
$camon $cotland, 11 April 2023 

EXPOSED: “Disappointing” Breaches of Biosecurity at ASC-Certified Mowi 
- FOI disclosure reveals net failures at Colonsay & North Uist caused escapes at Mowi

- Call to close salmon farms & fine repeat offenders 
- Mowi’s certification as ‘responsible’ via the ASC “must be rescinded” 
- Mowi has reported over 433,000 escapes since 1999 via 30+ incidents 

- Over 700,000 farmed fish officially reported as escaped in Scotland since 2012 with ca. 4
million escapees since 1998 

A Freedom of Information disclosure by the Scottish Government lifts the lid on biosecurity 
breaches and net failures in relation to mass escapes by Mowi at their Colonsay salmon farm in 
Argyll & Bute and Greanem (Grey Horse Channel Outer) salmon farm in North Uist [1].  

Mowi’s Greanem salmon farm - which reported an escape of 15,000 to 20,000 fish in June 2022 
- was certified by the Aquaculture Stewardship Council as ‘responsible’ in April 2022; and 
Mowi’s Colonsay salmon farm – which reported an escape of 32,463 fish in June 2022 - was 
certified by the Aquaculture Stewardship Council as ‘responsible’ in July 2022.  

$camon $cotland is now calling on the ASC to cancel the certification of Mowi’s Colonsay and 
Greanem (Grey Horse Channel Outer) salmon farms as ‘responsible’ and is calling on the 
Scottish Government to immediately close down salmon farms which repeatedly breach 
biosecurity and fine serial offenders such as Mowi [2].  

“The Scottish Government should close the net on breaches of biosecurity at salmon farms 
across Scotland,” said Don Staniford, Director of $camon $cotland. “Closures should start at 
sites with an appalling track record on escapes such as Mowi’s Colonsay, Greanem, Hellisay and
Carradale salmon farms.  Disease-ridden salmon farming is a noose around the neck of Scotland 
strangling the lifeblood out of wildlife tourism, wild fisheries and the aquatic environment.  The 
growing problems of mass escapes, biosecurity breaches and mass mortalities exposes the 
irresponsible nature of Scottish salmon farming industry.  The Aquaculture Stewardship Council 
should immediately withdraw their ‘responsible’ certification from Mowi’s faulty feedlots.  
Shame on supermarkets for greenwashing Scottish salmon.” 

https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/ASC01965/
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_escapes_record.aspx?escape_id=443
https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/ASC01791/
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_escapes_record.aspx?escape_id=444
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-backgrounder-breaches-biosecurity-escapes-seals-nets-sg-disclosure-february-2023.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/photos-rope-damage---202300340514---ghc---net-images---1c.pdf


The Scottish Government’s FOI disclosure on breaches of biosecurity at salmon farms reveals:

“Ministers and communication colleagues will wish to be aware that we have received a final 
notification from the fish escape incident at a Mowi fish farming site in Colonsay from June this 
year,” reported the Scottish Government in a briefing to the Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs 
and Islands in October 2022.  “The estimated number of fish escaped is between 15,000-
20,000….the incident was attributed to a passive grading event which took place on 14 June 
when it is believed that the froyer ring connection had failed, adding strain to the already 
weakened net structure causing it to tear.” 

“This latest escape event is disappointing,” reported the Scottish Government in a briefing to the 
Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and Islands in October 2022.  “The Fish Health Inspectorate 
has attended site to conduct an investigation and will make recommendations in order
to avoid similar events in future.  The Scottish Government is working to support fish farms 
towards the goal of 100% containment.  In our response to the Salmon Interactions Working 
Group report last year, we committed to strengthening the escapes regulatory regime
and to work towards introducing fines for fish farm escapes…..We will publish a revised 
Technical Standard for Scottish Finfish Aquaculture to further improve containment of farmed 
fish.”

A Scottish Government report on the mass escape at Mowi’s Colonsay salmon farm in June 2022
included: 

“Colonsay fish farm has reported 6 escape incidents and near misses since 2019, with 73,000 fish
lost in 2020 in a storm event,” reported the Scottish Government in a briefing to the Minister for 
Environment and Land Reform and Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and Islands in September
2022.  “The details of the escape incident will be uploaded to Scotland’s Aquaculture
Website next week.  We expect that there will be media activity at a future date.  Past
events of this scale have attracted significant media attention.  Holding communication lines for 
the weekend are provided.” 

The Scottish Government wrote to Mowi in September 2022: “We can appreciate that there
have been operational issues which have made the calculation of the number of escaped fish 
problematic.  However, the provision and publication of a very broad range for the number of 
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escaped fish may present further issues in relation to the record keeping and husbandry 
operations of an aquaculture site and aquaculture production business (APB).  We think the final 
notification should reflect any discrepancy in fish numbers following consideration of the official
records of movements and mortalities required to be maintained by the authorisation conditions 
placed on Mowi Scotland Ltd to operate as an APB.”

Mowi “presented information regarding the discrepancies in fish numbers across the
pens at the Colonsay site” reported the Scottish Government in September 2022.  “These 
discrepancies have been due to fish health issues and problems in recording mortalities across the
site…..Mowi Scotland Ltd will calculate the discrepancies across the cages which received
fish from the pen suffering the breach in containment, minus the average discrepancy per pen 
due to mortalities at the site.”

“I do not propose to record the number of escaped fish until we receive a more accurate figure,” 
reported the Scottish Government in September 2022.  “The margins of error on fish transferred 
to the site for ongrowing and in recording mortalities that have been removed are causing Mowi 
Scotland Ltd difficulties in their calculations.  However, I have proposed that the number of 
escaped fish should be the discrepancy from the official census records of live movements, 
harvests and mortalities.  I think recording and publishing such a large range in figures would 
result in criticism of the record keeping and husbandry operations, which rely on the stock 
census, at aquaculture sites.”

“It has been very difficult to establish an exact number in relation to this incident, the site 
experienced two high mortality events precipitated by PD in the first instance and then AGD
affecting weak fish, number control of dead fish was not easy as weather affected removal of 
fresh fish,” reported Mowi in September 2022.  “C5 was split out over four cages , these four 
cages all suffered a count loss but were also mixed during harvest uplift with cages with a 
positive number completion but taking all this into consideration and the average loss from each 
cage we believe the realistic loss total from this incident to be 15-20k.”

Mowi claimed in December 2022: “There are new nets on order with upgraded construction and 
materials….Scale AQ manufacturer of Aqualine system pens have completed a inspection and 
repair and maintenance for Colonsay cages….HDPE knotted netting will be used as a upgrade to 
standard conventional Seal Pro style netting.”

“I’m not sure that Mowi Scotland Ltd have fully understood what was required,” stated the 
Scottish Government in an email in January 2023.  “They have conducted work to repair, 
service, replace or refurbish the equipment, however, the documented reviews were also to 
consider whether the procedures and equipment in place were adequate or if they required 
improvement.  The decisions on whether to change procedures and equipment or not being 
documented by the reviews.  The new equipment designs being trialled are fine but the 
documented reviews should have established the considerations for making the changes.  Do 
they have evidence of these discussions and decisions to satisfy the requirement for
documented review?  Perhaps these are just recorded in communications between
themselves and manufacturers/service companies?  Or they haven’t really conducted
a documented review and have only asked suppliers to improve the equipment spec?”
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“MOWI are trialling some new gear out at Colonsay following the escape that occurred last 
year,” stated the Scottish Government in an email in January 2023.

“Site staff attributed the damage to a seal in the first instance, however, following investigation 
the incident was attributed to a passive grading event which took place on 14th June 2022 when 
it is believed that the froyer ring connection had failed, adding strain to the already weakened net
structure causing it to tear,” stated the Scottish Government in an undated report on the mass 
escape at Mowi’s Colonsay salmon farm in June 2022.  “Divers repaired the 1m hole in the net 
of cage 5 on the same day the seal was observed in the cage.  The fish were moved into four 
other cages on the site and the net removed for repairs.  All the froyer ring connection points (16 
per cage) across the site are currently being replaced.  The winch dyneema lifting ropes and the 
tension bar bolts are also being replaced across the site……Following the breach in containment 
on 16/06/2022, recommendations have been made for improvement in relation to the selection 
and installation of pens and moorings, taking into consideration the environmental conditions 
that are experienced at the site, factoring in adequate safety margins to prevent any future 
failures in the weighting system.  Recommendations for improvement were also made with 
regard to the standard operating procedure and inspection plan for pen and mooring components.
The standard operating procedure for raising and lowering the weighting system should also be 
improved to ensure that these procedures are carefully planned and supervised to minimise any 
risk of escape.  The site specific predator risk assessment should also be reviewed and improved 
to ensure that the equipment and farm design are sufficient in protecting the fish from predators.”

“Salmon farmers are far too quick to point the finger at seals even when basic net failures are to 
blame for mass escapes,” concluded Staniford.  “These latest escape incidents at Mowi’s 
Colonsay and Greanem salmon farms – both greenwashed by the ASC - blow out of the water 
claims that offshore farming is environmentally responsible.  Official data obtained from the 
Scottish Government* reveals that 713,331 farmed fish escaped since 2012 at an average of 
64,848 fish per year – leaving the goal of 100% containment dead in the water along with 
millions of disease-ridden Scottish farmed salmon.  Since 1998, around 4 million farmed fish 
have escaped from Scottish salmon’s incontinent operations – any more leaks and Mowi will 
ditch Gordon Ramsay’s Next Level Chef to sponsor incontinence pads.”

* Data obtained via Freedom of Information from the Scottish Government in February 2023

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/mowi-colonsay-breaches-of-biosecurity.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2014/03/scottish-salmons-great-escape-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/01/observer-scottish-salmon-farms-facing-boycott-call-as-fish-deaths-double.html
https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/mowi-colonsay-escape-2022-seal-approval---202300340514---c--escape-report---3a.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/mowi-colonsay-escape-2022-seal-approval---202300340514---c--escape-report---3a.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/mowi-colonsay-breaches-of-biosecurity.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/mowi-colonsay-breaches-of-biosecurity.pdf


Contact:  

Don Staniford: 07771 541826 (salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com) 

Notes to Editors:

[1]  Download the Scottish Government’s FOI disclosure on 28 February 2023 in full online here

[2]  Letter to the Scottish Government dated 10 April 2023 – read online here

Letter to the Aquaculture Stewardship Council dated 10 April 2023 – read online here 
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Media Backgrounder: There’s No Escaping Biosecurity Breaches at Salmon Farms!

Information disclosed by the Scottish Government via FOI-2023-00340514 on 28 February 2023
included a briefing to the Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and Islands (Mairi Gougeon) in 
October 2022 following a mass escape of 15,000 to 20,000 farmed salmon at Mowi’s Colonsay 
salmon farm in June 2022 (just weeks before the site was certified as ‘responsible’ by the ASC):

The mass escape of 15,000 to 20,000 farmed salmon in June 2022 was reported by the Scottish 
Government but has still not been reported by the media.  An escape of 73,684 from Mowi’s 
Colonsay salmon farm was reported by the media in January 2020 with Mowi admitting a 
“structural failure” and a review of the net pen’s manufacturing process.   
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Mowi struggled to report an accurate figure for the number of escaped salmon from their ASC-
certified Colonsay farm in June 2022 due to “operational issues”.  The Scottish Government 
reported in an email dated 28 September 2022:

Another email from the Scottish Government dated 20 September 2022 included:
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An email from the Scottish Government to Mowi dated 20 September 2022 referred to 
“operational issues which have made the calculation of the number of escaped fish problematic”:

A briefing to the Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and Islands (Mairi Gougeon) and the 
Minister for Environment and Land Reform (Mairi McAllan) dated 16 September 2022 included:
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An ‘Initial Notification’ of the Colonsay escape by Mowi on 16 June 2022 gave no specific 
numbers but detailed:

A ‘Final Notification’ of the Colonsay escape by Mowi in 29 September 2022 detailed:
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A Scottish Government report (undated) on the Colonsay escape included:
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A Fish Health Inspectorate Visit Report dated 12 October 2022 included:

In January 2023, Mowi was asked by the Scottish Government to provide more evidence on the 
measures taken to prevent future escapes at Colonsay:
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Here’s the official escapes report for Colonsay published by the Scottish Government:

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_escapes_record.aspx?escape_id=444
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/mowi-colonsay-breaches-of-biosecurity.pdf
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_escapes_record.aspx?escape_id=444


Notice that the Colonsay escape took place on 16 June 2022 – just four days before the ASC 
announced an initial audit of the Mowi salmon farm and just over a month before the ASC 
certified the Colonsay salmon farm as ‘responsible’:

The ASC ‘Salmon Standard’ published in September 2022 includes:
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Since Mowi’s Colonsay salmon farm has reported six escape incidents since the site was 
established in 2015 (under controversial circumstances) – including 15,000 to 20,000 escapees in
June 2022 and 73,684 escapees in January 2020 – it begs the question: why the f**k is Mowi’s 
Colonsay salmon farm currently certified as ‘responsible’ by the ASC up to July 2025?
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https://www.asc-aqua.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/ASC-Salmon-Standard-v1.4-Final.pdf
https://www.asc-aqua.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/ASC-Salmon-Standard-v1.4-Final.pdf
https://www.asc-aqua.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/ASC-Salmon-Standard-v1.4-Final.pdf
https://www.asc-aqua.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/ASC-Salmon-Standard-v1.4-Final.pdf
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_escapes.aspx


Photos disclosed by the Scottish Government via FOI-2023-00340514 on 28 February 2023 
reveal how net failures led to another mass escape at Mowi’s Greanem (Grey Horse Channel 
Outer) salmon farm in North Uist in June 2022 (three months after being certified by the ASC in 
April 2022).  

https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/ASC01791/
https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/ASC01791/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/photos-rope-damage---202300340514---ghc---net-images---1c.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/photos-rope-damage---202300340514---ghc---net-images---1c.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/photos-rope-damage---202300340514---ghc---net-images---1c.pdf


Mowi’s ‘Initial Notification’ of the Greanem escape on 2 June 2022 cited ‘net failure’ as the 
primary cause and detailed PGD (Proliferative Gill Disease) and complex gill pathology:

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/mowi-greanem-escape-2022-2.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/photos-rope-damage---202300340514---ghc---net-images---1c.pdf


Mowi’s ‘Final Notification’ dated 13 September 2022 detailed 32,463 fish as escaping from the 
ASC-certified site at Greanem (Grey Horse Channel Outer) on 2 June 2022:

The Scottish Government wrote to Mowi on 23 June 2022:

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/mowi-grey-horse-breaches-of-biosecurity.pdf
https://www.asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/ASC01791/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/mowi-greanem-escape-2022-approval---202300340514---ghc---final-notification---1a.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/mowi-greanem-escape-2022-approval---202300340514---ghc---final-notification---1a.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/mowi-greanem-escape-2022-approval---202300340514---ghc---final-notification---1a.pdf


Here’s the Scottish Government report detailing 32,463 escapees (with zero fish recovered):

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_escapes_record.aspx?escape_id=443
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/mowi-grey-horse-breaches-of-biosecurity.pdf
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_escapes_record.aspx?escape_id=443


A briefing to the Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and Islands (Mairi Gougeon) and the 
Minister for Environment and Land Reform (Mairi McAllan) dated 16 September 2022 included:

An Scottish Government report dated 16 August 2022 on the Greanem (Grey Horse Channel 
Outer) escape included: 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/mowi-greanam-escape-report.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/mowi-colonsay-breaches-of-biosecurity.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/mowi-colonsay-breaches-of-biosecurity.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/mowi-colonsay-breaches-of-biosecurity.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/mowi-greanam-escape-report.pdf


https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/mowi-greanam-escape-report.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/mowi-greanam-escape-report.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/mowi-greanam-escape-report.pdf


Mowi is a serial offender in terms of mass escapes with over 433,000 fish officially reported as 
escaped since 1999 – including the following incidents reported by the Scottish Government: 

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_escapes.aspx
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/mowi-greanam-escape-report.pdf


$camon $cotland reported in August 2022:

Read more via: 56% Mortality at RSPCA Assured Mowi (but don't worry, it's certified as 
"farmed responsibly" by the Aquaculture Stewardship Council)!

Mortality data published by the Scottish Environment Protection Agency reveal that Mowi’s 
ASC-certified Greanem (Grey Horse Channel Outer) salmon farm reported 67 tonnes of morts in
June 2022; 53 tonnes of morts in May 2022; 46 tonnes in April 2022 and 70 tonnes in March 
2022.  

Mortality data published by the Scottish Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate on 8 March 
2023 included 13 ‘Mortality Event Reports’ at Mowi’s Greanem (Grey Horse Channel Outer) 
salmon farm totalling 176,895 dead fish during 2022:

https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=296
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=296
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=633
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=605
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=599
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=599
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/08/56-mortality-at-rspca-assured-mowi-in-outer-hebrides-its-certified-as-responsibly-farmed-by-the-aqua.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/08/56-mortality-at-rspca-assured-mowi-in-outer-hebrides-its-certified-as-responsibly-farmed-by-the-aqua.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/08/56-mortality-at-rspca-assured-mowi-in-outer-hebrides-its-certified-as-responsibly-farmed-by-the-aqua.html
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1561970653657538560


Mowi is suspected of killing seals illegally.  The Ferret reported in December 2022:

https://theferret.scot/bullet-shell-found-at-western-isles-fish-farm/


Read more via:
Mowi has not reported a seal killed at Groatay since March 2018 - how can a loose bullet casing 
survive over 4 years on a stormy salmon pen?!
"Loose Bullet Casing" found at Mowi salmon farm - the £10,000 smoking gun to prosecute for 
illegal killing of seals? 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/12/illegal-seal-killed-by-mowi-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/12/illegal-seal-killed-by-mowi-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/12/official-stats-mowi-has-not-reported-a-seal-killed-at-groatay-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/12/official-stats-mowi-has-not-reported-a-seal-killed-at-groatay-.html

