
FOI Backgrounder: 
 

Mortalities & Disease at Marine Harvest during 2016 
 

- FOI reply from Scottish Government (28 October 2016) 
 
Summary: 
 
Data obtained by the Global Alliance Against Industrial Aquaculture (GAAIA) from the 
Scottish Government reveals that during 2016 Marine Harvest experienced the following 
mortality and disease issues in Scotland:  

 
- £4 million 'Thermolicer' rented from Scottish Sea Farms kills 115, 283 farmed salmon 
(460 tonnes) in Loch Greshornish, Skye, costing £2.7 million 
 
- 60,000 farmed salmon (13% mortality) killed by Hydrogen peroxide treatment for 
AGD at Soay on Harris (with a further 17,226 morts earlier in the year due to 
Peroxide/Salmosan treatment in well boat) 
 
- "Lorries loads of dead fish removed for destruction on almost daily basis" in Lewis 
 

 
 
 
- 84,820 dead salmon (15% mortality) at Grey Horse Channel (Sound of Harris) due to 
AGD and Pancreas Disease 
 
- 77,884 dead salmon (11 mortality) at Invasion Bay (Loch Sunart) due to "maturation" 
 
- 23,854 dead salmon due to Pancreas Disease at Ardintoul (Loch Alsh) 
 
- Bacterial Kidney Disease at Gorsten (Loch Linnhe) 
 
 
 
Download the Scottish Government's FOI reply in full as a PDF (42 pages) online here  

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-reply-mortalities-and-disease-at-marine-harvest-during-2016.pdf
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60,000 farmed salmon (13% mortality) killed by Hydrogen peroxide treatment for AGD 
at Soay on Harris (with a further 17,226 morts earlier in the year due to 
Peroxide/Salmosan treatment in well boat): 



 

 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
"Lorries loads of dead fish removed for destruction on almost daily basis" in Lewis: 
 



 
 
 
 
84,820 dead salmon (15% mortality) at Grey Horse Channel (Sound of Harris) due to 
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Appendix 1: 
 

 



 
 
Our ref: FoI/16/01468 
28 October 2016 
 
 
Dear Mr Staniford 
 
Thank you for your request dated 30 September 2016 under the Environmental Information 
(Scotland) Regulations 2004 (the EIRs). 
 
Your request 
 
You asked for information on mortalities and disease problems at Marine Harvest during 
2016, to include include any letters and/or correspondence with Marine Harvest, complaints 
from the public, photos and any other information pertaining to Marine Harvest and 
mortalities and/or disease during 2016. 
 
As the information you have requested is ‘environmental information’ for the purposes of the 
Environmental Information (Scotland) Regulations 2004 (EIRs), we are required to deal with 
your request under those Regulations.  We are applying the exemption at section 39(2) of the 
Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 (FOISA), so that we do not also have to deal 
with your request under FOISA.   
 
This exemption is subject to the ‘public interest test’.  Therefore, taking account of all the 
circumstances of this case, we have considered if the public interest in disclosing the 
information outweighs the public interest in applying the exemption.  We have found that, on 
balance, the public interest lies in favour of upholding the exemption, because there is no 
public interest in dealing with the same request under two different regimes.  This is 
essentially a technical point and has no material effect on the outcome of your request. 
 
Response to your request 
 
I enclose a copy of most of the information requested. 
 
While our aim is to provide information whenever possible, in this instance we are unable to 
provide some of the information you have requested because an exception under regulation 
11(2) (personal data) of the EIRs applies to that information.  The reasons why that exception 
applies are explained in the Annex to this letter. 
 
Some of the information requested, namely the statement from Marine Harvest given to the 
Stornoway Gazette, is available in the Stornoway Gazette of 30 September 2016 - 
http://www.stornowaygazette.co.uk/news/marine-harvest-has-serious-agd-issues-1-4243117 – 
and indeed was included in your original request.  Under regulation 6(1)(b) of the EIRs, we 
do not have to give you information which is already publicly available and easily accessible 
to you in another form or format. 
 
We have also redacted a small amount of information that falls outwith the scope of your 
request. 
 

http://www.stornowaygazette.co.uk/news/marine-harvest-has-serious-agd-issues-1-4243117


In addition to the information provided, Marine Scotland’s Fish Health Inspectorate have an 
active publication process with respect to information obtained through aquatic animal 
disease surveillance in Scotland. Information is published 3 months in arrears on the Marine 
Scotland website: 
 
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Fish-Shellfish/FHI/CaseInformation 
 
Information relevant to your request is published here. Additional information which we hold 
will be published in due course in line with our publication process. 
 
 
Your right to request a review 
 
If you are unhappy with this response to your EIRs request, you may ask us to carry out an 
internal review of the response, by writing to: 
 
Linda Rosborough 
Director Marine Scotland 
Scottish Government 
Area 1B South 
Victoria Quay 
Edinburgh 
EH6 6QQ 
 
Email: directormarinescotland@gov.scot  
 
Your review request should explain why you are dissatisfied with this response, and should 
be made within 40 working days from the date when you received this letter.  We will 
complete the review and tell you the result, within 20 working days from the date when we 
receive your review request.  
 
If you are not satisfied with the result of the review, you then have the right to appeal to the 
Scottish Information Commissioner.  More detailed information on your appeal rights is 
available on the Commissioner’s website at: 
http://www.itspublicknowledge.info/YourRights/Unhappywiththeresponse/AppealingtoCom
missioner.aspx.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Neil Purvis 
 

http://www.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Fish-Shellfish/FHI/CaseInformation
mailto:directormarinescotland@gov.scot
http://www.itspublicknowledge.info/YourRights/Unhappywiththeresponse/AppealingtoCommissioner.aspx
http://www.itspublicknowledge.info/YourRights/Unhappywiththeresponse/AppealingtoCommissioner.aspx


ANNEX 
 

REASONS FOR NOT PROVIDING INFORMATION 
 
An exception applies 
 
An exception under regulation 11(2) of the EIRs (personal information) applies to some of 
the information requested because it is personal data of a third party and disclosing it would 
contravene the data protection principles in Schedule 1 to the Data Protection Act 1998.  This 
exception is not subject to the ‘public interest test’, so we are not required to consider if the 
public interest in disclosing the information outweighs the public interest in applying the 
exception. 
 
 
From: Neil.Purvis@gov.scot [mailto:Neil.Purvis@gov.scot]  
Sent: 28 October 2016 16:46 
To: salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com 
Cc: Helen.McGregor@gov.scot 
Subject: RE: FOI re. mortalities and disease at Marine Harvest - Acknowledgment of request 
- FoI/16/01468 
 
Dear Don, 
 
Response to FoI/16/01468 
 
Please find attached our reply in relation to your request of 30 September 2016. 
 
Kind regards, 
Neil  
 
Neil Purvis  
Marine Scotland – Science  
Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory, PO Box 101| 375, Victoria Road | Aberdeen AB11 
9DB  
Tel: +44 (0)1224 295450  
S/B: +44 (0)1224 876544  
Mob:+44 (0)777 5818 281  
Fax: +44 (0)1224 295620  
e: neil.purvis@gov.scot  
w: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/marinescotland  
 
From: Don Staniford [mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com]  
Sent: 04 October 2016 11:53 
To: Purvis N (Neil) (MARLAB) 
Subject: RE: FOI re. mortalities and disease at Marine Harvest - Acknowledgment of request 
- FoI/16/01468 
 
Thanks 
 

mailto:neil.purvis@gov.scot
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/marinescotland
mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com


From: Neil.Purvis@gov.scot [mailto:Neil.Purvis@gov.scot]  
Sent: 04 October 2016 11:40 
To: salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com 
Cc: Helen.McGregor@gov.scot 
Subject: FOI re. mortalities and disease at Marine Harvest - Acknowledgment of request - 
FoI/16/01468 
 
Dear Don, 
 
Acknowledgment of request – FoI/16/01468 
 
Thank you for your request dated 30 September 2016 under the Environmental Information 
(Scotland) Regulations 2004 (EIRs) for information on mortalities and disease problems at 
Marine Harvest during 2016.   
 
We received your request on 30 September 2016 and will respond in accordance with the 
EIRs by 28 October 2016. 
 
If you have any queries, please contact me quoting case number FoI/16/01468. 
 
Regards, 
Neil 
 
Neil Purvis  
Marine Scotland – Science  
Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory, PO Box 101| 375, Victoria Road | Aberdeen AB11 
9DB  
Tel: +44 (0)1224 295450  
S/B: +44 (0)1224 876544  
Mob:+44 (0)777 5818 281  
Fax: +44 (0)1224 295620  
e: neil.purvis@gov.scot  
w: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/marinescotland  
            
 
From: Don Staniford [mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com]  
Sent: 30 September 2016 09:34 
To: Central Enquiry Unit 
Subject: FOI re. mortalities and disease at Marine Harvest  
 
Further to this week's Stornoway Gazette story - "Marine Harvest 'has serious AGD issues'" 
(enclosed below) - could you please provide information on mortalities and disease problems 
at Marine Harvest during 2016.    
 

mailto:Neil.Purvis@gov.scot
mailto:Neil.Purvis@gov.scot
mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
mailto:Helen.McGregor@gov.scot
mailto:neil.purvis@gov.scot
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/marinescotland
mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com


 
 



 
 
 
Please include any letters and/or correspondence with Marine Harvest, complaints from the 
public, photos and any other information pertaining to Marine Harvest and mortalities and/or 
disease during 2016.   
 
Please consider this a request for information under the relevant Freedom of Information and 
Environmental Information Regulations including both the Freedom of Information 
(Scotland) Act 2002 and the Environmental Information (Scotland) Regulations 2004 (as well 
as any other new or other regulations which may be appropriate).   
 
Please provide this information electronically. 
 
Please acknowledge receipt of this FOI request.   
 
Many thanks and I look forward to a response shortly. 
 
 
Best fishes, 
 
Don 



 
Don Staniford 
 
Director, Global Alliance Against Industrial Aquaculture (GAAIA): 
http://www.salmonfarmingkills.com 
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