
Stéphane Le Foll
French Minister of Agriculture 
Ministère de l’agriculture, de l’agroalimentaire et de la forêt
78, rue de Varenne
75349 Paris 07 SP

1 March 2017 

Dear Minister,
Label Rouge Saumon Ecossais - Quelle Horreur!

The Global Alliance Against Industrial Aquaculture (GAAIA) would like to alert you to a 
new report - "Red Alert for Label Rouge - Lousy Label Goes Rogue" - published today 
criticising the Label Rouge accreditation of Scottish salmon.

GAAIA understands from claims on the Saumon Ecossais web-site that Label Rouge Scottish
salmon is "officially endorsed by the French Government".  

According to the Saumon Ecossais web-site: "Approval [for Label Rouge Scottish salmon] is 
officially announced through a joint decree from the Minister for Agriculture and the Minister
for Consumer Affairs, on the recommendations of the National Institute for Origin and 
Quality (INAO)." 

In the first instance, GAAIA asks you to read our new report which details shocking breaches
of pollution and sea lice levels as well as mass mortalities, infectious diseases and seal 
killings at Label Rouge Scottish salmon suppliers.  After reading the report you will 
hopefully think twice about endorsing Label Rouge Saumon Ecossais.  

Please note that despite repeated requests, Label Rouge Scottish Salmon, their five suppliers 
and the Scottish Salmon Producers Organisation have refused to provide of copy of the "very 
stringent set of standards".  

However, GAAIA managed to obtain a copy of the Label Rouge standard (LA 33/90) but 
only in French (download a copy online here).  "This manual is the property of SQS Ltd," 
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warns the first page of the document.  "Any representation or reproduction in whole or in part
may not be made without the written consent of SQS Ltd."

GAAIA asked for permission to reproduce the document but has not received a reply.  In the 
meantime, GAAIA feels that the public has a right to know what the Label Rouge standard 
requires or more importantly what the standard does not require (especially if the European 
Union and Scottish Government are using public funds for a "Label Rouge marketing 
campaign" to the tune of £36,834.07).  

GAAIA asks that you take a closer look at the French Government's endorsement of Label 
Rouge Saumon Ecossais.  GAAIA is not alone in raising concerns.  A 2007 report by WWF - 
"Benchmarking Study: Certification Programmes for Aquaculture - Environmental Impacts, 
Social Issues and Animal Welfare" - did not even select Label Rouge as there was "no 
transparency with regards to standard guidelines" and "no information available on the 
standards with regard to sustainability".     
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An assessment of eco-labels - "How green is your eco-label?      Comparing the environmental 
benefits of marine aquaculture standards" - published in 2011 ranked Label Rouge almost 
dead last (i.e. red).  "Label Rouge, for instance, does not - at least publicly - offer standards 
for any of the 10 environmental impact areas," (including Antibiotics, Escapes, Sustainability 
of Feed,  Pathogens, Parasiticides, Copper-based Antifoulants and Ecological Energy) stated 
the report by the University of Victoria.    

A critique by GAAIA of the Label Rouge standard (LA 33/90) reveals that Scottish salmon 
must be artificially coloured to number 26 on the SalmoFan (at a minimum) with up to 16% 
fat (that's fattier than pizza!).  Label Rouge's "very stringent set of standards" permit the use 
of toxic chemicals, antibiotics and the killing of seals (read more via our new report: "Red 
Alert for Label Rouge - Lousy Label Goes Rogue").  

GAAIA believes that the French Government and French chefs are being seriously misled 
and France's good name as a high quality purveyor of food is being abused.  Here's the 
Scottish Government's Minister for Environment speaking in 2011:

"Label Rouge Scottish salmon welcomes Master Chefs of France," boasted a press release 
issued by the Scottish Salmon Producers Organisation in October 2016 during a visit to the 
Scottish Salmon Company's lice-ridden operations in Loch Fyne.  
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If the Master Chefs of France had visited Scotland last weekend they would have read a front 
page article in the Sunday Herald:
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Here's the 45 Scottish lochs (including Loch Fyne where the Master Chefs of France visited) 
contaminated by Label Rouge suppliers including Marine Harvest, the Scottish Salmon 
Company, Loch Duart and Scottish Sea Farms: 

Read more via  "Toxic Toilets: Salmon Farms Pollute Scotland's Lochs"  and Front Page of 
Sunday Herald: "Revealed: Scandal of 45 Lochs Trashed by Pollution"

The French Government, French chefs and buyers beware - Label Rouge Saumon Ecossais is 
a rogue label.  
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Writing in Fly Fishing & Fly Tying magazine in 2014, award-winning author and campaigner
Bruce Sandison wrote:

Watch French TV ask "Salmon: is it toxic?" online here
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The French newspaper Le Monde reported "Red Alert on Salmon":

Read more via:

"Alerte rouge sur le saumon"
"Les secrets du saumon d’élevage"
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France 3 reported in November 2016: "Red Card For Organic Salmon"

The French newspaper Le Figaro linked to the TV report:

http://www.leblogtvnews.com/2016/11/enquete-inedite-sur-l-elevage-du-saumon-diffusee-dans-thalassa-sur-france-3.html


GAAIA believes that the image used to market Label Rouge Scottish salmon is misleading:

In view of the industry's ongoing problems and public relations disaster, a darker and more 
menacing image is more appropriate:

For more background on the Scottish salmon farming industry's problems please read "25 
Reasons to Boycott Scottish Salmon" and "25 Years of Scottish Salmon Shame".  
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I have also copied this letter to the Institut national de l'origine et de la qualité (INAO), Label 
Rouge Saumon Ecossais, Scottish Salmon Producers Organisation, Master Chefs of France, 
FedeLIS, General Directorate for Competition Policy, Consumer Affairs and Fraud Control, 
European Commission's DG SANCO and Scottish Government's Cabinet Secretary for the 
Rural Economy and Connectivity.  

Yours sincerely,

Don Staniford

Director of the Global Alliance Against Industrial Aquaculture

Cc:

National Institute for Origin and Quality (INAO)
Label Rouge Saumon Ecossais 
Scottish Salmon Producers Organisation
Master Chefs of France 
FedeLIS
General Directorate for Competition Policy, Consumer Affairs and Fraud Control  
Scottish Government's Cabinet Secretary for the Rural Economy and Connectivity
European Commission's DG SANCO
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