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SEPA's Shame on Salmon Farming  

 

 

  
 

 

 

Summary: 

 

There has not been a single successful prosecution of a salmon farm since November 

2008 (between 1998 and 2008 there were at least 23 prosecutions with fines totalling at 

least £106,500) 

 

91% of site inspections by SEPA to salmon farms are announced (i.e. only 9% are 

unannounced) 

 

51 fish farms were assessed as "Very Poor", "Poor" or "At Risk" in 2016  

 

Damning Report by the Scottish Parliament in March 2018  

 

SEPA staff joining Marine Harvest as 'Head of Environment & Regulatory Affairs' and 

'Applications Manager' 

 

Toxic chemical ban on Emamectin benzoate reversed following lobbying by industry 

despite damning report showing lethality to lobsters 

 

Rubber-stamping of expansion with new 'super-size' salmon farms over 2,5000 tonnes 

in the pipeline (despite over 858 biomass exceedances between 2002 and 2016) 

 

The use of the toxic chemicals Azamethiphos, Cypermethrin, Deltamethrin and 

Emamectin benzoate increased 1000% between 2006 and 2016 

 

Chemical pollution of Scottish lochs - testing between 2006 and 2016 showed 45 lochs 

contaminated with Emamectin benzoate and Teflubenzuron 

 

 

 

https://theferret.scot/scottish-government-nuanced-fish-farm-pesticide-ban/
https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/chemicals


There has not been a single successful prosecution of a salmon farm since November 

2008 (between 1998 and 2008 there were at least 23 prosecutions with fines totalling at 

least £106,500): 

 

A FOI reply from SEPA dated 12 March 2018 detailed: 

 

 

 
 

 

From: Don Staniford [mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com]  

Sent: 12 February 2018 10:46 

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/f0188509-lack-of-prosecutions-12-march-2018.pdf


To: 'AccesstoInformation' 

Subject: FOI re. prosecutions of fish farms since April 2006 - Zero? 

 

Please provide information on prosecutions involving fish farms since April 2006. 

 

Please detail a list of successful prosecutions along the lines of the information detailed 

below.   

 

The 2008 report Scottish Farmed Salmon Exposed reported 21 water pollution incidents 

involving fish farms from April 2006 to 1998: 

 

 

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/scottish-farmed-salmon-exposed-presentation-thru-2007.pdf


 
 

 

GAAIA believes that very few, if any, prosecutions involving fish farms have been 

successful since 2006. 

 

In 2010, The Sunday Herald reported: 

 

http://www.robedwards.com/2010/09/salmon-farm-facing-prosecution-over-thousands-of-fish-deaths.html


 
 

 

However, Shetland News reported in 2011: 

 

http://www.shetnews.co.uk/news/4373-salmon-poisoning-case-slips-through-the-net
http://www.robedwards.com/2010/09/salmon-farm-facing-prosecution-over-thousands-of-fish-deaths.html


 

http://www.shetnews.co.uk/news/4373-salmon-poisoning-case-slips-through-the-net


 
 

 

If there have been zero prosecutions since 2006 a simple reply along the lines of "Sorry, 

SEPA has not bothered to take any prosecutions against fish farms since 2006" will suffice.   

 

 

Please consider this a request for information under the relevant Freedom of Information and 

Environmental Information Regulations including both the Freedom of Information 

(Scotland) Act 2002 and the Environmental Information (Scotland) Regulations 2004 (as well 

as any other new or other regulations which may be appropriate).   

  

Please provide this information electronically via email.   

  

Please acknowledge receipt of this FOI request.   

  

Many thanks and I look forward to a response shortly. 

 

 

http://www.shetnews.co.uk/news/4373-salmon-poisoning-case-slips-through-the-net


 

Best fishes, 

 

Don 

 

Don Staniford 

 

Director, Global Alliance Against Industrial Aquaculture (GAAIA): 

http://www.salmonfarmingkills.com 

 

Read my blog via http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog 

 

 

<((((º>`·.¸¸.·´¯`·.¸.·´¯`·...¸><((((º>¸.  

·´¯`·.¸. , . .·´¯`·.. ><((((º>`·.¸¸.·´¯`·.¸.·´¯`·...¸><((((º> 

 

 

91% of site inspections by SEPA to salmon farms are announced (i.e. only 9% are 

unannounced): 

 

A FOI reply from SEPA dated 23 February 2018 detailed:  

 

 
 

 

51 fish farms were assessed as "Very Poor", "Poor" or "At Risk" in 2016:  

 

Here's a FOI request to SEPA (as of 17 April 2018 this is still not answered): 

 

From: Don Staniford [mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com]  

Sent: 15 February 2018 13:14 

To: 'AccesstoInformation' 

Subject: FOI re. 51 fish farms rated as at risk, poor or very poor in 2016  

 

Please provide information on the 51 fish farming sites rated as at risk, poor or very poor (as 

reported by BBC News) in 2016. 

http://www.salmonfarmingkills.com/
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/f0188480-unannounced-site-inspections-23-feb-2018.pdf
mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-43060496
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/f0188480-unannounced-site-inspections-23-feb-2018.pdf


 

Please include warning letters, correspondence, the names of the companies responsible and 

any data analysis including Powerpoint slides, reports, briefings and other breakdowns of the 

data.   

 

SEPA's Enforcement Report published today does not name the companies responsible. 

 

Searching the SEPA compliance web-page finds three sites assessed as "Very Poor" in 2016 - 

but there are no details of the companies responsible: 

 

 
 

Searching the SEPA compliance web-page finds 41 sites assessed as "Poor" in 2016 - but 

there are no details of the companies responsible: 

 

http://media.sepa.org.uk/media-releases/2018/six-year-high-in-environmental-perfromance-by-scottish-business/
http://apps.sepa.org.uk/compliance/
http://apps.sepa.org.uk/compliance/


 



 

 
 



 

Searching the SEPA compliance web-page finds 7 sites assessed as "At Risk" in 2016 - but 

there are no details of the companies responsible: 

 

 
 

 

Please consider this a request for information under the relevant Freedom of Information and 

Environmental Information Regulations including both the Freedom of Information 

(Scotland) Act 2002 and the Environmental Information (Scotland) Regulations 2004 (as well 

as any other new or other regulations which may be appropriate).   

 

Please provide this information electronically via email.   

 

Please acknowledge receipt of this FOI request.   

  

Many thanks and I look forward to a response shortly. 

 

 

Best fishes, 

 

Don 

 

Don Staniford 

 

Director, Global Alliance Against Industrial Aquaculture (GAAIA): 

http://www.salmonfarmingkills.com 

 

Read my blog via http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog 

 

 

<((((º>`·.¸¸.·´¯`·.¸.·´¯`·...¸><((((º>¸.  

·´¯`·.¸. , . .·´¯`·.. ><((((º>`·.¸¸.·´¯`·.¸.·´¯`·...¸><((((º> 

 

http://apps.sepa.org.uk/compliance/
http://www.salmonfarmingkills.com/
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog


 

In February 2017, GAAIA reported:  

 

 
 

And: 

 

 
 

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-failing-fish-farms-26-feb-2017.pdf
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-failing-fish-farms-26-feb-2017.pdf
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-failing-fish-farms-26-feb-2017.pdf


 
 

 
 

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-failing-fish-farms-26-feb-2017.pdf
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-failing-fish-farms-26-feb-2017.pdf


 

Read more via "Failing Fish Farms: 18% rated 'poor' by SEPA in 2015" 

 

 

Damning Report by the Scottish Parliament in March 2018: 

 

 
 

A report on the environmental impacts of salmon farming by the Scottish Parliament's 

Environment, Climate Change & Land Reform Committee (5 March 2018) included: 

 

 

 

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-failing-fish-farms-26-feb-2017.pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/S5_Environment/Inquiries/20180305_GD_to_Rec_salmon_farming.pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/S5_Environment/Inquiries/20180305_GD_to_Rec_salmon_farming.pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/S5_Environment/Inquiries/20180305_GD_to_Rec_salmon_farming.pdf


 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

A letter in reply from SEPA's Chief Executive (28 March 2018) included: 

 

 
 

http://www.parliament.scot/S5_Environment/Inquiries/20180328_SEPA_response_to_GD.pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/S5_Environment/Inquiries/20180328_SEPA_response_to_GD.pdf


i.e. 15% of fish farms (29 out of 188) showed "unacceptable impacts" for Emamectin 

benzoate contamination of the sea bed and 34% of fish farms (76 out of 224) showed 

"unacceptable impacts" on sea bed invertebrates.    

 

SEPA staff joining Marine Harvest as 'Head of Environment & Regulatory Affairs' and 

'Applications Manager': 

 

- Ewan Gillespie: 

 

Ewan Gillespie was a senior scientist at SEPA for 21 years from 1990 to 2011 - including 

managing SEPA's marine science work in the regulation of the marine aquaculture industry.   

In 2002, he worked with Marine Harvest on a SNH project to assess the impact of fish farms 

on maerl.  In 2006, he co-authored the scientific paper: "Impact of fish farms on maerl beds 

in strongly tidal areas".     

 

"My own view on regulation is that both regulator and 'regulatee' must work in close co-

operation with one another,"  wrote Ewan Gillespie, Marine Harvest's Head of Environment 

and Regulatory Affairs, in a letter to SEPA's Chief Executive in August 2016: 

 

 

https://uk.linkedin.com/in/ewan-gillespie-0ab739a8
http://www.snh.org.uk/press/detail.asp?id=592
http://www.snh.org.uk/press/detail.asp?id=592
http://www.marlin.ac.uk/PDF/Hall-Spencer%20White%20Gillespie%20Gillham%20Foggo.pdf
http://www.marlin.ac.uk/PDF/Hall-Spencer%20White%20Gillespie%20Gillham%20Foggo.pdf
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/2_redacted.pdf
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/2_redacted.pdf
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/2_redacted.pdf


 
 

- Stephen Macintyre: 

 

In September 2016, Stephen Macintyre was working for SEPA as a Senior Environment 

Protection Officer:   

 

 
 

 

His work included the successful prosecution of a fish farm in 2006 resulting in a fine of 

£8,000 for Kames Fish Farming.   

 

In September 2017, he re-surfaces as the Applications Manager for Marine Harvest now 

arguing that SEPA do not take action against salmon farms operated by Marine Harvest and 

Kames Fish Farming:  

 

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ssf-email-re-thermolicer-as-fish-friendly-sept-2016.pdf
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ssf-email-re-thermolicer-as-fish-friendly-sept-2016.pdf
https://www.fishupdate.com/scottish-fish-farm-fined-8000-fishupdate-com/
https://www.fishupdate.com/scottish-fish-farm-fined-8000-fishupdate-com/
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/2_redacted.pdf
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ssf-email-re-thermolicer-as-fish-friendly-sept-2016.pdf


 
 

 
 



 
 

 

Toxic chemical ban on Emamectin benzoate reversed following lobbying by industry 

despite damning report showing lethality to lobsters: 

 

In March 2017, The Ferret reported: 

 

 
 

 
 

 

The Ferret reported in November 2017: 

 

https://theferret.scot/pesticide-ban-dropped-fish-farmers/
https://theferret.scot/scottish-government-nuanced-fish-farm-pesticide-ban/
https://theferret.scot/pesticide-ban-dropped-fish-farmers/
https://theferret.scot/pesticide-ban-dropped-fish-farmers/


 
 

 
 

Read more via "Slicegate: Anatomy & Chronology of an Environmental Lobotomy" 

(November 2017) 

 

 

In December 2017, The Ferret reported: 

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/12/press-release-bbcs-dead-salmon-run-opens-can-of-worms-.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/slicegate-anatomy-chronology-of-an-environmental-lobotomy-november-2017.pdf
https://theferret.scot/scotlands-green-watchdog-wined-dined-polluters/
https://theferret.scot/scottish-government-nuanced-fish-farm-pesticide-ban/
https://theferret.scot/scottish-government-nuanced-fish-farm-pesticide-ban/


 

 

 

https://theferret.scot/scotlands-green-watchdog-wined-dined-polluters/
https://theferret.scot/scotlands-green-watchdog-wined-dined-polluters/


 
 

 

Rubber-stamping of expansion with new 'super-size' salmon farms over 2,5000 tonnes 

in the pipeline (despite over 858 biomass exceedances between 2002 and 2016):  

 

The Sunday Herald reported in December 2013 that SEPA had approved 585 fish farm 

applications since 2006 and refused only one application:  

 

 
 

Spreadsheets are available to download giving the detailed information on approvals released 

by the Scottish Environment Protection Agency here and here 

 

Read more via "Scottish ministers accused of being ‘in bed’ with the fish farming industry" 

 

In January 2017, The Sunday Herald reported:  

http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/13134301.The_yes_ministers__Scottish_Government__is_in_bed_with_the_fish_farming_industry__Scottish_ministers_accused_of_being__in_bed__with_the_fish_farming_industry/
http://robedwards.typepad.com/files/sepa-foi-response1.xls
http://robedwards.typepad.com/files/sepa-foi-response2.xls
http://www.robedwards.com/2013/12/scottish-ministers-accused-of-being-in-bed-with-the-fish-farming-industry.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/01/press-release-recipe-for-ruin-sepa-lifts-limits-on-salmon-farms.html
https://theferret.scot/scotlands-green-watchdog-wined-dined-polluters/
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/.a/6a016766faffa0970b01b8d2605644970c-pi


 

 

 

GAAIA reported in January 2017: 

 

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/01/press-release-recipe-for-ruin-sepa-lifts-limits-on-salmon-farms.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/01/press-release-recipe-for-ruin-sepa-lifts-limits-on-salmon-farms.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/01/press-release-recipe-for-ruin-sepa-lifts-limits-on-salmon-farms.html


In Scotland, there are many sites with a maximum biomass limit of 2,500 tonnes with an 

industry average of 1,159 tonnes.  Even with such high biomass limits there have been 

significant breaches of biomass limits:  

 

  

In fact, since 2002 there have been over 858 biomass exceedances totalling 74,284 tonnes 

with Marine Harvest alone accounting for 24,539 tonnes of exceedances:  

 

 

Download an Excel spreadsheet of data obtained from SEPA online here 

Read more via "Recipe for Ruin - SEPA Lifts Limits on Salmon Farms" 

 

 

In February 2017, The Ferret reported: 

 

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/2016-2002-data-supplied-by-sepa-in-dec-2016-summary-newest-version.xlsx
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/01/press-release-recipe-for-ruin-sepa-lifts-limits-on-salmon-farms.html
https://theferret.scot/outrage-secret-plan-giant-salmon-farm/
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/.a/6a016766faffa0970b01b7c8c533a8970b-pi


 
 

 
 

Read more via "Outrage over secret plans to base world's biggest salmon farm in Scotland"  

 

 

https://theferret.scot/outrage-secret-plan-giant-salmon-farm/
https://theferret.scot/outrage-secret-plan-giant-salmon-farm/


Fish Farming Expert reported in September 2017: 

 

 
 

Fish Farming Expert reported in April 2018: 

 

https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/sepa-extends-consultation-on-new-fish-farm-rules/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/marine-harvest-bids-for-bigger-biomass-consent-on-muck/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/sepa-extends-consultation-on-new-fish-farm-rules/


 

 
 

 

The use of the toxic chemicals Azamethiphos, Cypermethrin, Deltamethrin and 

Emamectin benzoate increased 1000% between 2006 and 2016:  

https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/marine-harvest-bids-for-bigger-biomass-consent-on-muck/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/marine-harvest-bids-for-bigger-biomass-consent-on-muck/


 

The Sunday Times reported in January 2017: 

 

  

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/01/the-sunday-times-salmon-industry-toxins-soar-by-1000-per-cent.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/01/the-sunday-times-salmon-industry-toxins-soar-by-1000-per-cent.html


 

Read more via The Sunday Times: "Salmon industry toxins soar by 1000 per cent" 

 

 

Chemical pollution of Scottish lochs - testing between 2006 and 2016 showed 45 lochs 

contaminated with Emamectin benzoate and Teflubenzuron:  

 

The Sunday Herald reported in February 2017: 

  

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/01/the-sunday-times-salmon-industry-toxins-soar-by-1000-per-cent.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/02/press-release-toxic-toilets-salmon-farms-pollute-scotlands-lochs-.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/01/the-sunday-times-salmon-industry-toxins-soar-by-1000-per-cent.html


 

 

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/02/press-release-toxic-toilets-salmon-farms-pollute-scotlands-lochs-.html


 
 

Here's the table of contaminated lochs: 

  

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/02/front-page-of-sunday-herald-revealed-scandal-of-45-lochs-trashed-by-pollution.html


 

Read more via "Revealed: Scandal of 45 Scottish lochs trashed by pollution"  
 

http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/15118242.Revealed__Scandal_of_45_Scottish_lochs_trashed_by_pollution/
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/02/front-page-of-sunday-herald-revealed-scandal-of-45-lochs-trashed-by-pollution.html

