Simon Coveney (Minister for Agriculture, Food & the Marine)
Department of Agriculture, Food & the Marine

Agriculture House

Kildare St.

Dublin 2.

Ireland

minister@agriculture.gov.ie and info@agriculture.gov.ie

18 December 2012
Persistent Breach of Sea Lice Levels on Irish Salmon Farms

Dear Minister for Agriculture, Food & the Marine,

Why is the Irish Government permitting salmon farming companies like Marine Harvest and
Mannin Bay Salmon to flagrantly flout sea lice protocol levels?

The latest data (November 2012) from the Marine Institute reveals that Marine Harvest is

breaching the protocol level by over three times with over 44 sea lice per farmed salmon at
Lough Swilly. Mannin Bay’s “organic’ salmon is breaching the level by nearly three times.
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Sea Lice Report November 2012

Bay Company Site Stock Date  Memnosof  Meannos of
Ovigerows  Lepeophtheirus
Lepeophtheirus  salmanis per

1almonk per fish fish

Mannin Bay Mannin Bay Salmon Co. Ltd  Corhouragh Adange salmon, 2011 11112 556 15.23
K.#ary Harbour Rosroe Salmon Lid Inishdeighil Adantes salmen, 2012 2812 .00 025
Clew Bay Clare Istind Seafarms Led Portlea Adlanne salmon, 2001 o112 1.20 518
Clare Ishind Seafarms Led Seastream loner  Adlantic salmon, 2012 kN T 0.30 445
Curraun Blie Led Cisrrain Rainbow Tiraur 2002 (1) 20112 024 680

Mulroy Bay HMarine Harves Irl Cranford A Addantic salmon, 2012 5% 1I¥I12 033 1967

Harine Harves el Glinsk Arbinc salmon, 2012 1¥F10012 01y 113

Leagh Swilly tHarine Harves Il Lough Swally Adbantic salmon, 2011 1300112 613 44 88

Elevated Lice Levels

Elevated sea lice levels are levels which are in excess of treatment trigger levels set out in "Monitoring Protocol Mo. 3 for Offshore Finfish Farms-
Sea Lice Monitoring and Controd™ {DMNR 2000} & “A strategy for improved pest controd an Irish salmon farm™ (DAFF 2008). A notice 1o carry out a
sea lice treatment (NTT) is issued on the basis of elevated sea lice levels. Treatmient triggers during the spring period [March, April, May, ) are from
0.3 to 0.5 egg bearing female (ovigerous) sea lice per fish. Cutside of the critical spring period, a level of 2.0 egg bearing female sea lice per fish acts
as a trigger for a NTT.

Elevated sea lice levels were recorded at;

»  Corhounagh, Mannin Bay, Mannin Bay 5almon Company Ltd.
= Lough Swilly, Marine Harvest Ireland

Nor is this breach of the sea lice protocol level an isolated incident — Marine Harvest’s Lough
Swilly site has breached the level for the last five months (July, August, September, October
& November) and has breached the level 8 times this year (also in March, April & May).
Mannin Bay Salmon has also consistently flouted the sea lice protocol level — with breaches
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in 11 of the last 12 months (December/January, February, March, April, May, June, July,
September, October & November).

In October 2012 Marine Harvest’s feedlot in Lough Swilly was infested with 54 sea lice per
fish — breaching the sea lice protocol level by almost five times along with Mannin Bay’s
‘organic’ salmon feedlot at Corhounagh.
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[ Sea Lice Report October 2012
Bay Company Site Stack Date Hemposof  Mesnnosof
Ovigerous Lape ophit hairui
Lapeopbtheire wolmoniz por

salmamds per fish fisihy
Mannin Bay Mannin By Salman Co. Ld Corhournagh Anlantie sdlmon, 2011 241002 LATS 2659
K lary Harbour Rossce Sakmen Lud Inishedaighil Aalantic salmon, 2012 231012 0o ol
Clew Bay Clare kland Seafarms Lad Portlea Alantic salmon, 2011 W2 034 1.69
Clare kiland Seafarms Lad Seastream Inner  Atlantic salmon, 2011 ] 000 (11

Bealacragher Bay  Curraun Blise Led Curraun Ramnbow Trowt. 2001 (1) Harvested Qur
Rainbow Trout. 2012 (1) 18wz 0 0.52
Daonegal Bay Eany Fish Products Ltd Inver Bay Rainbow Trout. 2012 (1) LER LA 000 0.23
Rainbow Trowt, 20012 (2) w2 00 032
Cean Farm Ld Deean nver Atlantic salmon, 2012 R I02 i [Nk
Ocemn Farm Led M Swynes Ardanic salmon, 2011 0310012 349 1672
Mulroy Bay Marine Harvest bl Cranford A Arlantic sllmon, 20012 5% 240012 (11 600
Marine Harvesr il Gk Anlantic salmon, 2012 2410012 0.8 038
Lough Swilly Marmne Harvest il Loaggh Swilly Atlantic salmon 2011 2410012 535 54,00

Elevated Lice Levels

Elevated sea lice levels are levels which are in excess of treatment trigger levels st out in “Moniteding Pratocol Mo, 3 for Offshore Finfish Farmi-
%ea Lice Monitoring and Contral™ (DMNR 2000) & “A strategy for improved pest control on Irish salman farm® (DAFF 2008). A notice bo carry out a8
sea lice treatment (NTT) Is ksued on the basis of elevated sea lice levels. Treatment triggers during the spring period (March, April, May,} are from
0.3 to 0.5 egg bearing fernale [evigerous) sea lice per fish. Outside of the eritical spring period, a level of 2.0 egg bearing female sea lice per fish acts
&% a trigger for a NTT.

Elevated sea lice levels were recorded at:

*  Corhounagh, Mannin Bay, Mannin Bay Salmon Company Ltd,
®  McSwynes, Donegal Bay, Ocean Farm Ltd
*  Lough Swilly, Marine Harvest Ireland

In September 2012, Marine Harvest’s feedlot in Mulroy Bay was infested with 58 sea lice per
farmed salmon with Lough Swilly infested with a staggering 71 sea lice per farmed salmon
(both over five times the sea lice protocol level)!
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[ 5ea Lice Report September 2012

Bay Company Skt Stock Date Meanmosof  Mean nos of
Crvigeron Lepeaphtheiru
Lopeaphibeiei  salmania per

sedmonds per fish fish

Mulroy Bay Marine: Harvese irl, Cranford A Aglancic salmon, 2012 5% 11012 0.7 5806

HMarine Harvest il Gl Alantic sabmon, 3012 210912 ol 115

Lavagh Swilly Haring Harvgse Irl Loungh Swally Agiantic salmon, 201 | FIR LLE TLTL

Elevated Lice Levels

Elevated sea fioe levels are levels which are in excess of reatment trigger levels set out in “Monitoring Protocol No. 3 for Offshore Finfish Farms-
Sea Lice Monitoring and Control® [DMNR 2000] & “A strategy for improved pest contrel on Irich salman farm® [DAFF 2008). A notice to carry out a
sea fice treatment (NTT) ks issued on the basis of elevated sea lice levels. Treatment triggers during the spring period [March, April, May,) are from
0.3 to 0.5 egg bearing female [ovigerous) sea lice per fish. Outskde of the critical spring perbod, a level of 2.0 egg bearing female sea Boe per fish acts
a5 8 trigger for a NTT.

Elevated zea lice levels were recorded at:

»  Corhounagh, Mannin Bay, Mannin Bay Salmon Company Ltd.
*  Cranford A, Mulroy Bay, Marine Harvest Ireland
*  Lough Swilly, Marine Harvest Ireland

For more details visit FishyL eaks
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The damning revelations come in the wake of a scientific paper published by the Royal
Society in November which concluded that sea lice from salmon farms are killing wild
salmon. Minister of State with responsibility for Natural Resources Fergus O’Dowd, TD
(copied into this letter), welcomed the report stating “from the results of this detailed study, it
is crucial that sea lice levels are maintained below these protocol levels”.

ot

However, the latest ‘National Survey of Sea Lice on Fish Farms in Ireland — 2011” published
in February 2012 revealed that 50% of Irish salmon farms breached sea lice levels in 2011
compared to 40% in 2010 and 24% in 2009. The sea lice crisis is clearly getting worse not
better and is spiralling out of control.

It is shameful that the Irish Government continues to allow salmon farms across Ireland to
flagrantly flout sea lice protocol levels. Shame on Ireland and shame on the Norwegian-
owned multinational Marine Harvest Norway which now controls over 60% of Irish salmon
farming production.

Morwegian Owned

T
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That the Marine Institute “declined to comment” when the Sunday Times Ireland reported on
this issue at the weekend (16 December) is wholly unacceptable for a public agency funded
by the Irish taxpayer. Moreover, when the Donegal News first broke the news last month (30
November) the Marine Institute was at pains to stress that the information *“should not be
cited or passed on without prior permission of the Marine Institute”.

The 2009 complaint on sea lice filed with the European Commission by Salmon Watch
Ireland clearly fell on deaf ears and was ignored by the Irish Government who are now
proposing a series of super-size (and undoubtedly sea lice infested) salmon feedlots starting
with a 15,000 tonne farm in Galway Bay. How can the Irish Government even contemplate
doubling salmon farming production when current production is already infested with sea lice
(and other infectious diseases)?

The Global Alliance Against Industrial Aquaculture (GAAIA) will now be raising this
persistent breach of sea lice protocol levels with the European Commission (DG Environment
is copied into this letter) and has published the information online via FishyL eaks for the
world to bear witness to Ireland’s sea lice problem. GAAIA is also supporting a boycott this

Christmas of sea lice infested Irish farmed salmon.
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In the meantime, GAAIA would appreciate an answer to the following basic question: Why is
the Irish Government permitting salmon farming companies like Marine Harvest and Mannin
Bay Salmon to flagrantly flout sea lice protocol levels?
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Yours sincerely,

Don Staniford
Global Alliance Against Industrial Aquaculture

Cc: Dr. Peter Heffernan, CEO, Marine Institute: institute.mail@marine.ie

Alf-Helge Aarskog, CEO, Marine Harvest: alf.helge.aarskog@marineharvest.com
Mannin Bay Salmon: mansal@eircom.net

Dave Jackson, Inspector of Fisheries, Marine Institute: dave.jackson@marine.ie

Fergus O’ Dowd, Minister of State with responsibility for Natural Resources:
minister.o'dowd@dcenr.gov.ie

Ciaran Byrne, CEO, Inland Fisheries Ireland, info@fisheriesireland.ie

Liam Cashman, Deputy Head of Compliance and Legal Issues, Directorate General of the
Environment, European Commission: liam.cashman@ec.europa.eu
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