
 

RSPCA Assured 

4th floor Parkside, 

Chart Way, 

Horsham, 

West Sussex, 

RH12 1GY 

               6 February 2024  

 

Dear Chief Executive,   

 

Welfare Failures to Protect Salmon from Seal Predation  

 

What actions is RSPCA Assured taking against salmon farm companies for failures to protect 

stock from seal predation?  Video footage published today by The Daily Record raises serious 

concerns over welfare failure breaches: 

 

 
 

The video may be comical but it raises serious issues about salmon farms failing to install proper 

predator nets at RSPCA Assured sites.  This is a clear cut case of welfare abuse and the company 

involved should be fined and the licence revoked.  If salmon farms cannot operate safely and 

https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/gang-seals-caught-camera-gorge-32033886
https://vimeo.com/890214490


responsibly within nursery areas and breeding grounds for seals then the death traps should be 

closed down permanently.  RSPCA Assured should take immediate action.   

 

$camon $cotland believes that salmon farms – by failing to take measures to protect their stock – 

are breaching the Animal Health and Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006; specifically in relation to 

Section 19 (Unnecesary Suffering) and Section 24 (Ensuring Welfare of Animals). 

 

The leaked video shows ‘zombie’ salmon on the surface of the cage with visible seal bites and 

wounds: 

 

 
 

The evidence against RSPCA Assured certification of salmon farms is blindingly obvious.  Case 

reports published by the Scottish Government reveal that farmed salmon are being spooked by 

seals with their welfare unnecessarily compromised by poor net maintenance and inadequate 

security (see Appendix).  Mortality Event Reports reveal that over 900,000 farmed fish have 

been killed by seals since April 2015 with hundreds of thousands more ‘zombie salmon’ 

damaged by seals.   

 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/section/19
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/section/24
https://vimeo.com/890214490/95dd811ba6
https://vimeo.com/890214490/95dd811ba6
https://vimeo.com/890214490/95dd811ba6


There were 179 ‘Mortality Event Reports’ citing seals/predation detailing 909,068 dead farmed 

fish - as published by the Scottish Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate on 7 November 2023 - 

including:  

 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
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https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/


A further twenty ‘Mortality Event Reports’ citing seals/predation did not provide numbers of 

mortalities: 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/


Mortality data published by the Scottish Government on 4 December 2023 detailed 148,386 dead 

salmon at Loch Duart’s operations via 10 ‘Mortality Event Reports’ in October 2023 and early 

November 2023 including 54,432 morts in Loch a Chairn Bhain due to seal predation with 

predator nets now fitted: 

 

 
 

Loch Duart – like every salmon farming company in Scotland (Organic Sea Harvest is now 

RSPCA Assured) – is certified via RSPCA Assured. 

 

Data published by the Scottish Government on 3 January 2024 details 148,114 dead fish via 22 

‘Mortality Event Reports’ reported between October 2023 and mid-December 2023 – including 

the following incidents at Cooke, Loch Duart and Organic Sea Harvest (all RSPCA Assured): 

 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/footprint-high-welfare-food-rspca-assured/scottish-salmon-included-in-rspca-push-for-caterers-to-use-high-welfare-food/1360983
https://organicseaharvest.co.uk/about-us/organic-status.html
https://organicseaharvest.co.uk/about-us/organic-status.html
https://lochduart.com/accreditations/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/


 

 
 

 

The most recent cases reported in 2024 include: 

 

 
 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/


Mortality data published on 8 January 2024 by Salmon Scotland for November 2023 cites 

ongoing predation problems at Loch Duart and Organic Sea Harvest (both certified via RSPCA 

Assured): 

 

 
 

Mortality data for October 2023 – published by Salmon Scotland in December 2023 - cited 

predation problems at Cooke and Organic Sea Harvest.  Data for September 2023 cited predation 

problems for Cooke (15.7% mortality at Carness Bay), Loch Duart and Organic Sea Harvest.  

Data for August 2023 cited predation problems at Scottish Sea Farms (4.5% mortality at 

Foraness), Cooke and Loch Duart.   

 

Data for March 2023 cited predation problems at Scottish Sea Farms (5.9% mortality at Bight of 

Bellister), Organic Sea Harvest and Cooke.  Data for February 2023 cited predation problems at 

Mowi (3.5% mortality at Ornish) and Scottish Sea Farms.   

 

Data for January 2023 cited predation problems at Cooke (5.8% at Quanterness), Mowi, Organic 

Sea Harvest and Scottish Sea Farms.  Data for December 2022 cited predation problems at Mowi 

(5.7% mortality at Ornish), Cooke (9.1% mortality at Quanterness) and Loch Duart (7.6% 

mortality at Loch a Chairn Bhain). 

 

 

Instead of allowing RSPCA Assured salmon farms to systematically allow the slaughter of 

farmed salmon – via inadequate predator control measures – surely RSPCA Assured should 

rescind certification and take action against repeat offenders?   By allowing mass mortalities to 

continue, RSPCA Assured clearly have the blood of millions of farmed salmon on their hands.  

 

The RSPCA’s salmon standards shamefully – and illegally - condone the killing of seals on 

RSPCA Assured salmon farms (even though it was made illegal by the Scottish Government on 

1 February 2021 – the RSPCA mistakenly refer in their standards below to 1 March 2021):   

https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/reports/monthly-mortality-rate-november-2023
https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/reports/monthly-mortality-rate-october-2023
https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/reports/monthly-mortality-rate-september-2023
https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/reports/monthly-mortality-rate-august-2023
https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/reports/monthly-mortality-rate-march-2023
https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/reports/monthly-mortality-rate-march-2023
https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/reports/monthly-mortality-rate-march-2023
https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/reports/monthly-mortality-rate-december-2022
https://science.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/RSPCA%20welfare%20standards%20for%20farmed%20Atlantic%20salmon%20%28PDF%29.pdf/60ae55ee-7e92-78f9-ab71-ffb08c846caa?t=1557668417384
https://archive.ph/CBsWA
https://archive.ph/CBsWA
https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/reports/monthly-mortality-rate-november-2023


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://science.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/RSPCA%20welfare%20standards%20for%20farmed%20Atlantic%20salmon%20(PDF).pdf/60ae55ee-7e92-78f9-ab71-ffb08c846caa?t=1557668417384
https://science.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/RSPCA%20welfare%20standards%20for%20farmed%20Atlantic%20salmon%20(PDF).pdf/60ae55ee-7e92-78f9-ab71-ffb08c846caa?t=1557668417384


The RSPCA’s salmon standards even provide a handy seal-killing reporting form for trigger-

happy salmon farmers to fill in:  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

https://science.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/RSPCA%20welfare%20standards%20for%20farmed%20Atlantic%20salmon%20%28PDF%29.pdf/60ae55ee-7e92-78f9-ab71-ffb08c846caa?t=1557668417384
https://science.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/RSPCA%20welfare%20standards%20for%20farmed%20Atlantic%20salmon%20(PDF).pdf/60ae55ee-7e92-78f9-ab71-ffb08c846caa?t=1557668417384
https://science.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/RSPCA%20welfare%20standards%20for%20farmed%20Atlantic%20salmon%20(PDF).pdf/60ae55ee-7e92-78f9-ab71-ffb08c846caa?t=1557668417384


 

 
 

https://science.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/RSPCA%20welfare%20standards%20for%20farmed%20Atlantic%20salmon%20(PDF).pdf/60ae55ee-7e92-78f9-ab71-ffb08c846caa?t=1557668417384
https://science.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/RSPCA%20welfare%20standards%20for%20farmed%20Atlantic%20salmon%20(PDF).pdf/60ae55ee-7e92-78f9-ab71-ffb08c846caa?t=1557668417384


RSPCA Assured salmon farms which fail to install effective predator nets are an open target to 

seal predation.  This frame from the leaked video shows a seal moving towards the zombie 

salmon (either dead on the surface of the cage or swimming just below the surface of the water): 

 

 
 

 

Why has RSPCA Assured failed to take measures to protect animal welfare and stop thousands 

of ‘zombie’ salmon being eaten alive by seals?  If salmon farms cannot operate safely in seal 

nursery areas – and fail to spend the necessary money to install anti-predator nets – then RSPCA 

Assured must uphold welfare legislation and remove certification.   

 

This video evidence is not the first time that RSPCA Assured welfare abuse of farmed salmon 

has been captured on camera.  The Daily Mail reported in July 2023: 

 

https://vimeo.com/890214490/95dd811ba6
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-12354491/Zombie-salmon-probe-Isle-Skye.html
https://vimeo.com/890214490/95dd811ba6


 
 

 
 

 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-12354491/Zombie-salmon-probe-Isle-Skye.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-12354491/Zombie-salmon-probe-Isle-Skye.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-12354491/Zombie-salmon-probe-Isle-Skye.html


 
 

Metro reported in July 2023: 

 

 
 

The shocking ‘zombie’ salmon video footage at RSPCA Assured Bakkafrost led to criticism in 

October 2023 by RSPCA president Chris Packham.  The Sunday Mail reported (15 October 

2023): 

https://metro.co.uk/2023/07/31/zombie-salmon-prompt-government-investigation-into-scottish-farm-19220268/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/10/sunday-mail-chris-packham-calls-for-scots-salmon-farming-industry-probe-after-zombie-fish-scandal-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/10/sunday-mail-chris-packham-calls-for-scots-salmon-farming-industry-probe-after-zombie-fish-scandal-.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-12354491/Zombie-salmon-probe-Isle-Skye.html
https://metro.co.uk/2023/07/31/zombie-salmon-prompt-government-investigation-into-scottish-farm-19220268/


 
 

Chris Packham told The Sunday Mail:  “Pictures of the so-called zombie salmon are disgusting.  

If I were the RSPCA, I’d be investigating, and reviewing if produce from those farms was 

endorsed with that brand.  If you couldn’t prove it could meet standards of welfare and 

environmental care we require then surely that’s what you do, isn’t it? If we want fishing 

communities to thrive, they need investment – but that shouldn’t be in environmentally 

destructive, inhumane and uneconomic practices.” 

 

The RSPCA’s ‘hypocrisy’ was exposed by George Monbiot in The Guardian in 2018: 

 

 

https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/chris-packham-calls-scots-salmon-31188357
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/sep/19/rspca-seal-charity-fish-farms-seals
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/10/sunday-mail-chris-packham-calls-for-scots-salmon-farming-industry-probe-after-zombie-fish-scandal-.html
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/sep/19/rspca-seal-charity-fish-farms-seals


 

 
 

When will RSPCA Assured start putting animal welfare ahead of the £690,000 it rakes in each 

year from greenwashing Scottish salmon?  The Sunday Mail reported in November 2023:  

 

 

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/rspca-assured-earns-700-000-for-salmon-stamp-of-approval-9hghmrtf8
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/rspca-assured-earns-700-000-for-salmon-stamp-of-approval-9hghmrtf8
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/11/sunday-mail-we-will-kill-off-the-zombie-fish-farms-.html
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/sep/19/rspca-seal-charity-fish-farms-seals
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/11/sunday-mail-we-will-kill-off-the-zombie-fish-farms-.html


Seafood Source reported (8 January 2024): 

 

 

 

https://www.seafoodsource.com/news/aquaculture/rspca-revising-its-farmed-salmon-standard-calls-for-halt-to-industry-expansion
https://www.seafoodsource.com/news/aquaculture/rspca-revising-its-farmed-salmon-standard-calls-for-halt-to-industry-expansion
https://www.seafoodsource.com/news/aquaculture/rspca-revising-its-farmed-salmon-standard-calls-for-halt-to-industry-expansion


$camon $cotland interviewed RSPCA Assured on 31 October 2023 outside your head office in 

Horsham: 

 
 

In view of the latest video evidence – and the mass mortalities piling up at the door of RSPCA 

Assured salmon farms – when will the RSPCA and RSPCA Assured finally pull the plug on 

Scottish salmon? 

 

 
 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Don Staniford 

 

Director, $camon $cotland 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/11/exclusive-interview-with-rspca-assureds-greenwashers-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/10/pull-the-plug-on-rpca-aured-cottish-almon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/10/pull-the-plug-on-rpca-aured-cottish-almon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/11/exclusive-interview-with-rspca-assureds-greenwashers-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/10/pull-the-plug-on-rpca-aured-cottish-almon-.html


Appendix: Scottish Government ‘Case Information’ on Seals 

 

Published by the Fish Health Inspectorate via https://www.gov.scot/collections/publication-

of-fish-health-inspectorate-information/  

 

August 2023 – Organic Sea Harvest (Culnacnoc): 2023-0335 

 

Seal in pen 7 - see CNA sheet for details.  Currently upgrading the seal pro nets specification - 

extending (doubling) panel round the side. Extra patch on lock off area (hang from 5m ropes) 

Seal fence is attached to 2.5m poles (7 or 8ft high) and stitched onto net. When carrying out 

treatments etc. the seal fence is lowered and remains stitched to the net. 

 

During physical inspection of site, a couple of moribunds were observed on each cage. A small 

number of fish were jumping on each cage with the majority of the population shoaling deeper in 

the water column. Some 'whiteheads' were observed – lice damage due to Alphamax treatment 

being delayed. 

 

 
 

 
 

https://www.gov.scot/collections/publication-of-fish-health-inspectorate-information/
https://www.gov.scot/collections/publication-of-fish-health-inspectorate-information/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/august-2023/cases-20230329-20230352/cases-20230329-20230352/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20230329-20230352
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/august-2023/cases-20230329-20230352/cases-20230329-20230352/govscot:document/Cases+20230329-20230352
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/august-2023/cases-20230329-20230352/cases-20230329-20230352/govscot:document/Cases+20230329-20230352


 
 

 
 

 
 

 

July 2023 – Scottish Sea Farms (Linga/Setterness): 2023-0323 

 

Main cause of mortalities has been seal predation. Sinker tubes have been added to nets to help 

maintain tension. Hope to install predator nets for next cycle. Mortalities removed daily by staff 

and monitor fish using cameras in cages. Divers on site monthly to conduct net checks.  

 

 
 

July 2023 – Scottish Sea Farms (Bight of Foraness): 2023-0322 

 

Pen 10 being particularly affected by seal predation - tensioned nets in place, but planning to put 

on predator nets on whole site at next freshwater treatment while fish are on the boat being 

treated.   

 

 
 

May 2023 – Mowi (Rum): 2023-0138 

 

Site has seen a slight increase in seal activity but no damage to nets but will be changing to Seal 

Pro nets prior to next cycle.   

 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/july-2023/cases-20230291-20230347/cases-20230291-20230347/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20230291-20230347.p
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/july-2023/cases-20230291-20230347/cases-20230291-20230347/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20230291-20230347.p
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/may-2023/cases-20230120-20230177/cases-20230120-20230177/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20230120-20230177.pd
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/august-2023/cases-20230329-20230352/cases-20230329-20230352/govscot:document/Cases+20230329-20230352
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/august-2023/cases-20230329-20230352/cases-20230329-20230352/govscot:document/Cases+20230329-20230352
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/august-2023/cases-20230329-20230352/cases-20230329-20230352/govscot:document/Cases+20230329-20230352
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/july-2023/cases-20230291-20230347/cases-20230291-20230347/govscot:document/Cases+20230291-20230347.p
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/july-2023/cases-20230291-20230347/cases-20230291-20230347/govscot:document/Cases+20230291-20230347.p


May 2023 – Mowi (Tabhaigh): 2023-0170 

 

Seal interacions were an issue in December 2022 but since have decreased. Pens most affected 

were pen 9, 10 and 15. A seal was observed in pen 10 on 26/12/2022 during net washing. Bird 

net lifted and seal exited. Netwashing camera showed no holes in the net when checked and 

divers confirmed this on 27/12/2022. Notifications received on 25/05/2023 following 

discussion that this incident should have been reported previously in December 2022. 

 

March 2023 – Loch Duart (Clashnessie Bay): 2023-0046 

 

The fish in cages 2 and 15 are targeted by the local seal population and physical damage was 

evident on these fish. A seal was observed in cage 15 during the inspection. Divers arrived on 

site while inspector was present. No hole was discovered in the net at the time of inspection. An 

enhanced containment inspection was completed while on site. The fish in cage 4 also had some 

physical damage observed, however this was instead attributed to a recent FW treatment, rather 

than seal damage.   

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/may-2023/cases-20230120-20230177/cases-20230120-20230177/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20230120-20230177.pd
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/march-2023/additional-cases-20230046-20230153/additional-cases-20230046-20230153/govscot%3Adocument/Addi
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/march-2023/additional-cases-20230046-20230153/additional-cases-20230046-20230153/govscot:document/Addi
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/march-2023/additional-cases-20230046-20230153/additional-cases-20230046-20230153/govscot:document/Addi
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/march-2023/additional-cases-20230046-20230153/additional-cases-20230046-20230153/govscot:document/Addi
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/march-2023/additional-cases-20230046-20230153/additional-cases-20230046-20230153/govscot:document/Addi


 

February 2023 – Mowi (Camas Glas): 2023-0058 

 

Brand new seal pro nets this year with seal blinds. 

 

 
 

February 2023 – Mowi (Ornish Island): 2023-0084 

 

Most mortality on site is caused by seal predation. Currently moving across to Seal Pro nets 4 

have been installed so far, with more coming. On these cages, seal mortality is considerably 

lower. 

 

 
 

 
 

February 2023 – Kames (Kames Bay West): 2023-0027 

 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/february-2023/additional-case-20230058/additional-case-20230058/govscot%3Adocument/Additional%2BCase%2B2
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/february-2023/additional-cases-20230015-20230084/additional-cases-20230015-20230084/govscot%3Adocument/A
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/february-2023/additional-cases-20230015-20230084/additional-cases-20230015-20230084/govscot%3Adocument/A
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/february-2023/additional-case-20230058/additional-case-20230058/govscot:document/Additional+Case+2
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/february-2023/additional-cases-20230015-20230084/additional-cases-20230015-20230084/govscot:document/A
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/february-2023/additional-cases-20230015-20230084/additional-cases-20230015-20230084/govscot:document/A


Seal predation was observed in pen 1 but no mortalities associated. To prevent any interest from 

seals around the pens, live net change occurred; nets changed from 18mm mesh to a 25mm mesh 

with heavier twine (Boris nets). 

 

 
 

January 2023 – Scottish Sea Farms (Bight of Bellister): 2023-0010 

 

On the day of proposed inspection, inspector informed that 4 seals were in observed in pen 12. 

Site was due to start harvesting pen 12 on day of site inspection, however due to seal observation 

pen is required to be secure prior to the commencement of harvest.  Divers were called 

immediately and inspection of the net was conducted 2.5 hours after seals were seen in pen. 

Efforts were made to coax seals out of the pen via the pens, however seals did not cooperate. 

 

All nets on site are Seal Pro nets, dating back to 2017. The mesh size of these nets is 36mm x 

36mm squares. The net in pen 12 was last inspected in 16/06/2021, with strength tests 

highlighting overall satisfaction by Morenot. Divers arrived on site and conducted a dive survey 

the net of pen 12. Five holes were identified with the biggest hole being 2 x 2 mesh squares. 

Divers on 25/01/2023 patched the net using cable ties and net rope. Dive checks usually occur 

monthly. The nets after the production cycle are then sent back to Morenot for servicing and 

repair. Following the service, reports are generated to determine suitability of the net in the next 

production cycle. 

 

At the start of the cycle, the site operates a double net system, with a smaller inner nylon net that 

is removed once maximum biomass density allowed by the RSPCA welfare standards is reached. 

There are plans in place for the nets provider to change to Knox nets for the next production 

cycle – continuing to be Seal Pro nets. In addition, the double net system will be reintroduced but 

with a larger and more robust inner net that will not need to be removed during the production 

cycle. In addition, the pen design will change to have higher poles as well as custom netting that 

is more durable. 

 

From the size of holes observed from the dive report it was determine that no salmon would have 

been able to escape, nor did a seal enter via this route. The theory is that the seals were able to 

get in the pen by hauling themselves over the hand rail and under the top nets which were pushed 

back to allow the site to start harvesting. The site staff, prepare the site for harvest to allow well 

boat access to the pen. To ensure that seal are not able to access the pen again, bungee cord has 

been used to tie the skirt of the top net tighter to the pen net. 

 

November 2022 – Scottish Sea Farms (South Sound): 2022-0571 

 

Site changes to sapphire seal pro nets when fish get bigger. 

 

October 2022 – Scottish Sea Farms (Sian Bay): 2022-0505 

 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/january-2023/cases-20230001-20230020/cases-20230001-20230020/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20230001-2023002
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/november-2022/additional-cases-20220568-20220571/additional-cases-20220568-20220571/govscot%3Adocument/A
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/october-2022/case-20220496-20220526/case-20220496-20220526/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20220496-20220526.
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/february-2023/additional-cases-20230015-20230084/additional-cases-20230015-20230084/govscot:document/A


A seal was observed by site staff in pen 7 on 26/09. Reported to have entered the net over the 

handrail and was directed out over a lowered side net. Net has been checked with cameras and 

ROV and site manager has confirmed no holes have been discovered. The site was satisfactory 

with regards to containment on the day of inspection.  

 

 
 

 

September 2022 – Cooke Aquaculture (Vestness): 2022-0439 

 

Seals are present in the area surrounding the site but are reported to not be interacting with the 

cages and not contributing to mortality. During inspection, a seal was observed resting on the 

walkway of a cage. 

 

 
 

 
 

July 2022 – Mowi (Groatay): 2022-0280 

 

Multiple sightings of seals near the cages during the inspection on site at Groatay. Nylon nets 

currently in use, the site have plans in place to put in seal pro nets. Seal colony nearby. Site is 

experiencing seal predation. During physical inspection of the site, a loose bullet casing was 

found on the walkway of pen 32. The casing was removed from the site and passed onto Marine 

Scotland Compliance. 

 

 
 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/september-2022/cases-20220439-20220455/cases-20220439-20220455/govscot%3Adocument/20220439-20220455.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/july-2022/cases-20220274-20220315/cases-20220274-20220315/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20220274-20220315.p
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/october-2022/case-20220496-20220526/case-20220496-20220526/govscot:document/Cases+20220496-20220526.
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/september-2022/cases-20220439-20220455/cases-20220439-20220455/govscot:document/20220439-20220455.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/september-2022/cases-20220439-20220455/cases-20220439-20220455/govscot:document/20220439-20220455.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/july-2022/cases-20220274-20220315/cases-20220274-20220315/govscot:document/Cases+20220274-20220315.p


 
 

June 2022 – Mowi (Colonsay): 2022-0201 

 

Escape investigation - Seal was observed in cage 5 during the inspection. No obvious breaches in 

containment were identified during the inspection. Divers were called to the site and were in the 

cage the same day. Findings to follow. 

 

UPDATE 08/07/22: The incident was reported to have been a result of a froyer ring connection 

failure. Divers repaired the 1m hole in the net of cage 5 on the same day the seal was observed in 

the cage. The fish were moved into four other cages on the site and the net removed for repairs. 

All the froyer ring connection points (16 per cage) across the site are currently being replaced. 

The winch dyneema lifting ropes and the tension bar bolts are also being replaced across the site. 

 

UPDATE 22/03/23: Recommendations in relation to the above case were made for 

implementation by 20th March 2023. Following submission of the required documentation, 

evidence has now been provided to Marine Scotland to demonstrate that the recommendations 

have been implemented. 

 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/june-2022/additional-case-20220201/additional-case-20220201/govscot%3Adocument/Additional%2Bcase%2B20220
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/july-2022/cases-20220274-20220315/cases-20220274-20220315/govscot:document/Cases+20220274-20220315.p


 

 
 

 

May 2022 – Mowi (Eilean Grinean): 2022-0067 

 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/may-2022/cases-20220067-20220144/cases-20220067-20220144/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20220067-20220144.pd
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/june-2022/additional-case-20220201/additional-case-20220201/govscot:document/Additional+case+20220
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/june-2022/additional-case-20220201/additional-case-20220201/govscot:document/Additional+case+20220
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/june-2022/additional-case-20220201/additional-case-20220201/govscot:document/Additional+case+20220


Morts attributed to physical damage due to strong south easterly winds and a smaller amount of 

seal damage. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

May 2022 – Mowi (Grey Horse Channel): 2022-0163 

 

A number of seal attacks occurred starting from week 14 2022 which account for most of the 

mortalities.   Some seal damage could be observed in the main population. The pens containing 

the fish moved from Grey Horse Channel Outer also had a small number of anorexic and 

lethargic fish near the water surface.  

 

 
 

 
 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/may-2022/cases-202200146-20220171/cases-202200146-20220171/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20220146-20220171.
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/may-2022/cases-202200146-20220171/cases-202200146-20220171/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20220146-20220171.
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/may-2022/cases-20220067-20220144/cases-20220067-20220144/govscot:document/Cases+20220067-20220144.pd
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/may-2022/cases-20220067-20220144/cases-20220067-20220144/govscot:document/Cases+20220067-20220144.pd
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/may-2022/cases-20220067-20220144/cases-20220067-20220144/govscot:document/Cases+20220067-20220144.pd
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/may-2022/cases-202200146-20220171/cases-202200146-20220171/govscot:document/Cases+20220146-20220171.
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/may-2022/cases-202200146-20220171/cases-202200146-20220171/govscot:document/Cases+20220146-20220171.


May 2022 – Mowi (Grey Horse Channel Outer): 2022-0164 

 

The main cause of mortality has been attributed to seal predation. Complex gill disease issues 

have also been identified and an extended freshwater treatment was conducted in week 18, which 

exacerbated mortalities but alleviated the gill problems. The site is in the process of changing 

nets from nylon to SealPro to try and reduce seal damage. Two nets are left to change and these 

are the pens still experiencing higher mortalities, the remaining cages are currently experiencing 

background mortality numbers. 

 

Fish with seal damage could be observed swimming amongst the main population. The site staff 

was observed removing mortalities from one of the nylon net pens and the majority of the dead 

fish also presented seal bites. A small number of anorexic, lethargic fish was also seen in most 

cages, however these fish would swim away when approached. Three surface dead fish seen on 

site.   

 

 
 

 
 

April 2022 – Mowi (Muck): 2022-0096 

 

Seal PRO nets are to be installed for next cycle. 

 

During inspection, 2 fish in pen 7 were seen to have possible seal damage and were caught and 

humanely killed. Site currently stocked with fish moved from Cheesebay (moved onto site 

between 02/02/022 - 19/03/22) due to fish welfare considerations and risk of biomass 

exceedance at their host site (Grey Horse Channel and Groatay). Muck was fallow for 17 

days before Cheesebay fish arrived and will be fallow after Cheesebay stock are harvested in 

June until restocking at the end of August. 

 

A seal was discovered in one pen on 22/10/2021, divers were called out same day and found a 

hole (122mm x 36mm) at a depth of 19m and repaired it. It was judged at the time that no escape 

or circumstances which gave rise to a significant risk of escape had occurred, therefore it was 

considered that the FHI was not required to be informed. Recommendations were made to 

review escapes reporting procedure including staff training, and a retrospective escapes 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/may-2022/cases-202200146-20220171/cases-202200146-20220171/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20220146-20220171.
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/may-2022/cases-202200146-20220171/cases-202200146-20220171/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20220146-20220171.
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/may-2022/cases-202200146-20220171/cases-202200146-20220171/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20220146-20220171.
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/april-2022/additional-cases-20220096-20220154/additional-cases-20220096-20220154/govscot%3Adocument/Addi
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/may-2022/cases-202200146-20220171/cases-202200146-20220171/govscot:document/Cases+20220146-20220171.
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/may-2022/cases-202200146-20220171/cases-202200146-20220171/govscot:document/Cases+20220146-20220171.


notification has been submitted to the FHI. Closing counts indicated that no escapes occurred as 

a result of this incident and the site now has double mesh nets on all pens along with seal blinds 

to aid containment. 

 

 
 

April 2022 – Scottish Sea Farms (Vidlin North): 2022-0113 

 

Site has been experiencing some CMS, the worst affected cages have been harvested. Other 

reported cause of mortality on site is seal predation, it was thought that this was likely masking 

mortalities that should have been attributed to CMS. 

 

Approximately 7 seals observed in close proximity to the site and this had and affect on the 

salmon, with increased jumping. No equipment damage report on site and all cages have Seal 

Pro nets installed, all nets are fully tied to the handrail. There have been occasions where a seal 

has accessed a cage either over the hand rail or over the top of the net. The seals have waited for 

site staff to lower part of the net to the water line and the seal leaves the cage. No damaged to 

nets has been recorded or was reported. The seal issue has reportedly worsened this cycle, since 

the introduction of double nets to Dury Voe sites and the removal of ADD's. For next cycle the 

site plans to install double nets to all cages.   

 

 
 

April 2022 – Scottish Sea Farms (Bight of Bellister): 2022-0108 

 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/april-2022/additional-cases-20220107-20220113/additional-cases-20220107-20220113/govscot%3Adocument/Addi
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/april-2022/additional-cases-20220108-20220109/additional-cases-20220108-20220109/govscot%3Adocument/Addi
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/april-2022/additional-cases-20220096-20220154/additional-cases-20220096-20220154/govscot:document/Addi
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/april-2022/additional-cases-20220107-20220113/additional-cases-20220107-20220113/govscot:document/Addi


All cages have double nets installed these have stopped issues with seal predation that had 

affected previous cycle. 

 

April 2022 – Wester Ross Fisheries (Corry): 2022-0124 

 

The fish are currently on photoperiod, which seems to help diminish seal activity. Seal curtains 

also in place. The site experienced issues with heron predation in the winter so they have 

installed two bird scarers (long pole with moving fake bird attached), which appear to work well 

at deterring the animals. 

 

March 2022 – Scottish Sea Farms (Walters/East Lismore): 2022-066 

 

The recent low level mortality has been attributed mostly to predation from seals. Indirect effects 

of seal predation are seen through mortality attributed to physical damage. 

 

 
 

March 2022 – Mowi (Kingairloch): 2022-0053 

 

Slightly increased seal activity observed due to raised Tenacibaculum moribunds presence, 

especially pens 5 and 6.   

 

 
 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/april-2022/cases-20220120-20220128/cases-20220120-20220128/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20220120-20220128.
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/march-2022/cases-20220044-20220066/cases-20220044-20220066/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20220044-20220066.
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/march-2022/additional-case-20220053/additional-case-20220053/govscot%3Adocument/Additional%2Bcase%2B2022
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/march-2022/cases-20220044-20220066/cases-20220044-20220066/govscot:document/Cases+20220044-20220066.
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/march-2022/additional-case-20220053/additional-case-20220053/govscot:document/Additional+case+2022


 
 

November 2021 – Loch Duart (Badcall Bay): 2021-0568 

 

Fish appeared in good body condition with the exception of some individuals displaying seal 

damage. Fish carcass was discovered on site, outwith the net of cage 5. Suspected seal predation. 

Dive reports inspected from the previous day (7/12) and noted that a hole was discovered in the 

net of cage 7 measuring 8 mesh across. The hole was stitched immediately and an initial escape 

notification was received by the business on 08/12 - no fish are expected to have escaped. The 

nets on site are HDPE and are tensioned. Top nets are also deployed on all the cages. Site no 

longer uses ADDs and no longer has a MML. Business is considering moving to predator nets 

beginning of next year.  

 

November 2021 – Scottish Sea Farms (Bring Head): 2021-0476 

 

Seal pro nets, Top nets, Tensioned nets - Seal predation at times of large tides.  

 

November 2021 – Grieg Seafood (Collafirth 3): 2021-0455 

 

Predation by seals at site. Morts removed showing seal damage but no containment issue 

observed. Nets checked monthly by divers.  

 

October 2021 – The Scottish Salmon Company (Portree): 2021-0383 

 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/december-2021/cases-20210567-20210593/cases-20210567-20210593/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20210567-202105
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/november-2021/cases-20210454-20210477/cases-20210454-20210477/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20210454-202104
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/november-2021/cases-20210454-20210477/cases-20210454-20210477/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20210454-202104
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/october-2021/cases-20210383-20210389/cases-20210383-20210389/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20210383-2021038
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/march-2022/additional-case-20220053/additional-case-20220053/govscot:document/Additional+case+2022


Dec 2020 - seal breached cage 3 at Portree. Replaced all nets with seal pro nets which have 

stopped seal issues experienced earlier in the cycle. Also seal blinds on nets. ADD on site but not 

used and would need to seek approval is required. 

 

 
 

September 2021 – Scottish Sea Farms (Scallastle): 2021-0325 

 

Seal found in the cage the week before the inspection. No breach in containment was observed 

by the site staff. The seal got into the cage over the top of the net. The seal cannot get through 

the net as it is a seal pro net. Divers were on site the same day, the net was dropped and the seal 

was encouraged to leave. The divers confirmed that no hole had been caused in the net. 

 

 
 

August 2021 – Cooke Aquaculture (Meil Bay): 2021-0294 

 

Seal presence has been noted around the site. Although not causing damage to equipment, the 

majority of mortalities at the site have been attributed to seal damage. Site is equipped with both 

nylon nets and seal blinds on half of the cages and sapphire nets on the other half. Mortalities 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/september-2021/cases-20210252-20210357/cases-20210252-20210357/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20210252-20210
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/august-2021/cases-20210116-20210315/cases-20210116-20210315/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20210116-20210315
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/october-2021/cases-20210383-20210389/cases-20210383-20210389/govscot:document/Cases+20210383-2021038
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/september-2021/cases-20210252-20210357/cases-20210252-20210357/govscot:document/Cases+20210252-20210


attributed to seal damage are higher in cages with nylon nets. Site plans to replace the nylon nets 

with sapphire nets during fallow.  

 

 
 

July 2021 – Grieg Seafood (Swinning Voe): 2021-0250 

 

Seal predation, biting fish through net but no equipment damage. 

 

July 2021 – Grieg Seafood (Bight off Foraness): 2021-0228 

 

Site has had some issues with seal predation. No damage to equipment - seals predating on fish 

at side of cage, or in dead sock. The site has trialled Seal Pro nets in the past, but did not find 

them effective. 

 

July 2021 – Grieg Seafood (Linga/Setterness): 2021-0147 

 

One incident where seal entered cage through damage in top net. The seal was released by the 

staff on site, as nets on site are seal pros and it would have been highly improbable for it to find 

its own way out. Divers were out on the same day and no holes were discovered. Top nets are 

sewn on to the handrails. Application for temporary ADD submitted - denied by local council 

due to farm being in protected area. The company does not identify this incident as a potential 

breach in containment otherwise it would have been reported to the FHI. 

 

 
 

June 2021 - The Scottish Salmon Company (Kyles of Vuia): 2021-0198 

 

Seal Pro nets now deployed at site with company also looking to raise height of nets (~0.5/1m) to 

aid in prevention of seals gaining access to pens. Electric fence has been installed on one pen to 

deter seals from accessing walkways. Installation of the fence has shown early signs of deterring 

seals. 

 

 
 

June 2021 – The Scottish Salmon Company (Loch Odhairn/Gravir): 2021-0200 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/july-2021/cases-20210245-20210278/cases-20210245-20210278/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20210245-20210278.p
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/july-2021/additional-cases-20210228-20210271/additional-cases-20210228-20210271/govscot%3Adocument/Addit
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/july-2021/cases-20210142-20210244/cases-20210142-20210244/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20210142-20210244.p
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/june-2021/cases-20210190-20210222/cases-20210190-20210222/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20210190-20210222.p
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/june-2021/cases-20210190-20210222/cases-20210190-20210222/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20210190-20210222.p
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/august-2021/cases-20210116-20210315/cases-20210116-20210315/govscot:document/Cases+20210116-20210315
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/july-2021/cases-20210142-20210244/cases-20210142-20210244/govscot:document/Cases+20210142-20210244.p
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/june-2021/cases-20210190-20210222/cases-20210190-20210222/govscot:document/Cases+20210190-20210222.p


 

2 pens had a high number of fish with physical damage from seal predation but also showing 

good recovery with open wounds being healed. 1 pen is fitted with Seal pro nets and showed far 

less physical damage from predation. Remaining pens to be kitted out with Seal Pro nets within 

the next month.   

 

 
 

June 2021 – The Scottish Salmon Company (Greanamul): 2021-0202 

 

Site is due to install seal pro nets next cycle, not in response to seal presence around the site, but 

just as a precautionary measure.   

 

 
 

June 2021 – The Scottish Salmon Company (Geasgill): 2021-0194 

 

There was a containment breach incident in 2020 where uplift system tore through the net, 5 

tonne ring system for keeping net tensioned has been introduced as well as seal pro nets. 

 

 
 

June 2021 – The Scottish Salmon Company (Eughlam): 2021-0173 

 

Site reported tuna and seal in pen 7 on 11 October 2020 and reported to FHI (MSe111020SAL1). 

Hole believed to have been caused by tuna and seal entered pen through the hole which was 

repaired. No fish escaped. 

 

 
 

 
 

May 2021 – Mowi (Scalpay): 2021-0055 

 

Site manager reported that the seal pro nets have been very effective mitigation measure against 

seal predation, with no seal damage noted on any fish (incl mortalities) since input. 

 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/june-2021/cases-20210190-20210222/cases-20210190-20210222/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20210190-20210222.p
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/june-2021/additional-cases-20210165-20210195/additional-cases-20210165-20210195/govscot%3Adocument/Addit
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/june-2021/cases-20210168-20210197/cases-20210168-20210197/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20210168%2B-2021018
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/may-2021/cases-20210051-20210132/cases-20210051-20210132/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20210051-20210132.pd
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/june-2021/cases-20210190-20210222/cases-20210190-20210222/govscot:document/Cases+20210190-20210222.p
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/june-2021/cases-20210190-20210222/cases-20210190-20210222/govscot:document/Cases+20210190-20210222.p
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/june-2021/additional-cases-20210165-20210195/additional-cases-20210165-20210195/govscot:document/Addit
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/june-2021/cases-20210168-20210197/cases-20210168-20210197/govscot:document/Cases+20210168+-2021018
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/june-2021/cases-20210168-20210197/cases-20210168-20210197/govscot:document/Cases+20210168+-2021018


 
 

May 2021 – Scottish Sea Farms (Kishorn B): 2021-0093 

 

Report of seal in pen but no fish reported to have escaped. A number of moribund fish observed 

across the site, some with physical damage. 5 sampled for diagnostics. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/may-2021/case-20210093/case-20210093/govscot%3Adocument/Additional%2BCase%2B20210093.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/may-2021/cases-20210051-20210132/cases-20210051-20210132/govscot:document/Cases+20210051-20210132.pd
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/may-2021/case-20210093/case-20210093/govscot:document/Additional+Case+20210093.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/may-2021/case-20210093/case-20210093/govscot:document/Additional+Case+20210093.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/may-2021/case-20210093/case-20210093/govscot:document/Additional+Case+20210093.pdf


 
 

April 2021 – Mowi (Ardnish): 2021-0060  

 

Two mobile pens have a larger mesh outer net with a smaller (mesh) shallower net inside it, this 

means there is a space between the nets at the bottom and this is hoped to prevent any possible 

seal attacks, site does not have a history of seal issues. All new nets have been put on the site 

with stronger more rigid mesh to prevent possible seal attacks.   

 

March 2021 – The Scottish Salmon Company (Gob a Bharra): 2021-0031  

 

During the latest event a seal was observed in the cage, and in the earlier event a hole was 

discovered by the net cleaning team. No fish were thought to have escaped during either event. 

The company used to use a person with a MML who was deployed to sites around Loch Fyne 

when required. He will no longer be used due to a change in law regarding MML's. The site now 

has a license to use an ADD, required during a recent policy change. 

 

Initially net lifted to stop fish escaping. Then a patch was placed over the hole by the dive team, 

using nylon thread to secure it. Fish moved to another cage (cage 5) as the hole was big and they 

had capacity on site. Hole possibly caused by the net rubbing on a bridle during bad weather 

(manager is 99% sure this was the cause). The bridle rope was the only thing close to the hole. 

Edges of the hole were frayed suggesting that it had rubbed on something. Fairly sure there was 

no snag as the hole did not have clean edges that you would expect from a snag. FNC8 system 

(flying net cleaner, distributed by Akva Group) is remote controlled and comes equipped with 

HD cameras and lights to see any damage. One cage is cleaned every week during which the nets 

are checked for damage. FNC8 travels between sites in the area (disinfection takes place between 

sites). External company (Inverlussa) comes in to inspect and adjust bridles at end of cycle. The 

company has attended since escape. 

 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/april-2021/cases-20210058-20210077/cases-20210058-20210077/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20210058-20210077.
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/march-2021/case-20210031/case-20210031/govscot%3Adocument/Additional%2BCase%2B20210031.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/may-2021/case-20210093/case-20210093/govscot:document/Additional+Case+20210093.pdf


Seal pro nets will be used in the next cycle. Always been many seals on the site. They have had 

problems on and off for several years. They did have a contractor with an MML but no longer 

due to policy change. MSe250221SAL1: possibly caused by seal. The edges of the hole were not 

as frayed at the first event. Little significant boat activity close to cage, so unlikely to be caused 

by boat handling. The hole was small but so was the seal. The seal swam out of the cage once the 

edge of the net was dropped and the divers chased it out. Patch placed over the hole and stitched 

onto net using nylon thread. Fish will be harvested out of the cage by Saturday (20/03/21), the 

fish will be counted off the site. Should have numbers next week. The net will not be used on site 

again as they are switching to seal pro nets. All nets have seal blinds at the bottom.  

 

 
 

February 2021 – The Scottish Salmon Company (Glenan Bay): 2021-0114 

 

Seal pro nets will be installed next year, tensioning of nets has been increased, although there are 

limited issues with predation on site. 

 

 
 

January 2021 – The Scottish Salmon Company (Portree): 2021-004 

 

Site did not experience high levels of predation pressure during last cycle with only a handful of 

seals observed around the site. However, this cycle there has been a significant increase in the 

local seal population, with around 24-30 individuals observed. This increasing seal presence has 

resulted in an increase in seal damage observed across the site. At the end of Wk53 (2020) 

a seal was observed in Pen 3. The mortalities for that week are attributed to seal damage, with 

the following week (Wk1 2021) capturing the mortalities caused as a result of the seal entering 

the pen. 

 

Site has since replaced all STAR nets on site with SealPro nets on all cages. 

Mortalities over the reporting threshold: 

28/12/2020 - 1.52% (Seal damage) 

04/01/2021 - 1.76% (Seal damage combined with handling losses while fish were being 

transferred into SealPro nets) 

 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/may-2021/additional-case-20210094-20210114/additional-case-20210094-20210114/govscot%3Adocument/Addition
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/january-2021/additional-cases-20210004-2021005/additional-cases-20210004-2021005/govscot%3Adocument/Addi
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/march-2021/case-20210031/case-20210031/govscot:document/Additional+Case+20210031.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/may-2021/additional-case-20210094-20210114/additional-case-20210094-20210114/govscot:document/Addition


 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/january-2021/additional-cases-20210004-2021005/additional-cases-20210004-2021005/govscot:document/Addi
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/january-2021/additional-cases-20210004-2021005/additional-cases-20210004-2021005/govscot:document/Addi
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/january-2021/additional-cases-20210004-2021005/additional-cases-20210004-2021005/govscot:document/Addi
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/january-2021/additional-cases-20210004-2021005/additional-cases-20210004-2021005/govscot:document/Addi
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/january-2021/additional-cases-20210004-2021005/additional-cases-20210004-2021005/govscot:document/Addi


 
 

November 2020 – The Scottish Salmon Company (Scadabay): 2020-0438 

 

Escape reported 17/1/20- 0 fish lost. Hole in net and seal in pen. 

 

October 2020 – Scottish Sea Farms (Scallastle): 2020-0454 

 

Recent increased mortality: w/b 31/08/20 - 569 (1.16%), w/b 07/09/20 - 437 (1.04%), w/b 

21/09/20 - 529 (2.25%), w/b 28/09/20 - 194 (1.17%), w/b 05/10/20 - 215 (1.87%), w/b 12/10/20 

- 55 (1.2%). Attributed to a combination of CMS, gill issues and seal damage. 

 

Seal activity increased around site during September and October 2020. Net tension was 

increased at all stocked cages and dive inspections increased to twice weekly. No equipment 

damage was found during dive inspections. Site also utilises A.D.D. system. 

 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2020/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2020/documents/november-2020/cases-20200350-20200492/cases-20200350-20200492/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20200350-202004
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2020/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2020/documents/october-2020/cases-20200435-20200458/cases-20200435-20200458/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20200435-2020045
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/january-2021/additional-cases-20210004-2021005/additional-cases-20210004-2021005/govscot:document/Addi


 
 

 
 

April 2020 - The Scottish Salmon Company (Kyles of Vuia): 2020-0166 

 

 
 

Seal predation has been an issue, both common and grey seals. Two types of ADD on site and 

seal blind for dead socks. Two seals have been dispatched but in the last 10 days the seals have 

disappeared from the area. They have been unable to get Seal Pro nets but will be getting them 

for the next cycle. Morts attributed to seal predation have seal damage lesions. Morts in the last 

10 days 20/4/20-29/4/20 is 2173 (0.98%) attributed to post treatment and seal damage.  

 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2020/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2020/documents/april-2020/cases-20200031-20200174/cases-20200031-20200174/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20200031-20200174.
https://scottishscamon.co.uk/leaked-photos-from-ciwf
https://scottishscamon.co.uk/leaked-photos-from-ciwf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2020/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2020/documents/april-2020/cases-20200031-20200174/cases-20200031-20200174/govscot:document/Cases+20200031-20200174.


 
 

 
 

April 2020 – The Scottish Salmon Company (Taranaish): 2020-0153 

 

w/b 16/03/2020 1.32%/wk; Seal Predation; 6977 dead; DI got in touch with company, Seal 

pressure from Kyles of Vuia has shifted to east Loch Roag now that Kyles of Vuia has seal pro 

nets installed. Plan to install seal pro nets at Taranaish, (5 month waiting time) and in the 

meantime ADD's are being adjusted constantly, site staff are focusing on mortality removal, and 

problem seals are being identified for culling. 

 

Awaiting seal pro nets but delayed due to covid issue, predator nets seal blind have been 

considered but not thought appropriate (further details to follow); They have a licence to 

dispatch. Dispatched in Loch Roag area.  

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2020/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2020/documents/april-2020/cases-20200031-20200174/cases-20200031-20200174/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20200031-20200174.
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2020/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2020/documents/april-2020/cases-20200031-20200174/cases-20200031-20200174/govscot:document/Cases+20200031-20200174.
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2020/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2020/documents/april-2020/cases-20200031-20200174/cases-20200031-20200174/govscot:document/Cases+20200031-20200174.


Emailed update; "All nets have seal blinds fitted as standard, and this will be applied to the Seal 

Pros when they are deployed. Predator nets are not used due to the damage that they can do to 

wildlife, plus the difficulty in keeping them clear of growth which has an impact on the water 

flow to the fish. A site like Taranaish, with a history of AGD which can escalate quickly would 

not be suitable for predator nets, for health and welfare reasons". 

 

 
 

 
 

March 2020 – Mowi (Colonsay): 2020-0129 

 

Dive inspection reports were inspected and a number of repairs have been made to the nets by 

divers, it is reported that there have been issues with seal interaction during the winter months 

when there is a lack of wild fish available. 

 

March 2020 – The Scottish Salmon Company (Tarbert South): 2020-0136 

 

Seal in the pen since last inspection but no holes and not suspected losses, situation now 

resolved.  No containment issues observed on site. Net and top net still fastened to the handrail 

with zip ties every few meters. No seals observed in the vicinity of the site during the inspection. 

 

 
 

 
 

February 2020 – Scottish Sea Farms (Vidlin North): 2020-0060 

 

Site has been experiencing an increased problem with seal predation which began in August 

2019, the site has Sapphire seal pro nets on all cages, weighted nets and an OTAQ ADD, they 

also have an Airmar ADD available. The cages are due to be replaced before next cycle and plan 

to have sinker tubes next cycle. Seal predation accounts for 32.5% of mortalities this cycle, this 

has not been an issue previous generations of fish. 

 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2020/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2020/documents/march/additional-cases-20200129/additional-cases-20200129/govscot%3Adocument/Additional%2Bcases%2B202001
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2020/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2020/documents/march/additional-case-20200136/additional-case-20200136/govscot%3Adocument/Additional%2Bcases%2B-%2B2020
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2020/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2020/documents/february-2020/cases-20200026-20200065/cases-20200026-20200065/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20200026-202000
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2020/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2020/documents/april-2020/cases-20200031-20200174/cases-20200031-20200174/govscot:document/Cases+20200031-20200174.
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2020/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2020/documents/april-2020/cases-20200031-20200174/cases-20200031-20200174/govscot:document/Cases+20200031-20200174.
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2020/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2020/documents/march/additional-case-20200136/additional-case-20200136/govscot:document/Additional+cases+-+2020
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2020/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2020/documents/march/additional-case-20200136/additional-case-20200136/govscot:document/Additional+cases+-+2020


 
 

February 2020 – The Scottish Salmon Company (Kyles of Vuia): 2020-0037 

 

Site inspected to carry out escape investigation and enhanced containment inspection, following 

incident which may have given rise to the risk of escape occurring when FHI last inspected the 

site on 04/12/2019. Site has been experiencing increased seal predation over the last few months, 

new ADD system has recently been installed on site, subsequently mortalities attributed to seal 

damage have reduced over the past month. During inspection 1-2 lethargic fish were observed in 

the majority of cages. In cage 4 several lethargic fish with lesions visible on the flanks were 

observed. 

 

During the previous FHI inspection on 04/12/2019, a seal was observed in cage 5, the seal was 

then seen to leave the cage. Divers arrived on site the same day to inspect the cage and net and 

discovered a hole near the base of net, approximately 25x15 mesh squares in size (nets on site 

have a mesh size of 15 mm). The hole was repaired by the divers. It is suspected that the hole 

was caused either by seal damage, or possibly by the lift-up system cone rubbing against the net 

during recent storm conditions Dive reports indicate that fish were observed to higher up the 

water column in the cage, no fish were observed outside the cage, and in the following days feed 

levels had not dropped. The APB completed and submitted the escape notification form to the 

FHI on the same day, noting that it was suspected that no fish escaped during the incident. 

Divers returned to site on 06/12/2019 to inspect all other cages on site, no damage or holes in 

nets were found, all support ropes for lift up systems were tightened. Prior to the escape, divers 

inspected cages and nets on 29/11/2019 with no holes or damage observed. 

 

At the time of the escape the site had an OTAK A.D.D. system on installed on site. Following 

the incident frequencies on the A.D.D. were adjusted and an additional A.D.D. system (Ace 

Aquatec) has been installed on site, with both systems running. Mortality attributed to seal 

damage have fallen since. Nets on site are currently STAR mesh, these are due to be replaced 

with Seal pro nets at the end of this production cycle. Seal pro nets are currently being installed 

on the neighbouring Vuia Mor site. 

 

 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2020/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2020/documents/february-2020/additional-cases-20200030-202000037/additional-cases-20200030-202000037/govscot%3Adocument
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2020/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2020/documents/february-2020/cases-20200026-20200065/cases-20200026-20200065/govscot:document/Cases+20200026-202000
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2020/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2020/documents/february-2020/additional-cases-20200030-202000037/additional-cases-20200030-202000037/govscot:document


 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2020/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2020/documents/february-2020/additional-cases-20200030-202000037/additional-cases-20200030-202000037/govscot:document
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January 2020 – The Scottish Salmon Company (Quarry Point): 2020-0021 

 

Some seal activity between December and January, 820 Dec, 2200 mortalities, some of which 

were attributed to seal predation.  
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January 2020 – Scottish Sea Farms (Wyre): 2020-0014 

 

One hole in the net due to seal in October 2019. To check if been reported 29/10/19.  Seal 

damaged fish evident in several pens. Seal pro nets had been successfully used in previous cycles 

however these are not being effective this cycle. One pen had been raised to lift the seal pro 

section higher, this is reported to be effective. 
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