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Big in Japan: Lousy Tartan Salmon 

 

 
 

- New photos reveal welfare abuse at The Scottish Salmon Company in Sound of Gigha 

- 100,000+ dead fish due to Pancreas Disease, gill diseases & mechanical treatments 

- Lice loads of over 30 parasites per fish at Druimyeon Bay salmon farm 

- Salmon Gill Poxvirus, Winter Ulcer, Proliferative Gill Disease & Amoebic Gill Disease 

- Scottish Government shamelessly promotes disease-ridden 'Tartan Salmon' in Japan 

 

Photos published by the Scottish Government's Fish Health Inspectorate reveal the dark 

underbelly of the UK's number one food export.  An inspection of The Scottish Salmon 

Company's Druimyeon Bay salmon farm in the Sound of Gigha in November 2019 

(published online on 7 February 2020) reveals over 100,000 dead Scottish salmon due to 

Pancreas Disease, Proliferative Gill Disease, Amoebic Gill Disease and Thermolicer/ 

Hydrolicer treatments since June 2019 [1] with over 3.7 million dead  farm salmon in 469 

'Mortality Event Reports' at The Scottish Salmon Company since 2017 [2].   
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"Druimyeon Bay was visited following reports from the business that mortality levels at the 

site had been high," stated the Fish Health Inspectorate visit report dated 7 January 2020.  

"This increase had been attributed to Pancreas Disease and gill health challenges including 

Proliferative Gill Disease and Amoebic Gill Disease.  Handling and post treatment losses 

were also reported." 

 

 
 

The Fish Health Inspectorate 'Case Information' detailed ten mortality events totalling over 

100,000 dead farmed salmon between June and October 2019 at Druimyeon Bay.   
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According to the Fish Health Inspectorate report, all five samples of farmed salmon tested by 

inspectors in November 2019 were severely moribund with some fish reporting a strong 

presence of haemorrhaging on the ventrum, extremely pale gills, lesions and yellow pseudo-

faeces in the gut.  Two of the farmed salmon sampled had lice loads of over thirty. 
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Last year, The Scottish Salmon Company targeted the Japanese market via their 'Tartan 

Salmon' brand (supported by the Scottish Government and Scottish Development 

International). 

 

 
 

Scotland’s External Affairs Secretary Fiona Hyslop said in October 2019 via a Scottish 

Government news release:  

 

"Scotland’s reputation for quality extends across our entire food and drink sector. Along with 

salmon, our seafood fits well with the demands of discerning Japanese customers." 
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"Discerning customers - be they from Japan, China or other export markets - should avoid 

'healthy' Scottish salmon like the proverbial plague," said Don Staniford, Director of Scottish 

Salmon Watch.  "If Asian consumers knew the whole truth about Scottish salmon, 'Tartan 

Salmon' would be about as welcome as Coronavirus."   

 

 

 
 

"Scotland's reputation for quality food is being dragged through the mud by disease-ridden 

Scottish salmon," continued Staniford, author of 'Scottish Scamon'.  "Dare to look under 

Scottish salmon's tartan kilt and consumers are in for a nasty shock.  Scottish salmon is a 

lousy choice for environmental, welfare and health reasons.  Please boycott Tartan Salmon!" 
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New mortality data published last week (7 February 2020) by the Scottish Government's Fish 

Health Inspectorate reveals that The Scottish Salmon Company (recently bought by 

Faroese/Norwegian-owned Bakkafrost) has reported over 300,000 dead farmed salmon in 27 

separate 'Mortality Event Reports' at Druimyeon Bay alone since 2017 (in total The Scottish 

Salmon Company has reported over 3.7 million dead  farm salmon in 469 'Mortality Event 

Reports' since 2017). 

 

 

 
 

Watch video footage of mass mortalities inside a skip at the nearby Strondoir Bay salmon 

farm also operated by The Scottish Salmon Company: 
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Here's the true faces of 'Tartan Salmon' which consumers at Genki Sushi in Japan will not be 

familiar with.    
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The marketing image of "responsibly sourced" Tartan Salmon presented by The Scottish 

Salmon Company is certainly a different one. 
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Photographs taken by the Scottish Government's Fish Health Inspectorate - published in April 

2019 - reveal severely damaged farmed salmon at The Scottish Salmon Company's Strondoir 

Bay salmon farm in Loch Fyne in February 2019.  
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Here's mouth-watering nay award-winning 'Tartan Salmon' farmed by The Scottish Salmon 

Company at Maaey in the Outer Hebrides (the photos were published on 15 October 2019 by 

the Scottish Government's Fish Health Inspectorate).  
 

 

 

And more freshly sampled 'Tartan Salmon' from The Scottish Salmon Company's salmon 

farm at nearby Maragay Mor in June 2019 (photos published on 15 October 2019 by the 

Scottish Government's Fish Health Inspectorate).  
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In June 2019, STV News broadcast gruesome video footage of diseased and deformed fish at 

The Scottish Salmon Company's farm at Aird in Loch Shieldaig. 

 

 In September 2018, the BBC 'One Show' broadcast shocking video footage of lice-infested 

fish at The Scottish Salmon Company's farm at Vacasay in Loch Roag. 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/stv-news-abuse-video-sparks-major-investigation-at-fish-farm.html
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Given the shocking welfare abuse on Scottish salmon farms it is not surprising that lawyers 

acting for The Scottish Salmon Company tried desperately to block publication 

(unsuccessfully as it turned out)! 
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Earlier this month, Scottish Salmon Watch published a Photo Dossier of Diseased, Deformed 

& Abused Scottish Salmon (including 'Tartan Salmon' farmed by The Scottish Salmon 

Company - previously owned by Swiss/Ukrainian financial interests).   

 

Read more via:  

The Faces of Scottish Salmon - the Ugly Truth Exposed 

The Case Against Scottish Salmon 

Maaey Day for The Scottish Salmon Company  

The Severely Damaged Scottish Salmon Company - For Sale Now! 

Scottish Salmon's Mort Mountain Piles Ever Higher in 2019 

Mmmm Blind Scottish Salmon with Boils, Anyone? 

'Abuse' video sparks major investigation at fish farm 

STV News on Scottish Salmon's Welfare Nightmare - watch online now! 

‘Sick’ salmon film prompts government probe into Scottish fish farm 

Frankenfish Video - The Ugly Face of Lousy Scottish Salmon 

Disease-ridden Scottish Salmon 

New Report - "The State of Scottish Salmon Farming in 2018" 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/report-scottish-scamon-feb-2019-3-scottish-salmon-company.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/the-faces-of-scottish-salmon-the-ugly-truth-exposed.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-the-case-against-scottish-salmon-6-jan-2020.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/10/maaey-day-for-the-scottish-salmon-company-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/the-damaged-scottish-salmon-company-for-sale-now.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/08/mortality-information-published-this-month-by-the-scottish-governments-fish-health-inspectorate-makes-for-grim-reading-for-sc.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/08/mmmm-blind-scottish-salmon-with-boil-lesions-anyone-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/stv-news-abuse-video-sparks-major-investigation-at-fish-farm.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/stv-news-on-scottish-salmon-welfare-nightmare-watch-online-now.html
https://theferret.scot/shieldaig-salmon-farm-probe/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/my-entry.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/04/mortalities-disease-at-the-scottish-salmon-company-2017-2019.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/03/the-sorry-state-of-scottish-salmon-farming-in-2018.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/photo-dossier-of-fhi-case-information-feb-2020.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/photo-dossier-of-fhi-case-information-feb-2020.pdf


Contact: 

 

Don Staniford: 07771 541826 (salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com) 

 

Notes to Editors: 

 

[1]  'Case Information' published online on 7 February 2020 by the Scottish Government's 

Fish Health Inspectorate includes: 
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Download the Fish Health Inspectorate's 'Case Information' in full online here (from p13) 

 

 

[2] The Scottish Government published updated mortality data for salmon farms up to the end 

of December 2019 online on 7 February 2020. 
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Since 2017, The Scottish Salmon Company has reported over 3.7 million dead farmed 

salmon in 469 'Mortality Event Reports' (for 96 events numbers of dead fish were "not 

provided" or "not disclosed" so the figure could be over 5 million).  Here's the top 100 

'Mortality Event Reports': 
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Updated mortality data which will include January 2020 mortalities should be posted by the 

Scottish Government online in early March 2020 

 

Read more background on mass mortalities on Scottish salmon farms via: 

Update: Mass Mortalities Piling Up at Scottish Salmon 

Update: Mortalities & Disease Decimating Scottish Salmon 

Solving Scottish Salmon's Multi-Million Mortality Problem 

Mass Mortalities & Disease Ravage Scottish Salmon Farms (& It's Going to Get Worse!)  

Scottish Salmon's Mort Mountain Piles Ever Higher in 2019 

Media Backgrounder: Scottish Salmon's Mort Mountain - Leaping to Record Levels in 

2018?  

 

 
 

More videos online here 
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