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Dear Minister of Finance, 

 

Unethical Investment in Salmon Farming Companies in Scotland - Please Divest Now! 

 

Scottish Salmon Watch writes to you with respect to the Norwegian Government Pension 

Fund's investments in salmon farming companies in Scotland.  In view of ongoing welfare 

abuse, environmental pollution, mass mortalities, chemical contamination, infectious 

diseases, genetic impacts and escapes we call upon the Norwegian Government to divest 

from Mowi, Grieg Seafood, Scottish Sea Farms (Leroy & SalMar) and The Scottish Salmon 

Company (via Bakkafrost) as unethical and irresponsible investments.    

 

We understand that the Ministry of Finance is responsible for the Fund via the Government 

Pension Fund Act and Folketrygdfondet carries out the operational management of the Fund.   

Scottish Salmon Watch notes that Folketrygdfondet is either the leading or the second largest 

shareholder in four companies which control ca. 80% of salmon farming production in 

Scotland.   

 

The Norwegian newspaper Aftenposten reported in 2006 that Fritt Ord had sold off its 

holdings in Pan Fish (now Mowi) because of concerns over its salmon farming operations in 

Chile and Canada.  "It's important for us to have an ethical evaluation of where our 

investments are placed," said Fritt Ord.  "At the same time, I think all companies will profit 

from maintaining clear ethical standards".   Scottish Salmon Watch believes that the 

Norway's investment in salmon farming companies operating in Scotland is ethically and 

environmentally bankrupt - and far from a responsible investment.  Please divest now.    

 

We understand that 'Ethical Guidelines' for the management of the Government Pension Fund 

Global have been in place since 2004 with the Council on Ethics giving advice on whether 

investments are inconsistent with the Fund’s 'Ethical Guidelines'.   Scottish Salmon Watch 

maintains that Mowi, Grieg Seafood, Scottish Sea Farms (Leroy & SalMar) and The Scottish 

Salmon Company (via Bakkafrost) should be added to the Norwegian Government's list of 

excluded companies based upon the following unacceptable risks identified in the 'Guidelines 

for observation and exclusion':    
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Scottish Salmon Watch is seriously concerned that the Chair of the Council on Ethics (Johan 

Andersen) has a colossal conflict of interest in that his investment company Ferd is the 

leading shareholder in Benchmark - a company profiting from the import of millions of 

potentially virus-laden salmon eggs (ova) from their subsidiary in Iceland (Stofnfiskur) and 

Salmobreed in Norway and a company seeking to use the toxic neonicotinoid insecticide 

Imidacloprid (banned for use in terrestrial agriculture in the European Union in 2018) in 

salmon farming in Scotland despite objections from the Scottish Greens and scientific 

opposition.  Ferd is also a significant shareholder in Leroy (co-owner of Scottish Sea Farms 

via Norskott Havbruk) and a shareholder in Grieg Seafood.       

 

In terms of openness, Scottish Salmon Watch is heartened to read on your web-site that 

"transparency is a prerequisite for ensuring widespread confidence in the management of the 

Government Pension Fund" and that the Ministry of Finance gives an account of the 

management of the Fund in an annual report to the Storting (Parliament), as well as in the 

National Budget.  However, there is no reference to the Norwegian Government's 

investments in Scottish salmon farming companies in the 2019/2020 report to the Storting.   

 

Scottish Salmon Watch understands that Folketrygdfondet reported in April 2020: "We are 

constrained from commenting on the investment case for a specific company".  Whilst we 

have some sympathy for privacy, the salmon farming companies in question - namely Mowi, 

Grieg Seafood, Scottish Sea Farms (Leroy & SalMar) and The Scottish Salmon Company 

(via Bakkafrost) - operate in public waters with ongoing welfare abuse and mass mortalities, 

disease and chemical use publicly reported by the Scottish Government and by the Scottish 

Environment Protection Agency.    

 

Scottish Salmon Watch finds it difficult to believe that, as Folketrygdfondet claimed in April 

2020, the Ministry of Finance is "staying vigilant" with respect to the growing problems of 

your salmon farming investments in Scotland.   
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As Folketrygdfondet claimed in April 2020: "Salmon farmers face significant operational risk 

related to fish biological development.  The financial impact of companies’ handling of 

environmental issues is readily apparent, as survival rates directly affect the bottom line".   

 
 

The bottom line is that survival rates - and mortality rates to look at the other side of the 

investment coin - in salmon farming in Scotland are rising beyond what Scottish Salmon 

Watch would consider to represent "fundamental ethical norms".  You will see from the 

dossier below that photographs, video footage and data published by the Scottish 

Government graphically illustrates widespread welfare abuse on salmon farms in Scotland 

(including mortalities and physical damage via mechanical treatments such as the 

Thermolicer, Optilicer and Hydrolicer).  Moreover, "severe environmental damage" has been 

reported in Scottish salmon farming for decades in terms of toxic chemical pollution, benthic 

contamination and genetic pollution via escapes and ova imports.   

 

Scottish Salmon Watch will leave any charges of "gross corruption" to the appropriate 

authorities currently investigating Norwegian salmon farming companies operating in 

Scotland.  Suffice to say here that BBC News reported in February 2019: 
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Before we outline specific "serious violations of fundamental ethical norms" and "severe 

environmental damage" in Scottish salmon farming, it is important to stress the significance 

of Norwegian investment in 'Scottish' salmon farming and the specific role of the Norwegian 

Government's Ministry of Finance via the Government Pension Fund.   

 

Folketrygdfondet is the leading shareholder in Bakkafrost (owner of The Scottish Salmon 

Company). 

 

 
 

 

Folketrygdfondet is second largest shareholder in Mowi. 

 

 
 

Folketrygdfondet is the second largest shareholder in Leroy (co-owner of Scottish Sea Farms 

via Norskott Havbruk) with Johan Andresen's Ferd ranked 7th.   
 

 
 

Folketrygdfondet is the second largest shareholder in SalMar (co-owner of Scottish Sea 

Farms via Norskott Havbruk):  
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Folketrygdfondet is the second largest shareholder in Grieg Seafood with Johan Andresen's 

Ferd in the top 20 shareholders.   

 

 
 

In summary, Norwegian investments are fuelling the expansion of salmon farming in 

Scotland and contributing to environmental damage and welfare abuse.  And the "multiple 

challenges and dilemmas" alluded to by Folketrygdfondet in April 2020 are increasing not 

decreasing.   Hence instead of ramping up investment in Scottish salmon farming, the 

Norwegian Government should be divesting.  Sadly, common sense is not a currency 

Norwegian investors are used to dealing in.   

 

TDN Direkt reported in August 2020 that Johan Andresen was busy increasing Ferd's stake in 

Leroy (co-owner of Scottish Sea Farms) and Grieg Seafood.   At the same time, mass 

mortalities, infectious diseases, welfare abuse, lice infestation and a mass escape was 

ravaging Scottish salmon farming. 

 

Grieg Seafood's announcement last week that it was pulling out of Scotland due to rising 

costs and mortality levels is hard evidence of the financial fallout from salmon farming 

investments (read more via Grieg's Exit Strategy for Disease-Ridden Scottish Salmon Farms).   

Scottish Salmon Watch saw at first-hand the devastating impacts of disease at Grieg Seafood 

on the Isle of Skye where the mortality rate was a staggering 78.3%.    
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The Herald on Sunday reported (22 November 2020): 

 

 
 

 

Intrafish reported (17 November 2020): 
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The Scottish Salmon Company is another unethical investment positively reeking with a 

stench of mass mortalities, welfare abuse and infectious diseases (read more via Over 5 

Million Dead 'Scottish' Salmon Since 2017 - Sponsored by Investors from Norway, the 

Faroes etc!).   

 

 
 

Something is really rotten in the state of Norwegian investment in salmon farming in 

Scotland.   
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The Mirror reported on "putrid" Scottish salmon last weekend (22 November 2020) naming 

and shaming The Scottish Salmon Company and Scottish Sea Farms in particular: 
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Scottish Sea Farms (co-owned by Leroy & SalMar - whose second largest shareholder is 

Folketrygdfondet) has hit the headlines recently for all the wrong reasons.  

 

 
 

 
 

Read more on Scottish Sea Farms via: 

Locals Horse in Opposition to Scottish Sea Farms  

Herald: "Scottish salmon found in ‘sickening’ conditions across Scotland as sea lice problem 

escalates"  

Video Exposes Welfare Abuse at RSPCA Assured salmon farm sourced by M&S 'Lochmuir'  

Sick 'Scottish' Sea Farms 

http://www.folketrygdfondet.no/?lang=en_GB
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/in-july-2020-scottish-salmon-watch-filmed-inside-salmon-cages-at-the-scottish-salmon-company-in-loch-striven.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/opposition-to-scottish-sea-farms-expansion-off-horse-island-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/herald-scottish-salmon-found-in-sickening-conditions-across-scotland-as-sea-lice-problem-escalates-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/herald-scottish-salmon-found-in-sickening-conditions-across-scotland-as-sea-lice-problem-escalates-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/in-july-2020-scottish-salmon-watch-filmed-inside-salmon-cages-at-the-scottish-salmon-company-in-loch-striven.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/11/sick-scottish-sea-farms-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/in-july-2020-scottish-salmon-watch-filmed-inside-salmon-cages-at-the-scottish-salmon-company-in-loch-striven.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z1FhSnahnVw&feature=youtu.be


The Herald newspaper reported (31 October 2020): "Scottish salmon found in ‘sickening’ 

conditions across Scotland as sea lice problem escalates" - featuring shocking video footage 

shot inside a salmon farm in Loch Creran 'Marine Protection Area' and 'Special Area of 

Conservation' operated by Scottish Sea Farms. 

 

Is the Norwegian Government proud to sponsor 'sickening' salmon farming which carries a 

"graphic warning"? 
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 Scottish Sea Farms is facing growing opposition including in Wester Ross where local 

environmental groups spoke out just last week on STV News against plans to site a salmon 

farm within a 'Marine Protected Area'. 
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Mowi, too, is plagued by problems including mass mortalities and infectious diseases even 

though it is a company (like Scottish Sea Farms and Grieg Seafood) which boasts welfare 

certification via RSPCA Assured.    
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Please take time to look through some of the photos published by the Scottish Government's 

Fish Health Inspectorate (which lawyers representing Scottish Sea Farms and The Scottish 

Salmon Company and Mowi's media adviser desperately tried to block from publication):  
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Is this welfare abuse and unhealthy situation really something that Mowi's second largest 

shareholder is willing to condone so long as the Norwegian people secure a healthy return on 

their investment? 

 

 
 

 

Read more about Mowi in particular via: 

Disease Breaks Mowi's Heart in Scotland  

Mowi Plagued by Gill Infections & Heart Disease 

Mowi Plagued by Infectious Diseases & "Biological Issues" - Q2 2020 volume guidance 

reduced 8,000 tonnes for Scotland 

RSPCA Assured Mowi Plagued by Mass Mortalities & Infectious Diseases on Skye  

Be Sure to Boycott RSPCA Assured Scottish Salmon - Shocking New Photos Published of 

Mowi's North Shore Feedlot in Loch Erisort!  

Deadly Mowi - the Horror Story Continues!  

'Moribund' Mowi: Salmon Gill Poxvirus, Amoebic Gill Disease & Anaemia at Ardintoul  

Mowi's Mass Mortalities Pile Ever Higher  

Sunday National/Ferret: "Salmon company Mowi rapped over fish welfare after 700,000 

deaths"  

Mowi's Welfare Nightmare on Rum - "blind", "physical damage", "anorexic" & over 40,000 

dead fish! 
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https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/08/mowi-plagued-by-infectious-diseases-biological-issues-q2-2020-volume-guidance-reduced-8000-tonnes-fo.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/05/mass-mortalities-black-death-plague-at-mowi-on-skye-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/04/be-sure-to-boycott-mowi-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/04/be-sure-to-boycott-mowi-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/deaths-at-mowi-the-horror-story-continues.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/01/moribund-mowi-salmon-gill-poxvirus-amoebic-gill-disease-anaemia-at-ardintoul-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/12/mowis-mass-mortalities-pile-ever-higher-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/11/sunay-nationalferret-salmon-company-mowi-rapped-over-fish-welfare-after-700000-deaths-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/11/sunay-nationalferret-salmon-company-mowi-rapped-over-fish-welfare-after-700000-deaths-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/mowis-welfare-disease-nightmare-on-rum-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/mowis-welfare-disease-nightmare-on-rum-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html


Is this the responsible investment portfolio the Norwegian Government is happy with? 

 

 

 

https://www.folketrygdfondet.no/principles-for-responsible-investment/category522.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/the-faces-of-scottish-salmon-the-ugly-truth-exposed.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
https://www.folketrygdfondet.no/about-us/category390.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/the-faces-of-scottish-salmon-the-ugly-truth-exposed.html


Or does the Norwegian Government have serious concerns that their investments in salmon 

farming companies is the antithesis of responsible, ethical and environmental investment? 

 

 

 

 
 

 

If so, surely the Norwegian Government should dump their salmon shares in the bin along 

with the millions of farmed salmon disposed of each year? 

 

 

https://www.regjeringen.no/en/topics/the-economy/the-government-pension-fund/responsible-investments/id446948/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/alexa-how-many-salmon-die-each-year-on-scottish-salmon-farms-errrdoes-not-compute.html
https://vimeo.com/292262400
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BuNB-W8sTMg
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/03/follow-the-salmoney-the-norwegian-tobacco-billionaire-behind-the-neonicotinoid-imidacloprid-.html
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/dep/fin/about-the-ministry/minister-of-finance-jan-tore-sanner/id2687614/
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-6285397/Gustav-Magnar-Witz-e-Worlds-youngest-male-billionaire-25-heir-model-gives-glimpse-life.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/11/whistleblower-photos-of-marine-harvest-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/09/skyes-the-limit-for-disease-ridden-scottish-salmon-.html


Here's more secret videos shot on salmon farms supported by the Norwegian Government's 

'ethical' investments in Scottish salmon farming: 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/scottish-salmon-farms-disease-hell-13639377
https://vimeo.com/461506501


 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/292262400
https://vimeo.com/301824063
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=89&v=rhrzJEHaWFE&feature=emb_title


Specific Case for Exclusion (Section 3 of 'Ethical Guidelines): 

  

1) "Serious Violations of Fundamental Ethical Norms": 

 

- Mass Mortalities & Infectious Diseases: Just last week (18 November 2020), the Scottish 

Parliament tackled salmon farmers on rising mortality rates with the convenor of the Rural 

Economy & Connectivity Committee (Edward Mountain MSP) asking the industry to explain 

the "difficult figures".  Mowi Scotland's MD (Ben Hadfield) testified that the "most difficult 

conversations that I have with my bosses and board is about mortality increasing or staying 

stubbornly high" (official transcript available online here).   

 

 
 

 

https://www.regjeringen.no/globalassets/upload/fin/statens-pensjonsfond/formelt-grunnlag/guidelines-for-observation-and-exclusion-from-the-gpfg---17.2.2017.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/mowis-million-dollar-man-testifies-to-scottish-parliament.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/mowis-million-dollar-man-testifies-to-scottish-parliament.html
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12961
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1329031713582960642
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1329361790917091329


Last week's Scottish Parliament discussion on salmon farming (watch online here and official 

transcript online here) also hailed Norway as a shining example of data transparency.  Even if 

data on the number of mortalities on salmon farms in Scotland has not been reported or 

published since 2012 - the industry successfully lobbied the Scottish Environment Protection 

Agency back in 2013 that disclosure would be "commercially damaging" - the incomplete 

data that does exist and is published makes for grim reading for shareholders in Mowi, Grieg 

Seafood, Scottish Sea Farms and The Scottish Salmon Company.   

 

 
 

 

https://www.scottishparliament.tv/meeting/rural-economy-and-connectivity-committee-november-18-2020
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12961
https://www.robedwards.com/2013/10/scottish-watchdog-labelled-lapdog-after-agreeing-to-keep-fish-farm-deaths-secret.html
https://www.robedwards.com/2013/10/scottish-watchdog-labelled-lapdog-after-agreeing-to-keep-fish-farm-deaths-secret.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/alexa-how-many-salmon-die-each-year-on-scottish-salmon-farms-errrdoes-not-compute.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/new-data-reveals-mass-mortalties-for-disease-ridden-scottish-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/over-one-million-morts-for-scottish-salmon-in-september-2020-.html


Scottish Salmon Watch estimates that mortalities in Scottish salmon farming - in both 

freshwater via hatcheries and in seawater - could be over 40 million per year (approximately 

20 million in freshwater hatcheries and 20 million in sea cages). 

 

 

 
 

If 50 million farmed salmon die annually on salmon farms in Norway then the death rate in 

Scotland is drastically higher (Norwegian farmed salmon production is ca. 7 times higher).   

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/alexa-how-many-salmon-die-each-year-on-scottish-salmon-farms-errrdoes-not-compute.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/alexa-how-many-salmon-die-each-year-on-scottish-salmon-farms-errrdoes-not-compute.html
https://www.intrafish.com/salmon/over-50-million-farmed-salmon-died-in-norway-last-year-as-sealice-algal-blooms-take-heavy-toll/2-1-762392
https://www.ssb.no/en/fiskeoppdrett
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/alexa-how-many-salmon-die-each-year-on-scottish-salmon-farms-errrdoes-not-compute.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/alexa-how-many-salmon-die-each-year-on-scottish-salmon-farms-errrdoes-not-compute.html
https://www.intrafish.com/salmon/over-50-million-farmed-salmon-died-in-norway-last-year-as-sealice-algal-blooms-take-heavy-toll/2-1-762392


The Norwegian Government is encouraged to perform a forensic audit of the mortality data -  

published monthly by the Scottish Government's Fish Health Inspectorate and by the Scottish 

Salmon Producers Organisation - in order to compare mortalities in Norway with Scotland.   

Are Norwegian-owned companies contributing significantly higher to deaths in Scotland than 

at home in Norway?  If so, why are lower standards being ignored by investors? 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.scottishsalmon.co.uk/reports
https://www.scottishsalmon.co.uk/reports
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/survival-of-the-unhealthiest-scottish-salmon-new-data-reveals-shocking-mortality-rates-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/new-data-reveals-mass-mortalties-for-disease-ridden-scottish-salmon-.html


Recent mortality data published by the Scottish Salmon Producers Organisation - which 

represents the six foreign-owned companies who together account for 99% of 'Scottish' 

salmon farming production - paints a shocking picture of diseased and dead Scottish salmon 

with cumulative mortality over the full production cycle as high as 78.3% (i.e. 4 out of 5 

salmon are dying in the sea phase of production).  

 

 

https://www.scottishsalmon.co.uk/reports
https://scottishscamon.co.uk/report
https://www.scottishsalmon.co.uk/reports
https://www.scottishsalmon.co.uk/reports


Mortality data published by the Scottish Government's Fish Health Inspectorate earlier this 

month (6 November 2020) reveals shocking levels of mass mortality at Mowi, Grieg 

Seafood, The Scottish Salmon Company and Scottish Sea Farms: 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/


Mortality data from SEPA (published via Scotland's Aquaculture) shows the biggest monthly 

deaths (by weight) on Scottish salmon farms since data was made available in January 2002 - 

headed by Grieg Seafood's Cole Deep salmon farm in December 2015 with 2019 mortalities 

at Mowi featuring prominently on the list of shame.   

 

 

 
 

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx


Unfortunately, some salmon farming companies such as Scottish Sea Farms and The Scottish 

Salmon Company appear to be systematically covering up damning data on mortalities.   

 

 
 

If data transparency is much greater in Norway - as claimed in the Scottish Parliament earlier 

this month (18 November 2020) - why are Norwegian-owned companies allowed to operate 

to lower standards in Scotland?  

 

 

https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1325769433294495744
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12961
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12961
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1325769433294495744
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12961


'Case Information' published monthly by the Scottish Government's Fish Health Inspectorate 

is also a must-read if the Norwegian Government is serious about 'staying vigilant' over its 

salmon farming investments (although the 'Goldilocks environment' referred to by 

Folketrygdfondet is more of a horror story rather than a fairy tale in Scotland).   

 

 
 

 

https://www.gov.scot/collections/publication-of-fish-health-inspectorate-information/
https://nordsip.com/2020/04/24/salmon-farming-active-management-engagement-the-norwegian-way/
https://nordsip.com/2020/04/24/salmon-farming-active-management-engagement-the-norwegian-way/
https://nordsip.com/2020/04/24/salmon-farming-active-management-engagement-the-norwegian-way/
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1185113823860187136
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/the-camera-never-lies-about-scottish-salmon-.html


The Scottish Salmon Company, in particular, is an insult to the Scottish environment. 

 

 
 

Read more about The Scottish Salmon Company via: 

Over 5 Million Dead 'Scottish' Salmon Since 2017 - Sponsored by Investors from Norway, 

the Faroes etc! 

The Norwegian, Faroese, Swedish*, Ukrainian & Swiss Salmoney Behind the 'Scottish' 

Salmon Company  

The Camera Never Lies About Scottish Salmon!  

"No Unauthorised Access - Keep 15m Away" warn Scottish Salmon Company. Nothing to 

See Here (Honest)! 

Dead in the Water - New Data Reveals Mass Mortalities & Disease on Scottish Salmon 

Farms 

Waitrose Challenged on "Complete Traceability" of Native Hebridean Salmon 

Secret Filming Lifts Lid on Sickening Scottish Salmon 

Maaey Day for The Scottish Salmon Company 

The Severely Damaged Scottish Salmon Company - For Sale Now! 

Mmmm Blind Scottish Salmon with Boils, Anyone? 

Ground-Truthing Disease-Ridden Scottish Salmon 

‘Sick’ salmon film prompts government probe into Scottish fish farm 

Sick salmon at Scottish fish farm revealed on film 

Disease-ridden Scottish Salmon 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/scottish-salmon-companies-haemorrhaging-s-due-to-disease-mortalities.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/scottish-salmon-companies-haemorrhaging-s-due-to-disease-mortalities.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/the-norwegian-faroese-salmoney-behind-the-scottish-salmon-company-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/the-norwegian-faroese-salmoney-behind-the-scottish-salmon-company-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/the-camera-never-lies-about-scottish-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/no-unauthorised-access-warns-scottish-salmon-biosecure.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/no-unauthorised-access-warns-scottish-salmon-biosecure.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/dead-in-the-water-new-data-reveals-mass-mortalities-disease-on-scottish-salmon-farms-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/dead-in-the-water-new-data-reveals-mass-mortalities-disease-on-scottish-salmon-farms-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/waitrose-challenged-on-complete-traceability-of-native-hebridean-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/08/secret-filming-lifts-lid-on-sickening-scottish-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/10/maaey-day-for-the-scottish-salmon-company-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/the-damaged-scottish-salmon-company-for-sale-now.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/08/mmmm-blind-scottish-salmon-with-boil-lesions-anyone-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/ground-truthing-disease-ridden-scottish-salmon-.html
https://theferret.scot/shieldaig-salmon-farm-probe/
https://theferret.scot/sick-salmon-scottish-fish-farm-film/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/04/mortalities-disease-at-the-scottish-salmon-company-2017-2019.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/dead-in-the-water-new-data-reveals-mass-mortalities-disease-on-scottish-salmon-farms-.html


Mowi, Scottish Sea Farms and Grieg Seafood fare no better according to the 'Case 

Information' published in 2018, 2019 and in 2020 (inspections by the Scottish Government's 

Fish Health Inspectorate and RSPCA Assured were suspended in March due to Covid-19 so 

there is an absence of recent photos and disease testing).   

 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-sorry-state-of-salmon-farming-in-2018-25-march-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/01/press-release-the-case-against-scottish-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/04/the-case-against-scottish-salmon-continued-new-data-for-january-2020-.html
https://www.gov.scot/collections/publication-of-fish-health-inspectorate-information/
https://www.gov.scot/collections/publication-of-fish-health-inspectorate-information/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/05/rspca-suspend-salmon-farm-inspections.html
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1227893501414776837
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1237699703489409024


 
 

 

https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1265549980686843906
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1226574856902369280


Whilst there is at least some public scrutiny of farmed salmon mortalities, deaths of 'cleaner 

fish' on salmon farms continue to slip through the net with a total absence of reporting despite 

increasing welfare concerns.  Video evidence obtained by Scottish Salmon Watch lifts the lid 

on mortalities of wrasse at The Scottish Salmon Company and mortalities of lumpsuckers at 

Scottish Sea Farms. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-18-02812/
https://www.onekind.scot/resources/cleaner-fish-welfare-on-scotlands-salmon-farms/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/no-unauthorised-access-warns-scottish-salmon-biosecure.html
https://vimeo.com/292278068
https://vimeo.com/292278068
https://vimeo.com/475064600
https://vimeo.com/292278068


In August 2018, Scottish Salmon Watch filmed lice-infested lumpsuckers swimming inside a 

'Very Poor' salmon farm operated by Scottish Sea Farms in Loch Spelve on the Isle of Mull: 

 

 
 

Read more on the welfare problems of cleaner fish use on salmon farms via: 

 

 

 
 

Science Norway reported in January 2020 that 50 million 'cleaner fish' die each year on 

salmon farms in Norway (150,000 every day) - how many die on Scottish salmon farms?  

https://vimeo.com/288054862
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/07/failing-fish-farms-scotlands-worst-salmon-farms-named-shamed-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/the-culling-farms-new-case-information-from-the-scottish-government-.html
https://sciencenorway.no/animal-welfare-fish-farming-salmon-industry/every-year-50-million-cleaner-fish-die-in-norwegian-fish-farms/1631228
https://vimeo.com/288054862
https://www.onekind.scot/resources/cleaner-fish-welfare-on-scotlands-salmon-farms/
https://www.onekind.scot/resources/cleaner-fish-welfare-on-scotlands-salmon-farms/


Data on infectious diseases on salmon farms is published in Norway via an annual report by 

the Norwegian Veterinary Institute - the latest report for 2019 was published in February 

2020 and the 2018 report published in June 2019.  The Norwegian annual reports includes 

data on chemical use (a useful indicator of pathogen problems, bacterial challenges and lice 

infestations) as well as various infectious diseases prevalent on salmon farms.   

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.vetinst.no/rapporter-og-publikasjoner/rapporter/2020/fish-health-report-2019
https://www.vetinst.no/rapporter-og-publikasjoner/rapporter/2020/fish-health-report-2019
https://www.vetinst.no/rapporter-og-publikasjoner/rapporter/2019/fish-health-report-2018
https://www.vetinst.no/rapporter-og-publikasjoner/rapporter/2020/fish-health-report-2019
https://www.vetinst.no/rapporter-og-publikasjoner/rapporter/2020/fish-health-report-2019
https://www.vetinst.no/rapporter-og-publikasjoner/rapporter/2019/fish-health-report-2018


Comparable disease data is simply not available for Scottish salmon farms with information 

on diseases such as Gill Disease, Pancreas Disease, Cardiomyopathy Syndrome and Heart & 

Skeletal Muscle Inflammation buried within 'mortality' data published by the Scottish 

Government's Fish Health Inspectorate.  Of 1349 'Mortality Event Reports' submitted by 

Grieg Seafood, Mowi/Marine Harvest, Scottish Sea Farms and The Scottish Salmon 

Company since reporting started in January 2017 over 15 million mass mortalities were 

reported (note that only mortalities above a certain threshold trigger a report) - including 

cases reporting the following: Amoebic Gill Disease, Pancreas Disease, Heart & Skeletal 

Muscle Inflammation, Anaemia, Cardiomyopathy Syndrome, Fungus, Infectious Pancreatic 

Necrosis, Proliferative Gill Disease, Enteric Redmouth Disease (Yersiniosis), Vibriosis,  

Moritella viscosa (Winter ulcer), Costia, Complex Gill Issues, Pasteurella skyensis, 

Haemorrhagic smolt syndrome and Saprolegnia infection.  Here's some examples: 

 

 

   

https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/


 
 

 

Pre-2017 disease data was accessed via Freedom of Information and is available online here 

 

 
 

Read more via "Fish Farmageddon: The Infectious Salmon Aquacalypse" 

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/scottish-farmed-salmon-exposed-presentation-thru-2007.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2012/07/the-infectious-salmon-aquacalypse-.html
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/scottish-farmed-salmon-exposed-presentation-thru-2007.pdf


Further data on diseases on salmon farms is buried within 'Case Information' published by the 

Scottish Government's Fish Health Inspectorate - including case information for 2013 to 

2017; 2018, 2019 and 2020 (currently available up to September).  Scottish Salmon Watch 

has summarised various 'Case Information' reports - including 'The State of Scottish Salmon 

Farming in 2018'. 

 

 
 

The 'Case Information' published by the Scottish Government for 2018 included:  

 

 

https://www.gov.scot/collections/publication-of-fish-health-inspectorate-information/
https://www.gov.scot/collections/publication-of-fish-health-inspectorate-information/
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20180514154148/http:/www.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Fish-Shellfish/FHI/CaseInformation
https://www.webarchive.org.uk/wayback/archive/20180514154148/http:/www.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Fish-Shellfish/FHI/CaseInformation
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2018/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2019/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2020/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/report-state-of-scottish-salmon-farming-in-2018-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/report-state-of-scottish-salmon-farming-in-2018-1.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2018/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/report-state-of-scottish-salmon-farming-in-2018-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/report-state-of-scottish-salmon-farming-in-2018-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/report-state-of-scottish-salmon-farming-in-2018-1.pdf


 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/report-state-of-scottish-salmon-farming-in-2018-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/report-state-of-scottish-salmon-farming-in-2018-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/report-state-of-scottish-salmon-farming-in-2018-1.pdf


 

 
 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/report-state-of-scottish-salmon-farming-in-2018-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/report-state-of-scottish-salmon-farming-in-2018-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/report-state-of-scottish-salmon-farming-in-2018-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/report-state-of-scottish-salmon-farming-in-2018-1.pdf


Scottish Salmon Watch reported in January 2020: 

 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-the-case-against-scottish-salmon-6-jan-2020.pdf
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Read more via: 

The Case Against Scottish Salmon Continued - new data for January 2020 

The Case Against Scottish Salmon in 2019 

The State of Scottish Salmon Farming in 2018  

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/04/the-case-against-scottish-salmon-continued-new-data-for-january-2020-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-the-case-against-scottish-salmon-6-jan-2020.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/03/the-sorry-state-of-scottish-salmon-farming-in-2018.html
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The increasing incidence of infectious diseases, pathogens, bacteria and viruses was raised 

earlier this month by the Norwegian Veterinary Institute. 

 

 
 

Sadly, in the absence of comprehensive data on diseases and mortalities, the public often has 

to rely on the media or Freedom of Information requests to read more fully about Norwegian-

owned salmon farming companies in Scotland.   
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Occasionally, the company transporting diseased salmon is careless enough to spill tonnes of 

dead fish onto a main road opening up lines of investigation. 
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- Lice Infestation: Salmon farms in Scotland have been plagued by lice infestation for 

decades.  Salmon & Trout Conservation Scotland reported in October 2017: 

 

 
 

Salmon & Trout Conservation Scotland reported in August 2019: 

 

 
 

 

https://salmon-trout.org/2017/10/30/scotish-salmon-farmings-liciest-farms-named-and-shamed/
https://salmon-trout.org/2019/08/21/sea-lice-numbers-on-salmon-farms-double-in-a-single-year/
https://salmon-trout.org/2017/10/30/scotish-salmon-farmings-liciest-farms-named-and-shamed/
https://salmon-trout.org/2019/08/21/sea-lice-numbers-on-salmon-farms-double-in-a-single-year/
https://salmon-trout.org/2019/08/21/sea-lice-numbers-on-salmon-farms-double-in-a-single-year/


Salmon & Trout Conservation Scotland reported in November 2020: 
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Data on lice infestation is published monthly by the Scottish Salmon Producers Organisation 

(which includes Mowi, The Scottish Salmon Company, Grieg Seafood and Scottish Sea 

Farms as members): 

 
 

 

 

High lice infestation in September 2020 (the latest data currently available) was reported for 

salmon farms operated by Grieg Seafood, Mowi, The Scottish Salmon Company and Scottish 

Sea Farms (the current limit set by the Scottish Government in June 2019 is 2 lice per fish).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Lice infestation in August 2020 was reported at Grieg Seafood and Mowi: 
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Lice infestation in July 2020 was reported for Grieg Seafood, Scottish Sea Farms and Mowi 

with Mowi's salmon farms at Noster and Seaforth breaching the lice limit of 6 requiring 

intervention/enforcement measures set by the Scottish Government in June 2019): 

 

  
 

Lice infestation in June 2020 was reported for Grieg Seafood, Scottish Sea Farms and Mowi: 

 

  
 

Download more lice data via the SSPO web-site: 
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The lice data published monthly by the SSPO shows that limits have been breached 

repeatedly by Norwegian-owned companies throughout 2020 - especially by Grieg Seafood 

and Mowi: 
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Lice infestation of wild fish near salmon farms is a significant problem for Norwegian-owned 

salmon farming companies operated in Scotland.   BBC Panorama reported in May 2019:  
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Earlier this week (23 November 2020) Viva launched a new campaign against Scottish 

salmon farming highlighting the parasitic lice issue: 
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- Welfare Abuse: Scottish Salmon Watch believes that ongoing welfare abuse and 

unnecessary suffering on salmon farms in Scotland - including companies invested in by the 

Norwegian Government - constitutes systematic breaches of the Animal Health & Welfare 

(Scotland) Act 2006.   

 
 

Video footage captured by photographer Corin Smith (featured on BBC Panorama and the 

BBC One Show) and Scottish Salmon Watch has highlighted damning evidence of welfare 

abuse at salmon farms operated by Mowi, Scottish Sea Farms, Grieg Seafood and The 

Scottish Salmon Company. 
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https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/the-ferret-sick-salmon-film-prompts-government-probe-into-scottish-fish-farm.html
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Mowi was found guilty of welfare abuse at their aptly-named 'Bay of Dead Heads' salmon 

farm in 2019.   
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In view of Mowi's appalling track record in Scotland it is not surprising that this company is 

being named and shamed on social media. 
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Mowi may have been forced to change their name from Marine Harvest due to negative 

consumer perception but it still ranks as one of the worst salmon farming companies in terms 

of welfare abuse.  

 

 
 

Mowi has strong competition from other Norwegian-owned companies. 
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In view of the ongoing welfare abuse on Scottish salmon farms it is disappointing that 

lawyers representing Scottish Sea Farms and The Scottish Salmon Company and 

representatives from Mowi tried desperately to prevent disclosure.  Thanks to powerful 

Freedom of Information laws in Scotland, however, investors, shareholders and the public are 

now able to view photos published by the Scottish Government's Fish Health Inspectorate.   

 

 
 

 
 

If farmed salmon could talk (or scream), Scottish Salmon Watch thinks they would be asking 

investors to stop supporting such flagrant welfare abuse.   Were these photos included in the 

Government Pension Fund's annual reports to the Norwegian Parliament (Storting)? 
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- Torture via 'Thermolicer' (and other mechanical treatments):   

 

Poor fish welfare - widespread in Scottish salmon farming - can impact not only on the 

reputation of companies but also on profits.  As Folketrygdfondet reported in April 2020: "As 

buyers pay a premium for the largest salmon, operational measures that negatively affect 

salmon growth, such as the stress from harsh lice treatments, have a corresponding negative 

impact on company earnings."  

 

'Harsh' lice treatments include the Thermolicer, Optilicer and Hydrolicer which have caused 

huge mortalities on Scottish salmon farms.   

 

 

 Here's video footage from a Mowi salmon farm in Loch Leven: 
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https://nordsip.com/2020/04/24/salmon-farming-active-management-engagement-the-norwegian-way/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/pull-the-plug-on-the-thermolicer-end-the-torture-now-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/pull-the-plug-on-the-thermolicer-end-the-torture-now-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/10/video-exclusive-thermolicer-tortures-salmon-.html
https://mobile.twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1270648923288489984
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/10/video-exclusive-thermolicer-tortures-salmon-.html


And video footage from a Scottish Sea Farms operation in Loch Creran 'Special Area of 

Conservation' and 'Marine Protected Area': 

 

 
 

 

Scientific research from Norway is raising alarm bells at the use of the Thermolicer.   
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Norwegian-owned salmon farms operating in Scotland should carry an environmental health 

and welfare warning. 
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2) "Severe Environmental Damage":  

 

- Genetic Pollution via Imported Ova: Norway has the good sense to prohibit imports of 

Scottish salmon eggs (ova) due to environmental and ecological risks.   In February 2018, 

Norway's Ministry of Climate & Environment banned the import of Scottish salmon eggs 

from Landcatch (Hendrix Genetics) citing risks of disease and genetic impacts of escapes 

under the Norwegian Nature Diversity Act.    

 

"Farmed salmon with partial Scottish origin increases the likelihood of a negative impact on 

Norwegian wild populations above negative effects with Norwegian farmed strains," stated 

the 22-page letter of refusal by the Norwegian Government.  "There is a high probability that 

genetic mixing between Norwegian wild salmon and farmed salmon of partly Scottish origin 

will increase the loss of genetic diversity." 

 

 
 

"This speaks for the Ministry's view that concern for biodiversity and wild salmon should be 

given significant weight in the case," continued Norway's Ministry of Climate & 

Environment.  "The Ministry also refers to the value of Norwegian wild salmon as an 

ecosystem service, or a natural good."  

 

Norway's Deputy Director General at the Ministry of Climate & Environment (Torbjørn 

Lange) cited a 2017 report by the Norwegian Institute of Nature Research (NINA).  "Risk 

assessment of imports of partly Scottish salmon from Scotland to aquaculture in Norway" - 

authored by NINA scientists Sten Karlsson and Kjetil Hindar - concluded: "Based on proven 

genetic distances and that Scottish wild salmon is a separate genetic group different from that 
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found in Norway, fished salmon with partly Scottish origin is considered to have an increased 

negative effect on wild salmon stocks in Norway."  

 

However, since the late 1990s Norwegian companies (including Norwegian-owned 

Benchmark via Iceland's Stofnfiskur) have flooded Scottish salmon farms with tens of 

millions of salmon eggs (ova) despite a ban on exports from Norway in May 2019 (lifted in 

March 2020) due to the risks of Infectious Salmon Anaemia.   
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Last month (1 October 2020), Scottish Salmon Watch reported: 
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Data on ova imports from Norway to fuel the expansion of 'Scottish' salmon farming was 

finally obtained by Scottish Salmon Watch from the Scottish Government (who argued that 

disclosure "would cause substantial harm to commercial interests" - in relation to Scottish 

Sea Farms) in December 2019, February 2020 and September 2020. 

 

 
 

 
 

An analysis of the data available since 2016 (i.e. 1 January 2016 to 2 July 2020) by Scottish 

Salmon Watch reveals that 9 of the 10 highest consignments of imported ova originated from 

Mowi/Marine Harvest in Norway (Marine Harvest changed their name to Mowi in January 

2019 due to "negative consumer perception" despite objections from the Mowinckel family).  
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https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/12/we-think-its-completely-wrong-that-the-mowi-name-will-be-associated-with-the-kind-of-farming-that-ma.html
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202000058422/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-19-02663/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/salmonopoly-how-norways-salmafia-control-scottish-salmon-follow-the-salmoney-.html


Of 234.7 million salmon ova imported into Scottish salmon farms via 213 consignments since 

1st January 2016 (data up to 2 July 2020), 146. 3 million (62%) via 125 consignments were 

sourced from Norway, 60.2 million (26%) via 60 consignments were sourced from Iceland 

and 28.2 million (12%) via 28 consignments were sourced from Ireland. 

  

 
  

 
  

  

The list of companies importing the most ova was headed by Mowi Norway followed by 

Stofnfiskur in Iceland (owned by Norway's Benchmark - controlled via Johan Andresen's 

Ferd), AquaGen in Norway (owned by German-based EW Group), Mowi Ireland, 

Salmobreed in Norway (owned by Norway's Benchmark) and then Grieg Rogaland in 

Norway (Grieg Seafood has reported ISA in Norway during 2020). 

  

 

http://stofnfiskur.is/history/
https://www.benchmarkplc.com/investors/significant-shareholders/
https://www.benchmarkplc.com/investors/significant-shareholders/
https://thefishsite.com/articles/ew-group-acquires-majority-share-of-aqua-gen
https://aquagen.no/en/about-aquagen/history/
https://salmobreed.no/en/who-we-are/
https://www.intrafish.com/salmon/isa-suspected-at-grieg-seafood-salmon-farming-site-in-northern-norway/2-1-863258
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/salmonopoly-how-norways-salmafia-control-scottish-salmon-follow-the-salmoney-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/salmonopoly-how-norways-salmafia-control-scottish-salmon-follow-the-salmoney-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/salmonopoly-how-norways-salmafia-control-scottish-salmon-follow-the-salmoney-.html


The list of companies importing ova since 1 January 2016 (data up to 2 July 2020) was 

headed by Mowi with 41 consignments totalling 74.8 million followed by The Scottish 

Salmon Company with 45 consignments totalling 37.7 million; Scottish Sea Farms with 30 

consignments totalling 36 million; Grieg Seafood with 16 consignments totalling 25 million 

and Cooke Aquaculture with 24 consignments totalling 16.9 million. 

  

 
  

Download collated ova import data (2016 to July 2020) online here 

 

Read more via Salmonopoly: How Norway's Salmafia Control 'Scottish' Salmon - Follow the 

Salmoney!  

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ova-import-data-collated-2016-to-july-2020.xlsx
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/salmonopoly-how-norways-salmafia-control-scottish-salmon-follow-the-salmoney-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/salmonopoly-how-norways-salmafia-control-scottish-salmon-follow-the-salmoney-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/salmonopoly-how-norways-salmafia-control-scottish-salmon-follow-the-salmoney-.html
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1328689685984632834


The ecological and financial risks of importing diseases and pathogens is all too real.  

Benchmark's Stofnfiskur was named as the source of the ova infected with Piscine Reovirus 

leading to the cull 800,000 salmon in Washington State in 2018.   

 

 
 

 

https://salmonbusiness.com/egg-supplier-responds-to-washington-prv-salmon-cull/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/environment/fish-farmer-destroys-800000-juvenile-atlantic-salmon-due-to-disease-second-purge-in-past-year/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/environment/fish-farmer-destroys-800000-juvenile-atlantic-salmon-due-to-disease-second-purge-in-past-year/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/washington-state-finds-virus-in-cooke-atlantic-salmon-plans-expanded-testing/


In June 2019, Scottish Salmon Watch revealed that over 50% of farmed salmon tested by the 

Scottish Government's Marine Scotland Science laboratory was infected with Piscine 

Reovirus (the causal agent in Heart & Skeletal Muscle Inflammation). 

 

 

 
 

In April 2020, Scottish Salmon revealed that the Scottish Government is allowing imported 

ova and potentially infected farmed salmon smolts to slip through the testing net.  Whilst 

salmon farming in Scotland continues to escape from surveillance, Infectious Salmon 

Anaemia and other deadly diseases plague Norwegian salmon farms. 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-virus-laden-scottish-salmon-5-june-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-virus-laden-scottish-salmon-5-june-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-virus-laden-scottish-salmon-5-june-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/04/foi-revels-virus-laden-salmon-slip-net-into-scottish-waters-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/04/foi-revels-virus-laden-salmon-slip-net-into-scottish-waters-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/08/norways-infectious-salmon-horror-show-secretly-playing-now-in-scotland.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-virus-laden-scottish-salmon-5-june-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-virus-laden-scottish-salmon-5-june-2019.pdf


 
 

 

https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1296323224230342657
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1296366071914651650


Another outbreak of ISA in Scotland would be costly for investors in Scottish salmon 

farming.  The last officially reported ISA outbreak in Scotland in 2009 cost Grieg Seafood 

dearly.   

 

 

 
 

 

Other Norwegian companies appreciate the financial risks of ISA.   

 

 
 

 

The ISA outbreak in Scotland in 1998-1999 - traced back to Scottish Sea Farms (when named 

Hydro Seafoods GSP) - cost £100 million with potentially far greater costs to wild salmon. 

 

https://www.shetlandtimes.co.uk/2009/05/15/disease-costs-grieg-dearly
https://www.shetlandtimes.co.uk/2009/05/15/disease-costs-grieg-dearly
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/267839632_Epizootiological_investigations_into_an_outbreak_of_infectious_salmon_anaemia_ISA_in_Scotland
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/267839632_Epizootiological_investigations_into_an_outbreak_of_infectious_salmon_anaemia_ISA_in_Scotland
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/1383987.stm
https://www.shetlandtimes.co.uk/2009/05/15/disease-costs-grieg-dearly
https://www.intrafish.com/news/isa-disease-suspected-at-marine-harvest-farm/1-1-495779


 
 

 
 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/1383987.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/505005.stm


Intrafish warned in February 2019: 

 

 
 

Norwegian companies know full well the risks of importing ISA.   

 

 
 

Read more via: "A Primer: The Spread of Infectious Salmon Anaemia via Infected Eggs" 

https://www.intrafish.com/aquaculture/isa-the-biggest-threat-to-salmon-farming/2-1-546572
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-norway-ova-ban-due-to-isa-24-feb-2020-2.pdf
https://www.intrafish.com/aquaculture/isa-the-biggest-threat-to-salmon-farming/2-1-546572
https://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/28/world/americas/28chile.html


 

Just last month a new scientific paper showcased the real risks of salmon farms spreading 

infectious diseases to wild salmon.   

 

 
 

Last week (18 November 2020), Paul Manly MP presented a petition in the Canadian 

Parliament calling on the Canada Pension Plan (CPP) to divest in foreign-owned salmon 

farming companies (including Mowi where the CPP Investment Board is currently the fifth 

largest shareholder - up from 8th largest in 2018).  

 

 
 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/bc-salmon-farms-pathogen-risk-1.5770154
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/bc-salmon-farms-pathogen-risk-1.5770154
https://petitions.ourcommons.ca/en/Petition/Details?Petition=e-2776&fbclid=IwAR1qgnR053Je5V9v6M8zwhDif_OVI7xhTQk6A5Fp1z27_A2pw5pGDt8C4Ug
https://petitions.ourcommons.ca/en/Petition/Details?Petition=e-2776&fbclid=IwAR1qgnR053Je5V9v6M8zwhDif_OVI7xhTQk6A5Fp1z27_A2pw5pGDt8C4Ug
https://mowi.com/investors/share-and-bond/shareholder-analysis/
https://mowi.com/investors/share-and-bond/shareholder-analysis/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/12/shareholders-in-marine-harvest-the-list-of-shame-.html
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/bc-salmon-farms-pathogen-risk-1.5770154
https://parlvu.parl.gc.ca/Harmony/en/PowerBrowser/PowerBrowserV2/20201118/-1/34184?Embedded=true&globalstreamId=20&startposition=7357&viewMode=3


The Parliament of Canada's web-site reports:   

 

 
 

 

Scottish Salmon Watch is now looking into filing a similar petition.   

 

 

https://petitions.ourcommons.ca/en/Petition/Details?Petition=e-2776&fbclid=IwAR1qgnR053Je5V9v6M8zwhDif_OVI7xhTQk6A5Fp1z27_A2pw5pGDt8C4Ug
https://petitions.ourcommons.ca/en/Petition/Details?Petition=e-2776&fbclid=IwAR1qgnR053Je5V9v6M8zwhDif_OVI7xhTQk6A5Fp1z27_A2pw5pGDt8C4Ug
https://scottishscamon.co.uk/report


Norwegian salmon farming companies have patently failed to quarantine imported ova and 

even smolts.  BBC News reported in 2014: 

 

 
 

Scottish Salmon Watch reported last month (1 October 2020) - quoting from an email sent in 

March 2019 to Scottish Ministers from the MD of Hendrix Genetics Aquaculture: 

 

 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-business-27223843
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/exposed-hypocrisy-at-hendrix-genetics-over-scottish-salmon.html
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-19-01378/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-19-01378/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-business-27223843
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-business-27223843
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/exposed-hypocrisy-at-hendrix-genetics-over-scottish-salmon.html


 
 

 

 

https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1298563281397915655
https://vimeo.com/328354264


 - Genetic Pollution via Mass Escapes: In view of the Norwegian genetic material flooding 

into Scottish salmon farms it is not surprising that genetic pollution of wild Atlantic salmon 

has already occurred.  The Sunday Times reported in March 2013:  

 

Read more via: 

Invasion of the Viking Salmon Hits Scotland!  

 'Norwegian' genes found in wild salmon populations in Wester Ross 

http://www.thesundaytimes.co.uk/sto/news/uk_news/scotland/article1224266.ece
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2013/03/invasion-of-the-viking-salmon-hits-scotland-.html
https://www.wrft.org.uk/news/newsitem.cfm?id=161
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/.a/6a016766faffa0970b017c374a9183970b-pi
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/.a/6a016766faffa0970b017c374a9292970b-pi


Since 2013 even more farmed salmon have escaped from Scotland's foreign-owned salmon 

farms with Norwegian-owned Mowi responsible for two mass escapes in 2020 totalling over 

120,000 fish - that's over twice the entire 'wild' catch of salmon in Scotland in 2019! 

 

Data published online by the Scottish Government via 'Scotland's Aquaculture' details mass 

escapes for companies invested in by the Norwegian Government - with 3.2 million escapees 

from salmon farms since 2000 in 276 reported incidents:  

 

 
 

BBC News reported in January 2020: 

 

 

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_escapes.aspx
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/bbc-one-show-on-escapes-from-salmon-farms-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/bbc-one-show-on-escapes-from-salmon-farms-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/08/mowi-recaptures-1-of-escapees-in-scotland-.html
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_escapes.aspx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-glasgow-west-51191270
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_escapes.aspx


BBC News reported in August 2020: 

 

 
 

 

BBC News reported in September 2020: 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-glasgow-west-53913708
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-glasgow-west-54103668
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-glasgow-west-53913708
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-glasgow-west-54103668


Mowi took a battering in the media including the BBC One Show in October 2020: 

 

 
 

 

In Norway, the Norwegian Government take escapes seriously in view of genetic pollution. 

 

 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/bbc-one-show-on-escapes-from-salmon-farms-.html
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1314216662132879363
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1314216662132879363


Fish Farmer reported last month (8 October 2020): 

 

 
 

In Scotland, however, Mowi is permitted to pollute with impunity and precipitate "severe 

environmental damage".   Peer-reviewed science published by the Royal Society of London 

in 2003 reported that escapes could precipitate "an extinction vortex" in wild salmon.    

 

 

https://www.fishfarmermagazine.com/news/minister-tells-salmon-firms-polluters-must-pay/?utm_source=twitter
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1691531/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1691531/
https://www.fishfarmermagazine.com/news/minister-tells-salmon-firms-polluters-must-pay/?utm_source=twitter
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1314502469729357826


 

 
 

 
Read more via: 

"Mowi should be fined & have their licence to operate rescinded" 

 Zero Escapees Recovered by Mowi Out of 48,834 - That's Officially 0%!  

Far from Fine: Mowi Recaptures Less Than 1% of Escapees in Scotland! 

Scottish Salmon's Great Escape 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/mowi-should-be-fined-have-their-licence-to-operate-rescinded.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/zero-escapees-recovered-by-mowi-out-of-48834-thats-officially-0.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/08/mowi-recaptures-1-of-escapees-in-scotland-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2014/03/scottish-salmons-great-escape-.html
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1296762354558959624
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1319651056146591744


The Norwegian Government is well aware of the genetic impacts of salmon farms with 

researchers in Norway leading the way in peer-reviewed science and hard evidence. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

https://brage.nina.no/nina-xmlui/handle/11250/2599438
https://academic.oup.com/bioscience/article/55/5/427/226100
http://www.fao.org/3/a-aj272e.pdf
https://twitter.com/evathorstad/status/1141245778037477376


The genetic pollution and potential extirpation the Atlantic salmon - protected via European 

legislation and UK law - obviously constitutes "severe environmental damage".   Scottish 

Salmon Watch maintains that other environmental impacts associated with salmon farming 

has resulted in severe ecological damage including waste pollution, chemical contamination, 

feed impacts and marine impacts.   

 

- Waste Pollution: The scale of salmon farming in Scotland has certainly led to 

"unsatisfactory" waste impacts on the sea-bed under salmon farms.  Data is published online 

via Scotland's Aquaculture web-site with 'Fish Farm Annual Emissions' data detailing 

discharges of Nitrogen, Phosphorus, Carbon, Copper from feed and nets and Zinc from feed 

and 'Sealice In-Feed Treatment Residues' detailing benthic contamination.   

 

 
 

 

The largest annual emissions of zinc, nitrogen, phosphorus and organic carbon since 2005 are 

dominated by Mowi-owned salmon farms with discharges highest in more recent years.   

 

 

https://sac.jncc.gov.uk/species/S1106/
https://sac.jncc.gov.uk/species/S1106/
https://www.nature.scot/plants-animals-and-fungi/fish/freshwater-fish/atlantic-salmon
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_annual_emissions.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_annual_emissions.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/sealice_in_feed_treatment_residues.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_annual_emissions.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/data.aspx


Waste discharges are not a drop in the ocean - scientific evidence submitted by the Scottish 

Association of Marine Science to the Scottish Parliament's salmon farming inquiry in 2018 

estimated that Scotland's salmon farms discharge the waste equivalent of "about half of 

Scotland's human population of 5.3 million":  

 

 
 

The scientific evidence prompted The Herald newspaper to report in March 2018: 

 

 

 

https://www.sams.ac.uk/science/research-papers/sams-archive-papers/2018-papers/name-238744-en.html
https://www.sams.ac.uk/science/research-papers/sams-archive-papers/2018-papers/name-238744-en.html
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/16086953.one-fish-farm-produces-waste-equivalent-all-scotlands-west-coast-towns/
https://www.sams.ac.uk/science/research-papers/sams-archive-papers/2018-papers/name-238744-en.html
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/16086953.one-fish-farm-produces-waste-equivalent-all-scotlands-west-coast-towns/
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/16086953.one-fish-farm-produces-waste-equivalent-all-scotlands-west-coast-towns/


A report - "Scotland's Secret? Aquaculture, nutrient pollution, eutrophication and toxic 

blooms" - published by WWF Scotland in 2000 (when salmon farming production was 

125,000 tonnes compared to 204,000 tonnes in 2019) calculated phosphorus discharges from 

salmon farms as equivalent to almost twice the sewage discharges of Scotland's human 

population.   

 

 
 

 

Video evidence of waste pollution and benthic impacts have illustrated the lethal legacy of 

Norwegian-owned companies operating in Scotland.   

 

 

 

https://www.wwf.org.uk/sites/default/files/2000-01/secret.pdf
https://www.wwf.org.uk/sites/default/files/2000-01/secret.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/news/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2019/
https://vimeo.com/319167415
https://www.wwf.org.uk/sites/default/files/2000-01/secret.pdf
https://www.wwf.org.uk/sites/default/files/2000-01/secret.pdf
https://www.independent.co.uk/environment/campaigners-want-polluted-salmon-farm-endorsed-by-oliver-to-be-shut-6585.html


Biomass exceedances - which can be seen as an indicator of excessive and unauthorised 

pollution - were dominated by Mowi with Scottish Sea Farms also featuring in the worst 

cases:  

 
 

2020 is expected to be the worst on record with the Scottish Environment Protection Agency 

announcing in March 2020 that biomass limits could be breached during the Covid-19 crisis 

(although SEPA proposed lifting biomass limits back in 2017).  Data is currently only 

available up to July 2020 with Q3 2020 not published until December. 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/03/sepa-relax-environmental-controls-during-coronavirus-crisis-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/03/sepa-relax-environmental-controls-during-coronavirus-crisis-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/01/press-release-recipe-for-ruin-sepa-lifts-limits-on-salmon-farms.html
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1238161071501869058


 
 

BBC's investigative show 'Panorama' raised the issue of biomass breaches in May 2019.  

 

 
 

Mowi's waste impacts across Scotland have resulted in rafts of "Unsatisfactory" benthic 

monitoring surveys - including Loch Ewe salmon farm which Mowi has been forced to close 

down along with another salmon farm in Loch Duich.  The Ross-shire Journal reported (22 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0005hc1/panorama-salmon-farming-exposed
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-business-48923807
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-business-48923807
https://www.ross-shirejournal.co.uk/news/mowi-closes-wester-ross-salmon-farm-site-219155/
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1243247930573836289
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2494331710668916


November 2020) that the Scottish Environment Protection Agency will "implement a post 

closure monitoring programme to continue to assess the health of the marine environment" 

under Mowi's Loch Ewe salmon farm.  
 

 
 

BBC's Panorama show featured video footage of the waste impacts of Mowi in May 2019: 

 

 
 

The video footage from diver David Ainsley was captured under Mowi's Poll Na Gille 

salmon farm - ranked by OneKind in 2018 as the worst salmon farm in Scotland.   

https://www.ross-shirejournal.co.uk/news/mowi-closes-wester-ross-salmon-farm-site-219155/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-48266480
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=POQYvwoVkS8
https://theferret.scot/fish-farms-worst-animal-welfare/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2494331710668916


Analysis of the benthic data published by the Scottish Environment Protection Agency via 

'Scotland's Aquaculture' reveals over 1,000 'Unsatisfactory' Environmental Monitoring 

Surveys for salmon farms - including the most recent surveys dominated by Mowi, The 

Scottish Salmon Company, Scottish Sea Farms and Grieg Seafood:  

 

 
 

Data for 2020 will be available in 2021 assuming environmental monitoring surveys have 

actually been conducted under the relaxed rules introduced by SEPA in March 2020. 

 

Salmon farmers in Scotland are engaged in 'shifting cultivation of the sea' with a slash-and-

burn style of aquaculture which leaves a lasting legacy of pollution and contamination.  The 

pollute and move on policy is inherently unsustainable and an indicator of the severe 

environmental damage precipitated by salmon farming not just in Scotland but also in 

Norway where Leroy has been caught killing off the sea-bed. 

 

 

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/environmental_monitoring_surveys.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/environmental_monitoring_surveys.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/environmental_monitoring_surveys.aspx
https://theferret.scot/environmental-rules-salmon-farming-relaxed/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VMilX609POE&feature=emb_title
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/environmental_monitoring_surveys.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VMilX609POE&feature=emb_title


Scottish Sea Farms (co-owned by Leroy & SalMar via Norskott Havbruk AS since 2001) has 

caused "Unsatisfactory" waste pollution at salmon farms across Scotland including in the 

Sound of Mull, Loch Creran 'Special Area of Conservation' and within the Wester Ross 

'Marine Protected Area' at Eilean Fada Mor and Tanera.   

 

 
 

The Press & Journal reported (4 November 2020): 

 

 

https://www.salmar.no/en/history/
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/environmental_monitoring_surveys.aspx
https://www.communitiesforseas.scot/fish-farm-objection-for-wester-ross-mpa/
https://www.communitiesforseas.scot/fish-farm-objection-for-wester-ross-mpa/
https://www.pressandjournal.co.uk/fp/news/highlands/2619025/fish-farm-proposal-in-wester-ross-marine-protected-area-causes-controversy/
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/environmental_monitoring_surveys.aspx
https://www.pressandjournal.co.uk/fp/news/highlands/2619025/fish-farm-proposal-in-wester-ross-marine-protected-area-causes-controversy/


Video footage shot under a salmon farm operated by Scottish Sea Farms at Tanera in the 

Summer Isles (within the Wester Ross Marine Protected Area) is online here 

 

 
 

Read more via Sea Change Wester Ross and Locals Horse in Opposition to Scottish Sea 

Farms  

 

 

When Scottish Salmon Watch filmed at the Scottish Sea Farms owned salmon farm at Tanera 

in 2018 the stomach-churning stench of rotting corpses and maggot-infested salmon nearly 

knocked us over. 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/307788449
http://seachangewesterross.co.uk/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/opposition-to-scottish-sea-farms-expansion-off-horse-island-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/opposition-to-scottish-sea-farms-expansion-off-horse-island-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-dirty-rotten-scottish-salmon-1-october-2018.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-dirty-rotten-scottish-salmon-1-october-2018.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-dirty-rotten-scottish-salmon-1-october-2018.pdf
https://vimeo.com/307788449
https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/videos


Waste pollution from salmon farms operated by Mowi, The Scottish Salmon Company, Grieg 

Seafood and Scottish Sea Farms have polluted lochs around the Highlands & Islands of 

Scotland.  Data on 'Sealice In-Feed Treatment Residues' in sediments under salmon farms 

shows Teflubenzuron contamination by Marine Harvest (re-named Mowi in 2019) and 

Scottish Sea Farms in 2012 and 2013  leading to a ban on the use of Teflubenzuron in 2015. 

 

 
 

The Guardian reported in 2013: 

 

 
 

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/sealice_in_feed_treatment_residues.aspx
https://www.robedwards.com/2015/05/salmon-farm-drug-that-kills-wildlife-to-be-withdrawn-from-market.html
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2013/may/10/marine-harvest-salmon-farm-scottish-loch
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/sealice_in_feed_treatment_residues.aspx
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2013/may/10/marine-harvest-salmon-farm-scottish-loch


The Sunday Herald reported in 2013: 

 

 
 

 
 

The Sunday Herald reported in 2011: 

 

 

https://www.robedwards.com/2013/05/revealed-the-dirty-dozen-salmon-farms-that-contaminate-lochs-with-pesticides.html
https://www.robedwards.com/2011/11/revealed-the-toxic-pesticides-that-pollute-our-lochs.html
https://www.robedwards.com/2013/05/revealed-the-dirty-dozen-salmon-farms-that-contaminate-lochs-with-pesticides.html
https://www.robedwards.com/2013/05/revealed-the-dirty-dozen-salmon-farms-that-contaminate-lochs-with-pesticides.html
https://www.robedwards.com/2011/11/revealed-the-toxic-pesticides-that-pollute-our-lochs.html


Chemical contamination of Scottish lochs has continued with Emamectin benzoate (Slice) 

pollution of lochs.  Here's data supplied by the Scottish Environment Protection Agency 

published via 'Scotland's Aquaculture' (7.63 is the 'Environmental Quality Standard' - i.e. 

anything above that is a pollution breach): 

 

 

 

 
 

[Hjaltland Seafarms is Grieg Seafood]  

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/sealice_in_feed_treatment_residues.aspx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-business-27223843
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/sealice_in_feed_treatment_residues.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/sealice_in_feed_treatment_residues.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/sealice_in_feed_treatment_residues.aspx


The front page of The Sunday Herald reported in 2017: 

 

 
 

 

Here's The Sunday Herald's table of contaminated lochs (sourced from data published by the 

Scottish Environment Protection Agency) which is dominated by salmon farms operated by 

Norwegian-owned salmon farming companies:  

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/02/front-page-of-sunday-herald-revealed-scandal-of-45-lochs-trashed-by-pollution.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/02/front-page-of-sunday-herald-revealed-scandal-of-45-lochs-trashed-by-pollution.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/02/front-page-of-sunday-herald-revealed-scandal-of-45-lochs-trashed-by-pollution.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/02/front-page-of-sunday-herald-revealed-scandal-of-45-lochs-trashed-by-pollution.html


The environmentally hazardous nature of salmon farming is also illustrated by 'Compliance 

Assessments' published annually by the Scottish Environmental Protection Agency.  Data 

published by Scottish Salmon Watch in July 2018 revealed that there were 51 fish farms in 

Scotland which failed SEPA's compliance assessment in 2016 - with Scottish Sea Farms 

assessed as the worst operator with 10 fish farms (9 farms assessed as "Poor" and one as 

"Very Poor".   

 

 
 

 

Marine Harvest's salmon farm in Loch Duich - a Special Area of Conservation supposedly 

protected under EU Law - was ranked "Poor" by SEPA due to a significant failure for 

contamination of sediments with residues of the toxic chemical Emamectin benzoate.  

 

Two of Scottish Sea Farms' 10 salmon farms rated as "Very Poor" or "Poor" were located at 

Fishnish in the Sound of Mull - the site of the killing a humpback whale in 2014 and 

exceedance of lice limits in January 2018.   Fishnish A salmon farm "failed repeatedly" 

according to SEPA with "6 consecutive unsatisfactory surveys since 2006" and Fishnish B 

had "3 consecutive unsatisfactory surveys since 2010" leading to SEPA imposing a 

conditional reduction in biomass on both sites.  

 

Another Scottish Sea Farm site in Loch Spelve at Balure on the Isle of Mull was rated "Very 

Poor" due to exceedance of the Environmental Quality Standard for residues of Emamectin 

benzoate (a toxic chemical known to kill lobsters) and evidence of drug over-dosing.   

 

Read more via "Failing Fish Farms: Scotland's Worst Salmon Farms Named & Shamed" 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/07/failing-fish-farms-scotlands-worst-salmon-farms-named-shamed-.html
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/protectedsites/sacselection/sac.asp?EUCode=UK0017077
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/protectedsites/sacselection/sac.asp?EUCode=UK0017077
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/15134408.Crackdown_on_fish_farm_pesticides_after_Sunday_Herald_investigation/
https://www.sruc.ac.uk/news/article/898/humpback_whale_post_mortem_suggests_entanglement_in_salmon_farm
https://www.scottishseafarms.com/media/1544/ssf-sea-lice-figures-jan-18.xlsx
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/the-culling-farms-new-case-information-from-the-scottish-government-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-damning-report-on-toxic-salmon-farms-buried-2017.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/07/failing-fish-farms-scotlands-worst-salmon-farms-named-shamed-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/07/failing-fish-farms-scotlands-worst-salmon-farms-named-shamed-.html


Compliance in 2018 (the latest year available) was worse with 54 failing fish farms - 

including 35 assessed by SEPA as 'Poor' and 2 as 'Very Poor'.  Finfish aquaculture as a sector 

was ranked by SEPA as worst of the all industry sectors along with the landfill sector.    

 

 
 

The two salmon farms assessed as 'Very Poor' by SEPA in 2018 were both operated by Grieg 

Seafood in Shetland at South Linga and Setterness South: 

 

 
 

The 35 fish farms assessed as 'Poor' by SEPA in 2018 included salmon farms operated by 

Mowi (Ardnish, Camus an Leim, Hellisay, Invasion Bay, Kingairloch, North Shore), The 

Scottish Salmon Company (Gometra, Inch Kenneth, Kinlochmoidart Hatchery, Kyles Vuia), 

and Scottish Sea Farms (Fishnish, Scallastle Bay, Bring Head, Bellister, Shuna): 

 

 

 

https://www2.sepa.org.uk/compliance/
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/compliance/
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/compliance/
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=4265787
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=4280052
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/compliance/
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/compliance/
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/compliance/


 

 

 
 

 

In SEPA's 2017 'Compliance Assessment', The Scottish Salmon Company's Kinlochmoidart 

Hatchery was assessed by SEPA as 'Very Poor' leading to Scottish Salmon Watch calling in 

2019 for the site to be closed down. 

 

 

https://www2.sepa.org.uk/compliance/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/05/very-poor-scottish-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/05/very-poor-scottish-salmon-.html
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/compliance/
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/compliance/
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/compliance/


BBC News reported in October 2018: 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-45752796
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-45752796
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-45752796


Norwegian-owned salmon farming companies are fouling not only their own nest but also  

Scotland's.  Such a policy is inherently unsustainable and morally repugnant.  Inside Scottish 

Salmon Feedlots reported this week (25 November 2020): 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/issf.org.uk/photos/a.540289616387449/1129917537424651/
https://www.facebook.com/issf.org.uk/photos/a.540289616387449/1129917537424651/
https://www.facebook.com/issf.org.uk/photos/a.540289616387449/1129917537424651/
https://www.facebook.com/issf.org.uk/photos/a.540289616387449/1129917537424651/


- Chemical Contamination: Since 2017 salmon farming companies have continued to 

spread chemical pollution - as reported by The Ferret. 

 

 
 

 

https://theferret.scot/tag/emamectin/
https://theferret.scot/tag/emamectin/
https://theferret.scot/tag/emamectin/page/2/


In August 2020, The Ferret reported how The Scottish Salmon Company had been 

"reprimanded for feeding a toxic pesticide to fish twice as often as permitted and breaching a 

safety limit, according to documents released by the Scottish Government". 
 

 
 

This is not the first time The Scottish Salmon Company has been caught out overdosing on 

Emamectin benzoate in Loch Roag.  The Daily Mail reported in March 2017: 
  

 

Scottish Salmon Watch reported in March 2017 that "Emamectin contamination of Scottish 

farmed salmon has now occurred at least eight times with other cases reported by the VMD in 

2012 (Scottish Salmon Company), 2010 (Lakeland Marine), 2009 (Skelda Salmon), 2006 

(Scottish Sea Farms) and 2005 (Marine Harvest)." 

https://theferret.scot/salmon-farm-pesticide-emamectin-breaches/
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4310820/Toxic-chemicals-farmed-salmon-straight-loch.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/03/press-release-scottish-salmon-overdoses-on-toxic-chemical-.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4310820/Toxic-chemicals-farmed-salmon-straight-loch.html


BBC Panorama reported in May 2019: 

 

 
 

The Ferret reported in October 2020: 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-48334029
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/the-ferret-fury-as-fish-farm-pesticide-pollution-rises-72-in-a-year.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/the-ferret-fury-as-fish-farm-pesticide-pollution-rises-72-in-a-year.html


 

According to the 'Scottish Pollutant Release Inventory' published by SEPA, here's the top 20 

salmon farms discharging the toxic chemical Azamethiphos in 2019 (dominated by 

Mowi/Marine Harvest): 

 

https://www2.sepa.org.uk/spripa/Search/ByPollutant/Results.aspx?Media=water-d&Pollutant=169&Year=2019
https://theferret.scot/fish-farm-pesticide-pollution-rise-2019/
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/spripa/Search/ByPollutant/Results.aspx?Media=water-d&Pollutant=169&Year=2019


According to the 'Scottish Pollutant Release Inventory' published by SEPA, here's the top 24 

salmon farms discharging the toxic chemical Deltamethrin in 2019 (again dominated by 

Mowi/Marine Harvest but also featuring The Scottish Salmon Company and Grieg Seafood): 

 

 

Data for 2020 is partially available via Scotland's Aquaculture web-site up to the end of June 

but does not include toxic chemical use via wellboats. 

 

 
 

https://www2.sepa.org.uk/spripa/Search/ByPollutant/Results.aspx?Media=water-d&Pollutant=291&Year=2019
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/spripa/Search/ByPollutant/Results.aspx?Media=water-d&Pollutant=291&Year=2019
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx


Here's data for the first six months of 2020 published via Scotland's Aquaculture with Mowi 

salmon farms dominating the top 10 sites using Deltamethrin and Azamethiphos and The 

Scottish Salmon Company dominating the top 10 salmon farms using Emamectin benzoate: 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Expect 2020 chemical use to increase yet further since SEPA opened the floodgates in April 

2020.  The Ferret reported in April 2020: 

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/04/sepa-open-floodgates-to-toxic-chemicals-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/04/sepa-open-floodgates-to-toxic-chemicals-.html
https://theferret.scot/toxic-pesticides-salmon-farmers-coronavirus/
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx


 

 
 

Scottish Salmon Watch Tweeted in April 2020: 

 

 

https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1248166246748741632
https://theferret.scot/toxic-pesticides-salmon-farmers-coronavirus/
https://theferret.scot/toxic-pesticides-salmon-farmers-coronavirus/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/04/sepa-open-floodgates-to-toxic-chemicals-.html


Data published via Scotland's Aquaculture (sourced return submitted by salmon farms to the 

Scottish Environment Protection Agency) detail how Norwegian-owned companies dominate 

the use of toxic chemicals.  Here's the top 20 monthly uses of Deltamethrin headed by 

Mowi/Marine Harvest and The Scottish Salmon Company - with 2075 monthly uses reported 

since Deltamethrin was first used in September 2008 (Deltamethrin replaced the equally toxic 

Cypermethrin which was used in Scotland from the late 1990s - often illegally - and phased 

out on Scottish salmon farms in 2011): 

 

 
 

 

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0048969718333059
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0048969718333059
https://www.newscientist.com/article/mg15320750-800-new-fish-farm-pesticides-to-flood-scottish-lochs/
https://www.theguardian.com/uk/2000/apr/30/antonybarnett.theobserver
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0048969718333059


The top 20 monthly reported uses of the toxic chemical Azamethiphos (according to data 

published via Scotland's Aquaculture) are dominated by Mowi/Marine Harvest with Grieg 

Seafood (Hjaltland), Scottish Sea Farms and The Scottish Salmon Company also featuring.  

There has been 2038 monthly reported uses of the toxic organophosphate Azamethiphos - 

like Deltamethrin and Cypermethrin, used as a bath treatment - since it was first used in 

Scotland in 2002.    

 

 
 

Rampant use of Azamethiphos drove a ten-fold increase (932%) in toxic chemical use on 

salmon farms between 2006 and 2016.   

 

 

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0048969718333059
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/01/fish-farmageddon-scottish-salmon-loses-chemicals-arms-race-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/01/fish-farmageddon-scottish-salmon-loses-chemicals-arms-race-.html
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/01/fish-farmageddon-scottish-salmon-loses-chemicals-arms-race-.html


Increases in the use of Teflubenzuron (marked purple in the graph above) - a chemical which 

caused huge controversy in Norway due to impacts on shellfish and environmental 

contamination - were halted in Scotland in 2013 and the toxic chemical withdrawn from the 

market in 2015.  According to data published via Scotland's Aquaculture here's the top 20 

monthly reported uses of Teflubenzuron headed by Scottish Sea Farms (MJM Salmon was 

acquired by Scottish Sea Farms in 2007).   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
  

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/01/fish-farmageddon-scottish-salmon-loses-chemicals-arms-race-.html
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/24555954/
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/integration/research/newsalert/pdf/pesticides_Norway_fishfarms_exceed_UK_environmental_health_standards_388na2_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/integration/research/newsalert/pdf/pesticides_Norway_fishfarms_exceed_UK_environmental_health_standards_388na2_en.pdf
https://www.robedwards.com/2015/05/salmon-farm-drug-that-kills-wildlife-to-be-withdrawn-from-market.html
https://www.robedwards.com/2015/05/salmon-farm-drug-that-kills-wildlife-to-be-withdrawn-from-market.html
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/26318677/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-chemical-culture-in-scotland-2.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-chemical-culture-in-scotland-2.pdf
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder---chemically-embalmed-scottish-salmon-dec-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder---chemically-embalmed-scottish-salmon-dec-2019.pdf


Scottish Sea Farms also heads the list of the biggest user of Emamectin benzoate - another 

shellfish-killing chemical labelled as a 'Marine Pollutant' by the chemical manufacturers - 

followed by Mowi/Marine Harvest.   According to data published via Scotland's Aquaculture 

here's the top 20 largest monthly uses of Emamectin benzoate since it was first used in 

Scotland in 2002 (a staggering 4605 times in total).   

 

 

 
 

SEPA reported in 2019: "Following its use as an in-feed treatment for sea lice, emamectin 

benzoate residues are more widely distributed in the benthic environment than previously 

thought, and have a statistically significant effect on benthic ecology at the concentrations 

observed in this study" (a study conducted in Shetland where Scottish Sea Farms and Grieg 

Seafood operate).  

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2010/09/silent-spring-of-the-sea-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2010/09/silent-spring-of-the-sea-.html
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0048969719309428
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0048969719309428
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0048969719309428


Repeat uses of Emamectin benzoate (recently shown to be genotoxic with an impact on 

human health) is a huge problem with some salmon farms using multiple doses during a 

growing cycle (including The Scottish Salmon Company who used Emamectin benzoate six 

times in a year at a salmon farm in Loch Roag).  Here's some salmon farms which have a 

lethal legacy of Emamectin benzoate use: 

 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0269749119355484
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0269749119355484
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/08/the-ferret-salmon-farm-rapped-for-toxic-pesticide-breaches-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/08/the-ferret-salmon-farm-rapped-for-toxic-pesticide-breaches-.html
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
https://www.sepa.org.uk/media/344228/1000800_product_safety_sheets.pdf


The Scottish Salmon Company's salmon farm at Aird Ardheslaig in Loch Shieldaig 

(Torridon) has used Emamectin benzoate a staggering 35 times since 2002.   

 

 

 
 

 

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/08/the-ferret-salmon-farm-rapped-for-toxic-pesticide-breaches-.html


Marine Harvest (re-named Mowi in 2019 despite objections from the Mowinckel family who 

did not want their good name dragged into the gutter) only established a new salmon farm at 

Am Maol on the Isle of Muck in 2014 (in 2018 Mowi announced they wanted to expand the 

biomass).   Yet they reported a dozen doses of Emamectin benzoate between 2014 and 2018: 

 

 
 

 
 

Mowi's salmon farm at Camas an Leim in Loch Torridon has reported 28 monthly uses of 

Emamectin benzoate since 2010.   

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/12/we-think-its-completely-wrong-that-the-mowi-name-will-be-associated-with-the-kind-of-farming-that-ma.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/12/we-think-its-completely-wrong-that-the-mowi-name-will-be-associated-with-the-kind-of-farming-that-ma.html
https://www.fishfarmermagazine.com/news/marine-harvest-invest-3-million-on-muck/
https://www.fishfarmermagazine.com/news/marine-harvest-invest-3-million-on-muck/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/marine-harvest-bids-for-bigger-biomass-consent-on-muck/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/marine-harvest-bids-for-bigger-biomass-consent-on-muck/
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/04/censored-welfare-abuse-on-salmon-farms-.html
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx


 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
https://vimeo.com/302035482


The Scottish Salmon Company's Ardgaddan salmon farm in Loch Fyne has reported 23 

monthly doses of Emamectin benzoate since 2010.   

 

 
 

 

 

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html


Grieg Seafood's disease-ridden Cole Deep salmon farm in Shetland has reported the monthly 

use of Emamectin benzoate 37 times since 2002 (Grieg rebranded from Hjaltland in 2015).  

 

 
 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
https://www.fishfarmermagazine.com/news/big-leap-in-griegs-profits/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html


The Scottish Salmon Company's Eughlam North salmon farm in lice-infested Loch Roag has 

reported the monthly use of Emamectin benzoate 20 times since 2011 with five doses since 

May 2019 with another six doses at Eughlam South since April 2019.   
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The Scottish Salmon Company's Maragay Mor salmon farm reported 7 doses of Emamectin 

benzoate between December 2016 and October 2018 with 4 doses in 2018.   

 

 
 

 
 

 

The Scottish Salmon Company's salmon farm at Meall Mhor in Loch Fyne salmon has 

reported 32 doses of Emamectin benzoate since 2004 with 4 doses since November 2019.   
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http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html


The Scottish Salmon Company's salmon farm at Plocrapol - labelled as a 'vipers nest' by the 

company in leaked emails and a site which the company wants to expand further - has 

reported 26 doses of Emamectin benzoate since 2012 with 5 reported in 2018 and another 5 

doses since November 2019: 

 

 
 

The Scottish Salmon Company's disease-ridden Quarry Point salmon farm in Loch Fyne 

reported 4 doses of Emamectin benzoate between November 2019 and May 2020 (data for 

July to September will be published next month):  

 

 
 

Scottish Sea Farms has reported 18 monthly doses of Emamectin benzoate at their Lismore B 

salmon farm since 2010 with 9 doses between March 2018 and May 2020:  
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The Scottish Salmon Company's Reibinish salmon farm in East Loch Tarbert reported 15 

doses of Emamectin benzoate since November 2015 with 4 doses between December 2019 

and June 2020: 

 

 
 

Scottish Sea Farms has reported the use of Emamectin benzoate 11 times since it took over 

the Scallastle Bay salmon farm in the Sound of Mull from the Scottish Salmon Company in 

2015 with 5 doses in 2019.  
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The Scottish Salmon Company has reported the use of Emamectin benzoate 20 times at Sgian 

Dubh salmon farm in Loch Striven since 2014 with a staggering 7 doses reported in 2019:  
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Scottish Sea Farms has reported 27 doses of Emamectin benzoate at their salmon farm at 

South Sound in Mangaster Voe in Shetland since 2009:  

 

 
 

 

In 2019, a scientific paper authored by staff at SEPA detailed the "Negative effects of the sea 

lice therapeutant emamectin benzoate at low concentrations on benthic communities around 

Scottish fish farms" with research conducted at salmon farms in Shetland. 
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The scientific paper concluded: (EmBz = Emamectin benzoate; and Tef = Teflubenzuron):  

 

 
 

The Ferret reported in June 2019: 

 

 
 

And the article continued: 
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Whilst SEPA delays acting on the science - and in fact relaxes rules event further - 

Norwegian-owned salmon farming companies are flooding Scottish lochs with toxic 

chemicals.  The Scottish Salmon Company has reported 26 doses of Emamectin benzoate at 

their St. Molios salmon farm in Lamlash Bay since 2011 (with 6 doses in 2016 and 7 doses in 

2014):  

 
 

The Scottish Salmon Company withdrew an application to expand in Lamlash Bay - a 

'Marine Protected Area' - on the Isle of Arran in 2017.    
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The Scottish Salmon Company has reported 14 doses of Emamectin benzoate at their disease-

ridden salmon farm at Strondoir Bay in Loch Fyne since October 2015:  
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The Scottish Salmon Company has reported 26 doses of Emamectin benzoate since 2011 at 

Strone Point salmon farm in Loch Striven including 5 doses in 2017 and 6 in 2015: 
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The Scottish Salmon Company - which may be one of the companies investigated by SEPA 

for breaches of chemicals reporting - has reported 25 doses of Emamectin benzoate at 

Taranaish salmon farm in Loch Roag since 2011 including 6 doses between April 2019 and 

February 2020:    
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The Scottish Salmon Company has reported 22 doses of Emamectin benzoate at Tarbert 

South salmon farm in Loch Fyne since 2011 including 5 doses between October 2019 and 

May 2020:  

 

 
 

 

Scottish Sea Farms has been heavy-handed with the use of Emamectin benzoate at Vidlin 

North salmon farm in Shetland with 26 reported doses since 2009 including 4 doses in 2019 

and 5 doses in 2017 (Vidlin Outer salmon farm shows a similar pattern of use).  
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Whilst some site specific data on the use of toxic chemicals is available in Scotland, the 

availability of data in Norway is more transparent and publicly accessible. 

 

 
 

A public register of toxic chemicals - including the use of Formaldehyde, Hydrogen peroxide, 

Imidacloprid and antibiotics - is still a long way off for Scotland.   Why are Norwegian-

owned salmon farming companies operating to lower standards of transparency in Scotland 

compared to back home in Norway?     
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The absence of data on chemical use via wellboats is an issue that Scottish Salmon Watch has 

questioned the Scottish Environment Protection Agency who earlier this month took over the 

regulation of discharges of toxic chemicals via wellboats from Marine Scotland. 

 

 
 

SEPA's FOI disclosure (F0192092) in October 2020 detailed use of the toxic chemical 

Azamethiphos via wellboats during 2018 - here's the Top 10 biggest users of this toxic 

organophosphate headed by Grieg Seafood:  
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Deltamethrin - a toxic chemical shown by a recent scientific paper to be "a significant risk to 

lobster larvae living near fish farms" - was used by the following sites in 2018 via wellboats.   

 

Further information was disclosed in November 2019 by the Scottish Government via FOI-

19-02442 - including well boat data disclosed via Dropbox (Alphamax is the trade name of 

Deltamethrin and Salmosan is Azamethiphos):  

 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0269749120302451
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-19-02442/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-19-02442/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-19-02442/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0269749120302451
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0269749120302451
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/foi-exposes-tox-sick-scottish-salmon-.html
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/wqi69zheyd0e0t2/AADzfWrgjEuMgUcoLJ0eMkVqa?dl=0&preview=53.pdf


 

 

 

Read more via "The Devil is in the Data - why no published figures on use of toxic chemicals 

via wellboats?" and "Closing the Net on Salmon Farming's Use of Toxic Chemicals" 
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The licensing of wellboat discharges has attracted considerable attention during 2020 with 

Marine Scotland issuing dozens of 'Temporary Marine Licence Variations' to salmon farming 

companies in July and April 2020.  

 

A 'Schedule to Notification of Variation' for Mowi dated 3 July 2020 included the statement 

that: "the Licensee must provide evidence to the Licensing Authority that plumes from 

wellboats at fish farm sites will not reach an active shellfish farm".   

 

Read more via SEPA: "Regulation of Fish Farms Streamlined" - err isn't streamline a 

euphemism for 'reduce to the bare bones'? 
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Recent peer-reviewed scientific research has added to the weight of evidence against the use 

of Azamethiphos, Deltamethrin, Emamectin benzoate, Hydrogen peroxide and Imidacloprid 

in salmon farming.    

 

In September 2020, the Institute of Marine Research in Bergen reported: 

 

 
 

Read more via the scientific paper: "The impact of anti-sea lice pesticides, azamethiphos and 

deltamethrin, on European lobster (Homarus gammarus) larvae in the Norwegian marine 

environment" 
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In 2016 the Scottish Aquaculture Research Forum published a damning report on the impact 

of Emamectin benzoate on shellfish (re-published in 2017 online here).   The Sunday Herald 

reported in March 2017: 

 

 
 

 

A proposed ban on the use of Emamectin benzoate on salmon farms in Scotland was stymied 

by industry lobbying in a scandal dubbed 'Slicegate'.  The Ferret reported in June 2019: 

 

 
   

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-damning-report-on-toxic-salmon-farms-buried-2017.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-damning-report-on-toxic-salmon-farms-buried-2017.pdf
https://pure.uhi.ac.uk/en/publications/sarf098c-pamp-refreshment-study-the-association-between-emamectin
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/15134408.crackdown-on-fish-farm-pesticides-after-sunday-herald-investigation/
https://theferret.scot/tag/emamectin/
https://theferret.scot/tag/emamectin/
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/slicegate-anatomy-chronology-of-an-environmental-lobotomy-november-2017.pdf
https://theferret.scot/fish-farming-industry-emamectin/
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/15134408.crackdown-on-fish-farm-pesticides-after-sunday-herald-investigation/
https://theferret.scot/fish-farming-industry-emamectin/
https://theferret.scot/fish-farming-industry-emamectin/


Sadly, neither SEPA's 'Scottish Pollutant Release Inventory' nor Scotland's Aquaculture 

database include data on the use of the toxic chemical Hydrogen Peroxide, antibiotics or the 

carcinogenic chemical Formaldehyde.   

 

 
 

Data on the use of Hydrogen peroxide was obtained in 2017 via Freedom of Information 

revealing sky-rocketing use at salmon farms around Scotland - spearheaded by Mowi (then 

named Marine Harvest) and Grieg Seafood. 
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Scientists in Norway have published scientific evidence of the toxicity of Hydrogen peroxide: 
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Norwegian-owned salmon farming companies have also been in the vanguard in terms of the 

use of antibiotics in Scotland.  Data obtained via Freedom of Information in 2017 revealed 

ongoing antibiotic use at salmon farms with Mowi (then named Marine Harvest) accounting 

for 87% of all antibiotics used between 2002 and 2015: 
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The Press & Journal reported in February 2017: 

 

 
 

  

Data on antibiotic use in Scottish salmon farming from 2017 to 2019 was published earlier 

this month by the Veterinary Medicines Directorate: 
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The use of the carcinogenic chemical Formaldehyde (Formalin) has already evaded public 

reporting but at least some data has been accessed via Freedom of Information revealing how   

Mowi leads the way. 
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Scottish Salmon Watch reported in May 2020: 
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Public pressure is building against the use of Formaldehyde on salmon farms with a petition 

signed by 10,000 people submitted to the Scottish Government in August 2020:  
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A public register on ALL toxic chemicals by salmon farms - as is understood to be already 

the case in Norway - would help in naming and shaming the worst offenders.    
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Salmon farming companies - including Mowi - are seeking to use the toxic neonicotinoid 

Imidacloprid despite it being banned for use in terrestrial agriculture in 2018 and growing 

scientific opposition. 
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https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/05/secret-trials-scottish-salmon-doused-with-bee-killing-insecticide-imidacloprid.html
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2018/04/european-union-expands-ban-three-neonicotinoid-pesticides
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/further-scientific-opposition-to-imidacloprid-use-in-salmon-farming-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/further-scientific-opposition-to-imidacloprid-use-in-salmon-farming-.html
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/mowi-asks-to-trial-new-lice-drug-in-scotland/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/05/scottish-greens-deeply-concerned-at-mowis-field-trial-of-neonicotinoid-imidacloprid-in-loch-ailort.html


 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/further-scientific-opposition-to-imidacloprid-use-in-salmon-farming-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/sunday-times-outlawed-insecticide-may-be-used-on-scottish-salmon-.html


 
 

In August 2020, an Editorial in British Wildlife raised alarm bells: 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/08/british-wildlife-neonics-in-salmon-farming-alarm-bells-are-ringing.html
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1272470046602924032
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/08/british-wildlife-neonics-in-salmon-farming-alarm-bells-are-ringing.html


The company behind plans to use Imidacloprid in salmon farming - at least five salmon farms 

in Norway totalling 35,000 tonnes of farmed salmon have already been doused in this toxic 

insecticide - is Norwegian-owned Benchmark whose largest shareholder is Johan Andresen's 

Ferd AS (Chair of the Council on Ethics).  The Financial Times reported in May 2020: 

 

 
 

 
 

 

https://www.pressreader.com/uk/fish-farmer/20200211/282488595733006
https://www.pressreader.com/uk/fish-farmer/20200211/282488595733006
https://www.pressreader.com/uk/fish-farmer/20200211/282488595733006
https://www.benchmarkplc.com/investors/significant-shareholders/
https://etikkradet.no/members/
https://www.ft.com/content/e6d9934a-5d77-11ea-ac5e-df00963c20e6
https://www.ft.com/content/e6d9934a-5d77-11ea-ac5e-df00963c20e6
https://www.ft.com/content/e6d9934a-5d77-11ea-ac5e-df00963c20e6
https://www.ft.com/content/e6d9934a-5d77-11ea-ac5e-df00963c20e6


Scottish Salmon Watch struggles to find any reasoning how the use of a banned toxic 

neonicotinoid in salmon farming is anything other than unethical and irresponsible.   

 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/03/follow-the-salmoney-the-norwegian-tobacco-billionaire-behind-the-neonicotinoid-imidacloprid-.html
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1240583143184314368


 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/imidacloprid-use-in-scottish-salmon-farming.html
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1277913791410339840


Scottish Salmon Watch simply does not believe that the toxic interests of companies such as 

Mowi (controlled by Norway's richest man John Fredriksen who is ranked 141st on the 

Forbes Billionaires List with a fortune of $10.2 billion) should be permitted to kill off marine 

life and traditional fisheries.    

 

 
 

 

https://www.forbes.com/profile/john-fredriksen/?sh=40bf1d612d93
https://www.forbes.com/profile/john-fredriksen/?sh=40bf1d612d93
https://twitter.com/ewangkennedy/status/1330773518510923776
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/salmonopoly-how-norways-salmafia-control-scottish-salmon-follow-the-salmoney-.html


 
 

Read more on the toxic nature of salmon farming via: 

 

 
 

Chemically Embalmed Scottish Salmon 

Salmon farming in crisis: 'We are seeing a chemical arms race in the seas'  

Silent Spring of the Sea  

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder---chemically-embalmed-scottish-salmon-dec-2019.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/apr/01/is-farming-salmon-bad-for-the-environment
http://gaaia.org/sites/default/files/files/Silent%20Spring%20chapter.pdf
https://twitter.com/salmonresearch/status/1331140146129932294
https://ecohustler.com/technology/chemical-seas-the-rise-and-fall-of-salmon-pharming-in-scotland/


- Feed Impacts: Salmon farming's dependence upon wild caught fisheries as a source of feed 

has long been a cause of concern and controversy - whether it is via chemical contamination 

of the sea-bed via copper, zinc or cadmium or PCBs and other cancer-causing contaminants; 

or via contamination of the flesh of farm salmon or via the 'net loss' on fisheries and impacts 

on forest ecosystems via deforestation due to the increasing use of soy.  Data published via 

Scotland's Aquaculture web-site (sourced from SEPA) show the biggest feed users since 

2002 - here's the largest monthly feed users as reported by Norwegian-owned companies with 

Mowi leading the way with Scottish Sea Farms and Grieg Seafood also featured:  

 

 

 
 

https://feedbackglobal.org/campaigns/fishy-business/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/7021747_Copper_zinc_and_cadmium_in_marine_cage_fish_farm_sediments_An_extensive_survey
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/big-fish-in-a-small-pond.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/scottish-salmon-farming-101.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2020/sep/15/net-loss-the-high-price-of-salmon-farming
https://www.framtiden.no/aktuelle-rapporter/849-salmon-on-soy-beans-deforestation-and-land-conflict-in-brazil/file.html
https://www.framtiden.no/aktuelle-rapporter/849-salmon-on-soy-beans-deforestation-and-land-conflict-in-brazil/file.html
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx


 
 

Feedback reported in June 2020: 

 

 
 

Feedback reported in July 2019: 

 

 
Read more via: 

 

 

https://feedbackglobal.org/cut-wasteful-scottish-farmed-salmon-and-eat-a-more-diverse-range-of-fish-for-a-sustainable-seafood-diet/
https://feedbackglobal.org/new-report-finds-310k-tonnes-of-wild-fish-a-year-will-be-needed-to-feed-scottish-salmon-industrys-ambitions-to-double-in-size-by-2030/
https://vimeo.com/372882885
https://feedbackglobal.org/cut-wasteful-scottish-farmed-salmon-and-eat-a-more-diverse-range-of-fish-for-a-sustainable-seafood-diet/
https://feedbackglobal.org/new-report-finds-310k-tonnes-of-wild-fish-a-year-will-be-needed-to-feed-scottish-salmon-industrys-ambitions-to-double-in-size-by-2030/
https://feedbackglobal.org/campaigns/fishy-business/


The unpaltability and consumer unacceptability of the substitution of wild caught fish with 

Land Animal Protein (LAP) is an obvious financial risk for Norwegian-owned salmon 

farming companies operating in Scotland.   

 

 
 

 

Not to mention the risks of being associated with a protein source which drains the oceans 

and steals precious food from the mouths of starving people in Latin America and Africa.   

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2016/10/mail-on-sunday-coming-soon-to-a-fish-counter-near-you-the-salmon-thats-truly-fowl.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2016/10/mail-on-sunday-coming-soon-to-a-fish-counter-near-you-the-salmon-thats-truly-fowl.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2012/06/kofis-united-nations-of-aquaculture-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2012/06/kofis-united-nations-of-aquaculture-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2016/10/mail-on-sunday-coming-soon-to-a-fish-counter-near-you-the-salmon-thats-truly-fowl.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2012/06/kofis-united-nations-of-aquaculture-.html


The use of soy in salmon farming, in particular, is fraught with financial risk with the danger 

of a consumer backlash and boycott of farmed salmon.  Intrafish reported earlier this week 

(23 November 2020):  

 

 
 

Read more via: 

 

 
 

https://salmonpledge.org/reasons
https://www.intrafish.com/feed/ngo-calls-on-norwegian-salmon-farmers-retailers-to-boycott-cargill-over-amazon-deforestation/2-1-917497
https://www.intrafish.com/feed/ngo-calls-on-norwegian-salmon-farmers-retailers-to-boycott-cargill-over-amazon-deforestation/2-1-917497
https://www.regnskog.no/en/news/the-murky-waters-of-soy-fed-salmon


Feed use by salmon farming is generating gas emissions and impacting on climate change.  

The Scotsman reported in August 2020: 

 

 
 

Scotland's Rural College reported in August 2020: 

 

 
 

Read via Nature: "Quantifying greenhouse gas emissions from global aquaculture" 

 

 

https://www.pressreader.com/uk/the-scotsman/20200814/281904480536276
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-020-68231-8.epdf?sharing_token=WGO7soJAD2BQU6nvnPPdANRgN0jAjWel9jnR3ZoTv0MDeAR0TbFW8ak2vdmY3Oz6DMPgrXdScvYtuiGG5QvqVqv43FSYdr-A4dDbLUqZY7ECPWxkdZ9OueHTU7P6esxycrbwtnwJknGRbxc25YLCSYmAlhKbp3t7iyG-NVZYkvY%3D
https://www.pressreader.com/uk/the-scotsman/20200814/281904480536276
https://www.sruc.ac.uk/news/article/2701/scale_of_fish_farm_emissions_revealed


The Herald reported in October 2019: 

 

 
 

Read more via Changing Markets: 

 

 

 
 

https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/17968370.demand-farmed-salmon-causing-ecological-disaster/
https://changingmarkets.org/portfolio/fishing-the-feed/
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/17968370.demand-farmed-salmon-causing-ecological-disaster/
https://changingmarkets.org/portfolio/fishing-the-feed/
https://changingmarkets.org/portfolio/fishing-the-feed/


Changing Markets reported in November 2020: 

 

 

 

https://changingmarkets.org/portfolio/fishing-the-feed/
https://changingmarkets.org/portfolio/fishing-the-feed/
https://changingmarkets.org/portfolio/fishing-the-feed/


- Killing of Seals: Norwegian-owned salmon farming companies have killed hundreds of 

seals since the Scottish Government was forced to publish data in 2015 (thanks to a ruling by 

the Scottish Information Commissioner, seal killing data for 2011 to 2018 is available online 

here).     

 

The Sunday Herald reported in March 2018: 

 

 
 

Scottish Salmon Watch reported in March 2018: 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2015/07/victory-disclosure-of-seal-killing-salmon-farm-data-ordered-by-21-august-.html
https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-licensing-seal-license-returns-2011-18/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-licensing-seal-license-returns-2011-18/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/03/sunday-herald-revealed-scottish-government-bid-to-exempt-salmon-farming-from-us-seal-killing-ban.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/03/sunday-herald-revealed-scottish-government-bid-to-exempt-salmon-farming-from-us-seal-killing-ban.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/03/sunday-herald-revealed-scottish-government-bid-to-exempt-salmon-farming-from-us-seal-killing-ban.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/03/sunday-herald-revealed-scottish-government-bid-to-exempt-salmon-farming-from-us-seal-killing-ban.html


Data published by the Scottish Government in September 2020 shows that 63 seals were 

killed by salmon farms in 2019 (an increase on 2017 when 44 seals were reported killed and 

in 2018 when 53 seals were reported as killed): 

 

 
 

The Ferret reported in June 2020: 

 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/second-review-operation-seal-licensing-system-under-marine-scotland-act-2010/pages/13/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/seal-shooting-by-fish-farms-to-be-banned-to-save-exports-to-us-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/seal-shooting-by-fish-farms-to-be-banned-to-save-exports-to-us-.html


Scottish Salmon Watch reported in June 2020: 

"According to data collected from salmon farming companies and published by the Scottish 

Government salmon farms killed 42 seals in 2019 (data currently only available up to the end 

of Q3 2019) with Marine Harvest (re-named Mowi in 2019 due to "negative consumer 

perception" and certified as 'welfare friendly' via RSPCA Assured) leading the way with 18 

dead seals followed by The Scottish Salmon Company with 11, Scottish Sea Farms with 6, 

Loch Duart with 5 (2 were killed at Calbha - a Loch Duart salmon farm - via the Northern 

Salmon Management Group) and Cooke with 2 dead seals": 

 

"According to official data published by the Scottish Government there were 54 seals killed 

by salmon farming companies in 2018 - with Marine Harvest (re-named Mowi in 2019) 

leading the way with 24 followed by Scottish Sea Farms with 9, Cooke with 9, The Scottish 

Salmon Company with 6 and Wester Ross (via the Northern Salmon Management Group) 

with 4":  

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/scottish-salmons-slaughter-of-seals-has-not-stopped-.html
https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Licensing/SealLicensing
https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Licensing/SealLicensing
https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Licensing/SealLicensing/2019Licences
https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Licensing/SealLicensing/2019Licences
https://www.intrafish.com/marketplace/negative-perception-of-marine-harvest-behind-switch-to-mowi/2-1-559988
https://www.intrafish.com/marketplace/negative-perception-of-marine-harvest-behind-switch-to-mowi/2-1-559988
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/05/mass-mortalities-black-death-plague-at-mowi-on-skye-.html
https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Licensing/SealLicensing/2011/2018
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/scottish-salmons-slaughter-of-seals-has-not-stopped-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/scottish-salmons-slaughter-of-seals-has-not-stopped-.html


 
 

 

 

https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1268508019949780994
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/scottish-salmons-slaughter-of-seals-has-not-stopped-.html


The Ferret reported in June 2020: 

 

 
 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/seal-shooting-at-fish-farms-doubles-before-ban.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/seal-shooting-at-fish-farms-doubles-before-ban.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/seal-shooting-at-fish-farms-doubles-before-ban.html
https://mobile.twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1271128855173087233


Data published by the Scottish Government in September 2020 shows that far from shooting 

seals as a "last resort" salmon farmers are failing to use anti-predator nets and seal blinds.   

 

 
 

 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/second-review-operation-seal-licensing-system-under-marine-scotland-act-2010/pages/13/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/second-review-operation-seal-licensing-system-under-marine-scotland-act-2010/pages/13/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/second-review-operation-seal-licensing-system-under-marine-scotland-act-2010/pages/13/


In June 2019, Folketrygdfondet's Senior Analyst - Responsible Investments (Annie Bergasel) 

was thanked for sharing insights and expertise for an ESG report on risks and opportunities in 

aquaculture.    The FAIRR report (June 2019) cited how Grieg Seafood and Scottish Sea 

Farms were "investing in enhanced nets" which "follows public outcry against seal shooting".   

 

 
 

 

The use of anti-predators nets is surely a price worth paying for seal-friendly salmon - and 

unless salmon farming companies invest in non-lethal predator control measures they will 

lose billions because of lost markets.   

 

 

 

 

 

https://cdn.fairr.org/2019/06/30101629/FAIRR_Shallow-returns_final_5-June_191-1.pdf
https://cdn.fairr.org/2019/06/30101629/FAIRR_Shallow-returns_final_5-June_191-1.pdf
https://cdn.fairr.org/2019/06/30101629/FAIRR_Shallow-returns_final_5-June_191-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2016/09/the-two-billion-dollar-salmon-ban-.html
https://cdn.fairr.org/2019/06/30101629/FAIRR_Shallow-returns_final_5-June_191-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2016/09/the-two-billion-dollar-salmon-ban-.html


- Acoustic Deterrent Devices Impacting on Cetaceans: Peer-reviewed science has shown 

the impact of Acoustic Deterrent Devices (ADDs) used on salmon farms in Scotland.   

 

 
 

The Ferret reported in June 2020: 

 

 

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-sounding-off---adds-evade-marine-noise-registry-10-sept-2018.pdf
https://theferret.scot/fish-farm-seal-scarers-scottish-natural-heritage/
https://twitter.com/dolmansarahj/status/1328286568163971073


The Mail On Sunday reported last month (25 October 2020): 

 

 
 

The Scottish Government reported in September 2020 that just over 60% of fish farms used 

ADDs in 2019 (slightly higher than in 2015 but lower than in 2016, 2017 and 2018): 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/mail-on-sunday-salmon-farmers-are-torturing-porpoises-and-dolphins-with-high-pitched-noises-to-prote.html
https://www.gov.scot/publications/second-review-operation-seal-licensing-system-under-marine-scotland-act-2010/pages/13/
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1320279913652506625
https://www.gov.scot/publications/second-review-operation-seal-licensing-system-under-marine-scotland-act-2010/pages/13/


The Daily Record reported in August 2020: 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Read more via: 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/08/daily-record-whales-and-dolphins-being-tortured-by-anti-seal-scare-devices-at-scottish-fish-farms.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/08/daily-record-whales-and-dolphins-being-tortured-by-anti-seal-scare-devices-at-scottish-fish-farms.html
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/whales-dolphins-being-tortured-anti-22461861
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/18623453.140-fish-farms-scotland-using-controversial-noise-devices/


The Scottish Parliamentary reply dated 15 July 2020 detailed The Scottish Salmon Company 

as the biggest user of ADDs followed by Scottish Sea Farms and then Mowi: 

 

 
 

 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30448&ResultsPerPage=10
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30448&ResultsPerPage=10
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-30448&ResultsPerPage=10


The legality of ADDs has been called into question. 

 

 

Marine Scotland posted online (30 October 2020):  

 

https://twitter.com/ClydePorpoise/status/1315799870117163008
http://marine.gov.scot/data/use-acoustic-deterrent-devices-add-and-requirement-european-protected-species-licence-eps
https://twitter.com/ClydePorpoise/status/1315799870117163008
http://marine.gov.scot/data/use-acoustic-deterrent-devices-add-and-requirement-european-protected-species-licence-eps


 

 

In August 2019, BBC Countryfile visited Mowi's salmon farm at 'Bay of the Dead Heads' 

speaking to tourist operator David Ainsley who called for a ban on ADDs with a petition 

signed by over 26,000 people (supported by the Scottish Greens in June 2020).   

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/08/bbc-countryfile-on-adds-impacting-on-cetaceans-.html
https://www.change.org/p/roseanna-cunninham-scottish-government-cabinet-secretary-for-the-environment-save-dolphins-porpoises-and-seals-from-scottish-salmon-farms
https://www.change.org/p/roseanna-cunninham-scottish-government-cabinet-secretary-for-the-environment-save-dolphins-porpoises-and-seals-from-scottish-salmon-farms
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/greens-want-ban-on-seal-scarers-.html
https://twitter.com/SaversSea/status/1328657936579702784?ref_src=twsrc%5etfw|twcamp%5etweetembed|twterm%5e1328657936579702784|twgr%5e|twcon%5es1_&ref_url=https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/mail-on-sunday-salmon-farmers-a
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/08/bbc-countryfile-on-adds-impacting-on-cetaceans-.html


Whether Mowi, Scottish Sea Farms, The Scottish Salmon Company and Grieg Seafood 

choose to turn off ADDs or not may hinge on any rule changes to the United States Marine 

Mammal Protection Act which will prohibit the killing of marine mammals by 2021 and may 

also prohibit the use of some if not all ADDs.   The lethality of salmon farms to marine 

mammals is not in question, however, as Scottish Sea Farms found out when a humpback 

whale was killed in one of their salmon farms in the Sound of Mull. 

 

 
 

In view of the hard evidence of diseases and welfare abuse, Scottish Salmon Watch believes  

salmon farming should carry an environmental health and welfare warning just like tobacco. 

 

 

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/scottish-salmon-exports-face-us-ban-for-cruelty-to-seals-t7mwmxggk?fbclid=IwAR2oIW_VUthUS-unZLoFPNcjQJGGK7pfzh3a0OJRQgPkbktzGux2p-Zrclc
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-caught-between-the-devil-deep-blue-sea-17-june-2020-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-caught-between-the-devil-deep-blue-sea-17-june-2020-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/scottish_salmons_seal_kil/2014/07/salmon-farming-kills-whales.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/scottish_salmons_seal_kil/2014/07/salmon-farming-kills-whales.html
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Rural/Scottish_Salmon_Watch.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/media-backgrounder-the-welfare-nightmare-of-scottish-salmon-.html
https://scottishscamon.co.uk/news
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/scottish_salmons_seal_kil/2014/07/salmon-farming-kills-whales.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/02/front-page-of-norwegian-newspaper-don-staniford-has-declared-war-against-norwegian-salmon-farming.html


Norwegian-owned salmon farming companies operating in Scotland have a horrible history 

of non-compliance and unethical behaviour. 

 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/03/25-years-of-scottish-salmon-shame-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/03/25-years-of-scottish-salmon-shame-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/03/25-years-of-scottish-salmon-shame-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/03/25-years-of-scottish-salmon-shame-.html


In view of decades of negative media exposure, weight of scientific evidence against the 

environmental impacts of salmon farming and photographic evidence of welfare abuse on 

Scottish salmon farms, it beggars belief that the Norwegian Government Pension Fund would 

seriously consider buying shares in salmon farming companies operating in Scotland as 

"responsible and ethical investments".     

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/01/scottish-salmon-farming-101.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder---chemically-embalmed-scottish-salmon-dec-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder---chemically-embalmed-scottish-salmon-dec-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/topics/the-economy/the-government-pension-fund/responsible-investments/id446948/
https://www.dagsavisen.no/nyheter/innenriks/folketrygdfondet-gikk-31-5-milliarder-kroner-i-minus-i-forste-kvartal-1.1709358
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/dep/fin/about-the-ministry/minister-of-finance-jan-tore-sanner/id2687614/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/03/follow-the-salmoney-the-norwegian-tobacco-billionaire-behind-the-neonicotinoid-imidacloprid-.html


Deaf, Dumb & Blind to Ongoing Environmental & Welfare Concerns:  

 

Instead of buying up more shares in companies such as Bakkafrost (owner of The Scottish 

Salmon Company - perhaps the worst salmon farming operator in Scotland), surely the 

Norwegian Government should perform due diligence in their investment portfolio?    

 

 
 

Folketrygdfondet has the power to force change via Mowi for example.   

 

 

https://salmonbusiness.com/the-norwegian-governments-pension-fund-buys-more-shares-in-bakkafrost-now-holds-over-ten-per-cent/
https://www.folketrygdfondet.no/governing-bodies/category556.html
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1327260781885403136


Why doesn't the Norwegian Government utilise their increased shareholding in Mowi to end  

environmental and welfare abuse in Scotland?   

 

 
 

 

The Norwegian Government's increased shareholding in Grieg Seafood has certainly not 

reaped the financial rewards in Scotland with Grieg announcing earlier this month it was 

pulling out due to losses of NOK 150 million.    

 

 
 

https://finansavisen.no/nyheter/sjomat/2020/10/14/7577033/folketrygdfondet-har-kjopt-seg-opp-til-10-prosent-i-mowi
https://www.intrafish.no/finans/folketrygdfondet-over-5-prosent-i-grieg-seafood/2-1-720316
https://thefishsite.com/articles/grieg-set-sell-all-its-scottish-salmon-farms
https://thefishsite.com/articles/grieg-set-sell-all-its-scottish-salmon-farms
https://finansavisen.no/nyheter/sjomat/2020/10/14/7577033/folketrygdfondet-har-kjopt-seg-opp-til-10-prosent-i-mowi
https://www.intrafish.no/finans/folketrygdfondet-over-5-prosent-i-grieg-seafood/2-1-720316


What actions has the Norwegian Government taken to improve environmental and welfare 

performance in Scottish Sea Farms since it increased their shareholding in Leroy in 2018? 

 

  

And what pressure has the Norwegian Government applied to Scottish Sea Farms since it 

increased their shareholding in SalMar in 2009? 

 

 
 

Folketrygdfondet's significant shareholdings in Mowi, Bakkafrost, Grieg Seafood, Leroy, 

SalMar and Austevoll Seafood should be used to exert positive influence on salmon welfare 

rather than exacerbate problems.   

 

 

https://www.intrafish.no/finans/folketrygdfondet-over-5-prosent-i-leroy/2-1-318124
https://e24.no/boers-og-finans/i/vQr4j4/folketrygdfondet-flagger-i-salmar
https://m.ftf.no/getfile.php/133413-1586253173/Download%20centre/Ownership%20reports/Ownership%20report%202019.pdf
https://m.ftf.no/getfile.php/133413-1586253173/Download%20centre/Ownership%20reports/Ownership%20report%202019.pdf
https://e24.no/boers-og-finans/i/vQr4j4/folketrygdfondet-flagger-i-salmar
https://m.ftf.no/getfile.php/133413-1586253173/Download%20centre/Ownership%20reports/Ownership%20report%202019.pdf


"The State is loaded with shares in Lerøy Seafood Group, SalMar, Marine Harvest and Grieg 

Seafood," reported Hitra-Froya in 2017.   

 

 

 
 

"The fish-hungry Folketrygdfondet is a state-owned company that manages the Government 

Pension Fund Norway," concluded the 2017 article.  "Fish, and especially salmon, are 

obviously high on the list for attractive investment objects. As if that were not enough, the 

Government Pension Fund Global, also known as the Oil Fund, has acquired itself to become 

the third largest owner in the Australian fish farming company Huon Aquaculture." 

 

Scottish Salmon Watch simply does not believe that all Norwegians have the appetite to 

reach for more 'ethical' investments in salmon farming companies.   

 

 

https://www.hitra-froya.no/havbruk/2017/03/14/Folketrygdfondet-nest-st%C3%B8rste-eier-i-de-fire-st%C3%B8rste-b%C3%B8rsoppdretterne-14442971.ece
https://www.hitra-froya.no/havbruk/2017/03/14/Folketrygdfondet-nest-st%C3%B8rste-eier-i-de-fire-st%C3%B8rste-b%C3%B8rsoppdretterne-14442971.ece
https://www.hitra-froya.no/havbruk/2017/03/14/Folketrygdfondet-nest-st%C3%B8rste-eier-i-de-fire-st%C3%B8rste-b%C3%B8rsoppdretterne-14442971.ece
https://www.hitra-froya.no/havbruk/2017/03/14/Folketrygdfondet-nest-st%C3%B8rste-eier-i-de-fire-st%C3%B8rste-b%C3%B8rsoppdretterne-14442971.ece
https://scottishscamon.co.uk/news


In view of the horrors lurking on salmon farms in Scotland it is not surprising that 

Norwegian-owned companies have attempted to bury damning evidence and hire lawyers to 

attempt to prevent disclosure of 'commercially damaging' photos and video footage.   

 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/media-backgrounder-the-welfare-nightmare-of-scottish-salmon-.html
https://theferret.scot/salmon-firms-diseased-fish-photos/
https://theferret.scot/salmon-firms-diseased-fish-photos/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/09/mowis-legal-threat-over-filming-at-proposed-toxic-neonicotinoid-site-in-loch-ailort-.html
https://scottishscamon.co.uk/news
https://scottishscamon.co.uk/news


Scottish Salmon Watch cannot fathom how the Norwegian Government's 'Ethical' Pension 

Fund can financially support such toxic investments in 'Scottish' salmon. 

 

 
 

 

https://www.regjeringen.no/en/topics/the-economy/the-government-pension-fund/responsible-investments/id446948/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/topics/the-economy/the-government-pension-fund/responsible-investments/id446948/
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1328689685984632834
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1316459474866106368


The close relationship between the salmon farming industry and the Norwegian Government 

is well known - no more than in the older sister of Norway's Prime Minister Erna Solberg 

working for Marine Harvest for 30 years before she retired as COO in 2018.   

 

 
 

 

 

https://e24.no/karriere-og-ledelse/i/2GVy84/marine-harvest-direktoer-slutter-etter-30-aar-i-selskapet
https://e24.no/karriere-og-ledelse/i/2GVy84/marine-harvest-direktoer-slutter-etter-30-aar-i-selskapet
https://www.aftenposten.no/norge/politikk/i/2GwLKx/unge-hoeyre-og-medlem-av-hoeyres-valgkomite-vil-vrake-jan-tore-sanner


The rhetoric of Folketrygdfondet's "environmental, social and corporate governance" is not 

matched by the reality of ongoing lice problems, welfare abuse, infectious diseases and 

ecological impacts.  Folketrygdfondet wrote in December 2015: 
  

 

https://medium.com/@Folketrygdfondet1967/environmental-social-and-corporate-governance-not-just-about-acting-responsibly-and-ethically-6fa4d59dab71
https://medium.com/@Folketrygdfondet1967/environmental-social-and-corporate-governance-not-just-about-acting-responsibly-and-ethically-6fa4d59dab71
https://medium.com/@Folketrygdfondet1967/environmental-social-and-corporate-governance-not-just-about-acting-responsibly-and-ethically-6fa4d59dab71


Scottish Salmon Watch has trawled through the Government Pension Fund's 'Annual Reports 

to the Storting' but we struggle to find reference to salmon farming: 

 

Meld. St. 32 (2019-2020) The Goverment Pension Fund 2020 

Meld. St. 20 (2018-2019) The Government Pension Fund 2019 

Meld. St. 13 (2017-2018) The Government Pension Fund 2018 

Meld. St. 26 (2016-2017) Management of the Government Pension Fund in 2016 

Meld. St. 23 (2015-2016) The management of the Government Pension Fund in 2015 

Meld. St. 21 (2014-2015) The management of the Government Pension Fund in 2014 

Meld. St. 19 (2013–2014) The Management of the Government Pension Fund in 2013 

Meld. St. 27 (2012–2013) The Management of the Government Pension Fund in 2012 

Meld. St. 17 (2011–2012) The Management of the Government Pension Fund in 2011 

Meld. St. 15 (2010–2011) The Management of the Government Pension Fund in 2010 

Meld. St. 10 (2009–2010) The Management of the Government Pension Fund in 2009 

Meld. St. 20 (2008–2009) The Management of the Government Pension Fund in 2008 

Meld. St. 16 (2007–2008) The Management of the Government Pension Fund in 2007 

Meld. St. 24 (2006–2007) The Management of the Government Pension Fund in 2006 

  

The 2016 Report to the Storting is the last report to even cite 'salmon' but only in relation to 

higher prices boosting returns on equity investments.   

 

 
 

If "transparency is a prerequisite for ensuring widespread confidence in the management of 

the Government Pension Fund" (as claimed on your web-site), why is the Storting not 

informed about the Ministry of Finance's unethical and irresponsible investments in salmon 

farming companies via Folketrygdfondet? 

 

Folketrygdfondet's 'Ownership Report' in 2019 included brief reference to salmon: 

 

 

https://www.regjeringen.no/en/topics/the-economy/the-government-pension-fund/arlig-melding-til-stortinget/id2357436/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/topics/the-economy/the-government-pension-fund/arlig-melding-til-stortinget/id2357436/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/dokumenter/meld.-st.-32-20192020/id2741487/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/dokumenter/meld.-st.-20-20182019/id2639311/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/dokumenter/meld.-st.-13-20172018/id2596754/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/dokumenter/meld.-st.-26-20162017/id2545354/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/dokumenter/meld.-st.-23-20152016/id2481800/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/dokumenter/meld.-st.-21-20142015/id2405360/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/dokumenter/meld.-st.-19-2013-2014/id754743/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/dokumenter/meld.-st.-27-2012-2013/id721780/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/dokumenter/meld.-st.-17-20112012/id676409/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/dokumenter/meld.-st.-15-20102011/id639721/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/dokumenter/report-no.-10-2009-2010/id599137/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/dokumenter/report-no.-20-to-the-storting-2008-2009/id553201/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/dokumenter/report-no.-16-to-the-storting-2007-2008/id505748/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/dokumenter/report-no.-24-to-the-storting-2006-2007/id462723/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/dokumenter/meld.-st.-26-20162017/id2545354/?ch=1
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/topics/the-economy/the-government-pension-fund/arlig-melding-til-stortinget/id2357436/
https://m.ftf.no/getfile.php/133413-1586253173/Download%20centre/Ownership%20reports/Ownership%20report%202019.pdf
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/dokumenter/meld.-st.-26-20162017/id2545354/?ch=1


 
 

There was no reference to 'salmon' in the 2018 or 2017 'Ownership Reports' but 

Folketrygdfondet's 'Ownership Report' in 2016 included: 

 

 

 

https://www.folketrygdfondet.no/getfile.php/132669-1495538600/Download%20centre/Ownership%20reports/Ownership%20report%202016.pdf
https://m.ftf.no/getfile.php/133413-1586253173/Download%20centre/Ownership%20reports/Ownership%20report%202019.pdf
https://www.folketrygdfondet.no/getfile.php/132669-1495538600/Download%20centre/Ownership%20reports/Ownership%20report%202016.pdf
https://www.folketrygdfondet.no/getfile.php/132669-1495538600/Download%20centre/Ownership%20reports/Ownership%20report%202016.pdf


Folketrygdfondet's 'Ownership Report' in 2011 included: 

 

 
 

Folketrygdfondet's 'Ownership Report' in 2012 referred to "environmental challenges" facing 

the aquaculture industry but claimed that "it is our experience that the companies are taking 

the issues seriously, and we observe that measures are being taken": 

 

 

 

https://www.folketrygdfondet.no/getfile.php/13941-1395745728/Download%20centre/Ownership%20reports/Ownership%20report%202011.pdf
https://www.folketrygdfondet.no/getfile.php/13944-1395745705/Download%20centre/Ownership%20reports/Ownership%20report%202012.pdf


Folketrygdfondet's 2013 report makes no reference to salmon (and the 2015 report is missing) 

but the 'Ownership Report' in 2014 included: 

 

 
 

 

In reading Folketrygdfondet's annual ownership reports which claim to "communicate 

information about our work and our experiences" in 'Responsible Investment', it is hard to 

escape the conclusion that the Norwegian Government's Pension Fund "professional 

investment manager" has fallen asleep at the wheel.    

 

 
 

It seems that over the last decade Folketrygdfondet has engaged in "dialogue" after 

"dialogue" which has paid lip service to lice problems in particular but at the end of the day 

has gone down the road to nowhere.   

https://www.folketrygdfondet.no/responsible-investment/category388.html
https://www.folketrygdfondet.no/getfile.php/131803-1430133029/Download%20centre/Ownership%20reports/Ownership%20report%202014.pdf
https://www.folketrygdfondet.no/responsible-investment/category388.html
https://www.folketrygdfondet.no/responsible-investment/category388.html
https://www.folketrygdfondet.no/about-us/category390.html
https://www.folketrygdfondet.no/about-us/category390.html
https://www.folketrygdfondet.no/getfile.php/131803-1430133029/Download%20centre/Ownership%20reports/Ownership%20report%202014.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GvqFowNzQ0A


A decade ago in 2010 the Pure Salmon Campaign met with Folketrygdfondet's Chief 

Investment Officer Equities (Nils Bastiansen) in Oslo to discuss the spread of diseases and 

parasites, escapes and discharges of wastes.  First Nations leaders protested during the Winter 

Olympics in 2010 with a fast for wild salmon. 

 

 
 

In 2009, the Pure Salmon Campaign also met with Folketrygdfondet and filed a shareholder 

resolution with Marine Harvest calling for a special board committee to review 

environmental practices and how they relate to disease problems.   

 

"In Scotland and Ireland, many of our most iconic stocks of wild sea trout and salmon have 

been very hard-hit within those areas where Norwegian companies own the majority of the 

salmon farms," said Fiona Cameron of the Sea Trout Group in Scotland in 2009.  "All of the 

organizations that have an interest in wild salmonids agree that something must be done 

urgently to reduce the impact of commercial salmon farming." 

 

 
 

https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases-and-statements/2010/02/16/pure-salmon-campaign-canadian-first-nations-leaders-urge-norway-to-protect-british-columbias-wild-salmon-other-iconic-wildlife
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/02/olympic-flashback-2010-norways-cold-shoulder-to-wild-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/02/olympic-flashback-2010-norways-cold-shoulder-to-wild-salmon-.html
https://thefishsite.com/articles/pure-salmon-calls-for-marine-harvest-eco-reform
https://thefishsite.com/articles/pure-salmon-calls-for-marine-harvest-eco-reform
https://www.aquafeed.com/af-article/2923/Pure-Salmon-Campaign-urges-King-of-Norway-to-protect-Canadas-wild-salmon/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/02/olympic-flashback-2010-norways-cold-shoulder-to-wild-salmon-.html
http://pub.tv2.no/multimedia/TV2/archive/00784/TEMPKingNorwayLette_784585a.pdf


The Pure Salmon Campaign delivered a letter to the King of Norway in 2009 (featured on 

NRK) calling on Norwegian companies to protect wild fish from sea lice, mass escapes and 

diseases. 

 

 
 

In 2008, the Pure Salmon Campaign screened a short film - "Dear Marine Harvest" - asking 

shareholders (including Folketrygdfondet) to stop killing spreading sea lice.   

 

 
 

http://pub.tv2.no/multimedia/TV2/archive/00784/TEMPKingNorwayLette_784585a.pdf
https://www.nrk.no/trondelag/overleverte-protestbrev-til-kongen-1.6736705
https://www.nrk.no/trondelag/overleverte-protestbrev-til-kongen-1.6736705
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7eC3Y2mUK98
https://www.nrk.no/trondelag/overleverte-protestbrev-til-kongen-1.6736705
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7eC3Y2mUK98


In 2007, the Pure Salmon Campaign met with Norwegian Government officials to discuss 

how Norwegian-owned companies were causing social and environmental impacts around the 

world.    

 
 

During the Pure Salmon Campaign's visits to Norway - as shareholders in Marine Harvest, 

Fjord Seafood, Pan Fish and Cermaq - between 2005 and 2011 we raised serious concerns 

with Norwegian Government officials, financial analysts, shareholders and directors 

(including Cecilie Fredriksen).  The fact that those same concerns are being voiced a decade 

later shows how Folketrygdfondet's "dialogue" with salmon farming companies has failed 

abysmally.   

 

 
 

  

https://www.intrafish.com/news/update-cermaq-votes-down-pure-salmon-proposal/1-1-545579
https://www.dagbladet.no/nyheter/setter-sin-lit-til-cecilie-fredriksen/64946500
http://pub.tv2.no/multimedia/TV2/archive/00784/TEMPKingNorwayLette_784585a.pdf


Over a decade ago, Folketrygdfondet and the Norwegian Government were briefed on the 

significant environmental problems in Scottish salmon farming.  A dossier - "Scottish Farmed 

Salmon Exposed" - named and shamed Norwegian companies causing environmental 

pollution in Scotland.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

As with the data collated currently via 'Scotland's Aquaculture',  Marine Harvest was the 

biggest polluter.   

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/scottish-farmed-salmon-exposed-presentation-thru-2007.pdf
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/scottish-farmed-salmon-exposed-presentation-thru-2007.pdf
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/data.aspx
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/convicted-criminal-blog.pdf
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/scottish-farmed-salmon-exposed-presentation-thru-2007.pdf
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/scottish-farmed-salmon-exposed-presentation-thru-2007.pdf


 

 

 
 

In 2019, Marine Harvest changed their name to Mowi with their CEO admitting it carried 

with it "negative consumer perception".   

 

 

https://www.intrafish.com/marketplace/negative-perception-of-marine-harvest-behind-switch-to-mowi/2-1-559988
https://www.intrafish.com/marketplace/negative-perception-of-marine-harvest-behind-switch-to-mowi/2-1-559988
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/scottish-farmed-salmon-exposed-presentation-thru-2007.pdf
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/scottish-farmed-salmon-exposed-presentation-thru-2007.pdf
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/scottish-farmed-salmon-exposed-presentation-thru-2007.pdf
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/scottish-farmed-salmon-exposed-presentation-thru-2007.pdf
https://www.intrafish.com/marketplace/negative-perception-of-marine-harvest-behind-switch-to-mowi/2-1-559988


The company - supported by the Norwegian Government via Folketrygdfondet's shareholding 

and supported by the Canadian Government via the CPP Investment Board's shareholding - is 

considered such a toxic investment that the Mowinckel family (who gave their name to Mowi 

via salmon farming pioneer Thor Mowinckel in the 1960s) filed a resolution against the use 

of their name in 2018.   

 

 

https://mowi.com/investors/share-and-bond/shareholder-analysis/
https://mowi.com/investors/share-and-bond/shareholder-analysis/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-say-no-way-to-mowi-30-nov-2018.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-say-no-way-to-mowi-30-nov-2018.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/12/we-think-its-completely-wrong-that-the-mowi-name-will-be-associated-with-the-kind-of-farming-that-ma.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/12/we-think-its-completely-wrong-that-the-mowi-name-will-be-associated-with-the-kind-of-farming-that-ma.html
https://www.dn.no/havbruk/marine-harvest/fiske/oppdrett/-vi-synes-det-blir-helt-feil-at-mowi-navnet-skal-assosieres-med-den-form-for-oppdrett-som-marine-harvest-driver/2-1-492204
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/12/we-think-its-completely-wrong-that-the-mowi-name-will-be-associated-with-the-kind-of-farming-that-ma.html


Marine Harvest may have changed their name to Mowi but it is the same issues - lice 

infestation, infectious diseases, mass escapes, mass mortalities, waste pollution and chemical 

contamination - which Folketrygdfondet is attempting to explain away today.   In 2009 a 

short film - "Farmed Salmon Exposed" -  was shared with Folketrygdfondet, the Norwegian 

Government, financial investors and shareholders in Norwegian salmon farming companies.   

 

 
 

 
 

Norwegian salmon farming companies "are leaving a trail of environmental, socio-economic 

and cultural problems around the world," argued film-maker Damien Gillis.  "All of these 

issues have led to an undeniable tipping point and the pressure is now on the industry to 

either continue repeating the same mistakes of the past or chart a new course to a more 

sustainable future," added Gillis. 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/12/we-think-its-completely-wrong-that-the-mowi-name-will-be-associated-with-the-kind-of-farming-that-ma.html
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL1A48271712971C80
https://www.seafoodsource.com/news/environment-sustainability/film-attacks-norway-s-farmed-salmon-industry
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL1A48271712971C80
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL1A48271712971C80


A decade later in June 2019, Folketrygdfondet's Senior Analyst - Responsible Investments 

(Annie Bergasel) was thanked for sharing insights and expertise for an ESG report on risks 

and opportunities in aquaculture.   Bakkafrost (The Scottish Salmon Company), Mowi, Leroy 

(co-owner of Scottish Sea Farms), Austevoll Seafood (largest shareholder in Leroy), SalMar 

(co-owner of Scottish Sea Farms) and Grieg Seafood are all listed in the Top 30 seafood 

companies.  

 
 

The FAIRR report (June 2019) detailed "regulatory risks", potential "fraudulent activity", 

mass escapes, environmental pollution and welfare problems still affecting Scottish salmon 

farming: 

 

 

https://cdn.fairr.org/2019/06/30101629/FAIRR_Shallow-returns_final_5-June_191-1.pdf
https://cdn.fairr.org/2019/06/30101629/FAIRR_Shallow-returns_final_5-June_191-1.pdf
https://cdn.fairr.org/2019/06/30101629/FAIRR_Shallow-returns_final_5-June_191-1.pdf
https://cdn.fairr.org/2019/06/30101629/FAIRR_Shallow-returns_final_5-June_191-1.pdf
https://cdn.fairr.org/2019/06/30101629/FAIRR_Shallow-returns_final_5-June_191-1.pdf


 

 
 

 

https://cdn.fairr.org/2019/06/30101629/FAIRR_Shallow-returns_final_5-June_191-1.pdf
https://cdn.fairr.org/2019/06/30101629/FAIRR_Shallow-returns_final_5-June_191-1.pdf


"Most companies assessed do not have a welfare policy in place," stated the FAIRR report 

(June 2019).  "The top performers in 2018 (Grieg Seafood, Bakkafrost, Mowi and Leroy 

Seafood Group) primarily focus on fish health rather than welfare indicators in their welfare 

policies."  

 

 

 
 

The FAIRR report also included:  

 

 
 

https://cdn.fairr.org/2019/06/30101629/FAIRR_Shallow-returns_final_5-June_191-1.pdf
https://cdn.fairr.org/2019/06/30101629/FAIRR_Shallow-returns_final_5-June_191-1.pdf
https://cdn.fairr.org/2019/06/30101629/FAIRR_Shallow-returns_final_5-June_191-1.pdf
https://cdn.fairr.org/2019/06/30101629/FAIRR_Shallow-returns_final_5-June_191-1.pdf
https://cdn.fairr.org/2019/06/30101629/FAIRR_Shallow-returns_final_5-June_191-1.pdf


 
 

 
 

In view of the environmental impacts of salmon farming in Scotland and ongoing welfare 

abuse on Scottish salmon farms why is the Norwegian Government continue to invest in 

salmon farming companies operating in Scotland?   Surely the "reputational risk" is too 

great? 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/107588.aspx
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/media-backgrounder-the-welfare-nightmare-of-scottish-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/media-backgrounder-the-welfare-nightmare-of-scottish-salmon-.html
https://cdn.fairr.org/2019/06/30101629/FAIRR_Shallow-returns_final_5-June_191-1.pdf
https://cdn.fairr.org/2019/06/30101629/FAIRR_Shallow-returns_final_5-June_191-1.pdf


You don't need to be a financial analyst to conclude that the financial and reputational risk of 

investing in salmon farming in Scotland is both uneconomic and unethical.  Intrafish reported 

last week (20 November 2020): 

 

 
 

Grieg Seafood, in particular, is dead in the water in Scotland with disease decimating profits. 

 

 

https://www.intrafish.com/finance/heres-how-much-salmon-farming-giants-earned-for-every-kilo-they-produced-in-the-third-quarter/2-1-914349
https://www.intrafish.com/finance/heres-how-much-salmon-farming-giants-earned-for-every-kilo-they-produced-in-the-third-quarter/2-1-914349
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/griegs-exit-strategy-for-disease-ridden-scottish-operations.html
https://www.intrafish.com/finance/heres-how-much-salmon-farming-giants-earned-for-every-kilo-they-produced-in-the-third-quarter/2-1-914349
https://www.intrafish.com/salmon/grieg-seafood-shares-slip-further-after-shetland-operations-sale-announcement/2-1-914185


To track the Norwegian Government's investments and monitor the performance of Mowi, 

Grieg Seafood, Scottish Sea Farms and The Scottish Salmon Company in particular you 

would be advised to follow Inside Scottish Salmon Feedlots on Facebook.  Sadly, this is 

currently the ugly face of Norwegian-owned salmon farming in Scotland.   

 

 
 

And just this week Viva launched a new campaign against Scottish salmon farming: 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/issf.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=external&v=859402434870400
https://viva.org.uk/animals/campaigns/investigation-scottish-salmon/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=external&v=859402434870400
https://viva.org.uk/animals/campaigns/investigation-scottish-salmon/


In conclusion, Scottish Salmon Watch urges the Norwegian Government to divest from ALL 

its investments in Scottish salmon farming.  We believe that Mowi, Grieg Seafood, Scottish 

Sea Farms (Leroy & SalMar) and The Scottish Salmon Company (via Bakkafrost) are 

companies associated with "severe environmental damage" and "serious violations of 

fundamental ethical norms" (with "gross corruption" currently the subject of an ongoing 

European Union anti-cartel investigation and various price-fixing lawsuits in the United 

States and in Canada).   Consequently, we argue that the criteria for exclusion of such 

companies from the Norwegian Government's Pension Fund via the 'Ethical Guidelines' 

(Section 3) has been fulfilled.   

 

 
 

 

In the spirit of transparency, Folketrygdfondet, the Council on Ethics and other Norwegian 

Government ministers are copied into this letter.  Please also find enclosed below previous 

correspondence with Folketrygdfondet (see Appendix).   If you have any questions please do 

not hesitate to get in touch - Scottish Salmon Watch would be only too happy to brief you 

more fully in person or via Zoom.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Don Staniford 

 

Director, Scottish Salmon Watch  

 

Cc:  

Folketrygdfondet 

Council on Ethics 

Norwegian Minister of Climate and Environment (Sveinung Rotevatn)  

Norwegian Minister of Fisheries and Seafood (Odd Emil Ingebrigtsen) 

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2019/feb/20/eu-raids-salmon-farmers-in-scotland-in-price-fixing-inquiry
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2019/feb/20/eu-raids-salmon-farmers-in-scotland-in-price-fixing-inquiry
https://mlexmarketinsight.com/insights-center/editors-picks/area-of-expertise/antitrust/salmon-price-fixing-lawsuit-continues-as-plaintiffs-get-opportunity-to-peruse-eu-doj-documents
https://mlexmarketinsight.com/insights-center/editors-picks/area-of-expertise/antitrust/salmon-price-fixing-lawsuit-continues-as-plaintiffs-get-opportunity-to-peruse-eu-doj-documents
https://www.ctvnews.ca/business/canadian-class-action-seeks-500-million-over-alleged-salmon-market-price-fixing-1.4770190
https://nettsteder.regjeringen.no/etikkradet3/files/2019/12/guidelines-for-observation-and-exclusion-from-the-gpfg-01.09.2019.pdf
https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/about-us
https://www.folketrygdfondet.no/management-and-staff/category394.html
https://etikkradet.no/members/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/dep/kld/id668/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/dep/kld/organisation/minister-of-climate-and-environment-sveinung-rotevatn/id2687506/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/dep/nfd/id709/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/dep/nfd/organisation/minister-of-fisheries-and-seafood-odd-emil-ingebrigtsen/id2693439/
https://scottishscamon.co.uk/news
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/ongoing-welfare-abuse-unnecessary-suffering-on-salmon-farms-why-no-prosecutions-.html


Appendix: 

 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Fri, Nov 13, 2020 at 12:02 PM 

Subject: The Scottish Salmon Company 

To: <folketrygdfondet@ftf.no> 

Cc: <marika.burvald@ftf.no> 

 

FAO: Ann Kristin Brautaset and Annie Bersagel 

  

Re. your recent article: https://nordsip.com/2020/04/24/salmon-farming-active-management-

engagement-the-norwegian-way/ 

  

Would it be possible for you to "stay vigilant" on The Scottish Salmon Company? 

  

As the largest shareholder in Bakkafrost surely Folketrygdfondet must ensure that their 

investments are ethical and environmental? 

  

Scottish Salmon Watch would like to brief you on ongoing welfare abuse, disease problems 

and mass mortalities at The Scottish Salmon Company (your investments in Mowi, Leroy, 

SalMar and Grieg Seafood have similar problems). 

  

Aftenposten reported in 2006: 

http://friendsofwildsalmon.ca/news/article/fritt_ord_drops_pan_fish_stake  

 

 
 

  

https://nordsip.com/2020/04/24/salmon-farming-active-management-engagement-the-norwegian-way/
https://nordsip.com/2020/04/24/salmon-farming-active-management-engagement-the-norwegian-way/
http://friendsofwildsalmon.ca/news/article/fritt_ord_drops_pan_fish_stake
http://friendsofwildsalmon.ca/news/article/fritt_ord_drops_pan_fish_stake


Scottish Salmon Watch believes that Folketrygdfondet's investment in salmon farming in 

Scotland is bringing the Norwegian Government's Pension Fund into disrepute and asks you 

to divest from The Scottish Salmon Company. 

  

At the very least, Scottish Salmon Watch encourages Folketrygdfondet to investigate ongoing 

problems at The Scottish Salmon Company.   

  

Updated information is published regularly by the Scottish Government and video footage 

inside salmon farms has shown ongoing welfare abuse.  

  

Scottish Salmon Watch would be only too happy to update you via Zoom.  

  

Read more via: 

  

The Norwegian, Faroese, Swedish, Ukrainian & Swiss Salmoney Behind the 'Scottish' 

Salmon Company  

  

Over 5 Million 'Scottish' Salmon Mortalities Sponsored by Investors from Norway, the 

Faroes etc! 

  

   

Yours sincerely, 

  

  

Don Staniford 

  

Director, Scottish Salmon Watch 

From: Marika Burvald <Marika.Burvald@ftf.no> 

Date: Mon, Nov 16, 2020 at 2:07 PM 

Subject: RE: The Scottish Salmon Company 

To: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Cc: Arkiv <arkiv@ftf.no> 

 

Dear Mr Staniford 

 

Thank you for your questions and for offering to share your views on The Scottish Salmon 

Company. Please do so by e-mail to me and I will be happy to forward it to my colleagues for 

their information. As you might know, as a large owner Folketrygdfondet cannot comment on 

individual companies. 

 

You also sent a separate question on why Folketrygdfondet's shareholding in Bakkafrost is 

registered in Sweden, not Norway. I am afraid I do not know the reason for this, and the 

question should rather be directed to the company. 

 

Kind regards 

 

Marika Burvald 

 

Communications Manager, Folketrygdfondet 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/the-norwegian-faroese-salmoney-behind-the-scottish-salmon-company-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/the-norwegian-faroese-salmoney-behind-the-scottish-salmon-company-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/scottish-salmon-companies-haemorrhaging-s-due-to-disease-mortalities.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/scottish-salmon-companies-haemorrhaging-s-due-to-disease-mortalities.html


From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Mon, Nov 16, 2020 at 4:04 PM 

Subject: Re: The Scottish Salmon Company 

To: Marika Burvald <Marika.Burvald@ftf.no> 

Cc: Arkiv <arkiv@ftf.no> 

 

Simple questions then: 

  

Why does the Norwegian Government Pension Fund support welfare abuse, mass mortalities 

and infectious diseases via their shareholding in The Scottish Salmon Company? 

  

Details via: Over 5 Million Dead 'Scottish' Salmon Since 2017 - Sponsored by Investors from 

Norway, the Faroes etc! 

  

More via: 

  

The Camera Never Lies About Scottish Salmon!  

  

"No Unauthorised Access - Keep 15m Away" warn Scottish Salmon Company. Nothing to 

See Here (Honest)! 

  

The Severely Damaged Scottish Salmon Company - For Sale Now! 

  

Maaey day for the Scottish Salmon Company 

  

  

Similarly, via the Norwegian Government Pension Fund's shareholdings in Mowi, Grieg 

Seafood and Leroy/SalMar (joint owners of Scottish Sea Farms) why are you condoning 

welfare abuse and environmental problems? 

  

Details via: Video Exposes Welfare Abuse at RSPCA Assured salmon farm sourced by M&S 

'Lochmuir'  

  

More photographic evidence via: Photo Dossier of Diseased, Deformed & Abused Scottish 

Salmon 

  

More video footage via: 

  

Video Nasties - Disease-Ridden Scottish Salmon & Toxic Soup!  

  

Secret Filming Lifts Lid on Sickening Scottish Salmon 

  

  

Finally, Scottish Salmon Watch asks for a copy of any 'ethical guidelines' which may detail 

welfare and environmental responsibilities via investments of the Norwegian Government's 

Pension Fund: https://www.regjeringen.no/en/topics/the-economy/the-government-pension-

fund/responsible-investments/id446948/ 

  

Has welfare abuse and environmental problems in salmon farming companies invested in by 

the Norwegian Government's Pension Fund been reported to the Storting via annual reporting 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/scottish-salmon-companies-haemorrhaging-s-due-to-disease-mortalities.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/scottish-salmon-companies-haemorrhaging-s-due-to-disease-mortalities.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/the-camera-never-lies-about-scottish-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/no-unauthorised-access-warns-scottish-salmon-biosecure.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/no-unauthorised-access-warns-scottish-salmon-biosecure.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/the-damaged-scottish-salmon-company-for-sale-now.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/10/maaey-day-for-the-scottish-salmon-company-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/in-july-2020-scottish-salmon-watch-filmed-inside-salmon-cages-at-the-scottish-salmon-company-in-loch-striven.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/in-july-2020-scottish-salmon-watch-filmed-inside-salmon-cages-at-the-scottish-salmon-company-in-loch-striven.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/07/video-nasties-mortalities-toxic-salmon-soup-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/08/secret-filming-lifts-lid-on-sickening-scottish-salmon-.html
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/topics/the-economy/the-government-pension-fund/responsible-investments/id446948/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/topics/the-economy/the-government-pension-fund/responsible-investments/id446948/


(https://www.regjeringen.no/en/topics/the-economy/the-government-pension-fund/arlig-

melding-til-stortinget/id2357436/)? 

  

Scottish Salmon Watch is sceptical that any investment in salmon farming can ever be truly 

'ethical' and is concerned that the Chair of the Council of Ethics (Johan Andresen) has a 

vested interest in Grieg Seafood (via his shareholding in Ferd), Leroy (via his shareholding in 

Leroy - co-owner of Scottish Sea Farms) and the use of the toxic neonicotinoid insecticide 

Imidacloprid (which Mowi and other salmon farming companies want to use in Scotland) via 

Ferd's ownership of Benchmark. 

  

  

Scottish Salmon Watch would be happy to expand upon our concerns via Zoom and/or an in-

person meeting. 

  

Takk, 

  

Don Staniford 

  

Director, Scottish Salmon Watch 
===============================================================================  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please read more via Salmonopoly: How Norway's Salmafia Control 'Scottish' Salmon - 

Follow the Salmoney!, 'Scottish Scamon', Scottish Salmon Watch and Green Around the 

Gills.   

 

 

https://www.regjeringen.no/en/topics/the-economy/the-government-pension-fund/arlig-melding-til-stortinget/id2357436/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/topics/the-economy/the-government-pension-fund/arlig-melding-til-stortinget/id2357436/
https://etikkradet.no/members/
https://www.griegseafood.no/inverstors/shareholders/
https://www.leroyseafood.com/en/investor/stock/largest-shareholders/
https://www.leroyseafood.com/en/investor/stock/largest-shareholders/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/03/follow-the-salmoney-the-norwegian-tobacco-billionaire-behind-the-neonicotinoid-imidacloprid-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/03/follow-the-salmoney-the-norwegian-tobacco-billionaire-behind-the-neonicotinoid-imidacloprid-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/imidacloprid-use-in-scottish-salmon-farming.html
https://www.benchmarkplc.com/investors/significant-shareholders/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/salmonopoly-how-norways-salmafia-control-scottish-salmon-follow-the-salmoney-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/salmonopoly-how-norways-salmafia-control-scottish-salmon-follow-the-salmoney-.html
https://scottishscamon.co.uk/report
https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/
https://twitter.com/buconlabruja/status/1331516866704052226/photo/1

