
Scottish Salmon Watch, 17 June 2020

Salmon Farms Caught Between the Devil & the Deep Blue Sea

- FOI disclosure by SNH (Nature Scotland) raises alarm bells on ADDs
- Scottish Greens call for a ban on all ADDs including lower frequency Genuswave 

- Genuswave claim re. US MMPA compliance "incorrect" says NOAA
- GenusWave's claim that it is endorsed by SNH branded as "inaccurate & misleading"

- £100,000 Scottish Government project report on ADDs due this month (June 2020)
- SNH establish 3km indicative disturbance distance for ADD impacts on cetaceans 
- Salmon farm noise pollution still not captured by JNCC's 'Marine Noise Registry' 

- Tourist operator David Ainsley questions legality of ADDs 
- ADDs banned for use on salmon farms in British Columbia back in 2000

- Install anti-predator nets instead of killing seals & harming cetaceans say campaigners

Documents disclosed via Freedom of Information reveal that Scottish Natural Heritage (re-
renamed Nature Scotland just last month) has been pushing salmon farms to turn down the 
volume on noisy Acoustic Deterrent Devices (ADDs) on salmon farms across Scotland.   

Amendments seeking to include ADDs under the definition of ‘injury’ (in effect outlawing 
their use by salmon farms) have been lodged by the Scottish Greens at Stage 3 of the Animals
and Wildlife Bill which will be debated in the Scottish Parliament later today (17th June) [1].  

The Ferret reported today (17 June 2020):
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Marine Scotland has been pushing back against a ban on ADDs even though their use in 
Special Areas of Conservation such as the Inner Hebrides & the Minches contravenes EU law
and looks likely to trigger a U.S. ban on Scottish salmon.  A Scottish Government report - 
issued as a £100,000 public tender in January 2019 via "Improve understanding of use, 
impact and efficacy of ADDs in aquaculture" - is scheduled to report in June 2020 [2].  

Faced with the prospect of an export ban to the United States - the largest export market 
valued at £180 million per year - "multiple farms" in Scotland have reportedly been installing
'GenusWave' technology over the last few months.  GenusWave claims to be 
"environmentally friendly" and is approved by the Aquaculture Stewardship Council [3].  

GenusWave claims their 'Targeted Acoustic Startling Technology' is in compliance with the 
Marine Mammal Protection Act.  However, NOAA told Scottish Salmon Watch earlier this 
month that this is incorrect and SNH's alleged support for GenusWave was branded in 2018 
by SNH as "inaccurate and misleading" [4].  
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A report - "Influences of lower-frequency Acoustic Deterrent Devices (ADDs) on cetaceans 
in Scottish coastal waters" - published in June 2018 by the Scottish Aquaculture Research 
Forum (SARF) provided "no strong evidence" that so-called 'lower-frequency' ADDs would 
significantly reduce risk of acoustic impacts on harbour porpoises.  "The present experiment 
has shown that use of continuous operation Lower-Frequency ADD signals cannot be 
assumed to entirely reduce collateral impacts of noise on non-target species such as 
porpoises" [5].  

A scientific paper - "Mapping widespread and increasing underwater noise pollution from 
acoustic deterrent devices" - published in Marine Pollution in October 2018 concluded that: 
"ADDs are a significant and chronic source of underwater noise on the Scottish west coast 
with potential adverse impacts on target (pinniped) and non-target (e.g. cetaceans) species, 
which requires further study and improved monitoring and regulatory strategies" [6].

The move towards lower frequency ADDs and ADDs using 'Patrol Mode' (i.e. not on 
continuously) follows a complaint filed with the European Commission by tourist operator 
David Ainsley in March 2018 [7].  

A previous FOI disclosure by SNH in 2018 revealed that the majority of salmon farms 
employed ADDs and ca. two thirds (68%) had ADDs switched on all the time [8].  

In March 2018, the Scottish Parliament's salmon farming inquiry raised concerns about the 
continuous use of ADDs on salmon farms [9].  

Earlier this month the Scottish Greens voiced concerns on ADD use on salmon farms calling 
for a ban.

 

Mark Ruskell told Shetland News (7 June 2020): "While I welcome the long-awaited action 
on seal killing, the timing suggests it may be more about making sure Scottish Salmon stays 
on American plates than any real consideration for animal protection.  But there is a real 
danger that when the licensed killing of seals is removed, the industry falls back on acoustic 
deterrent devices which torture and injure not just seals, but whales, dolphins and porpoises 
too.  That’s why it’s absolutely vital that this step doesn’t cause as much damage as its 
preventing.  These devices must be included in the ban, and if ministers won’t commit I will 
introduce an amendment to stop this cruel practice".
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Scottish Salmon Watch's call in September 2018 for salmon farms to be included in JNCC's 
'Marine Noise Registry' has thus far fallen on deaf ears.  In January 2020, JNCC conceded in 
a FOI reply that noise from ADDs used by salmon farms "is currently one of the largest gaps 
in data collection" [10].

In 2000, the use of ADDs was banned on salmon farms in British Columbia [11].  

In 2017 (in reply to a Parliamentary inquiry from Peter Chapman MSP), SNH's Dr. Caroline 
Carter and Cathy Tilbrook wrote: "An outright ban on the use of acoustic deterrent devices 
would be likely to lead to increased demand for seal shooting licences".

As the salmon farming industry is dragged kicking and screaming away from ADD use, new 
figures published this month by Marine Scotland reveal that salmon farmers are going on a 
seal-killing spree with the number of seals killed in the first quarter of 2020 double that of the
first quarter of 2019 (read more via: "Seal shooting at fish farms doubles before ban").  

"Salmon farmers are caught between the devil of killing seals and the deep blue sea of noisy 
Acoustic Deterrent Devices which harm cetaceans," said Don Staniford, Director of Scottish 
Salmon Watch who today wrote to Scottish Ministers and the U.S. Government voicing 
concerns.  "Noisy ADDs need to be turned off completely not just turned down.  SNH is 
caught in the crossfire between the U.S. regulations which prohibit the killing and harming of
marine mammals and the foreign-owned salmon farming industry which resorts to the 
cheapest option.  Instead of protecting seals and cetaceans, Marine Scotland has been 
desperately trying to shield the salmon farming industry from the added costs of anti-predator
nets.  The latest killing spree of seals by salmon farming companies illustrates how this 
morally repugnant industry is ethically and environmentally bankrupt."  

"Grieg Seafood has invested in 'eco-nets' and completely eliminated the killing of seals 
whereas Mowi, Scottish Sea Farms and The Scottish Salmon Company are still slaughtering 
seals and harming cetaceans via noisy ADDs," continued Staniford.   "Turning down the 
volume on ADDs via targeted solutions such as GenusWave is simply not good enough.  To 
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comply with EU and US legislation, there must surely be an immediate and unconditional 
ban on the use of ADDs on salmon farms.  If salmon farms cannot avoid harming marine life 
then they should move out of the way - and that means moving off migration routes for 
cetaceans and salmonids as well as relocating away from nursery areas for seals and other 
protected species.  The lethal nature of factory fish farming is why consumers are turning 
away from cheap and nasty Scottish salmon." 

The FOI disclosure by SNH in April 2020 - "FOI Backgrounder: ADDs, Seals, Cetaceans & 
Salmon Farms" - included: 

Scottish Sea Farms committed in their 'Sound of Mull ADD Deployment Plan' (January 
2019) to "completely phase out the use of ADDs in the Sound of Mull" beyond 2021 "once 
all farm have been upgraded to polyethylene nets with improved net tensioning".      

Scottish Sea Farms pledged in relation to their Fishnish salmon farm in the Sound of Mull 
(where a humpback whale was killed in 2014) an "intention to remove ADDs from all farms 
in 2021 once cage nets are fully upgraded": 

Documents disclosed by SNH via FOI in April 2020 reveal that The Scottish Salmon 
Company claims to shoot seals "as a last resort" even though the installation of anti-predator 
nets is not common practice. 
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Whilst some salmon farming companies continue to kill seals and rely on ADDs instead of 
anti-predator nets, others such as Grieg Seafood has not shot a seal since December 2017 and 
have reported zero use of ADDs.   

In September 2019, SNH admitted that a salmon farm proposal by Grieg Seafood for Loch 
Dunvegan on the Isle of Skye would not have any significant effects.  "They [Grieg Seafood] 
have committed not to use ADDs," wrote SNH in a letter to Highland Council dated 6 
September 2019.  "They state that this equipment has been successfully used in Shetland with
no predation by seals, no need for ADDs and no seals shot". 

In February 2019, SNH questioned "inconsistency" in Mowi's application for a new salmon 
farm at the Isle of Scalpay.  "Some farms are able to operate without ADDs with the newer 
stronger nets," wrote SNH's Dr. Caroline Carter in an email dated 12 February 2019 in reply 
to Mowi's claim that "removing the option to use ADDs puts potential pressure on the welfare
of farmed fish and the protection of seals".    

"Conclusive evidence is not what is required," wrote SNH's Caroline Carter in an email dated
12 February 2019 in reply to Mowi's claim that there was "little scientific evidence which 
provides conclusive data on the impact of ADDs".  "There is enough scientific evidence in 
existence to highlight the potential, and as far as I'm aware under Natura that's sufficient," 
continued SNH's Dr. Caroline Carter in an internal email to SNH's Kirsty North.  

Map: Noise pollution at salmon farms around the Isle of Skye (source: SNH)

In January 2019, SNH criticised Mowi's policy of using ADDs rather than predator nets.  
"The company's policy is to use ADDs rather than predator nets, and they cite potential 
entanglement as the reason for not deploying predator nets," wrote SNH's Dr. Caroline Carter
to SNH colleagues in an email dated 29 January 2019 in relation to Mowi's new Isle of 
Scalpay salmon farm.  "Thus is a new farm application, and therefore we should ask them to 
first consider operating the site without using ADDs at all (as per our draft guidance).  There 
are nets available now that are thought to prevent seal predation without needing other 
measures.  For example Seal Pro netting https://www.garwarefibres.com/product/sapphire-
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sealpro/ this has/is being proposed by other companies.  If they are procuring new kit for this 
site, then that's the perfect time to look at other options".  

Read more via: 
Protective nets reduce Scottish Sea Farms seal cull
Predator nets reduce seal cull by a third
All Cooke Scotland sites to be seal-proof by end of 2019
Strong Nets Save Seals – So Why Isn’t Everyone Using Them?
Seal killing slips through the net
Drive to end seal shooting in Shetland

"Appendix 5.5a details the company's commitment to achieving ASC certification, and within
this, there is a limit to the number of days the ADD system is in operation to less than or 
equal to 40% of the time the site is stocked," continued SNH's Dr. Caroline Carter in January 
2019 .  "This could be a significant amount of time, and so my feeling is that we should be 
aiming for a lower proportion than this". 

Mowi's reliance on ADDs and the killing of seals - rather and installing anti-predator nets - is 
laid bare in their 'Acoustic Deterrent Device Deployment Guidance'.  

Here's one example dated September 2019 for their RSPCA Assured salmon farm at 
Carradale in Kilbrannan Sound (scene of a mass mortality of 300,000 farmed salmon which 
were skinned alive in 2018): 
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In July 2019, the team at St. Andrews University behind GenusWave admitted that "a range 
of manufacturers with devices on fish farms have made unsubstantiated claims with regard to 
being 'cetacean/dolphin/porpoise friendly' or posing 'no risk to hearing damage'".  "To our 
knowledge, none of these claims are actually backed up by any publication in the scientific 
literature, even though the University of St. Andrews is sometimes falsely quoted to back up 
these claims," stated the email dated 15 July 2019.  

In July 2017, SNH wrote to Marine Scotland stating that "there is sufficient evidence, both 
empirical and modelled, to show that ADDs can cause disturbance and displacement of 
cetaceans". 
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Read more background via:
Seal scarers used by fish farms branded ‘sonic torture’
Greens want ban on seal scarers 
Seals in the Cross-Hairs of the Scottish Parliament
Seal shooting at fish farms doubles before ban
Ban on seal shooting must be watertight
Scottish Salmon's Slaughter of Seals Has Not Stopped! 
Seal shooting by fish farms to be banned to save exports to US
Scottish salmon exports face US ban for ‘cruelty’ to seals
The Cruel Sea - why salmon farming law must change
BBC Countryfile on ADDs impacting on cetaceans 
Sounding Off On Salmon Farms - Acoustic Deterrent Devices evade Marine Noise Registry
SARF report 112: "Influences of lower-frequency Acoustic Deterrent Devices (ADDs) on 
cetaceans in Scottish coastal waters"
The Times: "Noisy fish farms ‘harm other marine life’"
Mapping widespread and increasing underwater noise pollution from acoustic deterrent 
devices
Noise pollution from a salmon farm
Sounding Off About Scotland's Noisy Salmon Farms - Turn Off Acoustic Deterrent Devices 
to Protect Cetaceans
Deafening Impact of Salmon Farms on Cetaceans- "Deliberate & Reckless Disturbance" by 
Acoustic Deterrent Devices Makes Waves?
The National: "Warning salmon farm devices could hit wildlife tourism"
Sunday Herald: "Health of whales, dolphins and porpoises put at risk by underwater alarms"
Fish farm noise pollution threatens whales and dolphins
Cetaceans Sound Alarm On Salmon Farms - new research sparks EC complaint & call to ban 
Acoustic Deterrent Devices
ADDs and flapper skate, Scotland
Mowi’s Noise Pollution - Turn Off All Your Acoustic Deterrent Devices!
Noisy Salmon Farms - Switch Off Acoustic Deterrent Devices Now!

https://vimeo.com/358486857
https://vimeo.com/365265486
https://theferret.scot/whales-noise-pollution-fish-farms/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/scottish-salmon-exports-face-us-ban-for-cruelty-to-seals-t7mwmxggk
https://www.onekind.scot/ban-on-seal-shooting-must-be-watertight/
https://theferret.scot/seal-shooting-doubles-before-ban-comes-into-force/
https://theferret.scot/fish-farm-seal-scarers-scottish-natural-heritage/?utm_source=push
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GAN9wV4rAdw
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/05/press-release-cetaceans-sound-alarm-on-salmon-farms-new-research-sparks-ec-complaint-call-to-ban-aco.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/05/press-release-cetaceans-sound-alarm-on-salmon-farms-new-research-sparks-ec-complaint-call-to-ban-aco.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/05/sunday-herald-health-of-whales-dolphins-and-porpoises-put-at-risk-by-underwater-alarms-.html
https://www.thenational.scot/news/16212119.warning-salmon-farm-devices-could-hit-wildlife-tourism/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-adds-deafening-impact-on-cetaceans-18-april-2018-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-adds-deafening-impact-on-cetaceans-18-april-2018-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/06/sounding-off-about-scotlands-noisy-salmon-farms-turn-off-acoustic-deterrent-devices-to-protect-cetac.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/06/sounding-off-about-scotlands-noisy-salmon-farms-turn-off-acoustic-deterrent-devices-to-protect-cetac.html
https://twitter.com/diveclyde/status/1004996556611817473/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/findlay-et-al-2018-mapping-widespread-increasing-add-noise-mar-poll-bull-oct-2018.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/findlay-et-al-2018-mapping-widespread-increasing-add-noise-mar-poll-bull-oct-2018.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/09/the-times-noisy-fish-farms-harm-other-marine-life.html
https://pure.uhi.ac.uk/portal/en/publications/sarf112--influences-of-lowerfrequency-acoustic-deterrent-devices-adds-on-cetaceans-in-scottish-coastal-waters(063cd4b3-03db-4376-9613-e6f7b0402a8b).html
https://pure.uhi.ac.uk/portal/en/publications/sarf112--influences-of-lowerfrequency-acoustic-deterrent-devices-adds-on-cetaceans-in-scottish-coastal-waters(063cd4b3-03db-4376-9613-e6f7b0402a8b).html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/09/sounding-off-on-salmon-farms-marine-noise-registry-must-include-acoustic-deterrent-devices.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/08/bbc-countryfile-on-adds-impacting-on-cetaceans-.html
https://www.lawscot.org.uk/members/journal/issues/vol-64-issue-08/salmon-farming-law-must-change/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/seal-shooting-by-fish-farms-to-be-banned-to-save-exports-to-us-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/scottish-salmons-slaughter-of-seals-has-not-stopped-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/seals-in-the-cross-hairs-of-the-scottish-parliament-.html
https://www.shetnews.co.uk/2020/06/07/greens-want-ban-on-seal-scarers/


Contact:

Don Staniford: 07771 541826 (salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com)

mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2015/11/protestors-including-alison-johnstone-msp-handing-out-leaflets-outside-ms-in-edinburgh-photo-by-colin-mcpherson-downlo.html
https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/seals


Notes to Editors:

[1]   Here's a list of Amendment selected for Stage 3 of the Animal and Wildlife (Penalties, 
Protection and Powers) (Scotland) Bill which is debated in the Scottish Parliament on 
Wednesday 17 June 2020:

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/113163.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/113163.aspx
https://beta.parliament.scot/-/media/files/legislation/bills/current-bills/animals-and-wildlife-penalties-protections-and-powers-bill/stage-3/marshalled-list-of-amendments-at-stage-3-animals-and-wildlife-penalties-protections-and-powers.pdf
https://beta.parliament.scot/-/media/files/legislation/bills/current-bills/animals-and-wildlife-penalties-protections-and-powers-bill/stage-3/marshalled-list-of-amendments-at-stage-3-animals-and-wildlife-penalties-protections-and-powers.pdf
https://beta.parliament.scot/-/media/files/legislation/bills/current-bills/animals-and-wildlife-penalties-protections-and-powers-bill/stage-3/marshalled-list-of-amendments-at-stage-3-animals-and-wildlife-penalties-protections-and-powers.pdf
https://beta.parliament.scot/-/media/files/legislation/bills/current-bills/animals-and-wildlife-penalties-protections-and-powers-bill/stage-3/marshalled-list-of-amendments-at-stage-3-animals-and-wildlife-penalties-protections-and-powers.pdf


On 3 June 2020, the Scottish Parliament's Environment, Climate Change & Land Reform 
Committee discussed the issue of ADDs and seals killed by salmon farms.

Watch the discussions via Scottish Parliament TV online here

https://www.scottishparliament.tv/meeting/environment-climate-change-and-land-reform-committee-june-3-2020
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/seals-in-the-cross-hairs-of-the-scottish-parliament-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/seals-in-the-cross-hairs-of-the-scottish-parliament-.html
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1268642347551727617
https://twitter.com/salmonresearch/status/1268647594365980672


The written transcript via the Official Report (3 June 2020) includes:

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12674&mode=pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12674&mode=pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12674&mode=pdf


 

Read more via: Seals in the Cross-Hairs of the Scottish Parliament 

[2]  In January 2019, the Scottish Government invited a public tender to a £100,000 research 
project - "Improve understanding of use, impact and efficacy of ADDs in aquaculture" 
(CR/2018/08) - to be completed by June 2020.

https://www.publiccontractsscotland.gov.uk/search/show/search_view.aspx?ID=JAN341271
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/seals-in-the-cross-hairs-of-the-scottish-parliament-.html
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12674&mode=pdf
https://www.publiccontractsscotland.gov.uk/search/show/search_view.aspx?ID=JAN341271


A 'Specification of Requirements' included:

https://www.publiccontractsscotland.gov.uk/search/show/search_view.aspx?ID=JAN341271
https://www.publiccontractsscotland.gov.uk/search/show/search_view.aspx?ID=JAN341271
https://www.publiccontractsscotland.gov.uk/search/show/search_view.aspx?ID=JAN341271


https://www.publiccontractsscotland.gov.uk/search/show/search_view.aspx?ID=JAN341271
https://www.publiccontractsscotland.gov.uk/search/show/search_view.aspx?ID=JAN341271


https://www.publiccontractsscotland.gov.uk/search/show/search_view.aspx?ID=JAN341271
https://www.publiccontractsscotland.gov.uk/search/show/search_view.aspx?ID=JAN341271


https://www.publiccontractsscotland.gov.uk/search/show/search_view.aspx?ID=JAN341271
https://www.publiccontractsscotland.gov.uk/search/show/search_view.aspx?ID=JAN341271


The 2014 report referenced in Note 1 is available online here

https://www.gov.scot/publications/evaluating-assessing-relative-effectiveness-acoustic-deterrent-devices-non-lethal-measures/pages/0/
https://www.publiccontractsscotland.gov.uk/search/show/search_view.aspx?ID=JAN341271
https://www.gov.scot/publications/evaluating-assessing-relative-effectiveness-acoustic-deterrent-devices-non-lethal-measures/pages/0/


In July 2017, SNH wrote to Marine Scotland on the issue of ADDs:

Further information was enclosed by SNH via an Annex - including:

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/snh-advice-to-marine-scotland-july-2017-foi-disclosure.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/snh-advice-to-marine-scotland-july-2017-foi-disclosure.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/snh-advice-to-marine-scotland-july-2017-foi-disclosure.pdf


[3]  Fish Farmer reported (8 April 2020):

https://www.pressreader.com/uk/fish-farmer/20200408/282522955583736
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/snh-advice-to-marine-scotland-july-2017-foi-disclosure.pdf
https://www.pressreader.com/uk/fish-farmer/20200408/282522955583736


Fish Farmer reported (25 March 2020):

https://www.fishfarmermagazine.com/news/asc-approved-seal-scarer-could-beat-us-salmon-ban/
https://www.fishfarmermagazine.com/news/asc-approved-seal-scarer-could-beat-us-salmon-ban/
https://www.fishfarmermagazine.com/news/asc-approved-seal-scarer-could-beat-us-salmon-ban/


The Aquaculture Stewardship Council reported in March 2020:

https://asc-portal.force.com/interpret/s/article/VR334-Salmon-v-1-2-2-5-1
https://www.fishfarmermagazine.com/news/asc-approved-seal-scarer-could-beat-us-salmon-ban/
https://asc-portal.force.com/interpret/s/article/VR334-Salmon-v-1-2-2-5-1


https://asc-portal.force.com/interpret/s/article/VR334-Salmon-v-1-2-2-5-1


https://asc-portal.force.com/interpret/s/article/VR334-Salmon-v-1-2-2-5-1
https://asc-portal.force.com/interpret/s/article/VR334-Salmon-v-1-2-2-5-1


https://asc-portal.force.com/interpret/s/article/VR334-Salmon-v-1-2-2-5-1
https://asc-portal.force.com/interpret/s/article/VR334-Salmon-v-1-2-2-5-1


[4]  GenusWave claims it is in compliance with the US MMPA: 

NOAA appears to disagree:

http://www.genuswave.com/us-imports.html
http://www.genuswave.com/us-imports.html
http://www.genuswave.com/us-imports.html


The Law Society of Scotland reported in August 2019:

Including:

https://www.lawscot.org.uk/members/journal/issues/vol-64-issue-08/salmon-farming-law-must-change/
https://www.lawscot.org.uk/members/journal/issues/vol-64-issue-08/salmon-farming-law-must-change/
https://www.lawscot.org.uk/members/journal/issues/vol-64-issue-08/salmon-farming-law-must-change/
https://www.lawscot.org.uk/members/journal/issues/vol-64-issue-08/salmon-farming-law-must-change/


GenusWave's claim in 2018 that it was endorsed and supported by SNH was branded as 
"inaccurate and misleading".  A FOI request by Scottish Salmon Watch in May 2018 asked: 
"If GenusWave is guilty of making false representation regarding SNH support, please 
provide details".  A FOI reply by SNH in July 2018 (SIR150721/A2655569) admitted: 

Here's GenusWave's web-page on U.S. Imports as it appeared in May 2018 (before the 
reference to SNH endorsement was deleted):  

http://www.genuswave.com/us-imports.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/snh-foi-reply-add-2020-7.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/genuswave-foi-from-ssw-may-2018.pdf
https://www.lawscot.org.uk/members/journal/issues/vol-64-issue-08/salmon-farming-law-must-change/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/snh-foi-reply-add-2020-7.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/genuswave-foi-from-ssw-may-2018.pdf


More information on GenusWave which the company claims is 'eco-friendly', 
'environmentally friendly', 'SalmonSafe' and 'WhaleSafe' online here

http://www.genuswave.com/
http://www.genuswave.com/
http://www.genuswave.com/how-it-works.html
http://www.genuswave.com/


http://www.genuswave.com/no-harm.html
http://www.genuswave.com/
http://www.genuswave.com/salmonsafetrade.html


http://www.genuswave.com/whalesafetrade.html
http://www.genuswave.com/relevant-literature.html


[5]  SARF report 112: "Influences of lower-frequency Acoustic Deterrent Devices (ADDs) 
on cetaceans in Scottish coastal waters"

https://pure.uhi.ac.uk/portal/en/publications/sarf112--influences-of-lowerfrequency-acoustic-deterrent-devices-adds-on-cetaceans-in-scottish-coastal-waters(063cd4b3-03db-4376-9613-e6f7b0402a8b).html
https://pure.uhi.ac.uk/portal/en/publications/sarf112--influences-of-lowerfrequency-acoustic-deterrent-devices-adds-on-cetaceans-in-scottish-coastal-waters(063cd4b3-03db-4376-9613-e6f7b0402a8b).html
http://www.genuswave.com/relevant-literature.html
http://www.sarf.org.uk/SARF112.pdf


Includes: 

http://www.sarf.org.uk/SARF112.pdf
http://www.sarf.org.uk/SARF112.pdf
http://www.sarf.org.uk/SARF112.pdf


Read in full online here

A FOI disclosure by SNH in April 2019 revealed that the SARF report was criticised by a 
referee in May 2018:

Another referee commented in April 2018:

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/snh-foi-reply-add-2020-6c.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/snh-foi-reply-add-2020-6c.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/snh-foi-reply-add-2020-6c.pdf
http://www.sarf.org.uk/SARF112.pdf
http://www.sarf.org.uk/SARF112.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/snh-foi-reply-add-2020-6c.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/snh-foi-reply-add-2020-6c.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/snh-foi-reply-add-2020-6c.pdf


And a third referee commented in May 2018:

SNH's FOI disclosure in April 2019 also revealed that the authors of the SARF report 
rectified a mistake:

SNH's FOI disclosure in April 2019 detailed a complaint by ADD manufacturer OTAQ 
including the threat of legal action: 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/snh-foi-reply-add-2020-6d.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/snh-foi-reply-add-2020-6d.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/snh-foi-reply-add-2020-6c.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/snh-foi-reply-add-2020-6c.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/snh-foi-reply-add-2020-6c.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/snh-foi-reply-add-2020-6d.pdf


ADD manufacturer Ace Aquatec also criticised the SARF report:

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/snh-foi-reply-add-2020-6d.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/snh-foi-reply-add-2020-6d.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/snh-foi-reply-add-2020-6d.pdf


https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/snh-foi-reply-add-2020-6d.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/snh-foi-reply-add-2020-6d.pdf


https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/snh-foi-reply-add-2020-6d.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/snh-foi-reply-add-2020-6d.pdf


https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/snh-foi-reply-add-2020-6d.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/snh-foi-reply-add-2020-6d.pdf


SARF addressed the concerns raised by both OTAQ and Ace Aquatec - here's the response to
OTAQ in October 2018: 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/snh-foi-reply-add-2020-6d.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/snh-foi-reply-add-2020-6d.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/snh-foi-reply-add-2020-6d.pdf


[6]  Marine Pollution reported in October 2018:

Read more via:
Cetaceans Sound Alarm On Salmon Farms - new research sparks EC complaint & call to ban 
Acoustic Deterrent Devices
Sunday Herald: "Health of whales, dolphins and porpoises put at risk by underwater alarms" 
Fish farm noise pollution threatens whales and dolphins

More details via:

https://theferret.scot/whales-noise-pollution-fish-farms/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/05/sunday-herald-health-of-whales-dolphins-and-porpoises-put-at-risk-by-underwater-alarms-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/05/press-release-cetaceans-sound-alarm-on-salmon-farms-new-research-sparks-ec-complaint-call-to-ban-aco.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/05/press-release-cetaceans-sound-alarm-on-salmon-farms-new-research-sparks-ec-complaint-call-to-ban-aco.html
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0025326X18306064
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0025326X18306064


https://www.sams.ac.uk/people/research-students/charlotte-findlay/
https://www.sams.ac.uk/people/research-students/charlotte-findlay/


[7] Read in full via: David Ainsley's EC COMPLAINT on ADDs March 2018

In June 2020, David & Jean Ainsley published a legal and scientific update on ADDs 
including: 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/add-legal-scientific-update-by-david-jean-ainsley-june-2020.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/david-ainsley-ec-complaint-form-europe-submission-23-03.pdf
https://www.sams.ac.uk/people/research-students/texa-sim/
https://www.sams.ac.uk/people/research-students/texa-sim/


In May 2020, tourist operator David Ainsley (who organised a 24,000 strong petition against 
the use of ADDs on salmon farms) raised concerns about the use of the Genuswave ADD 
with SNH:

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/genuswave-email-to-snh-from-david-ainsley-may-2020.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/genuswave-email-to-snh-from-david-ainsley-may-2020.pdf
https://www.change.org/p/roseanna-cunninham-scottish-government-cabinet-secretary-for-the-environment-save-dolphins-porpoises-and-seals-from-scottish-salmon-farms
https://www.change.org/p/roseanna-cunninham-scottish-government-cabinet-secretary-for-the-environment-save-dolphins-porpoises-and-seals-from-scottish-salmon-farms
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/add-legal-scientific-update-by-david-jean-ainsley-june-2020.pdf


https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/genuswave-email-to-snh-from-david-ainsley-may-2020.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/genuswave-email-to-snh-from-david-ainsley-may-2020.pdf


https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/genuswave-email-to-snh-from-david-ainsley-may-2020.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/genuswave-email-to-snh-from-david-ainsley-may-2020.pdf


SNH replied to David Ainsley in May 2020:

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/genuswave-snh-reply-to-david-ainsley-may-2020.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/genuswave-email-to-snh-from-david-ainsley-may-2020.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/genuswave-email-to-snh-from-david-ainsley-may-2020.pdf


https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/genuswave-snh-reply-to-david-ainsley-may-2020.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/genuswave-snh-reply-to-david-ainsley-may-2020.pdf


https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/genuswave-snh-reply-to-david-ainsley-may-2020.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/genuswave-snh-reply-to-david-ainsley-may-2020.pdf


https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/genuswave-snh-reply-to-david-ainsley-may-2020.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/genuswave-snh-reply-to-david-ainsley-may-2020.pdf


https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/genuswave-snh-reply-to-david-ainsley-may-2020.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/genuswave-snh-reply-to-david-ainsley-may-2020.pdf


[8]  Scottish Salmon Watch reported in April 2018:

Download data compiled by Marine Scotland and obtained by GAAIA from SNH via FOI in 
April 2017 

Read more via: 
Deafening Impact of Salmon Farms on Cetaceans- "Deliberate & Reckless Disturbance" by 
Acoustic Deterrent Devices Makes Waves?
Cetaceans Sound Alarm On Salmon Farms - new research sparks EC complaint & call to ban 
Acoustic Deterrent Devices

[9]  In March 2018, the Scottish Parliament's Environment, Climate Change & Land Reform 
Committee report on the environmental impacts of salmon farming stated:

https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Environment/Inquiries/20180305_GD_to_Rec_salmon_farming.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Environment/Inquiries/20180305_GD_to_Rec_salmon_farming.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-cetaceans-sound-alarm-over-noisy-salmon-farms-7-may-2017.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-cetaceans-sound-alarm-over-noisy-salmon-farms-7-may-2017.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-adds-deafening-impact-on-cetaceans-18-april-2018-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-adds-deafening-impact-on-cetaceans-18-april-2018-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/snh-foi-25-april-2017-document-5-new-version-for-adds-only-list-of-all-sites-using-adds.xlsx
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/snh-foi-25-april-2017-document-5-new-version-for-adds-only-list-of-all-sites-using-adds.xlsx
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-adds-deafening-impact-on-cetaceans-18-april-2018-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/genuswave-snh-reply-to-david-ainsley-may-2020.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-adds-deafening-impact-on-cetaceans-18-april-2018-1.pdf


https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Environment/Inquiries/20180305_GD_to_Rec_salmon_farming.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Environment/Inquiries/20180305_GD_to_Rec_salmon_farming.pdf


https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Environment/Inquiries/20180305_GD_to_Rec_salmon_farming.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Environment/Inquiries/20180305_GD_to_Rec_salmon_farming.pdf


[10]

https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Environment/Inquiries/20180305_GD_to_Rec_salmon_farming.pdf


The report included:

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/snh-foi-reply-add-2020-10.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/snh-foi-reply-add-2020-10.pdf


Here's a JNCC email to SNH in January 2017:

http://data.jncc.gov.uk/data/f5e365a3-bba2-4504-a7c0-746ffa4dcb15/JNCC-201817-WEB.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/snh-foi-reply-add-2020-10.pdf


And a reply from SNH to JNCC in January 2017: 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/snh-foi-reply-add-2020-4.pdf


Read more via: Sounding Off On Salmon Farms - Acoustic Deterrent Devices evade Marine 
Noise Registry

A FOI reply by JNCC to Scottish Salmon Watch dated 25 March 2020 included: 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/jncc-eir-202005-march-2020-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/09/sounding-off-on-salmon-farms-marine-noise-registry-must-include-acoustic-deterrent-devices.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/09/sounding-off-on-salmon-farms-marine-noise-registry-must-include-acoustic-deterrent-devices.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/snh-foi-reply-add-2020-4.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/snh-foi-reply-add-2020-4.pdf


https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/jncc-eir-202005-march-2020-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/jncc-eir-202005-march-2020-1.pdf


https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/jncc-eir-202005-march-2020-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/jncc-eir-202005-march-2020-1.pdf


[11]  ADDs were banned for use on salmon farms in British Columbia in 2000.  

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/bc-add-ban-2000.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/jncc-eir-202005-march-2020-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/jncc-eir-202005-march-2020-1.pdf


https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/bc-add-ban-2000.pdf

