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Public Register of ALL toxic chemical use on Scottish salmon farms  

& Immediate Ban on Carcinogenic Formaldehyde (Formalin)  

 

Scottish Salmon Watch asks for inter-governmental co-operation to establish a public register 

of ALL toxic chemicals used on Scottish salmon farms.   

 

As far as we understand it, only data detailing use of the sea lice chemicals Azamethiphos, 

Cypermethrin, Deltamethrin, Emamectin Benzoate and Teflubenzuron is published via the 

Scotland's Aquaculture web-site (and even here the use of Azamethiphos and Deltamethrin 

via well boats is understand to be unreported although we believe this anomaly may soon be 

rectified).   

 

Data on the use of Hydrogen Peroxide (which has sky-rocketed over the last decade - along 

with the use of sea lice chemicals), Antibiotics and other toxic chemicals such as the 

carcinogenic Formaldehyde (Formalin) is not routinely published except via Freedom of 

Information.  

 

The confusion regarding the use of Formaldehyde (Formalin) as either a biocide or prescribed 

by a veterinarian via the 'Cascade' illustrates the need for clarity in reporting and the urgent 

need for a public register. 

 

The use of Formaldehyde (Formalin) by salmon farms in Scotland is an interesting case study 

which warrants further investigation. 

 

Documents disclosed via Freedom of Information reveal that 184 fish farms are permitted to 

use and discharge the highly toxic poison and carcinogenic chemical Formaldehyde 

(Formalin).  According to data released by the Scottish Environment Protection Agency 

(SEPA) via F0190275,  Marine Harvest (since 1 January 2019 re-named as Mowi) was the 

only company to officially report the use of Formaldehyde to SEPA.   

 

Download the documents via: 

• F0190275 EIR Response - R  

• F0190275 ELMS - R  

• F0190275 sites  

• F0190275-Formaldehyde  
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A letter from SEPA dated 11 April 2019 includes: 

 

 

 
 

 

An Excel spreadsheet (F0190275 ELMS - R) details a complaint in November 2018 filed 

against the use of Formaldehyde by a fish farm in Loch Awe:   
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An Excel spreadsheet (F0190275 sites) details 184 fish farms with a licence to use Formalin 

(Formaldehyde) - including: 

 

 
 

http://apps.sepa.org.uk/disclosurelog_admin/uploads/f0190275_docf9746050ab_f0190275_sites.xlsx


 
 

Another Excel spreadsheet (F0190275-Formaldehyde) detailed 50704251 grams (50,704 kg 

or 50.7 tonnes) of Formaldehyde used by Marine Harvest (since 1 January 2019 re-named as 

Mowi) between May 2017 and September 2018 at their salmon farms in Glenfinnan, 

Invermallie (Loch Arkaig), Loch Lochy and Loch Garry:  
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Video footage taken by Scottish Salmon Watch in June 2019 shows vats of Formaldehyde - 

marked "corrosive" and "danger" stashed outside The Scottish Salmon Company's Russel 

Burn Hatchery on the shore of Loch Kishorn even though The Scottish Salmon Company did 

not report the use of any Formaldehyde in 2017 and 2018 and the Russel Burn Hatchery is 

not licensed by SEPA to use Formaldehyde.   

 

 
 

In 2018, Scottish Salmon Watch published other videos showing caches of toxic chemicals 

including vats of Formaldehyde at Kames Fish Farming near Kimelford with a label warning 

"suspected of causing genetic defects" and "may cause cancer". 
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Scottish Salmon Watch's FOI request on Formaldehyde (Formalin) stemmed from an email 

received in March 2019 from a whistleblower at The Scottish Salmon Company:  

 

 
 

 

 

A report - "The State of Scottish Salmon Farming in 2018" - published by Scottish Salmon 

Watch in March 2019 detailed 80,000 mortalities at The Scottish Salmon Company's Russel 

Burn Hatchery in November 2018 with the use of Formalin specifically identified:  

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/report-state-of-scottish-salmon-farming-in-2018-1.pdf


 
 

Here's details from the Scottish Government's Fish Health Inspectorate report: 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Read more via "Disease-Ridden Scottish Salmon" 

 

Other reported uses of Formalin via the Scottish Government's Fish Health Inspectorate 'Case 

Information' included an "accidental overdose" at Marine Harvest's Glenfinnan salmon farm 

in Loch Shiel in October 2017 "due to human error" leading to 1,343 dead fish and the use of 

Formalin at Cooke Aquaculture's "organic" salmon farm at Sallachy in Sutherland in 2017.  
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Formalin was also reported as used at The Scottish Salmon Company's Russel Burn Hatchery 

in July 2017 following fungus problems causing over 40,000 mortalities.     

 

Here's a summary list of recent uses of Formaldehyde (Formalin): 

 

February 2019 - Loch Duart's Duartmore hatchery in Sutherland  

February 2019 - Landcatch's Ormsary Smolt Unit in Argyll 

February 2019 - Kames Fish Farming salmon farm in Loch Tralaig in Argyll  

January 2019 - Cooke Aquaculture's Ardtaraig Hatchery on Loch Striven in Argyll  

January 2019 - Mowi's Inchmore Hatchery in Glenmoriston 

November 2018 - Cooke Aquaculture's Yetts O'Muckart salmon farm in Clackmannanshire 

November 2018 - Hebridean Smolts' Clachan Hatchery in Loch Carnan in South Uist 

October 2018 - Landcatch's Ormsary Smolt Unit in Argyll 

October 2018 - Scottish Sea Farms' Knock hatchery on the Isle of Mull 

October 2018 - Marine Harvest's Laddie Wood salmon farm in Loch Garry in Lochaber  

October 2018 - The Scottish Salmon Company's Kinlochmoidart Hatchery in Highland    

August 2018 - Marine Harvest's Glenfinnan salmon farm in Loch Shiel in Lochaber  

July 2018 - Marine Harvest's Loch Lochy salmon farm in Lochaber  

July 2018 - Marine Harvest's Lochailort Recirculation Hatchery in Lochaber 

April 2018 - FAI Aquaculture's Aultbea fish farm in Wester Ross 

March 2018 - The Scottish Salmon Company's Langass Hatchery in North Uist 

February 2018 - Cooke Aquaculture's Furnace Hatchery on Loch Fyne 

December 2017 - Landcatch's Ormsary Smolt Unit in Argyll 

November 2017 - Scottish Sea Farms' salmon farm in Loch Ba on the Isle of Mull 

November 2017 - Marine Harvest's salmon farm in Loch Lochy in Lochaber 

October 2017 - Marine Harvest's Loch Ness salmon farm in Highland  

October 2017 - Cooke Aquaculture's "organic" salmon farm at Sallachy in Sutherland  

October 2017 - Cooke Aquaculture's Cliff salmon farm in Shetland  

October 2017 - Scottish Sea Farms' Loch Frisa salmon farm on the Isle of Mull 

October 2017 - Scottish Sea Farms' Knock salmon farm on the Isle of Mull 

October 2017 - Marine Harvest's Glenfinnan salmon farm in Loch Shiel in Lochaber  

October 2017 - Marine Harvest's salmon farm in Loch Arkaig in Highland   

July 2017 - The Scottish Salmon Company's Russel Burn Hatchery on Loch Kishorn  

 

Here's more details via the Scottish Government's Fish Health Inspectorate's 'Case 

Information': 

 

A Scottish Government Fish Health Inspectorate report in February 2019 detailed the use of 

Formalin at Loch Duart's Duartmore Hatchery: 
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Two more Scottish Government Fish Health Inspectorate reports in February 2019 detailed 

the use of Formalin at Landcatch's Ormsary Smolt Unit "up to twice a week to prevent fungal 

infections": 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Another Scottish Government Fish Health Inspectorate report in February 2019 detailed the 

use of Formalin by Kames Fish Farming salmon farm in Loch Tralaig: 
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Another Scottish Government Fish Health Inspectorate report in January 2019 detailed the 

use of Formalin by Cooke Aquaculture's Ardtaraig Hatchery: 

 

 
 

Another Scottish Government Fish Health Inspectorate report in January 2019 cited Formalin 

at Mowi's Inchmore Hatchery: 

 

 
 

A Scottish Government Fish Health Inspectorate report in November 2018 reported Formalin 

use at Cooke Aquaculture's Yetts O'Muckart salmon farm in Clackmannanshire: 
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A Scottish Government Fish Health Inspectorate report in November 2018 reported Formalin 

use at Hebridean Smolts' Clachan Hatchery in Loch Carnan in South Uist: 
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A Scottish Government Fish Health Inspectorate report in October 2018 detailed the use of 

Formalin at Landcatch's Ormsary Smolt Unit:   

 

 
 

A Scottish Government Fish Health Inspectorate report in October 2018 detailed the use of 

Formalin by Scottish Sea Farms at their Knock hatchery on the Isle of Mull to treat fungus: 

 
 

A Scottish Government Fish Health Inspectorate report in October 2018 detailed the use of 

Formalin by Marine Harvest's Laddie Wood salmon farm in Loch Garry: 

 

https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00547396.pdf
https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00547396.pdf
https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00547396.pdf
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_escapes_record.aspx?escape_id=2000381
https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00547396.pdf
https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00547396.pdf


 
 

A Scottish Government Fish Health Inspectorate report in October 2018 detailed the use of 

Formalin by The Scottish Salmon Company's Kinlochmoidart Hatchery: 

 

 
 

A Scottish Government Fish Health Inspectorate report in August 2018 detailed the use of 

Formalin at Marine Harvest's Glenfinnan salmon farm in Loch Shiel: 
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A Scottish Government Fish Health Inspectorate report in July 2018 detailed the use of 

Formalin "as biocide" at Marine Harvest's Loch Lochy salmon farm: 

 

 
 

Another Scottish Government Fish Health Inspectorate report in July 2018 detailed the use of 

Formalin at Marine Harvest's Lochailort Recirculation Hatchery: 
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A Scottish Government Fish Health Inspectorate report in April 2018 detailed the use of 

Formalin at FAI Aquaculture's Aultbea fish farm: 

 

 
 

A Scottish Government Fish Health Inspectorate report in March 2018 detailed the use of 

Formalin at The Scottish Salmon Company's Langass Hatchery: 
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A Scottish Government Fish Health Inspectorate report in February 2018 detailed the use of 

Formalin at Cooke Aquaculture's Furnace Hatchery on Loch Fyne: 

 

 
 

A Scottish Government Fish Health Inspectorate report in December 2017 detailed the use of 

Formalin at Landcatch's Ormsary Smolt Unit in Argyll: 
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A Scottish Government Fish Health Inspectorate report in November 2017 detailed the use of 

Formalin at Marine Harvest's salmon farm in Loch Lochy in Lochaber: 

 

 
 

[RTFS = Rainbow Trout Fry Syndrome which is "increasingly causing problems in Atlantic 

salmon"] 

 

 
 

A Scottish Government Fish Health Inspectorate report in November 2017 detailed the use of 

Formalin at Scottish Sea Farms' salmon farm in Loch Ba on the Isle of Mull: 
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A Scottish Government Fish Health Inspectorate report in October 2017 detailed the use of 

Formalin at Marine Harvest's Loch Ness salmon farm: 

 

 
 

A Scottish Government Fish Health Inspectorate report in October 2017 detailed the use of 

Formalin at Cooke Aquaculture's Sallachy salmon farm (certified by the Soil Association as 

"organic"): 
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A Scottish Government Fish Health Inspectorate report in October 2017 detailed the use of 

Formalin at Cooke Aquaculture's Cliff salmon farm in Shetland: 

 

 
 

A Scottish Government Fish Health Inspectorate report in October 2017 detailed the use of 

Formalin at Scottish Sea Farms' Loch Frisa salmon farm on the Isle of Mull: 

 

 
 

A Scottish Government Fish Health Inspectorate report in October 2017 detailed the use of 

Formalin at Scottish Sea Farms' PRV-infected Knock salmon farm on the Isle of Mull: 
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A Scottish Government Fish Health Inspectorate report in October 2017 detailed the use of 

Formalin at Marine Harvest's Glenfinnan salmon farm in Loch Shiel:  

 

 
 

A Scottish Government Fish Health Inspectorate report in October 2017 detailed the use of 

Formalin at Marine Harvest's salmon farm in Loch Arkaig: 

 

https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/operator_transfers_record.aspx?change_line_no=5448
https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534801.pdf
https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00534802.pdf


 
 

 

A Scottish Government Fish Health Inspectorate report in July 2017 detailed the use of 

Formalin at The Scottish Salmon Company's Russel Burn Hatchery on Loch Kishorn: 

  

Fish Health Inspectorate 'Case Information' for 2013-2019 (including details of fish farms 

using Formalin) is available online here 

 

 

https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0053/00530829.pdf
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Why is this use of Formaldehyde (Formalin) not captured by SEPA's FOI reply to Scottish 

Salmon Watch? 

 

Surely the Scottish Government together with the VMD and SEPA should report the use of 

Formaldehyde (Formalin) via a public register? 

 

Finally, in view of serious health concerns surrounding its carcinogenicity as well as welfare 

and environmental concerns, Scottish Salmon Watch calls for an immediate ban on the use of 

Formaldehyde (Formalin) on Scottish salmon farms.   

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

Don Staniford 

 

Director, Scottish Salmon Watch  
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