
 
HRH Prince of Wales 

Clarence House 

London 

SW1A 1BA 

          20 May 2020  

Dear Sir, 

 

Bee-killing Neonicotinoid Imidacloprid 'Field Trial' by Royal Warrant Holder Mowi 

 

Scottish Salmon Watch would like to alert Your Royal Highness to the proposed use of the 

toxic neonicotinoid insecticide Imidacloprid by royal warrant holder Mowi in Loch Ailort.   

 

I understand via your work with the Prince of Wales Charitable Trust and Waitrose's Duchy 

Originals that Your Royal Highness has concerns about the use of Imidacloprid (banned for 

use in terrestrial farming in 2018 following scientific concerns re. bees and other insects).  As 

an organic farmer I am sure you are aware that the Soil Association is vehemently opposed to 

the use of Imidacloprid and other neonicotinoids.  Do you support the use of Imidacloprid at 

Ardnish or any other salmon farms in Scotland? 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/05/letter-to-the-prince-of-wales-re-bee-killing-imidacloprid-use-at-royal-warrant-holder-mowi.html
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/disclosurelog_admin/uploads/f0191802_docd6db8c0e01_ectosan_trial_ardnish_r.pdf
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/disclosurelog_admin/uploads/f0191802_docd6db8c0e01_ectosan_trial_ardnish_r.pdf
https://www.waitrose.com/bees
https://www.waitrose.com/bees
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/further-restrictions-on-neonicotinoids-agreed
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/further-restrictions-on-neonicotinoids-agreed
https://www.soilassociation.org/our-campaigns/ban-neonics/about-neonicotinoids/
https://www.soilassociation.org/our-campaigns/ban-neonics/about-neonicotinoids/
https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/chemicals
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1263043212119347202


 Ardnish in Loch Ailort was the first salmon farm in Scotland set up by Unilever in 1965 

when the company was known as Marine Harvest (the name was changed to Mowi in 2019 

despite objections from the Mowinckel family).  Salmon Business described Ardnish as "the 

little-known cradle of the British salmon farming industry" reporting in 2017 how the Duke 

of Edinburgh visited there in 1974 leading to farmed salmon being delivered to Buckingham 

Palace and a Royal Warrant adorning Mowi's fish boxes:  

 

 
 

"Mowi harnesses nature to produce nutritious, tasty and supreme quality food from the 

ocean," claims the Royal Warrant Holders Association web-site (omitting to mention Mowi's 

proposal to use a banned neonicotinoid insecticide in Loch Ailort).  "As a result of its 

ongoing innovation and sustainable development it is the world’s largest supplier of farmed 

Atlantic Salmon - satisfying one fifth of global demand." 

 

 

https://salmonbusiness.com/the-little-known-cradle-of-the-british-salmon-farming-industry/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/12/we-think-its-completely-wrong-that-the-mowi-name-will-be-associated-with-the-kind-of-farming-that-ma.html
https://salmonbusiness.com/the-little-known-cradle-of-the-british-salmon-farming-industry/
https://www.royalwarrant.org/company/mowi-scotland-limited-ta-marine-harvest-scotland
https://salmonbusiness.com/the-little-known-cradle-of-the-british-salmon-farming-industry/
https://www.royalwarrant.org/company/mowi-scotland-limited-ta-marine-harvest-scotland


Scottish Salmon Watch understands that you have previously taken an interest in Mowi's 

salmon farming operation in your capacity as the Duke of Rothesay when you visited Marine 

Harvest's Loch Leven salmon farm in 2016. 

 
 

 

https://www.princeofwales.gov.uk/duke-rothesay-visits-marine-harvest-scotlands-loch-leven-fish-farm
https://www.princeofwales.gov.uk/duke-rothesay-visits-marine-harvest-scotlands-loch-leven-fish-farm
https://www.princeofwales.gov.uk/duke-rothesay-visits-marine-harvest-scotlands-loch-leven-fish-farm
https://www.princeofwales.gov.uk/duke-rothesay-visits-marine-harvest-scotlands-loch-leven-fish-farm


Scottish Salmon Watch would be only too happy to brief Your Royal Highness in more detail 

on why salmon farming is inherently unsustainable and how the toxic salmon farming 

industry is chemically embalmed.  

 

Suffice to say that I take issue with Your Royal Highness standing in front of a Mowi salmon 

farming when addressing the issue of 'Sustainability'. 

 

 
 

I understand that via the Prince of Wales's Business and Sustainability Programme you have 

been briefed on salmon farming issues by, inter alia, my former PhD supervisor Professor 

Tim O'Riordan from the University of East Anglia.  Sadly, I did not complete my PhD but 

instead became an environmental campaigner using the scientific research for various reports 

and presentations including a chapter in the book 'Stain Upon the Sea' called "Silent Spring of 

the Sea".   

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/scottish-salmon-farming-101.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder---chemically-embalmed-scottish-salmon-dec-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder---chemically-embalmed-scottish-salmon-dec-2019.pdf
https://www.princeofwales.gov.uk/sustainability
https://www.princeofwales.gov.uk/sustainability
https://www.cisl.cam.ac.uk/education/executive-education/bsp/the-prince-of-waless-business-sustainability-programme
https://people.uea.ac.uk/t_oriordan
https://people.uea.ac.uk/t_oriordan
https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/about-us
http://www.eurocbc.org/Staniford_Flaws_SeaCage.pdf
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/resources/docs/europe-presentation-feb-2014_don-staniford.pdf
http://www.harbourpublishing.com/title/AStainUpontheSea
http://gaaia.org/sites/default/files/files/Silent%20Spring%20chapter.pdf
http://gaaia.org/sites/default/files/files/Silent%20Spring%20chapter.pdf
https://www.princeofwales.gov.uk/sustainability
https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/chemicals


Exactly one year ago, BBC Panorama reported that Mowi (who changed their name from 

Marine Harvest in 2019 due to negative consumer perception) was one of several salmon 

farming companies "under investigation for possible misreporting of chemical use".   

 

 
 

 

Would you be willing to meet up at Mowi's facility in Loch Ailort to discuss the issue of 

toxic chemicals used by salmon farms?  You could see at first-hand how Benchmark and 

Mowi plan to use Imidacloprid to kill sea lice via 'CleanTreat'.    

 

Last year, Scottish Salmon Watch visited Mowi's Loch Ailort salmon farm at Ardnish 

(controlled by Norway's richest man John Fredriksen - recently ranked 20th on The Sunday 

Times 2020 Rich List with a wealth of £6.63 billion). 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-48334029
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/deaths-at-mowi-the-horror-story-continues.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/deaths-at-mowi-the-horror-story-continues.html
https://www.benchmarkplc.com/news/bmk08/
https://vimeo.com/338420024
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/report-scottish-scamon-feb-2019-1-mowi.pdf
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/sunday-times-rich-list
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/sunday-times-rich-list


 
 

The issue of salmon farming is obviously fraught with controversy and the Royal Family has 

been caught up in several media spats and revelations.   

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2015/12/letter-to-her-majesty-the-queen-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/fit-for-the-queen-pr-19-nov-2012.pdf
https://vimeo.com/338420024
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2015/12/letter-to-her-majesty-the-queen-.html


 

 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2015/12/photos-her-majesty-tthe-queen-visit-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/07/daily-mail-salmon-farm-that-won-plaudits-from-prince-failed-water-inspection.html


 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2016/11/daily-telegraph-thousands-of-fish-poached-alive-in-lice-treatment-bungle-that-could-hit-christmas-sa.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2016/11/daily-telegraph-thousands-of-fish-poached-alive-in-lice-treatment-bungle-that-could-hit-christmas-sa.html


Please note that further information in relation to the use of Imidacloprid (Ectosan/BMK08) 

in salmon farming has been posted earlier today via Secret Trials: Scottish Salmon Doused 

with Bee-Killing Insecticide Imidacloprid? 

 

Your personal intervention in this vital issue - especially today which is World Bee Day - 

would be much appreciated.    

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Don Staniford 

 

Director, Scottish Salmon Watch 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/05/secret-trials-scottish-salmon-doused-with-bee-killing-insecticide-imidacloprid.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/05/secret-trials-scottish-salmon-doused-with-bee-killing-insecticide-imidacloprid.html
https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/
https://twitter.com/salmonresearch/status/1263013502811279360
https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/asian-hornets-threaten-worlds-bee-8877960

