THE PRESS AND JOURNAL
Tuesday, January 17, 2017

BUSINESS 37

Thermal treatment for lice
blamed for salmon deaths

Fish farming: New J&Q.Ee__cﬂ.

BY KEITH FINDLAY

Innovative technology
used to combat the scourge
of sea lice on Scottish
salmon farms has been
blamed for the deaths of
nearly 6,000 fish at a site in
Shetland.

The salmon at North
Havra, operated by Norwe-
gian-owned Grieg Seafood
Shetland (GSS), were given
the Thermolicer hot water
treatment.

But instead of just

“We had some
unexpected
mortality during
the procedure”

eradicating any sea lice, the
process Killed 5,794 fish
and led to Grieg launching
an investigation into the
“unexpected mortality”.
According to salmon
farming arch-critic Don
Staniford, the Thermolicer
system - developed in Nor-
way - is behind tens of
thousands of deaths on fish
farms around Scotland.
“The Thermolicer sucks
and kills,” Mr Staniford said

yesterday, adding: “This is
the second known lethal in-
cident in Scotland after only
six months of operation,
with other mass mortalities
reported in Norway.”

GSS managing director
Grant Cumming said:
“Grieg Seafood Shetland is
using many alternative
methods of treating lice.

“We use these new and
alternative treatments as
part of our integrated pest
management strategy in
order to reduce the reliance
on traditional medicines.

“This is important to
minimise’ our impact on
the environment and to
maximise the working life
of the medicines by guard-
ing against resistance,
while at the same time en-
suring our salmon have a
good quality of life free
from sea lice infection.

“The salmon at North
Havra were treated using a
Thermolicer hot water
treatment. Unfortunately
we had some unexpected
mortality during the proce-
dure.”

Mr Cumming added:
“We have investigated the
reasons behind the event
and have altered our pro-

cedures to minimise the
risk of it reoccurring.”

The Thermolicer works
by gently crowding and
pumping fish through the
machine, where they are
exposed to an elevated tem-
perature of a maximum of
34C for 25 to 30 seconds.

Because sea lice have a
low tolerance to tempera-
ture change, the warmer
water kills them.

Responding to national
media reports of thousands
of fish being “poached
alive” at one of its Scottish
fish farmos last year, indus-
try giant Marine Harvest
said the stories were a
“gross exaggeration and
completely misleading”.

It added: “The Thermo-
licer has been rigorously
tested over a nine-year pe-
riod and is recommended

SOMETHING FISHY: Reports of salmon being ‘poached alive’ are a ‘gross exaggeration’ say Marine Harvest

by the Norwegian Veteri-
nary Institute. The ma-
chine has safely treated
hundreds of thousands of
tonnes of salmon in Nor-
way and Scotland.

“It is extremely regret-
table we lost fish at
Greshornish which we be-
lieve was the result of treat-
ing fish that had been
weakened from other treat-
ments, particularly for

> method under spotlight as 6,000 mmr dic.

amoebic gill disease, in the
preceding two months.
“The Greshornish experi-
ence has understandably
raised much internal and ex-
ternal discussion. In partic-
ular, it highlights the fine
line in judgment required on

how and when we treat our |

fish stocks. We aim to pre-
vent this happening again by
raising awareness with staff
and increased training,”

MARKETS
FTSE’s
record
run
over

The FTSE 100 ended its
longest record closing
streak in history on
Monday, while the
pound failed to recover
from three-month lows.
London’s blue chip in-
dex closed lower by
0.15% at 7,327.13,
weighed down by bank-
ing and energy stocks on
the back of Brexit jitters
and oil supply worries.
It is the FTSE 100’s
first negative close since
the end & December
and puts an end to a his:
toric winning streak af-
ter finishing at a record
high for 12 trading ses-
sions in a row.
Meanwhile, Brexit

" concerns were taking-a

bite out of the pound.

Sterling was down
over 1% against the US
dollar at 1.204 after dip-
ping to its lowest level
since the October “flash
crash” at 1198 late Sun-
day evening.

The pound was down
nearly 0.9% against the
euro at 1.135.

It comes as Prime
Minister Theresa May
prepares to set out her
approach to the Brexit
negotiations in a major
speech today.
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