
 
To: Police Scotland, Scottish Ministers, RSPCA Assured, RSPCA, SSPCA and M&S  

Subject: Prosecution Vs. Illegal Killing of a Seal by Scottish Sea Farms in Orkney? 

Date: 18 June 2023  

 

What action is being taken against Scottish Sea Farms (Norskott Havbruk) for the illegal killing 

of a seal at Wyre salmon farm in Orkney in October 2022? 

 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-disclosure-202200333363---documents-in-scope---redacted-19-may-2023.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-disclosure-202200333363---documents-in-scope---redacted-19-may-2023.pdf


You may have read about the illegal killing of a seal by Scottish Sea Farms at their RSPCA 

Assured Wyre salmon farm in Scapa Flow in Orkney in today’s Sunday National: 

 

 
 

 

The news story is sourced from a damning Freedom of Information disclosure from the Scottish 

Government dated 19 May 2023. 

 

“There was no evidence the animal had been suffering whilst in the seal pen,” wrote the Scottish 

Marine Animal Strandings Scheme in a post mortem report dated 15 November 2022.  “It 

appeared to be feeding well and showed no evidence of stress or disease.  The animal entered the 

net on the 8th October, and euthanasia was made six days later.  It does not appear that SSF 

(Scottish Sea Farms) attempted to seek advice during this time from rescue groups or those 

experienced in seal behaviour and response.  Prior to electing to euthanize this animal it is 

unclear what further attempts were made to enable the seal to leave the pen.  It was not explained 

why a temporary haul out solution could not be securely fixed in the pen in such a way as it 

avoided damage to the pen infrastructure.  There was no video or photographic footage taken of 

the seal in the pen prior to euthanasia which could support the assertion the animal was 

suffering.” 

 

“Based on a review of the available evidence, and discussions with colleagues from SMRU [Sea 

Mammal Research Unit] and the wider marine mammal community, I find it difficult to support 

the conclusion that this animal was suffering to the extent that euthanasia was a proportional and 

justifiable response,” wrote the Scottish Marine Animal Strandings Scheme in an email attaching 

the post mortem report dated 15 November 2022.  “My opinion, there, is the actions followed by 
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Scottish Sea Farms do not fall under the exemptions listed under Section 108 of the Marine 

(Scotland) Act 2010.  It appears that there were several opportunities missed to engage the wider 

marine mammal community in the management of this event.” 

 

“We weren’t contacted by them (Scottish Sea Farms) ahead of the decision to shoot” wrote a 

Scottish Government official [name redacted] in Marine Conservation in October 2022.  

 

 

 
 

Scottish Sea Farms is joint owned by the Norwegian companies SalMar and Leroy and is called 

Norskott Havbruk – which has traded under the name Scottish Sea Farms since 2001 – with the 

head vet (Ronnie Soutar) acting as Chairperson of the Scottish SSPCA from his appointment in 

2018 until he stepped down in June 2022.  Scottish Sea Farms (Norskott Havbruk) is certified as 

‘welfare friendly’ via RSPCA Assured and is exclusive Scottish salmon supplier to M&S.   

 

 

 
 

The RSPCA’s latest policy condones the killing of seals by salmon farms even though the killing 

of seals in Scotland became illegal in February 2021.  Trigger-happy Scottish Sea Farms 

(Norskott Havbruk) – a leading member of the trade body Salmon Scotland - is fully aware of 

the illegal nature of seal killing.   
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In 2018, M&S named the Scottish Sea Farms’ team at Wyre in Orkney as its ‘Outstanding 

Producer of the Year’ in the Farming for the Future Awards 2018.  The M&S award cited 

‘Ethics’ and praised the RSPCA Assured Wyre salmon farm for “developing a predator resistant 

containment system which reduced the number of seal attacks”.    

 

 
 

The Wyre salmon farm was only established in 2015 and has already killed multiple seals.  

Scottish Salmon Watch reported in March 2021 on the killing of seals – including two seals 

killed at Wyre in Orkney and at other salmon farms operated by Scottish Sea Farms: 

 

 
 

 

‘Intelligence’ reports collated by the Scottish Government (and disclosed via FOI on 19 May 

2023) detailed nine incidents involving seals found in fish farms between June 2021 and 

November 2022 – including at Wyre in Orkney (Scottish Sea Farms), Sian Bay in Loch Eriboll 

(Scottish Sea Farms), Greanem and Colonsay (Mowi), Lamlash Bay on the Isle of Arran 

(Bakkafrost), Airds Point in Loch Etive (Dawnfresh) and Loch Spelve on the Isle of Mull 

(Scottish Sea Farms): 
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Another document disclosed by the Scottish Government via FOI on 19 May 2023 detailed the 

Marine Scotland Act 2010 Section 107-109: 
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This is not the first time that Scottish Sea Farms – aided and abetted by Scottish Government 

officials – has killed a seal illegally.  In December 2021, a “suitably qualified marksman” killed 

another seal at the same salmon farm at Wyre in Scapa Flow, Orkney, operated by Scottish Sea 

Farms:  
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The Scottish Government claimed that “the dispatch has been carried out for humane reasons in 

line with the regs and that “all due procedures appear to have been followed”: 

 

 

 
 

“There is a provision for alleviating suffering of a seal,” wrote a Scottish Government official 

(name redacted) in December 2021.  “There is quite a high bar to satisfy”: 
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An email in March 2021 from the Scottish Government referred to a provision for public health 

and safety but “there are likely to be very limited circumstances that this provision will apply”.  

“It is considered unlikely that a fish farm could effectively make an argument that seals are 

posing a threat to public safety although this cannot be discounted”: 
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Caroline Cowan of the Scottish Government questioned the legality of seal killing in December 

2021 when she asked: “I thought we couldn’t shoot seals anymore, or is this because it’s a 

welfare issue so we can?”: 
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Mike Palmer, Marine Scotland’s Deputy Director for Marine Planning and Policy, referred to 

“the unavoidable situation of having to shoot the seal for its own welfare”:  

 

 

 
 

 

 

Whilst Scottish Sea Farms opted for the lethal route at Wyre salmon farm in both October 2022 

and December 2021, Grieg Seafood took the trouble – and expense – of transferring the farmed 

salmon stock out of a farm in Shetland at East Papa Little in March 2021 to a wellboat “so that 

the seal could be removed” [note that Grieg Seafood was bought by Scottish Sea Farms in June 

2021]: 
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As Grieg Seafood explained in March 2021: 
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Grieg Seafood explained in an email to the Scottish Government in March 2021 that it dropped 

the net and allowed the seal “to swim free unharmed”: 

 

 
 

 

Grieg emailed earlier in March 2021: 
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An email from the Scottish Government to the Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and Islands 

(Mairi Gougeon) in June 2021 stated – in response to a media inquiry from The Ferret (who 

wrote a news story on the illegal killing of a seal by Scottish Sea Farms in Loch Spelve) - that 

“those found guilty of breaking the new laws could face a maximum penalty of five years’ 

imprisonment, an unlimited fine, or both”: 
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Another email from the Scottish Government in May 2021 detailed the illegal nature of killing 

seals following changes to the law in February 2021 (which brought the killing of seals “in line 

with the most serious wildlife offences):  

 



 

 
 

Download the Scottish Government’s FOI disclosure in full as a PDF online via FOI disclosure 

202200333363 - Documents in Scope - Redacted 19 May 2023 
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Scottish Salmon Watch reported in March 2021: 

 

 
 

The Scottish Marine Animal Strandings Scheme wrote in April 2020 (as reported by Scottish 

Salmon Watch in March 2021): 
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Scottish Salmon Watch reported in March 2021: 
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Scottish Salmon Watch reported in February 2021 how Scottish Sea Farms was the #1 seal killer 

in Scotland: 

 

 
 

The Ferret reported in September 2015: 
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It is painfully clear that trigger-happy Scottish Sea Farms has been killing seals illegally for 

years and has not been following either the letter of the law or the RSPCA’s ‘last resort’ killing: 

 

Here’s the latest RSPCA salmon standards published in February 2021 (which themselves 

contradict the law): 
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Here’s a copy of RSPCA Assured’s seal culling form: 
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In conclusion, $camon $cotland urge the authorities to take immediate action against Scottish 

Sea Farms (Norskott Havbruk) including a prosecution and heavy fine for breaking the law in 

relation to the killing of seals at Wyre salmon farm in Orkney (in both October 2022 and 

December 2021).   

 

In view of the illegal killing of seals it beggars belief that Marks & Spencer continues to source 

exclusively from Scottish Sea Farms and brand the product as “responsibly sourced”.  Moreover, 
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it is a royal scandal and a national disgrace that the RSPCA and RSPCA Assured continue to 

condone the illegal killing of seals by salmon farms.  

 

Further information can be found via: Damning Post Mortem Report Exposes Illegal Killing of 

Seal by M&S supplier 

   

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Don Staniford 

 

Director, $camon $cotland  

  

Cc: 

 

Scottish Marine Animal Stranding Scheme: reports@strandings.org  

Sheila Voas, Chief Veterinary Officer, Scottish Government: sheila.voas@gov.scot  

Mike Palmer, Scottish Government: mike.palmer@gov.scot  

Caroline Cowan, Scottish Government: caroline.cowan@gov.scot  

Malcolm Pentland, Scottish Government: Malcolm.pentland@gov.scot  

Andy Turner, Wildlife Crime Project Officer, Nature Scotland: andy.turner@nature.scot  

Ross Flett, Orkney Seal Rescue: SelkieSave@aol.com  

Chris Sherwood, Chairman, RSPCA: executive@rspca.org.uk  

Chris Packham, President, RSPCA: executive@rspca.org.uk  

Emma Slawinski, Director of policy, prevention and campaigns, RSPCA: 

emma.slawinski@rspca.org.uk  

David Thomas, Vice Chair, RSPCA: info@advocates-for-animals.com  

Kirsteen Campbell, Chief Executive, SSPCA: kcampbell@scottishspca.org  

Philip Lymbery, Chief Executive, CIWF: philip@ciwf.org  

Bob Elliot, CEO, OneKind: bob.elliot@onekind.org  
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