
To: Jon Hindar (CEO, Cermaq): jon.hindar@cermaq.com  
 
Subject: Non-Disclosure of Disease Data  
 
Date: 19 May 2013  
 
Cc: Cermaq’s Board of Directors: cermaq@cermaq.com  
Bård Mikkelsen: bard.mikkelsen@broadpark.no 
Rebekka Glasser Herlofsen: post@noreco.com  
Åse Aulie Michelet: info@photocure.no  
Jan Helge Førde: jan.forde@ewos.com  
Reidun Karlsen: reidun.karlsen@cermaq.com   
Jan Erik Korssjøen: ola-jo.tandre@telenor.com   
Helge Midttun: he-mid@online.no  
Ted Andreas Mollan: ted.mollan@ewos.com   
 
Cc:  Cermaq’s Corporate Management Team 
Tore Valderhaug: tore.valderhaug@cermaq.com  
Geir Molvik: geir.molvik@cermaq.com  
Kjell Bjordal: kjell.bjordal@ewos.com  
Geir Sjaastad: geir.sjaastad@cermaq.com  
Synne Homble: synne.homble@cermaq.com   
 
Jens Stoltenberg, Prime Minister of Norway: postmottak@smk.dep.no    
Stephen Harper, Prime Minister of Canada: pm@pm.gc.ca  
King Harald IV of Norway: post@slottet.no  
Sigbjorn Johnsen, Norwegian Minister of Finance: postmottak@fin.dep.no   
Trond Giske, Norwegian Minister of Trade and Industry: trond.giske@nhd.dep.no  
Halvard Ingebrigtsen, State Secretary, Norwegian Minister of Trade and Industry: 
halvard.ingebrigtsen@nhd.dep.no  
Mette Wikborg, Director General, Ownership Department, Norwegian Ministry of Trade and 
Industry: mette.wikborg@nhd.dep.no  
Lisbeth Berg-Hansen, Norwegian Minister of Fisheries: postmottak@fkd.dep.no  
Else Berit Eikeland, Norwegian Ambassador to Canada: emb.ottawa@mfa.no  
John Hannaford, Canadian Ambassador to Norway: oslo@international.gc.ca  
Keith Ashfield, Canadian Fisheries Minister: keith.ashfield@parl.gc.ca and min@dfo-
mpo.gc.ca   
Carl Seip Hanevold: carl.hanevold@cermaq.com  
Siri Vike: siri.vike@ewos.com  
Astrid Aam: astrid.aam@cermaq.com  
 
 
In advance of Tuesday’s AGM, could you please provide details of Cermaq’s current disease 
risks? 
 
Why have you not notified shareholders including the Norwegian Government and Marine 
Harvest, financial investors, the news media and the Oslo Stock Exchange of the disease risks 
in British Columbia in particular?  Surely the disclosure of disease risks and notification of 
information is subject of the disclosure requirements pursuant to section 5-12 of the 
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Norwegian Securities Trading Act?  
 
Cermaq’s ‘Integrated Annual & Sustainability Report 2012’ published last month (but dated 
March 2013) includes: 
 

 
 
 
The report also details ‘biological risk’: 
 

http://www.cermaq.com/portal/wps/wcm/connect/cermaqen/home/investor/financial+reports/Annual+reports
http://www.report2012.cermaq.com/the-value-chain/mainstream.aspx?h=diseases#!id/riskconsideration
http://www.report2012.cermaq.com/the-results/board-of-directors-report


 
 
 
Your CEO report admits that 2012 was “a difficult year” for diseases: 
 

 
 
The report also identifies risk areas including IHN in Canada:  
 

http://www.report2012.cermaq.com/the-company/ceo-message.aspx?h=disease#!id/protectingfishhealth
http://www.report2012.cermaq.com/sustainability/sustainability-and-reporting-profile.aspx?h=ihn#!id/grisection12
http://www.report2012.cermaq.com/the-value-chain/mainstream.aspx?h=diseases


 
 
 
However, why is Cermaq still ignoring disease risks associated with Infectious Salmon 
Anaemia and Piscine Reovirus/HSMI in particular?   
 
Please also refer to my previous (unanswered) letters dated May 2012 and May 2011 which 
also detailed Cermaq’s disease risks.   
 
When we met briefly in Bergen in March you refused to answer questions on Cermaq’s 
infectious disease problems or the ongoing ‘Salmon Farming Kills’ lawsuit. 

 

 

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-cermaq-ceo-may-2012.pdf
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-cermaq-board-may-9-2011.pdf
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/309612794242797568
http://salmonfarmingkills.com/lawsuit
http://www.report2012.cermaq.com/sustainability/sustainability-and-reporting-profile.aspx?h=ihn
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/309612794242797568


As I wrote in my blog: 
 

 
 

 
 
 

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2013/03/camera-shy-at-the-scamons.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2013/03/camera-shy-at-the-scamons.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2013/03/camera-shy-at-the-scamons.html


In view of Marine Harvest’s hostile takeover, why has Cermaq not accounted for the 
increased disease risk of super-sized salmon farming? 

 

For example, Marine Harvest’s ‘Salmon Farming Industry Handbook 2013’ published last 
month detailed the “most important health risks”:  
 

 

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2013/05/round-7-marine-harvest-piles-on-the-pressure-.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2013/04/mmm-mega-marine-harvest-super-liced-salmon-.html
http://marineharvest.com/PageFiles/1296/2013%20Salmon%20Handbook%2027-04-13.pdf
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/.a/6a016766faffa0970b01901bb8e9bf970b-pi


Marine Harvest’s Q1 2013 financial report also detailed fish health problems:  
 

 
 
Marine Harvest’s 2012 Annual Report published last month also detailed significant disease 
problems – with HSMI identified as the #2 biggest killer:  
 

 
 

http://hugin.info/209/R/1697606/559456.pdf
http://hugin.info/209/R/1696633/558857.pdf


Marine Harvest’s 2012 Annual Report also detailed how mortality rates were increasing in 
Scotland, Ireland, Canada and Chile: 
 

 
 
 
If Marine Harvest succeed in their “classic acquisition, not merger” of Cermaq, surely the 
disease risks will amplify even further?  
 

 
 

http://hugin.info/209/R/1696633/558857.pdf
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2013/05/round-7-marine-harvest-piles-on-the-pressure-.html


As I wrote in my blog earlier this month: 
 
“A mega-merger between Marine Harvest and Cermaq would create mega-problems.  Before 
last year's Marine Harvest AGM, Alexandra Morton wrote to Marine Harvest's current CEO 
Alf-Helge Aarskog:   

 

 

Cermaq was also informed prior to their AGM in 2012 of the disease risks in British 
Columbia in particular.   

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2013/05/round-2-marine-harvests-counter-punch-for-cermaq.html
http://alexandramorton.typepad.com/alexandra_morton/2012/06/dear-marine-harvest-shareholders-1.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/.a/6a016766faffa0970b017eeacb3fd9970d-pi


 

Cermaq were warned back in May 2011 when GAAIA wrote to the Board of Directors, the 
Oslo Stock Exchange, shareholders and financial analysts concerning the non-disclosure of 
disease data.  Read the letter online here 

 

Cermaq's new CEO Jon Hindar was warned again in May 2012 of the disease risks associated 
with Cermaq's operations in British Columbia.  Read the letter online here.” 

 

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-cermaq-board-may-9-2011.pdf
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-cermaq-ceo-may-2012.pdf
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/.a/6a016766faffa0970b0167689e632b970b-pi
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/.a/6a016766faffa0970b017eeacb44aa970d-pi
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/.a/6a016766faffa0970b019101c3c7c5970c-pi


 
Whether the hostile takeover is successful or not, how does Cermaq view the financial risks 
of the recently filed lawsuit in British Columbia against Marine Harvest by Alexandra 
Morton? 
 

 
 
 
Is Cermaq currently affected by Piscine Reovirus/HSMI in Norway, Chile or Canada? 
 

http://www.ecojustice.ca/blog/viruses-on-fish-farms-wild-salmon-bad-news
http://salmonconfidential.ca/lawsuit/
http://salmonconfidential.ca/lawsuit/
http://www.salmonconfidential.ca/science-references/piscne-reovirus-causes-soft-hearts/
http://www.ecojustice.ca/blog/viruses-on-fish-farms-wild-salmon-bad-news


It is known that HSMI is a big killer in Norway.  The latest ‘Farmed Fish Health Report’ 
from the Norwegian Veterinary Institute included: 
 

 
 
How many of Cermaq’s sites are currently affected? 
 

 
 

 

http://www.vetinst.no/eng/Publications/Fish-Health-Report
http://www.vetinst.no/eng/Publications/Fish-Health-Report
http://www.vetinst.no/eng/Publications/Fish-Health-Report
http://www.vetinst.no/eng/Publications/Fish-Health-Report


 
 
The report – published in July 2012 by the Norwegian Veterinary Institute (the 2012 report is 
expected soon) – included:  
 

 
 
In British Columbia, Piscine Reovirus and Infectious Salmon Anaemia were reported 
dangerously close to Cermaq’s operations at Creative Salmon in the Clayoquot Sound 
UNESCO Biosphere Reserve by Dr. Kristi Miller at the Cohen Commission’s inquiry in 
December 2011.  Friends of Clayoquot subsequently called for the testing of Cermaq’s 
farmed salmon.  What results has Cermaq found in your farmed salmon in Canada?  Have 
you informed your shareholders and investors of the disease risks?   
 

http://www.vetinst.no/eng/Publications/Fish-Health-Report
http://thecanadian.org/k2/item/1222-kristi-miller-cohen-commission-salmon-virus
http://hosted.verticalresponse.com/717441/8f4c07fa18/281632219/88464f4f90/
http://www.vetinst.no/eng/Publications/Fish-Health-Report
http://www.vetinst.no/eng/Publications/Fish-Health-Report


As the lawsuit filed by Alexandra Morton earlier this month stated in the Notice of 
Application (read in full via NOTICE OF APPLICATION FILED.pdf). 
 

 
 
 
In view of the financial risks – especially in relation to the financial fallout and exposure to 
the lawsuit in British Columbia – why has Cermaq not notified the Oslo Stock Exchange in 
line with the disclosure requirements pursuant to section 5-12 of the Norwegian Securities 
Trading Act?   
 

http://salmonconfidential.ca/lawsuit/
http://salmonconfidential.ca/app/download/897861004/NOTICE+OF+APPLICATION+FILED.pdf
http://www.ecojustice.ca/blog/viruses-on-fish-farms-wild-salmon-bad-news
http://www.cermaq.com/portal/wps/wcm/connect/cermaqen/home/investor/stockexchangenotices/All+notifications


 
 

 
For more background on Piscine Reovirus/HSMI please read this backgrounder and watch “A 
chicken virus in farmed salmon?”  
 
On the issue of feeding chicken products to farmed salmon, does Cermaq use chicken 
feathers in their feed?   In Canada, for example, salmon farmers have used chicken feathers 
for over a decade (read “Finger Lickin' Good? Farmed Salmon Feed Contains Chicken 
Parts”). 

 

And in Europe, from 1 June, the use of chicken and pork products will be permitted in 
salmon feed (read more via "Backlash Against Chicken & Pork in Farmed Fish!" and "French 
Say "Non" to Chicken & Pork in Farmed Salmon!").  Will Cermaq be feeding chicken and 
pork products to their farmed salmon? 

http://www.ecojustice.ca/files/prv-hsmi-summary-of-facts-may-2013/at_download/file
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cRR7WbggWfY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cRR7WbggWfY
http://www.prweb.com/releases/2004/05/prweb126118.htm
http://www.prweb.com/releases/2004/05/prweb126118.htm
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2013/02/backlash-against-chicken-pork-in-farmed-fish.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2013/02/french-say-non-to-chicken-pork-in-farmed-salmon-.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2013/02/french-say-non-to-chicken-pork-in-farmed-salmon-.html


 

 

Finally, please also note the ongoing ‘Salmon Farming Kills’ lawsuit involving myself and 
Cermaq – the appeal hearing is on 28 May in the BC Court of Appeal.  Cermaq’s lawyers in 
Canada are seeking to outlaw over fifty statements including the patently true statement 
“Salmon Farming Spreads Disease” (read more read via “Censorship Like A Cancer 
Grows”).   
 

 
 
 
Does Cermaq honestly believe that they are above the law and can abuse the Canadian courts 
to suppress legitimate criticism – based upon peer-reviewed scientific research – of salmon 
farming all over the world? 
 

http://salmonfarmingkills.com/lawsuit
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2013/05/censorship-like-a-cancer-grows-.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2013/05/censorship-like-a-cancer-grows-.html


 
 

Cermaq's clumsy attempt to muzzle global criticism is a classic example of how corporations 
operate above and beyond the law.  Corporations, required by law to promote and pursue 
their own interests above all others, “prey upon and exploit others without regard for legal 
rules or moral limits,” writes Canadian law professor Joel Bakan in his book "The 
Corporation: The Pathological Pursuit of Power".  
 

 
 
 
Read more via “Media lawyer for Don Staniford calls for changes in the way corporations 
can sue for loss of reputation” 
 

http://www.thecorporation.com/index.cfm?page_id=47
http://www.thecorporation.com/index.cfm?page_id=47
http://www.straight.com/article-605211/vancouver/media-lawyer-don-staniford-calls-changes-way-corporations-can-sue-loss-reputation
http://www.straight.com/article-605211/vancouver/media-lawyer-don-staniford-calls-changes-way-corporations-can-sue-loss-reputation
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Why has Cermaq not disclosed the implications and financial risks of this lawsuit to 
shareholders?  Since Cermaq’s press release in March 2011 there have been no further press 
releases issued by Cermaq.   
 

 
 
 
It is curious that I can find no mention by Cermaq in your annual report or in any quarterly 
reports of the lawsuit loss in September 2012 or appeal in October 2012 – despite reports in 
the Norwegian media including Aftenposten and NRK.     
 

http://www.cermaq.com/portal/wps/wcm/connect/cermaqen/home/press/news/mainstream+canada+begins+legal+proceedings+against+don+staniford
http://salmonfarmingkills.com/lawsuit
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2012/10/cermaq-dig-deeper-hole-by-appealing-lawsuit-loss-.html
http://www.aftenposten.no/nyheter/Norsk-oppdrettsgigant-tar-lakseaktivist-til-retten-igjen-7019588.html
http://www.nrk.no/kanal/nrk_sapmi/1.8340654
http://www.cermaq.com/portal/wps/wcm/connect/cermaqen/home/press/news/mainstream+canada+begins+legal+proceedings+against+don+staniford


 
 
 

 

http://www.aftenposten.no/nyheter/Norsk-oppdrettsgigant-tar-lakseaktivist-til-retten-igjen-7019588.html
http://www.nrk.no/kanal/nrk_sapmi/1.8340654


Shareholders deserve to hear the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth about 
Cermaq’s salmon farming operations.   
 

 
 
 
It may make for uncomfortable reading for investors but as Cermaq’s CEO surely it is 
incumbent of you to be wholly transparent.  Please therefore adopt a policy of full disclosure 
in relation to Cermaq’s disease risks and financial exposure to ongoing lawsuits.  If nothing 
else, Marine Harvest ought to be aware of the significant risks before their hostile takeover 
gets even nastier for the environment and for everyone concerned.    

Yours sincerely, 

 
Don Staniford 
Global Alliance Against Industrial Aquaculture  

http://www.gaaia.org/

