/loch-duart-sustainable-advertising/


Here’s the ASA’s confirmation that the advertiser (Loch Duart) had removed the word 

“sustainable” after the complaint by Fishy Business:  

 

 
 

 
 

 

We therefore ask that the ASA now formally rule against the use of the advertising and 

marketing slogans “responsibly farmed” and “responsibly sourced” in the context of Scottish 

salmon.   

 

Together with the CMA and Trading Standards there would seem scope via the ‘Green Claims 

Code’ published in September 2021 to take enforcement action against supermarkets.   

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/green-claims-code-making-environmental-claims
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/green-claims-code-making-environmental-claims


Please note that Which reported last month (6 October 2021):  

 

“A recent petition calling for Marks & Spencer to stop labelling its farmed salmon as 

‘responsibly sourced’ has gathered more than 115,00 signatures on online campaigning platform, 

38 Degrees. But M&S certainly isn’t the only retailer labelling its salmon this way – all the UK 

supermarkets state their farmed salmon is either ‘responsibly sourced’ or ‘responsibly farmed’. 

So why the controversy over this labelling?......The use of the term ‘responsibly’ sourced or 

farmed is the result of a voluntary code created by the Sustainable Seafood Coalition of which 

the majority of supermarkets are members. Farmed seafood can’t be labelled ‘sustainable’.” 

 

The ‘Sustainable Seafood Coalition’ met in July 2011 to discuss environmental claims for the 

labeling of aquaculture products.   

 

 
 

 
 

Minutes of the meeting in July 2011 included: 

https://www.which.co.uk/news/2021/10/should-you-buy-farmed-salmon/
http://www.documents.clientearth.org/library/download-info/sustainable-seafood-coalition-ssc-labelling-working-group-meeting-minutes-25th-july-2011-aquaculture-focus/
http://www.documents.clientearth.org/library/download-info/sustainable-seafood-coalition-ssc-labelling-working-group-meeting-minutes-25th-july-2011-aquaculture-focus/
http://www.documents.clientearth.org/library/download-info/sustainable-seafood-coalition-ssc-labelling-working-group-meeting-minutes-25th-july-2011-aquaculture-focus/


 
 

 
 

http://www.documents.clientearth.org/library/download-info/sustainable-seafood-coalition-ssc-labelling-working-group-meeting-minutes-25th-july-2011-aquaculture-focus/
http://www.documents.clientearth.org/library/download-info/sustainable-seafood-coalition-ssc-labelling-working-group-meeting-minutes-25th-july-2011-aquaculture-focus/


 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

http://www.documents.clientearth.org/library/download-info/sustainable-seafood-coalition-ssc-labelling-working-group-meeting-minutes-25th-july-2011-aquaculture-focus/
http://www.documents.clientearth.org/library/download-info/sustainable-seafood-coalition-ssc-labelling-working-group-meeting-minutes-25th-july-2011-aquaculture-focus/
http://www.documents.clientearth.org/library/download-info/sustainable-seafood-coalition-ssc-labelling-working-group-meeting-minutes-25th-july-2011-aquaculture-focus/
http://www.documents.clientearth.org/library/download-info/sustainable-seafood-coalition-ssc-labelling-working-group-meeting-minutes-25th-july-2011-aquaculture-focus/


Minutes of another ‘Sustainable Seafood Coalition’ meeting in June 2012 included:  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

https://www.sustainableseafoodcoalition.org/meeting-minutes/
https://www.sustainableseafoodcoalition.org/meeting-minutes/


 
 

Further information on the ‘Sustainable Seafood Coalition’ – whose membership includes Tesco, 

Sainsbury’s, M&S, Morrisons, Coop, Waitrose and Lidl - is available online here 

 

 
 

 

 

Animal Concern and Scottish Salmon Watch object not only to the term ‘sustainable’ farmed 

salmon but also to the term ‘responsible’.  In view of the raft of environmental problems caused 

by salmon farms – spearheaded by Mowi (they changed their name from Marine Harvest in 2019 

due to “negative consumer perception”) – we believe that farmed salmon should carry 

environmental warning labels not “responsibly farmed” or “responsibly sourced” labels.   

 

https://www.sustainableseafoodcoalition.org/members/
https://www.sustainableseafoodcoalition.org/members/
https://www.sustainableseafoodcoalition.org/
https://www.intrafish.com/marketplace/negative-perception-of-marine-harvest-behind-switch-to-mowi/2-1-559988
https://www.morrisons-corporate.com/cr/seafood/farmed-seafood/


 
 

We therefore ask that the ASA rules against the use of the advertising and marketing slogan 

“Responsibly Farmed” with reference to Mowi’s Scottish farmed salmon as sold by Sainsbury’s 

and Tesco.      

 

As background please note that in September 2021, National Geographic reported:  

 

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/article/why-you-might-not-be-getting-the-salmon-you-paid-for
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/article/why-you-might-not-be-getting-the-salmon-you-paid-for


 

 The National Geographic article referred readers to damning video footage show by Scottish 

Salmon Watch inside Mowi’s salmon farms in July 2021: 

 

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/article/why-you-might-not-be-getting-the-salmon-you-paid-for
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/article/why-you-might-not-be-getting-the-salmon-you-paid-for
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/article/why-you-might-not-be-getting-the-salmon-you-paid-for
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/article/why-you-might-not-be-getting-the-salmon-you-paid-for


Scottish Salmon Watch’s video footage of Mowi’s lice infested salmon farms was watched by 

over 1 million people on Instagram.   

 

 
 

The Mail on Sunday reported in July 2021:   

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/08/horror-mowi-please-boycott-rspca-assured-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/08/horror-mowi-please-boycott-rspca-assured-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/mail-on-sunday-revealed-the-nauseating-underbelly-of-scotlands-1-billion-salmon-farms.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/08/horror-mowi-please-boycott-rspca-assured-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/mail-on-sunday-revealed-the-nauseating-underbelly-of-scotlands-1-billion-salmon-farms.html


In September 2020, a report published in Canada showcased the greenwashing of seafood 

(including farmed salmon):  

 

 
 

“For self-declared claims, the government should strengthen requirements for the use of the 

terms ‘sustainable’ or ‘responsible’ by stipulating that third-party verification is the only 

acceptable evidence to support their use,” reported SeaChoice. 

 

In March 2021, Mowi settled a class action lawsuit in the United States: 

 

 

https://www.seachoice.org/certification-verification-or-fabrication-a-seachoice-report/
https://www.seachoice.org/certification-verification-or-fabrication-a-seachoice-report/
https://www.seachoice.org/certification-verification-or-fabrication-a-seachoice-report/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/mowi-settles-class-action-lawsuit-for-13-million-.html
https://www.seachoice.org/certification-verification-or-fabrication-a-seachoice-report/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/mowi-settles-class-action-lawsuit-for-13-million-.html


 
 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/mowi-settles-class-action-lawsuit-for-13-million-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/mowi-settles-class-action-lawsuit-for-13-million-.html


Intrafish reported (1 July 2021):  

 

 

https://www.intrafish.com/legal/cooke-unable-to-quash-lawsuit-over-deceptive-marketing-practices/2-1-1033395
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/.a/6a016766faffa0970b027880356929200d-pi
https://www.intrafish.com/legal/cooke-unable-to-quash-lawsuit-over-deceptive-marketing-practices/2-1-1033395


In September 2021, Salmon & Trout Conservation wrote to the Scottish Government asking it to 

substantiate its claim that salmon farming is “sustainable”.   

 

 
 

 

 

https://salmon-trout.org/2021/09/30/salmon-farming/
https://salmon-trout.org/2021/09/30/salmon-farming/
https://salmon-trout.org/2021/09/30/salmon-farming/
https://salmon-trout.org/2021/09/30/salmon-farming/
https://salmon-trout.org/2021/09/30/salmon-farming/


The Sunday Times reported (17 October 2021): 

 

 

Scottish Salmon Watch’s forthcoming report - 'Greenwashing Scottish Salmon' – will provide  

further details. 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/10/sunday-times-greenwashing-claim-over-effect-of-fish-farming-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/04/greenwashing-scottish-salmon-new-report-out-in-early-2021.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/10/Greenwashing%20claim%20over%20effect%20of%20fish%20farming
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/04/greenwashing-scottish-salmon-new-report-out-in-early-2021.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/04/greenwashing-scottish-salmon-new-report-out-in-early-2021.html


Social media is awash with pushback against the salmon farming industry’s claims of 

‘responsible farming’. 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/SalmonScotland/status/1455476276572078086
https://twitter.com/SalmonScotland/photo


‘Irresponsibly Sourced’ salmon stickers are now available.  Inside Scottish Salmon Feedlots 

posted on Facebook (2 November 2021): 

 

 
 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/issf.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/issf.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/issf.org.uk/photos/pcb.1356574738092262/1356570058092730


 
 

 

 

https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1455901886691921924
https://salmonbusiness.com/every-little-helps-heavy-discounting-of-mowi-branded-salmon-key-to-bid-to-win-market-share/


Just this week a new report – “Floundering Around: An assessment of where European retailers 

stand on the sourcing of farmed fish” - published by Changing Markets Foundation lambasted 

supermarkets for poor environmental and welfare performance on sourcing farmed fish. 

 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/11/new-report-floundering-around-an-assessment-of-where-european-retailers-stand-on-the-sourcing-of-far.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/11/new-report-floundering-around-an-assessment-of-where-european-retailers-stand-on-the-sourcing-of-far.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/11/new-report-floundering-around-an-assessment-of-where-european-retailers-stand-on-the-sourcing-of-far.html
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1461333653619937282


This weekend (21 November 2021), French TV will broadcast an exposé of Scottish salmon 

including shocking video evidence of welfare abuse shot inside salmon farms in Scotland.   

 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/11/french-tv-roasts-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/11/french-tv-roasts-scottish-salmon.html
https://www.francetvpro.fr/contenu-de-presse/23567954


Hard Evidence Against ‘Responsibly Farmed’ Mowi Salmon (November 2021) 

 

In November 2020, Scottish Salmon Watch wrote to the Norwegian Government (as one of the 

largest investors in ‘Scottish’ salmon farming) detailing a catalogue of problems associated with 

salmon farms including Norwegian-owned Mowi.  “In summary, Norwegian investments are 

fuelling the expansion of salmon farming in Scotland and contributing to environmental damage 

and welfare abuse,” stated the letter dated 29 November 2020.   

 

 

 

The letter dated 29 November 2020 cited in reference to Mowi in particular: 

  

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/norwegian-government-asked-to-divest-from-unethical-irresponsible-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/norwegian-government-asked-to-divest-from-unethical-irresponsible-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-norwegian-pension-fund-divestment-30-november-2020.pdf


Mowi, too, is plagued by problems including mass mortalities and infectious diseases even 

though it is a company (like Scottish Sea Farms and Grieg Seafood) which boasts welfare 

certification via RSPCA Assured.    

 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/09/disease-mortalities-plague-scottish-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/sunday-times-rspca-paid-over-500000-to-back-scottish-salmon-industry.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/sunday-times-rspca-paid-over-500000-to-back-scottish-salmon-industry.html
https://vimeo.com/441103390
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/mowis-q3-2020-results-.html


Please take time to look through some of the photos published by the Scottish Government's Fish 

Health Inspectorate (which lawyers representing Scottish Sea Farms and The Scottish Salmon 

Company and Mowi's media adviser desperately tried to block from publication):  

 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/08/revealed-legal-threats-to-prevent-publication-of-damning-photographs-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/08/revealed-legal-threats-to-prevent-publication-of-damning-photographs-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/10/exposed-photo-disclosures-reveals-diseased-deformed-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1247554784950878210


Is this welfare abuse and unhealthy situation really something that Mowi's second largest 

shareholder is willing to condone so long as the Norwegian people secure a healthy return on 

their investment? 

 

 
 

Read more about Mowi in particular via: 

Disease Breaks Mowi's Heart in Scotland  

Mowi Plagued by Gill Infections & Heart Disease 

Mowi Plagued by Infectious Diseases & "Biological Issues" - Q2 2020 volume guidance reduced 

8,000 tonnes for Scotland 

RSPCA Assured Mowi Plagued by Mass Mortalities & Infectious Diseases on Skye  

Be Sure to Boycott RSPCA Assured Scottish Salmon - Shocking New Photos Published of 

Mowi's North Shore Feedlot in Loch Erisort!  

Deadly Mowi - the Horror Story Continues!  

'Moribund' Mowi: Salmon Gill Poxvirus, Amoebic Gill Disease & Anaemia at Ardintoul  

Mowi's Mass Mortalities Pile Ever Higher  

Sunday National/Ferret: "Salmon company Mowi rapped over fish welfare after 700,000 deaths"  

Mowi's Welfare Nightmare on Rum - "blind", "physical damage", "anorexic" & over 40,000 

dead fish! 

https://mowi.com/investors/share-and-bond/shareholders/
https://mowi.com/investors/share-and-bond/shareholders/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/mowis-q3-2020-results-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/09/mowi-plagued-by-gill-infections-heart-disease-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/08/mowi-plagued-by-infectious-diseases-biological-issues-q2-2020-volume-guidance-reduced-8000-tonnes-fo.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/08/mowi-plagued-by-infectious-diseases-biological-issues-q2-2020-volume-guidance-reduced-8000-tonnes-fo.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/05/mass-mortalities-black-death-plague-at-mowi-on-skye-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/04/be-sure-to-boycott-mowi-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/04/be-sure-to-boycott-mowi-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/deaths-at-mowi-the-horror-story-continues.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/01/moribund-mowi-salmon-gill-poxvirus-amoebic-gill-disease-anaemia-at-ardintoul-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/12/mowis-mass-mortalities-pile-ever-higher-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/11/sunay-nationalferret-salmon-company-mowi-rapped-over-fish-welfare-after-700000-deaths-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/mowis-welfare-disease-nightmare-on-rum-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/mowis-welfare-disease-nightmare-on-rum-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html


Mowi was found guilty of welfare abuse at their aptly-named 'Bay of Dead Heads' salmon farm 

in 2019.   

 

 

 

 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/11/sunay-nationalferret-salmon-company-mowi-rapped-over-fish-welfare-after-700000-deaths-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/11/sunay-nationalferret-salmon-company-mowi-rapped-over-fish-welfare-after-700000-deaths-.html
https://www.thenational.scot/news/18026340.salmon-company-mowi-rapped-fish-welfare-700-000-deaths/
https://vimeo.com/349125717
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/11/sunay-nationalferret-salmon-company-mowi-rapped-over-fish-welfare-after-700000-deaths-.html


In view of Mowi's appalling track record in Scotland it is not surprising that this company is 

being named and shamed on social media. 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/issf.org.uk/photos/a.540289616387449/1124412207975184
https://www.facebook.com/issf.org.uk/photos/a.540289616387449/1124412207975184
https://www.facebook.com/issf.org.uk/photos/a.540289616387449/1124412207975184
https://www.facebook.com/issf.org.uk/photos/a.540289616387449/1124412207975184


Mowi may have been forced to change their name from Marine Harvest due to negative 

consumer perception but it still ranks as one of the worst salmon farming companies in terms of 

welfare abuse.  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Norwegian-owned Mowi was responsible for two mass escapes in 2020 totaling over 120,000 

fish - that's over twice the entire 'wild' catch of salmon in Scotland in 2019! 

 

https://www.intrafish.com/marketplace/negative-perception-of-marine-harvest-behind-switch-to-mowi/2-1-559988
https://www.intrafish.com/marketplace/negative-perception-of-marine-harvest-behind-switch-to-mowi/2-1-559988
https://www.onekind.scot/new-report-highlights-worst-and-best-salmon-farms-in-scotland-for-animal-welfare/
https://www.onekind.scot/new-report-highlights-worst-and-best-salmon-farms-in-scotland-for-animal-welfare/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/bbc-one-show-on-escapes-from-salmon-farms-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/bbc-one-show-on-escapes-from-salmon-farms-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/08/mowi-recaptures-1-of-escapees-in-scotland-.html
https://www.onekind.scot/new-report-highlights-worst-and-best-salmon-farms-in-scotland-for-animal-welfare/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html


Data published online by the Scottish Government via 'Scotland's Aquaculture' details mass 

escapes for companies invested in by the Norwegian Government - with 3.2 million escapees 

from salmon farms since 2000 in 276 reported incidents:  

 

 
 

BBC News reported in January 2020: 

 

 

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_escapes.aspx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-glasgow-west-51191270
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_escapes.aspx


BBC News reported in August 2020: 

 

 
 

BBC News reported in September 2020: 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-glasgow-west-53913708
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-glasgow-west-54103668
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-glasgow-west-53913708
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-glasgow-west-54103668


Mowi took a battering in the media including the BBC One Show in October 2020: 

 

 
 

Peer-reviewed science published by the Royal Society of London in 2003 reported that escapes 

could precipitate "an extinction vortex" in wild salmon.    

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/bbc-one-show-on-escapes-from-salmon-farms-.html
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1691531/
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1314502469729357826


 
 

 
 

Read more via: 

"Mowi should be fined & have their licence to operate rescinded" 

 Zero Escapees Recovered by Mowi Out of 48,834 - That's Officially 0%!  

Far from Fine: Mowi Recaptures Less Than 1% of Escapees in Scotland! 

Scottish Salmon's Great Escape 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/mowi-should-be-fined-have-their-licence-to-operate-rescinded.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/zero-escapees-recovered-by-mowi-out-of-48834-thats-officially-0.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/08/mowi-recaptures-1-of-escapees-in-scotland-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2014/03/scottish-salmons-great-escape-.html
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1296762354558959624
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1319651056146591744


- Waste Pollution: The scale of salmon farming in Scotland has certainly led to "unsatisfactory" 

waste impacts on the sea-bed under salmon farms.  Data is published online via Scotland's 

Aquaculture web-site with 'Fish Farm Annual Emissions' data detailing discharges of Nitrogen, 

Phosphorus, Carbon, Copper from feed and nets and Zinc from feed and 'Sealice In-Feed 

Treatment Residues' detailing benthic contamination.   

 

 
 

 

The largest annual emissions of zinc, nitrogen, phosphorus and organic carbon since 2005 are 

dominated by Mowi-owned salmon farms with discharges highest in more recent years.   

 

 
 

Biomass exceedances - which can be seen as an indicator of excessive and unauthorised 

pollution - were dominated by Mowi with Scottish Sea Farms also featuring in the worst cases:  

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_annual_emissions.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_annual_emissions.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/sealice_in_feed_treatment_residues.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/sealice_in_feed_treatment_residues.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_annual_emissions.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/data.aspx


 
 

2020 is expected to be the worst on record with the Scottish Environment Protection Agency 

announcing in March 2020 that biomass limits could be breached during the Covid-19 crisis 

(although SEPA proposed lifting biomass limits back in 2017).  Data is currently only available 

up to July 2020 with Q3 2020 not published until December. 

 

 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/03/sepa-relax-environmental-controls-during-coronavirus-crisis-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/03/sepa-relax-environmental-controls-during-coronavirus-crisis-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/01/press-release-recipe-for-ruin-sepa-lifts-limits-on-salmon-farms.html
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1238161071501869058


BBC's investigative show 'Panorama' raised the issue of biomass breaches in May 2019.  

 

 
 

 

Mowi's waste impacts across Scotland have resulted in rafts of "Unsatisfactory" benthic 

monitoring surveys - including Loch Ewe salmon farm which Mowi has been forced to close 

down along with another salmon farm in Loch Duich.  The Ross-shire Journal reported (22 

November 2020) that the Scottish Environment Protection Agency will "implement a post 

closure monitoring programme to continue to assess the health of the marine environment" under 

Mowi's Loch Ewe salmon farm.  

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0005hc1/panorama-salmon-farming-exposed
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-business-48923807
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-business-48923807
https://www.ross-shirejournal.co.uk/news/mowi-closes-wester-ross-salmon-farm-site-219155/
https://www.ross-shirejournal.co.uk/news/mowi-closes-wester-ross-salmon-farm-site-219155/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2494331710668916


 
 

BBC's Panorama show featured video footage of the waste impacts of Mowi in May 2019: 

 

 
 

The video footage from diver David Ainsley was captured under Mowi's Poll Na Gille salmon 

farm - ranked by OneKind in 2018 as the worst salmon farm in Scotland.   

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-48266480
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=POQYvwoVkS8
https://theferret.scot/fish-farms-worst-animal-welfare/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2494331710668916


Analysis of the benthic data published by the Scottish Environment Protection Agency via 

'Scotland's Aquaculture' reveals over 1,000 'Unsatisfactory' Environmental Monitoring Surveys 

for salmon farms - including the most recent surveys dominated by Mowi, The Scottish Salmon 

Company, Scottish Sea Farms and Grieg Seafood:  

 

 
 

According to the 'Scottish Pollutant Release Inventory' published by SEPA, here's the top 20 

salmon farms discharging the toxic chemical Azamethiphos in 2019 (dominated by 

Mowi/Marine Harvest): 

 

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/environmental_monitoring_surveys.aspx
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https://www2.sepa.org.uk/spripa/Search/ByPollutant/Results.aspx?Media=water-d&Pollutant=169&Year=2019
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/environmental_monitoring_surveys.aspx
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/spripa/Search/ByPollutant/Results.aspx?Media=water-d&Pollutant=169&Year=2019


According to the 'Scottish Pollutant Release Inventory' published by SEPA, here's the top 24 

salmon farms discharging the toxic chemical Deltamethrin in 2019 (again dominated by 

Mowi/Marine Harvest but also featuring The Scottish Salmon Company and Grieg Seafood): 

 

Here's data for the first six months of 2020 published via Scotland's Aquaculture with Mowi 

salmon farms dominating the top 10 sites using Deltamethrin and Azamethiphos and The 

Scottish Salmon Company dominating the top 10 salmon farms using Emamectin benzoate: 

 

 
 

https://www2.sepa.org.uk/spripa/Search/ByPollutant/Results.aspx?Media=water-d&Pollutant=291&Year=2019
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/spripa/Search/ByPollutant/Results.aspx?Media=water-d&Pollutant=291&Year=2019
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx


 
 

 
 

 

 

Data published via Scotland's Aquaculture (sourced return submitted by salmon farms to the 

Scottish Environment Protection Agency) detail how Norwegian-owned companies dominate the 

use of toxic chemicals.  Here's the top 20 monthly uses of Deltamethrin headed by Mowi/Marine 

Harvest and The Scottish Salmon Company - with 2075 monthly uses reported since 

Deltamethrin was first used in September 2008 (Deltamethrin replaced the equally toxic 

Cypermethrin which was used in Scotland from the late 1990s - often illegally - and phased out 

on Scottish salmon farms in 2011): 

 

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0048969718333059
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https://www.newscientist.com/article/mg15320750-800-new-fish-farm-pesticides-to-flood-scottish-lochs/
https://www.theguardian.com/uk/2000/apr/30/antonybarnett.theobserver
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx


 
 

 

 
 

 

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0048969718333059


Marine Harvest (re-named Mowi in 2019 despite objections from the Mowinckel family who did 

not want their good name dragged into the gutter) only established a new salmon farm at Am 

Maol on the Isle of Muck in 2014 (in 2018 Mowi announced they wanted to expand the 

biomass).   Yet they reported a dozen doses of Emamectin benzoate between 2014 and 2018: 

 

 
 

 
 

Mowi's salmon farm at Camas an Leim in Loch Torridon has reported 28 monthly uses of 

Emamectin benzoate since 2010.   

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/12/we-think-its-completely-wrong-that-the-mowi-name-will-be-associated-with-the-kind-of-farming-that-ma.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/12/we-think-its-completely-wrong-that-the-mowi-name-will-be-associated-with-the-kind-of-farming-that-ma.html
https://www.fishfarmermagazine.com/news/marine-harvest-invest-3-million-on-muck/
https://www.fishfarmermagazine.com/news/marine-harvest-invest-3-million-on-muck/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/marine-harvest-bids-for-bigger-biomass-consent-on-muck/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/marine-harvest-bids-for-bigger-biomass-consent-on-muck/
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/04/censored-welfare-abuse-on-salmon-farms-.html


 

 
 

 

Recent peer-reviewed scientific research has added to the weight of evidence against the use of 

Azamethiphos, Deltamethrin, Emamectin benzoate, Hydrogen peroxide and Imidacloprid in 

salmon farming.    

 

In September 2020, the Institute of Marine Research in Bergen reported: 
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http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx


 
 

Read more via the scientific paper: "The impact of anti-sea lice pesticides, azamethiphos and 

deltamethrin, on European lobster (Homarus gammarus) larvae in the Norwegian marine 

environment" 

 

 
 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0269749120302451
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0269749120302451
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0269749120302451
https://www.hi.no/en/hi/news/2020/september/nye-labforsoek-viser-lusemiddelet-deltametrin-er-svaert-giftig-for-hummerlarver
https://ars.els-cdn.com/content/image/1-s2.0-S0269749120302451-fx1_lrg.jpg


The use of the carcinogenic chemical Formaldehyde (Formalin) has already evaded public 

reporting but at least some data has been accessed via Freedom of Information revealing how   

Mowi leads the way. 
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https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/07/formaldehyde-foi-reply-by-vmd-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/07/formaldehyde-foi-reply-by-vmd-.html
https://twitter.com/FerretScot/status/1264498562043392005
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/05/revealed-carcinogenic-chemical-flooding-scottish-lochs-.html


Scottish Salmon Watch reported in May 2020: 
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- Feed Impacts: Salmon farming's dependence upon wild caught fisheries as a source of feed 

has long been a cause of concern and controversy - whether it is via chemical contamination of 

the sea-bed via copper, zinc or cadmium or PCBs and other cancer-causing contaminants; or via 

contamination of the flesh of farm salmon or via the 'net loss' on fisheries and impacts on forest 

ecosystems via deforestation due to the increasing use of soy.  Data published via Scotland's 

Aquaculture web-site (sourced from SEPA) show the biggest feed users since 2002 - here's the 

largest monthly feed users as reported by Norwegian-owned companies with Mowi leading the 

way with Scottish Sea Farms and Grieg Seafood also featured:  

 

 

 
 

https://feedbackglobal.org/campaigns/fishy-business/
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http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
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Feedback reported in June 2020: 

 

 
 

Feedback reported in July 2019: 

 

 
Read more via: 

 

 

https://feedbackglobal.org/cut-wasteful-scottish-farmed-salmon-and-eat-a-more-diverse-range-of-fish-for-a-sustainable-seafood-diet/
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https://feedbackglobal.org/new-report-finds-310k-tonnes-of-wild-fish-a-year-will-be-needed-to-feed-scottish-salmon-industrys-ambitions-to-double-in-size-by-2030/
https://feedbackglobal.org/campaigns/fishy-business/


Scottish Salmon Watch updated new data via a blog “Irresponsible Scottish Salmon Exposed: 

'Scotland's Aquaculture' Publishes Data on Toxic Chemicals Use, Morts & Biomass Breaches” 

published on 21 October 2021: 
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Animal Concern and Scottish Salmon Watch believe that Mowi’s certification via RSPCA 

Assured is meaningless and has zero credibility.  In February 2020, Scottish Salmon Watch 

wrote to the RSPCA: 
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In July 2021, Scottish Salmon Watch seriously questioned the credibility of RSPCA Assured 

after giving Mowi the all clear despite video footage showing welfare abuse inside salmon farms 

in the Sound of Jura and Shuna Sound.   
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Similarly, Mowi’s environmental credentials as measured and certified via the Aquaculture 

Stewardship Council is baseless and biased.   
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In conclusion, Mowi’s Scottish salmon is the antithesis of “responsibly farmed”.  If the ASA has 

any doubts whatsoever about the hard evidence cited here please do take the time to trawl 

through the ‘Case Information’, ‘Lice’ and ‘Mortality’ data published online by the Scottish 

Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate. 

 

The Scotland’s Aquaculture database – which is sourced from data returns submitted by salmon 

farming companies to the Scottish Environment Protection Agency – also details irresponsible 

use of toxic chemicals by salmon farms including Mowi.   

 

Please note that the Scotland’s Aquaculture database does not include data on toxic chemical use 

via wellboats (including Hydrogen Peroxide) or the use of antibiotics or the carcinogen 

Formaldehyde (Formalin).  Scottish Salmon Watch has historically accessed that data via 

Freedom of Information but it needs updating.   

 

Moreover, specific data on mortalities due to the operation of mechanical lice treatments such as 

the Thermolicer, Hydrolicer and Optilicer (considered by welfare experts to be torture chambers 

for farmed salmon) has been accessed by Scottish Salmon Watch via Freedom of Information.   

 

The hard evidence detailing irresponsible use of toxic chemicals – shown by peer-reviewed 

science to be lethal to shellfish such as lobsters – by Mowi and other salmon farming companies 

as well as endemic disease and mass mortality problems is rock solid.   

 

Read more via a dossier submitted to Trading Standards & the CMA on 19 November 2021: 

Hard Evidence Vs ‘Responsibly Farmed’ & ‘Responsibly Sourced’ Scottish Salmon 
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