
 
The Scottish Government 

St. Andrew's House 

Regent Road 

Edinburgh 

EH1 3DG 

1 February 2022  

Dear Scottish Ministers, 

 

Please Come Clean on the Dirty Trade in Wrasse & Lumpfish by Salmon Farms! 

 

In view of the lethal trade in ‘cleaner fish’, Scamon Scotland (formerly called Scottish Salmon 

Watch) calls on the Scottish Government to address the mortality, welfare and disease problem 

of salmon farms using wrasse (mostly caught in the wild) and lumpfish (mostly farmed).   

 

Scamon Scotland calls on Scottish Ministers to: 

 

- Establish a public register of shipments/imports/transfers of cleaner fish   

- Record and report monthly cleaner fish mortalities  

- Test for infectious diseases, pathogens and viruses in cleaner fish prior to transfer to salmon 

farms and during their short lives on salmon farms 

- record antibiotic use on cleaner fish  

 

 
 

Scamon Scotland is diametrically opposed to the use of toxic chemicals to kill sea lice 

infestations on salmon farms but the use of ‘cleaner fish’ is certainly not an ecologically or 

welfare friendly alternative.  If salmon farming cannot operate without lice infestations and mass 

mortalities – in both farmed salmon and ‘cleaner fish’ – then it has clearly lost its environmental, 

welfare and social license.  Scottish salmon’s dirty trade in cleaner fish must stop now!  

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/letter-to-scottish-ministers-please-come-clean-on-the-dirty-trade-in-wrasse-lumpfish-by-salmon-farms.html
https://scottishscamon.co.uk/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/toxic-scottish-salmon-exposed-deltamethrin-azamethiphos-emamectin-benzoate-use-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/toxic-scottish-salmon-exposed-deltamethrin-azamethiphos-emamectin-benzoate-use-.html
https://scottishscamon.co.uk/


Current practices – as showcased via ‘Case Information’ published by the Scottish Government’s 

Fish Health Inspectorate - raise serious concerns about mortality and welfare of cleaner fish:  

 

 

 

 
 

Of the 38 cases identified above, 333,519 morts (both wrasse and lumpfish) were reported but 

only 15 cases provided any information on mortality at all.  Mortality rates reported ranged from 

49% (at Mowi’s North Shore salmon farm in Loch Erisort) to 1.2% at Mowi’s Bagh Dail Nan 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/


Cean (‘Bay of the Dead Heads’) salmon farm in the Sound of Jura although only 10 sites 

reported % mortality and it was often not clear if this was reported as weekly, monthly or total 

mortality.   

 

The Scottish Salmon Company referred to “black loss” (less fish retrieved at end of cycle than 

expected) with a report from Gometra salmon farm in June 2021 detailing: "Mortality is not 

being identified when cleaner fish stick to sides of pen and don't end up in mort basket before 

rotting away" (see later in this letter for more case details).   

 

Assessing total mortality of cleaner fish on salmon farms in Scotland is currently impossible 

given the lack of data.  A report published by the Nordic Council of Ministers in December 2021 

cited a recent study by the Norwegian Food Safety Authority which revealed that salmon farmers 

reported a mortality rate of around 40% but that the real mortality rate was closer to 60% (see at 

the end of this letter for more details).  If the mortality rate of cleaner fish on salmon farms in 

Scotland is anything like 40-60% then millions of wrasse and lumpfish could be dying horrible 

deaths.    

 

Data on cleaner fish stocked on site was more comprehensive with 35 out of 38 cases reported 

via the Fish Health Inspectorate in 2021 detailing numbers and a total of 2.2 million cleaner fish 

(wrasse and lumpfish) reported.  Around half the sites identified in 2021, stocked both wrasse 

and lumpfish (17) with some sites just stocking lumpfish (13) and wrasse (6) alongside the 

salmon.  

 

In terms of cleaner fish stocking rates (the ratio of wrasse and lumpfish per salmon on the farm), 

one site (Mowi’s Caolas a Deas salmon farm in Loch Shell in September 2021) reported even 

more cleaner fish (76,342 wrasse and 14,378 lumpfish) than salmon (89,452) i.e. just over 100% 

stocking.   The Fish Health Inspectorate report (Case 2021-0309) stated that “it has been 

accepted by industry that freshwater treatments will lead to elevated lumpfish mortalities” but 

that “no alternative solution was given”:  

 

 

  
 

An industry norm for stocking of cleaner fish appears to be ca. 10-15% with the most cleaner 

fish (216,733 lumpfish) recorded on site during 2021 at Mowi’s Ardintoul salmon farm in Loch 

Alsh.  In July 2021 (Case 2021-0273) Mowi reported 48,499 mortalities of lumpfish (22.3% 

https://www.norden.org/en/publication/towards-sustainable-fishery-and-use-cleaner-fish-salmonid-aquaculture
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/september-2021/cases-20210252-20210357/cases-20210252-20210357/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20210252-20210357.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/july-2021/cases-20210245-20210278/cases-20210245-20210278/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20210245-20210278.pdf


mortality) since input in February (i.e. over a six month period).   Another Fish Health 

Inspectorate visit to Mowi's Ardintoul salmon farm in Loch Alsh in October 2019 published the 

first photos of diseased lumpfish along with details of mass mortalities and diseases (Case-2019-

0577): 

 

 
  

One salmon farm (Westerbister) inspected during 2021 reported that cleaner fish would be used 

in the future whilst another Scottish Sea Farms site at Fada reported "wrasse brought over from 

Ireland during last cycle" but failed to report any wrasse in the stocking data (or on the import 

data disclosed last month by the Scottish Government – see later in this letter for more details).   

 

Other sites (not recorded in the table above) reported zero cleaner fish in the stocking 

information (e.g. Cooke Aquaculture) and data is still missing for the whole of December and 

over a dozen cases in September, October and November are still recorded by the Fish Health 

Inspectorate as “awaiting publication”.   

https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2019/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2019/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2019/10/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2019/documents/october-2019/additional-cases-20190396-20190635/additional-cases-20190396-20190635/govscot%3Adocument/Additional%2Bcases%2B20190396-20190635.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2019/10/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2019/documents/october-2019/additional-cases-20190396-20190635/additional-cases-20190396-20190635/govscot%3Adocument/Additional%2Bcases%2B20190396-20190635.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/game-ova-for-imports-exports-close-the-borders-to-stop-the-spread-of-diseases-genetic-pollution.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/game-ova-for-imports-exports-close-the-borders-to-stop-the-spread-of-diseases-genetic-pollution.html
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/01/moribund-mowi-salmon-gill-poxvirus-amoebic-gill-disease-anaemia-at-ardintoul-.html


It is difficult to gauge the total use of cleaner fish at salmon farms across Scotland as the Fish 

Health Inspectorate does not visit every salmon farm each year and the 38 cases detailed in the 

table above may only represent ca. a quarter of all sites.  The Scottish Government’s ‘Scottish 

Fish Farm Production Survey 2020’ published in September 2021 (the latest publicly available 

data) records 232 salmon farms in Scotland in 2020 but 101 reported zero production (i.e. only 

131 were active).   

 

Fish Farming Expert reported back in 2016 that Marine Harvest (renamed Mowi in 2019 due to 

“negative consumer perception”) “intends to stock 2.5 million cleaner fish – split 50/50 between 

wrasse and lumpfish, the former work better in summer and the latter in winter”.    

 

Since Mowi accounts for ca. a third of all salmon farming production - Mowi claims to produce 

68,000 tonnes of farmed salmon annually in Scotland and the latest Scottish Government data 

reported 192,129 tonnes of farmed salmon production in 2020 with 232,000 tonnes forecast for 

2021 - the number of cleaner fish used in salmon farms in Scotland could be well over 7 million 

(a report published by the Marine Conservation Society in February 2021 said demand for 

cleaner fish – mostly lumpfish - on salmon farms in Scotland was an estimated 10 million).   

 

The Mowi-owned lumpfish farming facility at Ocean Matters in Wales reported “it produced 

over 2 million cleaner fish during 2019”.   However, it is not known how many of these farmed 

lumpfish die each year on salmon farms in Scotland or what the cleaner fish are dying from.   

 

 

'Case Information' published by the Scottish Government's Fish Health Inspectorate for an 

inspection in July 2021 details "significant" mortalities in lumpfish caused by Flavivirus at 

Mowi's Loch Duich salmon farm with 37% mortality (27,000 dead lumpfish) since input in May 

2021 (Case 2021-0274, p121-124).  Flavivirus infection “was transferred from the supplier” (i.e. 

Mowi’s Ocean Matters in Wales): 

 

 
 

 

Case Information' published by the Scottish Government's Fish Health Inspectorate for an 

inspection in June 2021 details "black loss" mortality problems in cleaner fish at The Scottish 

Salmon Company's Gometra salmon farm off the Isle of Mull (Case 2021-0192, p37-9):  

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2020/documents/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/cleaner-fish-set-for-scottish-roll-out/
https://www.intrafish.com/marketplace/negative-perception-of-marine-harvest-behind-switch-to-mowi/2-1-559988
https://www.intrafish.com/marketplace/negative-perception-of-marine-harvest-behind-switch-to-mowi/2-1-559988
https://mowi.com/uk/about/
https://mowi.com/uk/about/
https://www.mcsuk.org/documents/160/Use_Of_Cleaner_Fish_in_UK_Aquaculture-_2021.pdf
https://www.mcsuk.org/documents/160/Use_Of_Cleaner_Fish_in_UK_Aquaculture-_2021.pdf
https://thefishsite.com/articles/uk-lumpfish-producer-reports-record-year
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/july-2021/cases-20210245-20210278/cases-20210245-20210278/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20210245-20210278.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/june-2021/additional-cases-20210165-20210195/additional-cases-20210165-20210195/govscot%3Adocument/Additional%2Bcases%2B20210165-20210195.pdf


 
 

 

'Case Information' published by the Scottish Government's Fish Health Inspectorate for an 

inspection in July 2021 details no cleaner fish at Grieg Seafood's North Papa salmon farm (other 

cases involving Cooke Aquaculture also reported no cleaner fish) and states that "Company 

policy has been to limit cleaner fish due to health concerns for the cleaner fish" (Case 2021-

0226, p99-101): 

 

 
 

‘Case Information' published by the Scottish Government's Fish Health Inspectorate for an 

inspection in April 2021 details wrasse “left over from last cycle, with risk assessment” at 

Mowi's Kingairloch salmon farm (Cases 2021-0058, p1-3).   Mortality records detailed 3,594 

lumpfish morts since input with “increased mortality due to freshwater treatments” and the note 

that the farm “try to remove cleaner fish prior to treatments” (freshwater and mechanical 

treatments can kill cleaner fish):  
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/july-2021/cases-20210142-20210244/cases-20210142-20210244/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20210142-20210244.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/july-2021/cases-20210142-20210244/cases-20210142-20210244/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20210142-20210244.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/april-2021/cases-20210058-20210077/cases-20210058-20210077/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20210058-20210077.pdf


 
 

 

'Case Information' published by the Scottish Government's Fish Health Inspectorate for an 

inspection in June 2021 at the Fada salmon farm operated by Scottish Sea Farms in the Summer 

Isles refers to wrasse imported from Ireland but does not record any wrasse or lumpfish in the 

stocking data or any mortalities (Case 2021-0166) and there are no import shipments for Scottish 

Sea Farms disclosed in the trade data provided by the Scottish Government on 10 January 2022: 

 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/june-2021/additional-cases-20210165-20210195/additional-cases-20210165-20210195/govscot%3Adocument/Additional%2Bcases%2B20210165-20210195.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/game-ova-for-imports-exports-close-the-borders-to-stop-the-spread-of-diseases-genetic-pollution.html


 
 

 

 

'Case Information' published by the Scottish Government's Fish Health Inspectorate for an 

inspection in June 2021 detailed lumpfish “imported from Ireland for this cycle (2020), not 

planning to do this in the future” (Case 2021-0183, p87-9). 

 

 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/june-2021/cases-20210168-20210197/cases-20210168-20210197/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20210168%2B-20210187.pdf


'Case Information' published by the Scottish Government's Fish Health Inspectorate for an 

inspection in April 2021 detailed movement (i.e. import) of lumpfish from Bantry in Ireland with 

“health certificates inspected on site”(although this import does not show up in FOI data 

disclosed by the Scottish Government last month) to a salmon farm operated by Scottish Sea 

Farms in Kempie Bay in Loch Eriboll (Case 2021-0083, p1-3): 

 

 
 

 

Another Scottish Government inspection in May 2021 of a salmon farm operated by Scottish Sea 

Farms at nearby Sian Bay also in Loch Eriboll detailed movement of lumpfish from outside 

Great Britain from Bantry in Ireland at the end of 2020 with “health certificates inspected on 

site” (Case 2021-0083, p15-17) even though this import did not show up in FOI data disclosed 

last month by the Scottish Government:  

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/game-ova-for-imports-exports-close-the-borders-to-stop-the-spread-of-diseases-genetic-pollution.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/game-ova-for-imports-exports-close-the-borders-to-stop-the-spread-of-diseases-genetic-pollution.html
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/april-2021/additional-cases-20210083-20210102/additional-cases-20210083-20210102/govscot%3Adocument/Additional%2Bcases%2B20210083-20210102.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/april-2021/additional-cases-20210083-20210102/additional-cases-20210083-20210102/govscot%3Adocument/Additional%2Bcases%2B20210083-20210102.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/game-ova-for-imports-exports-close-the-borders-to-stop-the-spread-of-diseases-genetic-pollution.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/game-ova-for-imports-exports-close-the-borders-to-stop-the-spread-of-diseases-genetic-pollution.html


 
 

 

Another Scottish Government inspection in May 2021 of a salmon farm operated by Scottish Sea 

Farms at Shuna in Loch Linnhe detailed wild wrasse from the West coast of Scotland and 

lumpsuckers imported from the Republic of Ireland (ROI) in 2020 (Case 2021-0078, p1-3): 
 

 
 
 

The import of wild caught wrasse from Ireland (both Northern Ireland and the Republic of 

Ireland) was red flagged by a FOI disclosure last month by the Scottish Government:  

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/april-2021/cases-20210078-20210111/cases-20210078-20210111/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20210078-20210111.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/game-ova-for-imports-exports-close-the-borders-to-stop-the-spread-of-diseases-genetic-pollution.html


 
 

The Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs in Northern Ireland told Scottish 

Salmon Watch last month:  

 

From: Smith, Patrick <Patrick.Smith@daera-ni.gov.uk> 

Date: Tue, Jan 25, 2022 at 5:05 PM 

Subject: RE: Wrasse exports from NI to Mowi Scotland 

To: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Cc: Lyttle, Owen <Owen.Lyttle@daera-ni.gov.uk>, McCaughan, Mark 

<Mark.McCaughan@daera-ni.gov.uk>, Campbell, Paddy <Paddy.Campbell@daera-ni.gov.uk>, 

Hayes, Jim <Jim.Hayes@daera-ni.gov.uk>, Watts, Jim <Jim.Watts@daera-ni.gov.uk>, Kane, 

John (DAERA) John.Kane@daera-ni.gov.uk 

 

Mr Staniford, 

I refer to your email of 14 January 2022 on the subject of wrasse movements from Northern 

Ireland to Scotland.  

In regard to export certificates or environmental/disease risk assessments, the Department of 

Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA) inspects and certifies all movements of 

mailto:John.Kane@daera-ni.gov.uk
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1481971817346650113


live fish (including wrasse) from Northern Ireland. This is a legislative requirement under 

aquatic animal health regulations.   

All movements of live wrasse from Northern Ireland are consigned to salmon farming 

organisations in Scotland. DAERA has not yet carried out an assessment of the impact of wrasse 

harvesting but has continued to record the number of exports to inform any future assessment. At 

this time, the Department has not considered any formal consultation on the wrasse fishery in 

Northern Ireland.  

 

Regards  

 

Patrick Smith | Marine and Fisheries Division | Sea Fisheries Policy Branch | Department of 

Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs| Rathkeltair House | Market Street | Downpatrick | 

Co Down | BT30 6AJ 

Contact: Tel: +44 (0)28 44618111  

Email: patrick.smith@daera-ni.gov.uk 

 

 

A letter from the Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs in Northern Ireland 

dated 20 January 2022 confirmed the above information: 

 

 

mailto:patrick.smith@daera-ni.gov.uk


 

 

 

Exactly how many wild caught wrasse and lumpfish are used on salmon farms in Scotland in 

total (including from the Republic of Ireland and England) is unclear.  Data published in June 

2021 by The Journal/Noteworthy details ca. 300,000 to 400,000 wild caught wrasse moved to 

salmon farms in Ireland each year: 

  

https://www.thejournal.ie/troubled-waters-pt2-marine-impact-5469088-Jun2021/
https://www.thejournal.ie/troubled-waters-pt2-marine-impact-5469088-Jun2021/


 

 

 

Industry data in Scotland - which is ca. ten times bigger than Irish salmon farming in terms of 

production - reported 30,564 wild caught wrasse in Scottish waters in 2018.    

 

https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/news/sustainability/sspo-announces-voluntary-publication-of-wrasse-data
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/6385024/


 

 

Data for wild caught wrasse in Scottish waters in 2019 (as published by the Scottish Salmon 

Producers Organisation) rose to 52,645: 

https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/reports/summary-data-for-2019-wild-catch-of-wrasse
https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/reports/summary-data-for-2019-wild-catch-of-wrasse
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/wrasse-catch-figures-show-commitment-to-sustainability/


 

However, data on wild caught wrasse in Scottish waters (or for that matter in England, Wales, 

Ireland and any other country) has not yet been published for 2020 or 2021 by Salmon Scotland 

(formerly SSPO) or the Scottish Government.   

FOI 2021-00259890 disclosed by the Scottish Government on 10 January 2022 detailed 275,678 

wrasse imported from Northern Ireland to salmon farms operated by Mowi Scotland and Kames 

Fish Farming (although Shuna SW/ Rubh'an Trilleachain is in reality operated by Mowi not 

Kames) from May 2020 to November 2021.  Here’s the 62 import shipments from JJ ONeill in 

Dunloy ranked highest to lowest (MVG = Fish weighing more than 5 grams):  

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-trade-data-disclosed-by-scottish-government-on-10-january-2022.xlsx
https://marine.gov.scot/sites/default/files/terms_abbreviations_aquadat.pdf
https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/reports/summary-data-for-2019-wild-catch-of-wrasse


 

 

 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-trade-data-disclosed-by-scottish-government-on-10-january-2022.xlsx
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-trade-data-disclosed-by-scottish-government-on-10-january-2022.xlsx


 
 

 

As detailed via the Fish Health Inspectorate’s ‘Case Information’ for 2021, there are other 

imports of cleaner fish from the Republic Ireland (e.g. Bantry) which appear not to have been 

officially reported (something which Scottish Sea Farms has had an issue with in relation to toxic 

chemical use).   

 

Whatever the true figure for the use of cleaner fish on salmon farms in Scotland, it is clear in the 

secret filming conducted since 2018 by Scottish Salmon Watch that cleaner fish mortality is a 

significant problem.  For example, video footage inside a Billy Bowie skip captured evidence of 

mass mortalities of wrasse and lumpsuckers at The Scottish Salmon Company’s Toward 

processing and transportation facility near Dunoon in September 2020 (presumably dumped out 

when farmed salmon were transported for harvest):  

 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/
https://theferret.scot/salmon-firm-misreporting-pesticide/
https://theferret.scot/salmon-firm-misreporting-pesticide/
https://vimeo.com/475064600
https://vimeo.com/475064600
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-trade-data-disclosed-by-scottish-government-on-10-january-2022.xlsx
https://vimeo.com/475064600


Scottish Salmon Watch filmed serious welfare problems in lumpsucker 'cleaner fish' at RSPCA 

Assured Mowi's 'Bay of the Dead Heads' salmon farm in July 2019 – with lumpsuckers dead and 

dying on the surface of the cage.   

 

 
 

The Fish Health Inspectorate reported in June 2019 for an inspection of Mowi’s ‘Bay of the 

Dead Heads’ salmon farm (Case 2019-0311): 

 

 
 

Another Fish Health Inspectorate report in June 2019 from Mowi’s nearby Port Na Cro salmon 

farm (Case 2019-0312) detailed:  

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/07/secret-filming-in-scotland-july-2019-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/07/secret-filming-in-scotland-july-2019-.html
https://vimeo.com/349125717
https://vimeo.com/349125717
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2019/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2019/10/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2019/documents/june-2019/cases-20190311-20190318/cases-20190311-20190318/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20190311-20190318.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2019/10/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2019/documents/june-2019/cases-20190311-20190318/cases-20190311-20190318/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20190311-20190318.pdf
https://vimeo.com/349125717
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2019/


 
 

 

Following a welfare complaint filed by Scottish Salmon Watch in July 2019, the Fish Health 

Inspectorate visited Mowi’s ‘Bay of the Dead Heads’ salmon farm again reporting in August 

2019 (Case 2019-0376): 

 

 
 

 
 

 

When Scottish Salmon Watch visited Mowi’s Loch Torridon salmon farm in November 2018 we 

found dead cleaner fish – both wrasse and lumpfish – dumped in mort bins along with diseased 

farmed salmon: 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-re.-bdnc-breach-of-animal-health-welfare-act-2006-20-july-2019.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2019/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2019/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2019/10/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2019/documents/august-2019/additional-cases-20190376-20190482/additional-cases-20190376-20190482/govscot%3Adocument/Additional%2Bcases%2B20190376-20190482.pdf
https://vimeo.com/302035482
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2019/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2019/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2019/


 
 

When Scottish Salmon Watch visited Mowi’s Sconser salmon farm on the Isle of Skye in 

November 2018 we found dead lumpfish in bins with farmed salmon:  

 

 
 

When Scottish Salmon Watch visited Mowi’s RSPCA Assured and ASC-certified Gorsten 

salmon farm in Loch Linnhe in November 2018 (as featured on Netflix’s Seaspiracy) in 

November 2018 we discovered dozens of dead cleaner fish in a skip full of diseased salmon:  

 

https://vimeo.com/302040196
https://vimeo.com/302040196
https://vimeo.com/301824063
https://vimeo.com/301824063
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/04/mowis-healthy-rspca-assured-asc-certified-salmon-farm-at-gorsten-as-featured-in-seaspiracy-.html
https://vimeo.com/302035482
https://vimeo.com/302040196


 
 

 

When Scottish Salmon Watch visited The Scottish Salmon Company’s salmon farm at Quarry 

Point in Loch Fyne in September 2018 the dead bodies of lumpfish littered a skip full of diseased 

salmon: 

 

 
 

https://vimeo.com/292262400
https://vimeo.com/292262400
https://vimeo.com/301824063
https://vimeo.com/292262400


The mortality of cleaner fish was on display when Scottish Salmon Watch visited South Shian 

processing plant operated by Scottish Sea Farms in Loch Creran in September 2018 (presumably 

the lumpfish are dumped out with the farmed salmon morts after processing):   

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

https://vimeo.com/292278068
https://vimeo.com/292278068
https://vimeo.com/292278068
https://vimeo.com/292278068


When Scottish Salmon Watch filmed inside the Loch Spelve salmon farm operated by Scottish 

Sea Farms on the Isle of Mull in August 2018 we found lice-infested lumpfish: 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-dirty-secrets-lurking-under-scottish-salmons-lice-skirt-7-sept-2018.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-dirty-secrets-lurking-under-scottish-salmons-lice-skirt-7-sept-2018.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-dirty-secrets-lurking-under-scottish-salmons-lice-skirt-7-sept-2018.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-dirty-secrets-lurking-under-scottish-salmons-lice-skirt-7-sept-2018.pdf


In July 2021, when Scottish Salmon Watch visited Mowi’s RSPCA Assured salmon farm at Poll 

Na Gille in the Sound of Jura (rated by OneKind as the worst salmon farm in Scotland) we found 

dead lumpfish on the surface of the cages and wild fish swimming inside the cages with lice-

infested salmon: 

 

 
 

As well as dead cleaner fish, video footage shot at Mowi's Poll Na Gille salmon farm on 17 July 

2021 shows lumpsuckers foraging near a dead farmed salmon floating on the surface of a cage: 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/press-release-secret-filming-exposes-welfare-abuse-at-rspca-assured-mowi-campaigners-call-for-mowi-t.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/press-release-secret-filming-exposes-welfare-abuse-at-rspca-assured-mowi-campaigners-call-for-mowi-t.html
https://www.onekind.scot/new-report-highlights-worst-and-best-salmon-farms-in-scotland-for-animal-welfare/
https://vimeo.com/576367798
https://vimeo.com/576367798
https://vimeo.com/576372350
https://vimeo.com/576367798


Despite a welfare complaint filed by Scottish Salmon Watch in July 2021, neither the Scottish 

Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate nor the Animal & Plant Health Agency visited Mowi’s 

Poll Na Gille salmon farm.  When APHA did inspect Mowi’s nearby ‘Bay of the Dead Heads’ 

salmon farm after a similar welfare complaint filed by Scottish Salmon Watch in July 2019, 

APHA warned Mowi in a letter in September 2019 (finally disclosed via Freedom of Information 

in April 2020) that they were breaking welfare laws:   

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/welfare-complaint-filed-vs-mowis-rspca-assured-responsibly-sourced-scottish-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/04/censored-welfare-abuse-on-salmon-farms-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/04/censored-welfare-abuse-on-salmon-farms-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/apha-failure-to-comply-letter-to-mowi-16-sept-2019-bdnc-03-appendix-mbdnc03.pdf


 
 

 
 

The warning letter from APHA to Mowi dated 16 September 2019 ended by recommending: “it 

would be helpful to keep separated records for mortality and culled animal not only for salmon 

as you are currently doing, but also for lumpfish and wrasse in order to have a detailed 

monitoring system for all species under your responsibility”. 

 

The Ferret/Sunday National reported in November 2019: 

 

  
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/apha-failure-to-comply-letter-to-mowi-16-sept-2019-bdnc-03-appendix-mbdnc03.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/11/sunay-nationalferret-salmon-company-mowi-rapped-over-fish-welfare-after-700000-deaths-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/apha-failure-to-comply-letter-to-mowi-16-sept-2019-bdnc-03-appendix-mbdnc03.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/apha-failure-to-comply-letter-to-mowi-16-sept-2019-bdnc-03-appendix-mbdnc03.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/11/sunay-nationalferret-salmon-company-mowi-rapped-over-fish-welfare-after-700000-deaths-.html


 

 

 Back in December 2018, OneKind published a damning report on the welfare of cleaner fish on 

salmon farms in Scotland - including reference to 'Case Information' published by the Scottish 

Government's Fish Health Inspectorate:  

 

https://www.onekind.scot/resources/cleaner-fish-welfare-on-scotlands-salmon-farms/onekind-cleaner-fish-report/
https://www.onekind.scot/resources/cleaner-fish-welfare-on-scotlands-salmon-farms/onekind-cleaner-fish-report/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/07/secret-filming-in-scotland-july-2019-.html
https://www.onekind.scot/resources/cleaner-fish-welfare-on-scotlands-salmon-farms/onekind-cleaner-fish-report/


 

 OneKind concluded:  

 

https://www.onekind.scot/resources/cleaner-fish-welfare-on-scotlands-salmon-farms/onekind-cleaner-fish-report/
https://www.onekind.scot/resources/cleaner-fish-welfare-on-scotlands-salmon-farms/onekind-cleaner-fish-report/
https://www.onekind.scot/resources/cleaner-fish-welfare-on-scotlands-salmon-farms/onekind-cleaner-fish-report/


Scottish Ministers should also heed the warning in of a recent report - "Towards a sustainable 

fishery and use of cleaner fish in salmonid aquaculture: challenges and opportunities" - published 

in December 2021 by the Nordic Council of Ministers:   

 

"There are extensive fisheries for wrasses, and aquaculture of ballan wrasse and lumpfish," states 

the Nordic Council of Ministers report.  "Fisheries and use have evolved fast, but the 

development of a regulatory framework has lagged behind.  Challenges linked to poor welfare, 

diseases and changes in the genetic structure have raised questions on the sustainability of the 

current practice, and The Norwegian Food Safety Authorities stated that if the welfare is not 

improved and the effect of cleaner fish better documented, the use can be reduced or terminated." 

https://www.norden.org/en/publication/towards-sustainable-fishery-and-use-cleaner-fish-salmonid-aquaculture
https://www.norden.org/en/publication/towards-sustainable-fishery-and-use-cleaner-fish-salmonid-aquaculture
https://www.norden.org/en/publication/towards-sustainable-fishery-and-use-cleaner-fish-salmonid-aquaculture
https://www.norden.org/en/publication/towards-sustainable-fishery-and-use-cleaner-fish-salmonid-aquaculture
https://www.norden.org/en/publication/towards-sustainable-fishery-and-use-cleaner-fish-salmonid-aquaculture


The Nordic Council of Ministers report (December 2021) cited a recent study by the Norwegian 

Food Safety Authority which revealed that salmon farmers reported a mortality rate of around 

40% but that the real mortality rate was closer to 60%:  

 

Scamon Scotland concurs with the Nordic Council of Ministers report (December 2021) in 

calling for “more accurate registration of mortality and disease for cleaner fish in sea cages”.   

 

 

Further information is detailed via a blog published today: Dirty Secrets Exposed: Stop Scottish 

Salmon's Deadly Trade in 'Cleaner Fish'! 

 

 

 

https://www.norden.org/en/publication/towards-sustainable-fishery-and-use-cleaner-fish-salmonid-aquaculture
https://www.norden.org/en/publication/towards-sustainable-fishery-and-use-cleaner-fish-salmonid-aquaculture
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/dirty-secrets-exposed-scottish-salmons-deadly-trade-in-cleaner-fish.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/dirty-secrets-exposed-scottish-salmons-deadly-trade-in-cleaner-fish.html
https://www.norden.org/en/publication/towards-sustainable-fishery-and-use-cleaner-fish-salmonid-aquaculture


Finally, Scamon Scotland asks the Scottish Government to provide further information on 

mortalities, welfare problems and diseases of cleaner fish on salmon farms in Scotland since 1 

January 2020.   

Please include any photos, videos, documentary evidence and any data on cleaner fish 

mortalities, welfare and diseases (including sea lice).  For example, a FOI disclosure by the 

Scottish Government in January 2018 included:   

 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-17-03056/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-17-03056/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/.a/6a016766faffa0970b027880683a5a200d-pi
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/.a/6a016766faffa0970b027880683a6b200d-pi


Please include any Cabinet Briefings, correspondence with salmon farmers, the Nordic Council 

of Ministers and any other parties in relation to cleaner fish mortalities, welfare and diseases.   

Further to FOI 2021-00259890 disclosed by the Scottish Government on 10 January 2022 please 

also provide information on trade in cleaner fish including imports from England, Wales, Ireland 

(the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland), Iceland, Norway, France and any other countries.   

 

Please includes any ‘risk assessments’ and health certificates of transfers/imports of cleaner fish.   

 

Please consider this a formal request for information under the relevant FOI and Environmental 

Information regulations. 

 

Please provide the information electronically. 

 

Please provide a receipt for this FOI request.    
 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

Don Staniford 

 

Director, Scamon Scotland  
 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-trade-data-disclosed-by-scottish-government-on-10-january-2022.xlsx
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