
Media Backgrounder (February 2024): 

 

The Three Kings of Death: Mowi, Bakkafrost & Norskott Havbruk (Scottish Sea Farms)  

 

– Q4 2023 results in February set to be a financial bloodbath with huge losses 

- 2023 shaping up to be the worst year on record for deaths on ‘Scottish’ salmon farms 

- The European Commission’s cartel investigation into the $almafia could cost $1.3 billion  

 

Mass mortalities at RSPCA Assured, ASC-certified and ‘organic’ salmon farms across Scotland 

are killing off millions of fish – and slashing production and profits at Norwegian/Faroese-

owned giants Mowi, Norskott Havbruk (Scottish Sea Farms) and Bakkafrost (who together 

account for ca. 75% of ‘Scottish’ salmon farming).   The depth of the 2023 bloodbath in Scotland 

will become clear later this month when the $almafia publish Q4 2023 financial results.  The 

Saint Valentine’s Day Massacre starts with Mowi’s Q4 2023 results published on 14 February; 

SalMar (co-owner of Scottish Sea Farms) publishes Q4 2023 results on 15 February and 

Bakkafrost reveals the scale of their Q4 2023 losses on 20 February.   

 

Faced with falling production and rising mortalities, investors would have to be blind, deaf and 

dumb not to conclude that salmon farming is dead in the warming waters of Scotland.   

 

 
 

Norway’s $almafia – including Mowi, SalMar and Leroy (co-owners of Scottish Sea Farms) - 

was hit on 25 January by price-fixing and illegal cartel objections by the European Commission 

with Reuters reporting that “shares in Mowi, SalMar, Leroy and Grieg Seafood fell 4.9%, 1.9%, 

5.7% and 7.1% respectively after the Commission announcement”.    

https://theferret.scot/salmon-scottish-owned-abroad/
https://mowi.com/investors/financial-calendar/
https://www.salmar.no/investor/
https://www.bakkafrost.com/en/investor/financial-calendar
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_405
https://www.reuters.com/markets/commodities/eu-says-norwegian-salmon-producers-might-have-distorted-competition-2024-01-25/


“The European Union’s preliminary ruling that six Norwegian salmon farmers – Mowi, Leroy 

Seafood, Cermaq, Grieg Seafood, Salmar and Bremnes – colluded to push up prices over the 

course of nearly a decade sent a shockwave through the industry,” reported Intrafish (25 

January).  “There is a lot at stake with the ruling – a maximum fine would be 10 percent of group 

sales.  For Mowi alone, based on 2022 sales - a year sales were over €4.9 billion ($5.3 billion) 

and earnings topped €1 billion - that’s €490 million.  Combined for the six groups, that’s 

somewhere in the range of €1.5 billion.  The potential fines are far higher than the roughly €120 

million combined payout that Mowi, Leroy, SalMar, Cermaq and Grieg made to US seafood 

buyers in two separate price-fixing cases last year.  Though the final EU ruling and any fines 

could be years away, there has already been a significant cost: the news sliced hundreds of 

millions of dollars off of listed Norwegian salmon shares by the day’s end.” 

 

“Following the news of the European Commission’s findings, share prices for Grieg Seafood, 

Lerøy, Mowi and SalMar immediately plunged between 4 and 6 on Thursday,” reported Salmon 

Business (26 January).  “This means that stock market values of NOK 13.3 billion ($1.3 billion) 

were wiped out, i.e. roughly the same values as the estimate of the fine, according to Norwegian 

financial newspaper Finansavisen…..The recent decline in stock values and the looming fines 

have impacted prominent investors in the Norwegian salmon industry.  Prominent investors 

include John Fredriksen with Mowi, the Witzøe family’s SalMar, the Grieg family’s involvement 

in Grieg Seafood, and the Møgster family’s ownership of Lerøy through Austevoll Seafood.” 

 

 

 
 

[Read more below via Appendix: $almafia Shakedown Targets $almobsters] 

https://archive.ph/Plowq
https://archive.ph/Plowq
https://archive.ph/mAT8X
https://www.intrafish.com/salmon/its-quite-enormous-market-punishes-norwegian-salmon-over-price-fixing-ruling/2-1-1588875
https://www.intrafish.com/salmon/its-quite-enormous-market-punishes-norwegian-salmon-over-price-fixing-ruling/2-1-1588875
https://www.salmonbusiness.com/1-3-billion-in-value-wiped-out-as-market-reacts-to-price-fixing-ruling/
https://www.salmonbusiness.com/1-3-billion-in-value-wiped-out-as-market-reacts-to-price-fixing-ruling/
https://www.finansavisen.no/sjomat/2024/01/25/8087605/risikerer-boter-pa-13-milliarder


“Salmon farming in Scotland is dead in the warming waters,” said Don Staniford, Director of 

$camon $cotland in a press statement ahead of the Q4 2023 results.  “A deadly cocktail of 

climate change, jellyfish swarms, plagues of parasites, infectious diseases and mass mortalities is 

killing off millions of farmed salmon - and cleaner fish – crammed inside cages littering the 

Highlands and Islands of Scotland.  Like King Canute, Tavish Scott is desperately trying to push 

back the incoming tide.  The only solution is to stop farming salmon.  Investors must be blind not 

to view Scottish salmon as a toxic trade which should be avoided like the proverbial plague.  

Follow the $almoney and you find mass mortalities, welfare abuse and huge losses.  It’s only a 

matter of time before banks pull the plug on the welfare nightmare that is Scottish salmon.  A 

lethal industry riddled with 50% mortalities - from hatch to 'catch' - is ethically bankrupt.  2023 

will be looked back on as the year when Scottish salmon died.  RIP the $almafia in Scotland.”  

 

 

https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1750402040797204915


Salmon Business reported (29 January 2024): 

 

 
 

Kontali’s predicted figure of 166,900 tonnes is significantly downgraded on the 187,725 tonnes 

forecast in 2023 by the Scottish Government in a report published in October 2023:  

 

 

https://www.salmonbusiness.com/scottish-salmon-harvest-forecasts-for-2024-revised-down-by-seafood-analysis-firm/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/statistics/2023/10/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/documents/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/govscot%3Adocument/scottish-fish
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/statistics/2023/10/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/documents/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/govscot:document/scottish-fish


The Sunday Mail reported (4 February 2024): 

 

https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/multi-million-pound-salmon-farming-32038852
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/multi-million-pound-salmon-farming-32038852


Fish Farmer magazine reported (30 January 2024) on £14 million of financial support from the 

Scottish Government including: 

 

 
 

Source via https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-fund-scotland-grants-awarded/  

 

 
 

 

https://www.fishfarmermagazine.com/2024/01/30/14m-for-scottish-aquaculture-and-fishing-sectors/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-fund-scotland-grants-awarded/
https://www.fishfarmermagazine.com/2024/01/30/14m-for-scottish-aquaculture-and-fishing-sectors/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-fund-scotland-grants-awarded/
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1752316565586862336
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1752316565586862336


The Ferret reported (28 January 2024): 

 

 
 

 
 

 

https://theferret.scot/fish-farms-high-risk-wild-salmon/
https://theferret.scot/fish-farms-high-risk-wild-salmon/
https://theferret.scot/fish-farms-high-risk-wild-salmon/
https://theferret.scot/fish-farms-high-risk-wild-salmon/
https://theferret.scot/fish-farms-high-risk-wild-salmon/


The National reported (26 January 2024): 

 

 

 
 

 

 

https://archive.ph/A2JNN
https://archive.ph/A2JNN
https://archive.ph/A2JNN
https://archive.ph/A2JNN


 

 

 

 

https://archive.ph/A2JNN
https://archive.ph/A2JNN


Intrafish reported (25 January 2024):  

 

“All companies with operations in Scotland generated far lower harvests than expected, and 

Leroy and SalMar-owned Scottish Sea Farms is set to have harvested 40 percent less fish than 

originally announced (the fourth quarter figures are not yet published).  Mowi's Scottish 

company harvested 16 percent less than planned and Bakkafrost Scotland was 31 percent below 

expectations.” 

 

Bloomberg reported (20 January 2024): 

 

“Salmon farming can be a nasty business. Breeding involves removing eggs and sperm from 

anesthetized fish, and typically euthanizing males after extraction. Larger farms generate enough 

excess fish feces and urine to potentially destabilize fragile ecosystems. Overcrowding can result 

in ghoulish, lice-riddled fish — leading to images that anti-salmon farming campaigners have 

circulated online to persuade shoppers to stay out of the seafood section.” 

 

 
 

“With these circumstances at least somewhat linked to mass fish death, corporate boardrooms are 

feeling the effects.  Mowi, an Oslo-listed company that is the world’s largest salmon farmer, 

reported that die-offs resulted in third-quarter costs of at least €36 million in 2023 out of an 

operating profit of around €200 million.  One Mowi farm, Colonsay, reported 200,000 salmon 

deaths in a single week this October.  Not even rising salmon prices have cushioned the blow.” 

https://archive.ph/uoiqP
https://archive.ph/EBkpS
https://archive.ph/EBkpS


 
 

The Times reported (8 January 2024): 

 

 

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/salmon-farming-giant-mowi-disease-slashed-profits-nhjgqkz2l
https://archive.ph/EBkpS
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/salmon-farming-giant-mowi-disease-slashed-profits-nhjgqkz2l


The National reported (8 January 2024) via ‘Disease halves profits of Scottish salmon farming 

firm Mowi’ (also reported via Yahoo News):  

 

“The company’s latest financial report found that operating profits fell from £54 million in 2021 

to £27 million in 2023. It states that the reduction is due to higher mortalities and the impacts of 

salmonid rickettsial septicaemia (SRS) – a bacterial disease which is often treated with 

antibiotics. Micro jellyfish blooms were also listed as contributing to the fall in profits. 

Directors revealed that harvest volumes fell by 10.1%, stating that the industry was facing 

challenges in maintaining fish health and growth.” 

 

 

 

https://archive.ph/FBVHO
https://uk.news.yahoo.com/unsustainable-disease-halves-profits-scottish-154805678.html


Dead Salmon Don’t Lie: 

 

Data published by the Scottish Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate on 3 January 2024 (data 

up to early December 2023 from February 2015) detailed 4,734 ‘Mortality Event Reports’ 

totalling 68.2 million dead fish (mostly salmon but some trout) with 275 freshwater cases 

totalling 22.7 million and 4,459 seawater cases totally 45.5 million.   

 

Norwegian-owned Mowi (formerly called Marine Harvest) - Scotland’s largest salmon farming 

company - reported 23.6 million dead salmon (cleaner fish deaths are not reported) via 1,049 

‘Mortality Event Reports’; Norwegian/Faroese-owned Bakkafrost reported 22.2 million dead 

salmon via 1,360 ‘Mortality Event Reports’; and Norwegian-owned Scottish Sea Farms (a joint 

venture between SalMar and Leroy Seafood called Norskott Havbruk) reported 7.8 million dead 

salmon via 851 ‘Mortality Event reports).   

 

 
 

Note that there are different thresholds on reporting – see the Scottish Government’s ‘Mortality 

notification form and guidance’ for an explanation – which mean that less mortalities are 

reported in freshwater compared to seawater.  Moreover, 393 ‘Mortality Event Reports’ (i.e. 8% 

of cases) failed to provide numbers of morts – with Scottish Sea Farms the worst offender.   

https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://mowi.com/investors/share-and-bond/shareholders/
https://www.bakkafrost.com/en/investor/share-information/major-shareholders
https://scottishseafarms.com/about-us/
https://seafood.media/fis/companies/details.asp?l=e&filterby=companies&=&country_id=&page=1&company_id=94716
https://seafood.media/fis/companies/details.asp?l=e&filterby=companies&=&country_id=&page=1&company_id=94716
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2019/12/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/documents/mortality-notification-form-and-guidance/mortality-notification-form-and-guidance/govscot%3Adocument/Mortality%252Bnotification%252Bform%252Band%252Bguidance.xlsx
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2019/12/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/documents/mortality-notification-form-and-guidance/mortality-notification-form-and-guidance/govscot%3Adocument/Mortality%252Bnotification%252Bform%252Band%252Bguidance.xlsx
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/missing-mortalities-at-scottish-sea-farms.html


Here’s the Top 10 worst ever ‘Mortality Event Reports’ since data was reported in 2015 – all in 

freshwater – headed by The Scottish Salmon Company (renamed Bakkafrost in June 2022): 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.bakkafrostscotland.com/news/the-scottish-salmon-company-renames-operations-in-scotland
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1750464566927003872


Here’s the Top 15 worst ever ‘Mortality Event Reports’ reported in seawater since 2015: 

 

 
 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1750471213405618442


Here’s the Top 15 worst ‘Mortality Event Reports’ reported in seawater during 2023 (data up to 

early December) – dominated by RSPCA Assured Mowi:  

 

 
 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.rspcaassured.org.uk/media/zavkmlyn/a-star-is-born-on-south-uist.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1750498184848171017


Here’s the Top 15 worst ‘Mortality Event Reports’ reported in seawater during 2023 (data up to 

early December) – ranked by mortality rate:  

 

 
 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1750572631898685506


Fish Farmer magazine reported (18 January 2024) on mortality problems at Mowi’s Loch 

Seaforth salmon farm and other Mowi sites: 

 

 

 

https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/fish-mortality-kontali-mowi-scotland/kontali-lowers-short-term-expectations-for-scottish-salmon-sector/1614166
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/fish-mortality-kontali-mowi-scotland/kontali-lowers-short-term-expectations-for-scottish-salmon-sector/1614166
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/fish-mortality-kontali-mowi-scotland/kontali-lowers-short-term-expectations-for-scottish-salmon-sector/1614166


 
 

Monthly mortality data published by Salmon Scotland is available online here 

 

 
 

 
 

https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/reports
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/fish-mortality-kontali-mowi-scotland/kontali-lowers-short-term-expectations-for-scottish-salmon-sector/1614166
https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/reports
https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/reports


Data for December 2023 reported 23.9% monthly mortality at Mowi’s Seaforth salmon farm and 

20.3% monthly mortality at Mowi’s Trilleachan Mor (both due to bacterial disease).  Data for 

November 2023 reported 44.8% cumulative mortality at Bakkafrost’s Gravir salmon farm; 

51.5% cumulative mortality at Mowi’s Hellisay salmon farm (with 100% monthly mortality); 

30.5% monthly mortality at Mowi’s Seaforth salmon farm; 45% monthly mortality at Mowi’s 

Trilleachan Mor salmon farm; 38.5% monthly mortality at Fada salmon farm; 22.5% monthly 

mortality at Scallastle Bay; 22.6% monthly mortality at Tanera and 30.7% cumulative mortality 

at Mangaster (all Scottish Sea Farms). 

 

Data for October 2023 reported 50.4% cumulative mortality at Mowi’s Poll Na Gille salmon 

farm and 34.6% cumulative mortality at Mowi’s Loch Hourn salmon farm.  Data for September 

2023 reported 50.9% cumulative mortality at Bakkafrost’s Lamlash Bay salmon farm and 57.6% 

cumulative mortality at Score Holms and 51.9% cumulative mortality at Setter (both Scottish Sea 

Farms).    

 

 
 

Data for August 2023 reported 82.3% cumulative mortality at Bakkafrost’s Druimyeon Bay 

salmon farm; 56.4% cumulative mortality at Bakkafrost’s Greanamul salmon farm and 41.3% 

cumulative mortality at North Papa salmon farm (Scottish Sea Farms).  Data for July 2023 

reported 56.5% cumulative mortality at Dunstaffnage salmon farm and 48.2% cumulative 

mortality at Kerrera B (both Scottish Sea Farms). 

 

Data for June 2023 reported 44.5% cumulative mortality at Bakkafrost’s Strondoir Bay salmon 

farm; 40.5% cumulative mortality at Shuna salmon farm and 39.3% cumulative mortality at 

Lismore West salmon farm (Scottish Sea Farms).   Data for May 2023 reported 76.8% at Loch 

Duart’s Carnan Bay salmon farm, 51.7% cumulative mortality at Mowi’s Stulaigh salmon farm; 

and 45.2% cumulative mortality at Sian Bay salmon farm (Scottish Sea Farms). 

 

Data for April 2023 reported 38.8% cumulative mortality at Bakkafrost’s Ardcastle Bay salmon 

farm and 41% cumulative mortality at Bight of Bellister (Scottish Sea Farms).   

https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/reports/monthly-mortality-rate-december-2023
https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/reports/monthly-mortality-rate-november-2023
https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/reports/monthly-mortality-rate-october-2023
https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/reports/monthly-mortality-rate-september-2023
https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/reports/monthly-mortality-rate-september-2023
https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/reports/monthly-mortality-rate-august-2023
https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/reports/monthly-mortality-rate-july-2023
https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/reports/monthly-mortality-rate-june-2023
https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/reports/monthly-mortality-rate-may-2023
https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/reports/monthly-mortality-rate-april-2023
https://vimeo.com/904701503


The latest Scottish salmon farming production data - published in October 2023 - illustrates the 

scale of the problem with an 18% fall from 2021 to 2022: 

 

 
 

“A Scottish Government survey has revealed that salmon farming production dropped by a 

massive 18% last year,” reported The Herald (4 October 2023). “The Scottish Fish Farm 

Production Survey showed that the total weight produced in 2022, at 169,194 tonnes, was not 

only less than it had been in 2021, but also less than production in 2003, in spite of all the 

intervening years of expansion.” 

 

“Faroese fish farm firm Bakkafrost reported particularly high August losses at a number of its 

operations,” reported The Scotsman (5 October 2023).  “Six sites were hit by massive monthly 

death rates from 19.6 per cent to 38.2 per cent.  At Druimyeon Bay, on the Isle of Gigha, more 

than four out of five fish died in a single production cycle, while Greanamul, on Benbecula, lost 

more than half of its stock.” 

 

Read more via: Scottish Salmon is Dead in the Warming Water!  

 

“Scotland’s salmon farms saw, in October, the worst month ever of monthly mortalities,” 

reported Vicky Allan in The Herald (17 December 2023).  “The most recent figures, published 

by industry-body Salmon Scotland, show that the deaths, were, at 4.82% of the salmon farmed, 

the highest percentage they have ever been.  A year after Scotland’s ‘record worst year’, this is 

another year of worsts.  Fish Farm Inspectorate figures show that between January and October 

2023, 13.5 million salmon mortalities were reported, compared with 11.5 million during the 

same period in the previous 'record year'.”   

https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/
https://uk.news.yahoo.com/salmon-farm-mortalities-rise-report-163000731.html
https://archive.ph/jUAjv
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/10/scottish-salmon-is-dead-in-the-warming-water-.html
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/23992356.salmon-farm-mortalities-worst-ever-moratorium-calls-grow/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/statistics/2023/10/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/documents/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/govscot:document/scottish-fish


 
 

 

https://twitter.com/vicky_allan/status/1736384261471543353
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1736274784080515250


Hung, Drawn & Quartered – Dead in the Warming Water: 

 

The financial torture for salmon farming companies operating in Scotland was ongoing in 2023.   

 

“Harvest volumes in Scotland decreased by 9% compared with the same quarter last year and 

were below guidance,” reported Mowi’s Q3 2023 report in November 2023.  “Continued higher-

than-normal sea water temperatures and water quality issues in relation to El Niño impacted 

biological performance negatively in the quarter.” 

 

“Furthermore, costs were negatively impacted by environmental conditions which have become 

more challenging over time, compounded by El Niño this year,” continued Mowi’s Q3 2023 

report with respect to Scotland.  “In the warm sea water conditions micro jellyfish and higher 

plankton biomass were again evident. Incident-based mortality costs were EUR 7.6 million 

(EUR 7.6 million).  The above-mentioned issues have lingered on in October, and at the time of 

writing, we expect high biological cost in the fourth quarter.  Further to this, the volume guiding 

for 2023 has been adjusted to 62 000 tonnes from 64 000 tonnes.”  

 

Mowi’s Q3 2023 presentation predicted problems in Q4 2023: 

 

 
 

 

Bakkafrost’s Q3 2023 report published in November 2023 made for grim reading: 

 

“The Scottish marine operation had a challenging biological development in this quarter.  The 

main challenge was micro-jellyfish combined with primary (predisposing) factors and secondary 

(subsequent) complications leading to increased mortality.  As previously disclosed, the 

biological challenges arrived earlier than in recent years, but have in return eased off earlier as 

well.  Hence, from mid-September, the biology improved significantly.  The upscaled freshwater 

dual treatment capacity in Scotland, had a positive impact on fish gill health and ensured low 

sealice levels.  This has reduced the potential impact of the biological threats during the quarter. 

To leverage the improved biological development since mid-September, Bakkafrost plans to 

reduce Q4 2023 harvest volume to under 1,000 tonnes, allowing fish to grow larger, similar to 

Bakkafrost's approach in Scotland in Q4 2022.  This shift will push some harvest volume into Q1 

2024, enhancing market value through higher average weights and better prices.  In order to 

address the biological risks, Bakkafrost has made strategic adjustments to its short-term plans 

and production strategy for the Scottish farming operation.  A comprehensive risk assessment 

https://mowi.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Quarterly-Report-Q3-2023-Final.pdf
https://mowi.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Quarterly-Report-Q3-2023-Final.pdf
https://mowi.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Quarterly-Report-Q3-2023-Final.pdf
https://mowi.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Mowi_Q3_2023_Presentation-v2.pdf
https://bakkafrost.cdn.fo/savn/yu4juflz/2023-q3-interim-accounts.pdf?s=ddXnzY5ZMN4nI7-FqIlvyuUT30Y
https://mowi.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Mowi_Q3_2023_Presentation-v2.pdf


has been conducted for all farming sites, evaluating the feasibility of stocking and farming these 

sites using various strains, hatcheries, and smolt sizes.”   

 

 
 

“The Bakkafrost Scotland third quarter harvest will be down by almost half the total of last year, 

a trading update from the company has revealed,” reported Fish Farmer magazine in October 

2023 via ‘Near 50% drop in Bakkafrost Scotland harvest’.  “The total figure is 4,100 tonnes, 

2,900 tonnes from Scotland North and 1,200 tonnes from Scotland South.  This compared with a 

total of 8,100 tonnes during Q3 last year.  Although it is starting to turn things around, the 

company continues to battle various biological issues in Scotland.” 

 

Leroy (co-owner in Norskott Havbruk – trading in Scotland as Scottish Sea Farms – along with 

SalMar) reported for Q3 2023 in November 2023:   

 

 

https://www.fishfarmermagazine.com/2023/10/05/near-50-drop-in-bakkafrost-scotland-harvest/
https://www.fishfarmermagazine.com/2023/10/05/near-50-drop-in-bakkafrost-scotland-harvest/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-norskott-havbruk-october-2023-2.pdf
https://www.leroyseafood.com/globalassets/02--documents/rapporter/kvartalspresentasjoner/2023/lsg-q3-23-presentation.pdf
https://bakkafrost.cdn.fo/savn/yu4juflz/2023-q3-interim-accounts.pdf?s=ddXnzY5ZMN4nI7-FqIlvyuUT30Y
https://www.leroyseafood.com/globalassets/02--documents/rapporter/kvartalspresentasjoner/2023/lsg-q3-23-presentation.pdf


 
 

 

SalMar (co-owner in Norskott Havbruk – trading in Scotland as Scottish Sea Farms – along with 

Leroy) reported for Q3 2023 in November 2023:  

 

 
 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-norskott-havbruk-october-2023-2.pdf
https://ml-eu.globenewswire.com/Resource/Download/f005cdab-ecbc-4fe9-8d42-45f63a7dd775
https://www.leroyseafood.com/globalassets/02--documents/rapporter/kvartalspresentasjoner/2023/lsg-q3-23-presentation.pdf
https://ml-eu.globenewswire.com/Resource/Download/f005cdab-ecbc-4fe9-8d42-45f63a7dd775
https://ml-eu.globenewswire.com/Resource/Download/f005cdab-ecbc-4fe9-8d42-45f63a7dd775
https://ml-eu.globenewswire.com/Resource/Download/f005cdab-ecbc-4fe9-8d42-45f63a7dd775


$camon $cotland reported in October 2023: 

 

Bakkafrost's 2021 Annual Report - published in October 2022 - red-flagged the “deadly cocktail” 

of micro-jellyfish and reduced gill health of farmed salmon: 

 

 
 

Read more via Bakkafrost is Dead in the Water in Scotland - 2021 Annual Report Details 

"Deadly Cocktail"! and Bakkafrost's Scottish Salmon Nightmare Gets Worse with 10,000 Tonne 

Black Hole in Scotland!  
 

In July 2023, Bakkafrost issued a profit warning.  Bakkafrost CEO Regin Jacobsen said: “The 

Scottish farming segment has had lower harvest weights in Q2 compared to the previous quarter, 

primarily caused by biology-led harvest at some sites and early harvest at some sites to reduce 

biological risk ahead of Q3.”  

 

Read more via BAKKAFROST: Preliminary results and profit warning for Q2 2023 

 

Bakkafrost’s ‘Interim Report: Q2 2023 & H1 2023’ (published in August 2023) included: 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/10/scottish-salmon-is-dead-in-the-warming-water-.html
https://bakkafrost.cdn.fo/media/3567/bakkafrost_annual_report_2021.pdf?s=qEKL1lsVi2FyLr7AMwUPwsUouH0
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/2021-annual-report-bakkafrost-scotland-the-scottish-salmon-company/scottish-salmon-company-losses-doubled-to-34m-last-year/1436903
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/10/different-name-same-shit-bakkafrost-scotland-aka-the-scottish-salmon-company.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/10/different-name-same-shit-bakkafrost-scotland-aka-the-scottish-salmon-company.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/11/bakkafrosts-nightmare-gets-worse-with-10000-tonne-black-hole-in-scotland-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/11/bakkafrosts-nightmare-gets-worse-with-10000-tonne-black-hole-in-scotland-.html
https://www.seafoodsource.com/news/business-finance/bakkafrost-issues-profit-warning-for-q2-2023
https://tools.euroland.com/tools/Pressreleases/GetPressRelease/?ID=4353909&lang=en-GB&companycode=fo-bakka&v=
https://bakkafrost.cdn.fo/media/4589/2023-q2-interim-accounts.pdf?s=J8SarDrV7_vwUIuCf30A4oKv38M
https://www.bakkafrost.com/en/investor-relations/market-announcements/
https://bakkafrost.cdn.fo/media/3567/bakkafrost_annual_report_2021.pdf?s=qEKL1lsVi2FyLr7AMwUPwsUouH0
https://bakkafrost.cdn.fo/media/4589/2023-q2-interim-accounts.pdf?s=J8SarDrV7_vwUIuCf30A4oKv38M


“Bakkafrost Scotland harvest volumes may be cut by 20%,” reported Fish Farming Expert in 

August 2023.  “Salmon farmer feels the heat after strong first five months of 2023.” 

 

“After tough Q2 for Bakkafrost, ‘darker skies’ cloud Scottish operations,” reported Seafood 

Source in August 2023. 

 

The Herald reported in August 2023: 

 

 

 

 
 

The Herald reported in September 2023: 

 

 

https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/bakkafrost-scotland-q2-2023/bakkafrost-scotland-harvest-volumes-may-be-cut-by-20/1559043
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/bakkafrost-scotland-q2-2023/bakkafrost-scotland-harvest-volumes-may-be-cut-by-20/1559043
https://www.seafoodsource.com/news/premium/business-finance/after-tough-q2-for-bakkafrost-darker-skies-cloud-scottish-operations
https://www.seafoodsource.com/news/premium/business-finance/after-tough-q2-for-bakkafrost-darker-skies-cloud-scottish-operations
https://uk.finance.yahoo.com/news/tiny-jellyfish-really-threatening-bring-103000552.html?guccounter=1
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/23777964.210-000-salmon-dead-one-salmon-farm-one-month/
https://uk.finance.yahoo.com/news/tiny-jellyfish-really-threatening-bring-103000552.html?guccounter=1
https://uk.finance.yahoo.com/news/tiny-jellyfish-really-threatening-bring-103000552.html?guccounter=1
https://uk.finance.yahoo.com/news/tiny-jellyfish-really-threatening-bring-103000552.html?guccounter=1
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/23777964.210-000-salmon-dead-one-salmon-farm-one-month/


The Sunday Mail reported in September 2023 (quoting Don Staniford):  

 

“A deadly cocktail of warming water temperatures, swarms of jellyfish, gill problems, infectious 

diseases, plagues of parasites and toxic algal blooms has killed off millions of Scottish salmon 

this summer.” 

 

The Sunday Mail article continued: 

 

 
 

Bakkafrost is not the only salmon farming company in Scotland feeling the heat.  “Scottish Sea 

Farms cuts harvest estimate by 10,000 tonnes - company made £10.6m operating loss in Q2,” 

reported Fish Farming Expert in August 2023.  “Scottish Sea Farms has reduced its estimated 

harvest volume for 2023 from 37,000 gutted weight tonnes to 27,000 gwt as a result of biological 

problems at some sites that have continued from 2022, according to co-owner Lerøy.” 
 

Leroy (co-owner of Scottish Sea Farms – called Norskott Havbruk - with SalMar) reported in 

their Q2 2023 presentation published in August 2023: 

 

 

https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/shock-drone-footage-show-thousands-31007142
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/shock-drone-footage-show-thousands-31007142
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/leroy-scottish-sea-farms-q2-2023/scottish-sea-farms-cuts-harvest-estimate-by-10000-tonnes/1559631
https://www.leroyseafood.com/globalassets/02--documents/rapporter/kvartalspresentasjoner/2023/lsg-q2-23-presentation.pdf
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/shock-drone-footage-show-thousands-31007142


 
 

Read more on mortality problems at Scottish Sea Farms via:  

 

8,000 tonne shortfall for Scottish Sea Farms (Norskott Havbruk) due to "biological challenges" 

 

64% Mortality at RSPCA Assured Scottish Sea Farms in Loch Nevis - as sold by M&S as 

"responsibly sourced"?!! 

74% Mortality Reported by RSPCA Assured Scottish Sea Farms (Supplier to M&S) in Loch 

Nevis! 

 

Mowi – the largest salmon farming company in Scotland and the world – has also reported 

mortality problems.  “Mowi Scotland cuts harvest forecast by 10,000 tonnes,” reported Fish 

Farming Expert in November 2022.  “Guidance reduced to 50,000 gwt for 2022 due to losses 

caused by micro-jellyfish.” 

 

Mowi’s Q3 2022 report – published in November 2022 – included: 

 

 
 

 
 

“Harvest volumes in Scotland dropped slightly compared with third quarter of 2021, which was 

below guidance,” reported Mowi in Q3 2022.  “Biological issues related to gill health and effects 

from micro-jellyfish impacted growth and harvest volumes.” 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/11/8000-tonne-shortfall-for-scottish-sea-farms-norskott-havbruk-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/01/64-mortality-at-rspca-assured-scottish-sea-farms-in-loch-nevis-as-sold-by-ms-as-responsibly-sourced.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/01/64-mortality-at-rspca-assured-scottish-sea-farms-in-loch-nevis-as-sold-by-ms-as-responsibly-sourced.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/12/74-mortality-reported-by-rspca-assured-scottish-sea-farms-supplier-to-ms-in-loch-nevis-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/12/74-mortality-reported-by-rspca-assured-scottish-sea-farms-supplier-to-ms-in-loch-nevis-.html
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/mowi-canada-west-mowi-faroes-mowi-ireland/mowi-scotland-cuts-harvest-forecast-by-10000-tonnes/1450837
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/mowi-canada-west-mowi-faroes-mowi-ireland/mowi-scotland-cuts-harvest-forecast-by-10000-tonnes/1450837
https://mowi.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Mowi_Q3_2022_Report.pdf
https://mowi.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Mowi_Q3_2022_Report.pdf
https://www.leroyseafood.com/globalassets/02--documents/rapporter/kvartalspresentasjoner/2023/lsg-q2-23-presentation.pdf
https://mowi.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Mowi_Q3_2022_Report.pdf
https://mowi.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Mowi_Q3_2022_Report.pdf


Mowi’s Q2 2023 report – published in August 2023 – included: 

 

 
 

Read more on Mowi’s mortality problems via: 

 

Annus Horribilis Salmonis: Mowi's "Troublesome Year" in Scotland - 22% fall in production! 

 

32% fall in Mowi's Scottish Salmon Production! 

 

56% Mortality at RSPCA Assured Mowi (but don't worry, it's certified as "farmed responsibly" 

by the Aquaculture Stewardship Council)!  

 

Mowi's "Woes in Scotland" - Disease & Deaths Cause £5.6 Million Losses! 

 

 

 

https://mowi.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Mowi_Q2_2023_Report.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/11/annus-horribilis-salmonis-mowis-troublesome-year-in-scotland-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/08/32-fall-in-mowis-scottish-salmon-production-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/08/56-mortality-at-rspca-assured-mowi-in-outer-hebrides-its-certified-as-responsibly-farmed-by-the-aqua.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/08/56-mortality-at-rspca-assured-mowi-in-outer-hebrides-its-certified-as-responsibly-farmed-by-the-aqua.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/02/mowis-woes-in-scotland-disease-deaths-cause-56-million-losses.html
https://mowi.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Mowi_Q2_2023_Report.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=122132621804024648&set=a.122138466764024648&type=3&ref=embed_post


A compilation of video footage shot inside salmon farms during 2023 is published online here: 

 

 
 

 

Here’s video footage shot in December 2023 at Bakkafrost’s ‘zombie’ salmon farm in Loch 

Carron: 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/879317077
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/12/welfare-biosecurity-complaints-filed-vs-rspca-assured-asc-certified-bakkafrost-in-loch-carron-.html
https://vimeo.com/879317077
https://vimeo.com/893217050


$camon $cotland reported in September 2022: 

 

 
 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/09/media-backgrounder-year-of-the-dead-salmon-cumulative-mortality-piles-ever-higher-in-scotland-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/09/media-backgrounder-year-of-the-dead-salmon-cumulative-mortality-piles-ever-higher-in-scotland-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/09/media-backgrounder-year-of-the-dead-salmon-cumulative-mortality-piles-ever-higher-in-scotland-.html


Read more via: 

 

Front page Shetland Times: "Over 750 tonnes of salmon have died at Scottish Sea Farms site"  

 

Salmon farmers harvested significantly less fish than predicted in 2023: All companies with 

operations in Scotland generated far lower harvest than expected, and Scottish Sea Farms is set 

to slaughter 40 percent less fish than planned 

 

Scotland’s Salmon Farms Navigate Troubled Waters for Global Industry: Despite booming 

demand, mass fish die-offs have made the business almost impossible to scale sustainably  

 

Salmon farming giant Mowi’s profits halved as disease hits harvests: ‘Biological challenges’ 

have hit production as campaigners speak out over proliferation of salmon farms in Scottish 

waters 

 

Disease halves profits of Scottish salmon farming firm Mowi 

 

'Unsustainable': Disease halves profits of Scottish salmon farming firm 

 

Scottish Sea Farms made operating loss of £8.8m in Q3 

 

Higher costs halved Mowi Scotland’s operating profit last year 

 

Near 50% drop in Bakkafrost Scotland harvest 

 

Bakkafrost Scotland lost £31.4 million last year 

 

Salmon farms struggle with 'biological' problems 

 

M&S supplier Scottish Sea Farms swings to loss in Q2 after salmon mortality costs of £13m 

 

After tough Q2 for Bakkafrost, “darker skies” cloud Scottish operations  

 

32% fall in Mowi's Scottish Salmon Production!  

 

Bakkafrost is Dead in the Water in Scotland - 2021 Annual Report Details "Deadly Cocktail"! 

 

Mowi's "Woes in Scotland" - Disease & Deaths Cause £5.6 Million Losses! 

 

Bakkafrost's Scottish Salmon Nightmare Gets Worse with 10,000 Tonne Black Hole in Scotland! 

 

8,000 tonne shortfall for Scottish Sea Farms (Norskott Havbruk) due to "biological challenges"!  

 

Scottish harvest for Bakkafrost almost halved in Q4 

 

Bakkafrost Haemorrhages $almoney 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2024/01/front-page-shetland-times-over-750-tonnes-of-salmon-have-died-at-scottish-sea-farms-site-.html
https://archive.ph/uoiqP
https://archive.ph/uoiqP
https://archive.ph/uoiqP
https://archive.ph/EBkpS
https://archive.ph/EBkpS
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/salmon-farming-giant-mowi-disease-slashed-profits-nhjgqkz2l
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/salmon-farming-giant-mowi-disease-slashed-profits-nhjgqkz2l
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/salmon-farming-giant-mowi-disease-slashed-profits-nhjgqkz2l
https://archive.ph/FBVHO
https://uk.news.yahoo.com/unsustainable-disease-halves-profits-scottish-154805678.html
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/q3-2023-results-salmar-scottish-sea-farms/scottish-sea-farms-made-operating-loss-of-88m-in-q3/1590088
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/mowi-scotland-2022-annual-report/higher-costs-halved-mowi-scotlands-operating-profit-last-year/1602485
https://www.fishfarmermagazine.com/2023/10/05/near-50-drop-in-bakkafrost-scotland-harvest/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/bakkafrost-scotland-annual-report-2022/bakkafrost-scotland-lost-314-million-last-year/1574489
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-66596452
https://www.undercurrentnews.com/2023/08/24/ms-supplier-scottish-sea-farms-swings-to-loss-in-q2-after-salmon-mortality-costs-of-13m/
https://www.seafoodsource.com/news/premium/business-finance/after-tough-q2-for-bakkafrost-darker-skies-cloud-scottish-operations
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/08/32-fall-in-mowis-scottish-salmon-production-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/10/different-name-same-shit-bakkafrost-scotland-aka-the-scottish-salmon-company.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/02/mowis-woes-in-scotland-disease-deaths-cause-56-million-losses.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/11/bakkafrosts-nightmare-gets-worse-with-10000-tonne-black-hole-in-scotland-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/11/8000-tonne-shortfall-for-scottish-sea-farms-norskott-havbruk-.html
https://www.salmonbusiness.com/scottish-production-for-bakkafrost-almost-halved-in-q4/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/12/bakkafrost-haemorrhages-almoney-salvage-of-toxic-explosive-feed-barge-costs-a-cool-million-odd-with-.html


The $almafia SLAPPs Back Vs Staniford: 

 

Mowi, Norskott Havbruk (Scottish Sea Farms) and Bakkafrost – Scotland’s three largest salmon 

farming companies – are desperately attempting to shut down covert surveillance inside and 

above salmon farms.   

 

 
 

Mowi’s SLAPP (Strategic Lawsuit Against Public Participation) vs Don Staniford - dubbed the 

‘Kayak Vigilante’ by The Times and featured in Netflix’s new documentary ‘You Are What You 

Eat’ - was heard in the Sheriff Appeal Court in Edinburgh on 1 February with SLAPPs filed by 

Norskott Havbruk (Scottish Sea Farms) and Bakkafrost sisted (delayed) until after the outcome 

of Mowi’s case. 

 

 

https://www.the-case.eu/latest/don-staniford-salmon-farms-lawsuit/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/09/the-times-kayak-vigilante-goes-undercover-to-expose-salmon-farming-horror.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/09/the-times-kayak-vigilante-goes-undercover-to-expose-salmon-farming-horror.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2024/01/paramount-netflix-shows-expose-horrors-of-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2024/01/paramount-netflix-shows-expose-horrors-of-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2024/01/mowi-vs-staniford-heads-to-the-sheriff-appeal-court-in-edinburgh-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2024/01/mowi-vs-staniford-heads-to-the-sheriff-appeal-court-in-edinburgh-.html


Fish Farming Expert reported (1 February 2024): 

 

 
 

 

https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/don-staniford-mowi-scotland-sheriff-appeal-court/mowi-gives-ground-over-ban-on-activist/1660423
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/don-staniford-mowi-scotland-sheriff-appeal-court/mowi-gives-ground-over-ban-on-activist/1660423
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/don-staniford-mowi-scotland-sheriff-appeal-court/mowi-gives-ground-over-ban-on-activist/1660423


Watch a Podcast published by IndyScotNews (9 February 2024): 

 

 
 

Staniford’s legal fight is viewed by The Herald as a battle between ‘David and Three Goliaths’ 

whilst Private Eye magazine described it as the ‘Kayak Kibosh’.   In May 2023, the Coalition 

Against SLAPPs in Europe (CASE) designated Mowi’s lawsuit against Staniford as a Strategic 

Lawsuit Against Public Participation – Scotland’s 5th SLAPP.    

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dBYull0LMfY
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/12/vicky-allan-of-the-herald-on-slapps.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/12/private-eye-kayak-kibosh.html
https://www.the-case.eu/latest/don-staniford-salmon-farms-lawsuit/
https://www.the-case.eu/latest/don-staniford-salmon-farms-lawsuit/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dBYull0LMfY
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/12/anti-slapp-update.html


Staniford spoke about the ongoing legal battle at the UK Anti-SLAPP conference in London in 

November 2023.   

 

 
 

Salmon farming’s ‘O.G’ – as reported in Paramount’s ‘The Changemakers which premiered on 1 

January – will be speaking at the Scottish Anti-SLAPP summit in Glasgow on 26 February.   

 

 
 

Read more via: 

"Mowi gives ground over ban on activist" (Fish Farming Expert) 

SLAPP Attack: Bakkafrost's Chilling Writ Attempts to Shut Down Surveillance!  

Legal Threat by Scottish Sea Farms (Norskott Havbruk): "your actions....jeopardise the welfare 

of the fish" 

Mail On Sunday: "Salmon activist who's been banned from going within 50ft of dozens of fish 

farms"   

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/12/anti-slapp-update.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/12/anti-slapp-update.html
https://www.paramountplus.com/shows/the-changemakers
https://www.paramountplus.com/shows/the-changemakers
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/scottish-anti-slapp-summit-tickets-765605666157
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2024/02/mowi-gives-ground-over-ban-on-activist-fish-farming-expert.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/12/slapp-attack-bakkafrosts-chilling-writ-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/10/legal-threat-by-scottish-sea-farms-norskott-havbruk-your-actionsjeopardise-the-welfare-of-the-fish.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/10/legal-threat-by-scottish-sea-farms-norskott-havbruk-your-actionsjeopardise-the-welfare-of-the-fish.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/10/mail-on-sunday-salmon-activist-whos-been-banned-from-going-within-50ft-of-dozens-of-fish-farms-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/10/mail-on-sunday-salmon-activist-whos-been-banned-from-going-within-50ft-of-dozens-of-fish-farms-.html
https://vimeo.com/890443835
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/scottish-anti-slapp-summit-tickets-765605666157


Talking Scottish Salmon to Death: 

 

Fish Farmer hosted a panel discussion on mortalities on salmon farms in Scotland (24 January 

2024) featuring Scottish Sea Farms, Salmon Scotland Marine Scotland.   

 

 
 

Watch online here 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M2ZX0-vhnT4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M2ZX0-vhnT4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M2ZX0-vhnT4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M2ZX0-vhnT4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M2ZX0-vhnT4


The webinar discussed the issue of climate change, rising sea temperatures and jellyfish: 

 

 
 

Video footage of jellyfish swarming around salmon farms operated by Scottish Sea Farms and 

other companies is available online via ‘Silent Sting’: 

 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M2ZX0-vhnT4
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/10/silent-sting-scottish-salmon-is-dead-in-the-water-killed-by-jellyfish-microjellies-medusa-monsters.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M2ZX0-vhnT4
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/10/silent-sting-scottish-salmon-is-dead-in-the-water-killed-by-jellyfish-microjellies-medusa-monsters.html


Here’s an unanswered question asked of the panel: 

 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Sat, Jan 20, 2024 at 5:56 AM 

Subject: Question for panel 

To: <editor@fishfarmermagazine.com> 

 

Re: the panel on Wednesday: https://www.fishfarmermagazine.com/2024/01/19/fish-health-

your-questions-please/ 

 

What was the salmon farming mortality rate from hatch to 'catch' in 2023? 

 

Context: 

 

The latest data published by the Scottish Government in October 2023 details sea survival rates 

at ca. 75% (i.e. 25% mortality) with losses in freshwater at another ca. 25% (i.e. total mortality 

from hatch to catch in sea cages could be ca. 50%). 

 

Source data via 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/statistics/2023/10/scottish

-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/documents/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-

2022/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/govscot%3Adocument/scottish-fish-farm-

production-survey-2022.pdf  

 

p16:  78 million eggs were laid down in 2022 

 

mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
mailto:editor@fishfarmermagazine.com
https://www.fishfarmermagazine.com/2024/01/19/fish-health-your-questions-please/
https://www.fishfarmermagazine.com/2024/01/19/fish-health-your-questions-please/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/statistics/2023/10/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/documents/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/govscot%3Adocument/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/statistics/2023/10/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/documents/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/govscot%3Adocument/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/statistics/2023/10/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/documents/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/govscot%3Adocument/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/statistics/2023/10/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/documents/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/govscot%3Adocument/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/statistics/2023/10/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/documents/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/govscot:document/scottish-fish


p17: 55 million smolts were put to sea in 2022 (i.e 23 million fish died) 

 
 

p26: 75.9% of smolts put to sea in 2021 survived (i.e. 24.1% died) 

 

 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/statistics/2023/10/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/documents/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/govscot:document/scottish-fish
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/statistics/2023/10/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/documents/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/govscot:document/scottish-fish


Via Salmon Scotland data: https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/reports 

 

The latest data we have is November 2023: https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/reports/monthly-

mortality-rate-november-2023 

 

This shows monthly mortality rates: 

 
Scroll down via https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/reports/monthly-mortality-rate-november-

2023 

 

And you can see some cumulative mortality rates for particular sites are extremely high: Mowi's 

Hellisay reported 51.5% mortality and Loch Duart's Sound of Harris reported 48.2% (other 

months also reported over 50% cumulative mortality at other sites in 2023).   

 

Note that since 2013, when the SSPO lobbied against disclosure, that there has been no public 

data on mortality #s: https://www.robedwards.com/2013/10/scottish-watchdog-labelled-lapdog-

after-agreeing-to-keep-fish-farm-deaths-secret.html 

 

The Scottish Government's FHI data is not a comprehensive picture as there are thresholds for 

reporting: https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/ 

 

Data published by SEPA details mortality by weight but no by #: 

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.asp

x 

 

A backgrounder published in October 2023 is available via 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-dead-in-the-warming-water-2-

october-2023.pdf 

 

Updated via https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-dead-in-the-warming-

water-addendum-13-october-2023.pdf 

 

 

Best fishes, 

 

Don 
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Appendix: $almafia Shakedown Targets $almobsters 

 

“Anyone who has dared to venture into the deadly waters of salmon farming can testify to the 

operation of a $almafia,” said Don Staniford, Director of $camon $cotland in a press statement.  

“Follow the $almoney and you will find $almobsters operating behind a shameless 

$almonopoly.  The EC's shakedown of the salmon farming industry cartel is long overdue.  A 

forensic examination of the $almafia's accounts will hopefully prove illegal price-fixing to add to 

the catalogue of crimes committed by salmon farming - including greenwashing and profiteering 

at the expense of the environment and fish welfare.” 

  

 

 

https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1750850562814304347
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1750850562814304347


 
 

 

https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1750890750835855546
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1750819127449506020


 
 

 

https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1750813211278909451
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1750768927435522515


 
 

 

https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1750695768111948101
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1750609648116179275


 
 

 

 
 

https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1750579570539987398
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1750577717060214965


 
 

 

https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1750516120434405476
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1750514924084716016


 
 

 

https://www.undercurrentnews.com/2024/01/26/european-commission-may-take-five-years-to-conclude-norwegian-salmon-price-fixing-case-says-top-lawyer/
https://www.intrafish.com/salmon/fine-on-six-norwegian-salmon-companies-could-reach-well-over-1-billion-if-ruling-drags-on/2-1-1589456


 

 
 

 

https://www.salmonbusiness.com/1-3-billion-in-value-wiped-out-as-market-reacts-to-price-fixing-ruling/
https://www.salmonbusiness.com/1-3-billion-in-value-wiped-out-as-market-reacts-to-price-fixing-ruling/
https://www.salmonbusiness.com/1-3-billion-in-value-wiped-out-as-market-reacts-to-price-fixing-ruling/


 
 

 

https://www.intrafish.com/salmon/analysis-numbers-dont-favor-farmed-salmon-in-the-cartel-case/2-1-1588898
https://www.intrafish.com/salmon/analysis-numbers-dont-favor-farmed-salmon-in-the-cartel-case/2-1-1588898


 
 

 

https://www.intrafish.com/legal/the-market-is-concerned-despite-recent-85-million-settlement-norwegian-salmon-farmers-still-exposed-in-price-fixing-cases/2-1-1234063
https://www.intrafish.com/salmon/lawyer-believes-salmon-price-fixing-investigation-could-be-norways-largest-cartel-case-with-millions-in-fines-and-damages/2-1-1230496


 
 

 

 
 

https://www.intrafish.com/legal/european-commission-says-price-fixing-lawsuit-against-farmed-salmon-giants-is-compromising-its-investigation/2-1-1041598
https://www.intrafish.com/legal/judge-denies-norwegian-seafood-council-request-to-quash-subpoena-related-to-salmon-antitrust-case/2-1-1029938


 
 

 

 

https://www.intrafish.com/legal/salmon-farmer-released-from-giant-us-price-fixing-lawsuit/2-1-769940
https://www.intrafish.com/finance/doj-subpoenas-wiped-1-billion-off-norwegian-salmon-shares/2-1-708907


 
 

 

 

https://www.intrafish.com/aquaculture/us-justice-department-opens-criminal-investigation-into-farmed-salmon-anti-trust-allegations-subpoenas-mowi/2-1-707126
https://www.salmonbusiness.com/antitrust-lawyers-bring-up-ceo-dinner-to-highlight-alleged-misconduct-over-salmon-prices/


 
 

 
 

https://www.salmonbusiness.com/antitrust-lawyers-bring-up-ceo-dinner-to-highlight-alleged-misconduct-over-salmon-prices/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/salmon-cartel-case-moves-forward-in-us-.html


Read more via:  

 

Norway's $almafia Pay $33 Million to Settle Second US Price-Fixing Suit (after $85 million pay 

off in May & $852 million fine threat in Europe)! 

Salmonopoly Cartel Case in US Closes in on Norwegian Salmafia!  

Norway's Salmonopoly investigated by EU 

Salmonopoly: How Norway's Salmafia Control 'Scottish' Salmon - Follow the Salmoney! 

 

 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/10/norways-almafia-pay-33-million-to-settle-second-us-price-fixing-suit-after-85-million-pay-off-in-may.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/10/norways-almafia-pay-33-million-to-settle-second-us-price-fixing-suit-after-85-million-pay-off-in-may.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/salmon-cartel-case-moves-forward-in-us-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/02/norways-salmonopoly-investigated-by-eu-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/salmonopoly-how-norways-salmafia-control-scottish-salmon-follow-the-salmoney-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/salmon-cartel-case-moves-forward-in-us-.html


The Currency reported (31 January 2024): 

 

 

 

https://thecurrency.news/articles/140822/norwegian-parent-of-irelands-top-salmon-producer-caught-up-in-suspected-cartel-case/


 
 

 



 

 
 


