
$camon $cotland, 18 June 2023  

 

Damning Post Mortem Report Exposes Illegal Killing of Seal by M&S supplier  

 

- Heavy fine and prison sentence for Scottish Sea Farms? 

- Calls to close Wyre salmon farm in Orkney & for the RSPCA to withdraw certification 

- Scottish Sea Farms (Norskott Havbruk) is certified as RSPCA Assured 

- Killing of seals banned by the Scottish Government in February 2021  

 

 
 

A Freedom of Information disclosure by the Scottish Government reveals the illegal killing of 

seals by M&S supplier Scottish Sea Farms (Norskott Havbruk) at the RSPCA Assured Wyre 

salmon farm in Scapa Flow, Orkney, in October 2022 and December 2021 [1].   

 

 
 

“There was no evidence the animal had been suffering whilst in the seal pen,” wrote the Scottish 

Marine Animal Strandings Scheme in a post mortem report dated 15 November 2022.  “It 
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appeared to be feeding well and showed no evidence of stress or disease.  The animal entered the 

net on the 8th October, and euthanasia was made six days later.  It does not appear that SSF 

(Scottish Sea Farms) attempted to seek advice during this time from rescue groups or those 

experienced in seal behaviour and response.  Prior to electing to euthanize this animal it is 

unclear what further attempts were made to enable the seal to leave the pen.  It was not explained 

why a temporary haul out solution could not be securely fixed in the pen in such a way as it 

avoided damage to the pen infrastructure.  There was no video or photographic footage taken of 

the seal in the pen prior to euthanasia which could support the assertion the animal was 

suffering.” 

 

 
 

“Based on a review of the available evidence, and discussions with colleagues from SMRU [Sea 

Mammal Research Unit] and the wider marine mammal community, I find it difficult to support 

the conclusion that this animal was suffering to the extent that euthanasia was a proportional and 

justifiable response,” wrote the Scottish Marine Animal Strandings Scheme in an email attaching 

the post mortem report dated 15 November 2022.  “My opinion, there, is the actions followed by 

Scottish Sea Farms do not fall under the exemptions listed under Section 108 of the Marine 

(Scotland) Act 2010.  It appears that there were several opportunities missed to engage the wider 

marine mammal community in the management of this event.” 

 

“We weren’t contacted by them (Scottish Sea Farms) ahead of the decision to shoot” wrote a 

Scottish Government official [name redacted] in Marine Conservation in October 2022.  

 

Scottish Sea Farms is joint owned by the Norwegian companies SalMar and Leroy and is called 

Norskott Havbruk – which has traded under the name Scottish Sea Farms since 2001 – with the 

head vet (Ronnie Soutar) acting as Chairperson of the Scottish SSPCA from his appointment in 

2018 until he stepped down in June 2022.  Scottish Sea Farms (Norskott Havbruk) is certified as 

‘welfare friendly’ via RSPCA Assured and is exclusive Scottish salmon supplier to M&S.   

 

The RSPCA’s latest policy condones the killing of seals by salmon farms even though the killing 

of seals in Scotland became illegal in February 2021 [2].  Trigger-happy Scottish Sea Farms 
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(Norskott Havbruk) – a leading member of the trade body Salmon Scotland - is fully aware of 

the illegal nature of seal killing [3].   

 

In 2018, M&S named the Scottish Sea Farms’ team at Wyre in Orkney as its ‘Outstanding 

Producer of the Year’ in the Farming for the Future Awards 2018.  The M&S award cited 

‘Ethics’ and praised the RSPCA Assured Wyre salmon farm for “developing a predator resistant 

containment system which reduced the number of seal attacks”.   The Wyre salmon farm was 

only established in 2015.   

 

“It is scandalous that salmon farmers are still killing seals illegally,” said Don Staniford, Director 

of $camon $cotland who today (18 June 2023) wrote to Police Scotland urging them to prosecute 

Scottish Sea Farms (Norskott Havbruk).  “Even worse, the Scottish Government - including the 

Chief Veterinary Officer - has aided and abetted Scottish Sea Farms in getting away with 

murder.  The salmon farming industry and the Scottish Government have blood on their hands 

over the killing of seals in Scotland.  It is crystal clear that Scottish Sea Farms have acted 

illegally and those responsible for the slaughter of seals must be held to account - under the letter 

of law that means a five year prison sentence and a whopping fine.”   

 

 
 

“Consumers should boycott Scottish salmon - especially RSPCA Assured products sold by M&S 

who source exclusively from Scotland's #1 seal-killer*, Scottish Sea Farms.  Whilst Grieg 

Seafood took the expensive 'last resort' step to remove all the farmed salmon via a wellboat to 

ensure the safe escape of a seal, trigger-happy Scottish Sea Farms shot an innocent seal illegally.  

Shame on Scottish Sea Farms and shame on RSPCA Assured and M&S for condoning the illegal 

killing of seals on salmon farms.” 

 

* Official data shows that Scottish Sea Farms is the #1 seal killer in Scotland. 

 

Video footage shot by $camon $cotland at Shuna Point salmon farm operated by Scottish Sea 

Farms (Norskott Havbruk) in Loch Linnhe in May 2023 shows a seal following a work boat 

laden with dead farmed salmon: https://vimeo.com/830142295   

 

Read more via the Daily Record: 'Gruesome' conditions at salmon farm linked to M&S slammed 

as images show skips full of dead fish 
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Scottish Sea Farms (Norskott Havbruk) has a long and shameful history of killing seals.  Scottish 

Salmon Watch reported in March 2021 on the killing of seals – including two seals killed at 

Wyre in Orkney and at other salmon farms operated by Scottish Sea Farms: 

 

 
 

Here’s a photo of a seal trapped in a salmon farm operated by Scottish Sea Farms at Swarta 

Skerry in Shetland in March 2020: 
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FOI Backgrounder: 

 

The Scottish Government disclosed three documents via FOI on 19 May 2022 along with a 

covering letter:   

 

FOI disclosure 202200333363 - Documents in Scope - Redacted 19 May 2023 

Intelligence on seals (Scottish Government incident reports 2021 to 2022) 

Scottish Sea Farms Seal Ingress Report for Wyre salmon farm in Orkney (October 2022) 

Scottish Government FOI letter Response-202300352521 19 May 2023 

 

Here’s a summary: 

 

‘Intelligence’ reports collated by the Scottish Government detailed nine incidents involving seals 

found in fish farms between June 2021 and November 2022 – including at Wyre in Orkney 

(Scottish Sea Farms), Sian Bay in Loch Eriboll (Scottish Sea Farms), Greanem and Colonsay 

(Mowi), Lamlash Bay on the Isle of Arran (Bakkafrost), Airds Point in Loch Etive (Dawnfresh) 

and Loch Spelve on the Isle of Mull (Scottish Sea Farms): 

 

 
 

 

A 68 page FOI disclosure from the Scottish Government dated 19 May 2023 included details of a 

seal killed in October 2022 by Scottish Sea Farms at their Wyre salmon farm in Scapa Flow in 

Orkney.  A ‘smoking gun’ necropsy report (November 2022) from an official with the Scottish 

Marine Animal Stranding Scheme (name redacted) at the University of Glasgow stated:  

 

“I find it difficult to support the conclusion that this animal was suffering to the extent that 

euthanasia was a proportional and justifiable response.  My opinion, there, is the actions 

followed by Scottish Sea Farms do not fall under the exemptions listed under Section 108 of the 

Marine (Scotland) Act 2010” 
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“We weren’t contacted by them (Scottish Sea Farms) ahead of the decision to shoot” wrote a 

Scottish Government official [name redacted] in Marine Conservation in October 2022:  
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Here is the killer ‘Seal Postmortem Report Form’ dated 15 November 2022 detailing a post 

mortem carried out by a pathologist (name redacted) on 28 October 2022:  
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An undated and redacted ‘Incident Report’ provided testimony from the attending vet who 

advised that the seal was killed:  
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Another document detailed the Marine Scotland Act 2010 Section 107-109: 
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An official with the Scottish Marine Animal Stranding Scheme (name redacted) at the University 

of Glasgow wrote to the Scottish Government in October 2022: “With regard to Section 108 1.c 

of the act, where the taking of the animal’s life is the only satisfactory way to end suffering, we 

need to ascertain 1. if the animal was suffering and 2. if euthanasia was the only option”: 

 

 
 

 

An official with the Scottish Marine Animal Stranding Scheme (name redacted) wrote to 

Scottish Sea Farms in October 2022 asking for “more details as to events leading to the seal 

being shot” and “any other information, including images, which support or evidence your 

decision to euthanize this animal”: 

 



 

 
 

 

Scottish Sea Farms claimed in an email in October 2022 that they had “undertaken all actions” 

and argued that “the correct action to take was to euthanize the animal”: 
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In December 2021, a “suitably qualified marksman” killed another seal at the same salmon farm 

at Wyre in Scapa Flow, Orkney, operated by Scottish Sea Farms:  

 

 

 
 

The Scottish Government claimed that “the dispatch has been carried out for humane reasons in 

line with the regs and that “all due procedures appear to have been followed”: 

 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-disclosure-202200333363---documents-in-scope---redacted-19-may-2023.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-disclosure-202200333363---documents-in-scope---redacted-19-may-2023.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-disclosure-202200333363---documents-in-scope---redacted-19-may-2023.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-disclosure-202200333363---documents-in-scope---redacted-19-may-2023.pdf


“There is a provision for alleviating suffering of a seal,” wrote a Scottish Government official 

(name redacted) in December 2021.  “There is quite a high bar to satisfy”: 

 

 
 

An email in March 2021 from the Scottish Government referred to a provision for public health 

and safety but “there are likely to be very limited circumstances that this provision will apply”.  

“It is considered unlikely that a fish farm could effectively make an argument that seals are 

posing a threat to public safety although this cannot be discounted”: 
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Caroline Cowan of the Scottish Government questioned the legality of seal killing in December 

2021 when she asked: “I thought we couldn’t shoot seals anymore, or is this because it’s a 

welfare issue so we can?”: 
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Mike Palmer, Marine Scotland’s Deputy Director for Marine Planning and Policy, referred to 

“the unavoidable situation of having to shoot the seal for its own welfare”:  

 

 

 
 

 

 

Whilst Scottish Sea Farms opted for the lethal route at Wyre salmon farm in both October 2022 

and December 2021, Grieg Seafood took the trouble – and expense – of transferring the farmed 

salmon stock out of a farm in Shetland at East Papa Little in March 2021 to a wellboat “so that 

the seal could be removed” [note that Grieg Seafood was bought by Scottish Sea Farms in June 

2021]: 
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As Grieg Seafood explained in March 2021: 
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Grieg Seafood explained in an email to the Scottish Government in March 2021 that it dropped 

the net and allowed the seal “to swim free unharmed”: 

 

 
 

 

Grieg emailed earlier in March 2021: 
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An email from the Scottish Government to the Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and Islands 

(Mairi Gougeon) in June 2021 stated – in response to a media inquiry from The Ferret (who 

wrote a news story on the illegal killing of a seal by Scottish Sea Farms in Loch Spelve) - that 

“those found guilty of breaking the new laws could face a maximum penalty of five years’ 

imprisonment, an unlimited fine, or both”: 
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Another email from the Scottish Government in May 2021 detailed the illegal nature of killing 

seals following changes to the law in February 2021 (which brought the killing of seals “in line 

with the most serious wildlife offences):  

 



 

 
 

Download in full as a PDF online via FOI disclosure 202200333363 - Documents in Scope - 

Redacted 19 May 2023 
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Information on seals sourced by the Scottish Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate: 

 

Further information on seals caught inside salmon farms was published on 2 June 2023 via the 

Scottish Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate - including: 

 

“Seals riding waves over the hand rail to gain access” (Swining Voe, Scottish Sea Farms: May 

2023) 

 

“Mortality reported is thought to be caused from a combination of seal predation and treatment 

loss from a recent mechanical treatment” (Quanterness, Cooke: January 2023) 

 

“Primarily seal attacks (physical damage), some AGD/gill health related (secondary to stress 

from seals).  Notification of mortality following observation of seal in pens.  Bad weather 

suspected as reason for seal to enter pens through security panel above the water line due to 

abrasion of net on pen structure.  Diver and ROV checks followed with no hole being discovered 

below surface” (Invertote, Organic Sea Harvest: January 2023) 

 

“Post treatment moribunds are being targeted by seals” (Groatay, Mowi: July 2022) 

 

“Seals seem to be targeting fish affected by gill issues” (Grey Horse Channel, Mowi: June 2022) 

 

“Seal predation has increased and CMS confirmed on site” (Bight of Foraness, Scottish Sea 

Farms: May 2022) 

 

“The majority of the mortality has been attributed to predation and presence of AGD.  Site is in 

the process of changing nets to HDPE nets to try and reduce seal damage” (Grey Horse Channel, 

Mowi: May 2022) 

 

“Heavy Seal predation.  In process of changing over all nets to Seal Pro nets” (Etive 4, 

Dawnfresh: April 2022) 

 

“Heavy seal predation and the worst affected pens are those with dyneema nets. All mortality 

removed had seal damage.  The site is still in the process of moving over to seal pro nets” (Etive 

4, Dawnfresh: March 2022) 

 

“Heavy Seal predation still ongoing.  Plans in place to replace all dyneema nets with seal pro 

nets by the end of April.  Seal mortality ongoing” (Etive 4, Dawnfresh: February 2022) 

 

“Site too tidal for predator nets.  Cormorant and seal predation on site previous week” (North 

Voe, Grieg Seafood: January 2022) 

 

“Seal presence around the site is elevated at this time of year. Site is implementing daily 

mortality removal and ensuring nets are well tensioned to deter seals.  SealPro nets are also 

deployed on site” (Vuia Mor, The Scottish Salmon Company: January 2022) 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/


Previous ‘Mortality Event Reports’ - published online by the Scottish Government’s Fish Health 

Inspectorate – included the following cases: 

 

“Contacted company biologist, increase in seal activity around the site, causing some stress. 

Sgeir Dughall has had seal pro nets installed and the ADD has been adjusted this has caused the 

seals to migrate to Aird” (Aird, The Scottish Salmon Company: April 2021) 

 

“Kyles Vuia has SealPro nets on site, and so far they are working well. The seals are not 

accessing the fish, but they are present around the site and were spooking them, causing them to 

injure themselves.  This has reduced in the last week or so, hopefully the seals are realizing they 

cannot get to the fish and are starting to clear off.  The site, of course, has ADD’s and nets are 

tensioned” (Kyles Vuia, The Scottish Salmon Company: February 2021) 

 

“SealPro nets deployed, mortality occurring from seals spooking fish.  DI got in touch with site 

contact to ascertain what measures will be put in pace to reduce the chance of predator damage 

in the future” (Vuia Mor, The Scottish Salmon Company: February 2021) 

 

“Seals spooking fish, fish burrowing/rubbing against nets” (Vuia Mor, The Scottish Salmon 

Company: January 2021) 

 

“Fish being transferred into SealPro nets, and some biomass moved off site” (Portree, The 

Scottish Salmon Company: January 2021) 

 

“6977 fish morts attributed to seal predation.  Have seal pro nets on site but not allowed to use 

ADDs or predator nets due to conservation status of area.  4 seals have been dispatched the last 

one on 16th April.  Since then weekly morts have dropped; 16/3 0.37%, 22/3 0.32%, 13/4 0.38%: 

last week reported 0.3% mortality for week.  489 were attributed to seal predation but it is hoped 

this is mainly historic damage” (Wyre, Scottish Sea Farms: April 2020) 

 

“Seal pressure from Kyles of Vuia has shifted to East Loch Roag now that Kyles of Vuia has seal 

pro nets installed.  Plan to install seal pro nets at Taranaish, (5 month waiting time) and in the 

meantime ADD's are being adjusted constantly, site staff are focusing on mortality removal, and 

problem seals are being identified for culling” (Taranaish, The Scottish Salmon Company: April 

2020) 

 

“Predation due to seals.  New ADDs set up on site” (Vuia Mor, The Scottish Salmon Company: 

July 2019) 

 

“Seal damage: Light were turned off as thought on this occasion that it was attracting seals” 

(Loura Voe, Scottish Sea Farms: February 2017) 

 

“Seal damage. Last 4 weeks total morts 12678, 12288 attributed to seals.  Add's are in place at 

the site and seal pro nets are being rolled out across the site.  Reported as more than 4%” (Loura 

Voe, Scottish Sea Farms: April 2015) 

 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/


Media Backgrounder: Lethal Scottish Salmon  

 

This is not the first time that M&S and Scottish Sea Farms (Norskott Havbruk) have been named 

and shamed over the killing of seals – in 2015 protestors targeted M&S in Edinburgh. 

 

 
 

Fury over seals shot dead at M&S salmon farms: Humane 'predator-proof' nets can be installed 

but are expensive 

Marks & Spencer faces threat of 'zombie seal' protests over links to salmon farm with worst 

culling record 

M&S Caught in Cross-Fire Over Seal-Killing on Scottish Salmon Farms 

Protesters target Marks and Spencer over seals killed at salmon farms 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2015/11/protestors-including-alison-johnstone-msp-handing-out-leaflets-outside-ms-in-edinburgh-photo-by-colin-mcpherson-downlo.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3223069/Fury-seals-shot-dead-M-S-salmon-farms.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3223069/Fury-seals-shot-dead-M-S-salmon-farms.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/marks-spencer-faces-threat-of-zombie-seal-protests-over-links-to-salmon-farm-with-worst-culling-record-10481876.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/marks-spencer-faces-threat-of-zombie-seal-protests-over-links-to-salmon-farm-with-worst-culling-record-10481876.html
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https://www.undercurrentnews.com/2015/11/02/protesters-target-marks-and-spencer-over-seals-killed-at-salmon-farms/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/02/scottish-salmons-1-seal-killer-norways-scottish-sea-farms-named-shamed.html


Scottish Sea Farms’ Managing Director Jim Gallagher claimed in a press release 2020: “We 

won’t be happy until we achieve zero seal deaths, however our multi-million pound investment 

to roll out protective Seal Pro netting across as many of our farms as possible, as quickly as 

possible, is another example of our commitment to farm as responsibly and as sustainably as we 

can.  Not only do the tougher, more rigid nets help to deter seals, but by protecting our salmon 

from the stress of predation and the subsequent health challenges that can cause they also 

contribute to fish welfare.”  

 

Scottish Sea Farms’ Head of Fish Health Dr Ralph Bickerdike commented in the same press 

release in 2020: “In the hunt for food, seals are occasionally relocating from farms that have Seal 

Pro nets to nearby farms that have previously had no significant seal challenge, hence our drive 

to protect all farms.  We’ve also seen seals climb up and into pens.  Both types of event 

happened earlier this year, accounting for the two shootings which were carried out under 

licence.”  

 

Scottish Sea Farms continued via their press release in 2020:  “Not to be deterred from the goal 

of zero seal deaths, farm teams are now lacing top nets together in a new way to help prevent the 

most persistent of seals from getting into pens.  Earlier this year we witnessed a seal attempting 

to loosen the ties of a top net before diving unharmed back into the sea by slipping between 

walkway and Seal Pro netting.” 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://scottishseafarms.com/news/salmon-farmers-5-3m-investment-to-protect-stock-and-seals-paying-off/
https://scottishseafarms.com/news/salmon-farmers-5-3m-investment-to-protect-stock-and-seals-paying-off/
https://scottishseafarms.com/news/salmon-farmers-5-3m-investment-to-protect-stock-and-seals-paying-off/
https://scottishseafarms.com/news/salmon-farmers-5-3m-investment-to-protect-stock-and-seals-paying-off/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/02/scottish-salmons-1-seal-killer-norways-scottish-sea-farms-named-shamed.html


Scottish Salmon Watch reported in March 2021: 

 

 
 

The Scottish Marine Animal Strandings Scheme wrote in April 2020 (as reported by Scottish 

Salmon Watch in March 2021): 
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Scottish Salmon Watch reported in March 2021: 
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https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-disclosure-by-the-scottish-marine-animal-strandings-scheme-dated-3-march-2021-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-disclosure-by-the-scottish-marine-animal-strandings-scheme-dated-3-march-2021-1.pdf
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Scottish Salmon Watch reported in February 2021 how Scottish Sea Farms was the #1 seal killer 

in Scotland: 

 

 
 

The Ferret reported in September 2015: 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/02/scottish-salmons-1-seal-killer-norways-scottish-sea-farms-named-shamed.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/02/scottish-salmons-1-seal-killer-norways-scottish-sea-farms-named-shamed.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/02/scottish-salmons-1-seal-killer-norways-scottish-sea-farms-named-shamed.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/02/official-data-1000-seals-killed-by-salmon-farms-since-2011.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/02/scottish-salmons-1-seal-killer-norways-scottish-sea-farms-named-shamed.html


In British Columbia, Canada, sea lions regularly become trapped and killed in salmon farms.  

Clayoquot Action reported in December 2022: 

 

 
 

In Scotland, ‘Case Information’ published by the Scottish Government’s Fish Health 

Inspectorate has reported seals trapped in salmon farms.  An inspection of Mowi’s Muck salmon 

farm in April 2022 reported:  

 

 

 
 

Read more via: 

Mowi has not reported a seal killed at Groatay since March 2018 - how can a loose bullet casing 

survive over 4 years on a stormy salmon pen?! 

The Ferret: "Bullet shell found at Western Isles fish farm"  

"Loose Bullet Casing" found at Mowi salmon farm - the £10,000 smoking gun to prosecute for 

illegal killing of seals?  

Killer Photos - Sealed with a Kiss of Death from Scottish Salmon!   

https://twitter.com/ClayoquotAction/status/1600349513704943616
https://www.gov.scot/collections/publication-of-fish-health-inspectorate-information/
https://www.gov.scot/collections/publication-of-fish-health-inspectorate-information/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/april-2022/additional-cases-20220096-20220154/additional-cases-20220096-20220154/govscot%3Adocument/Addi
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/april-2022/additional-cases-20220096-20220154/additional-cases-20220096-20220154/govscot%3Adocument/Addi
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/12/official-stats-mowi-has-not-reported-a-seal-killed-at-groatay-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/12/official-stats-mowi-has-not-reported-a-seal-killed-at-groatay-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/12/the-ferret-bullet-shell-found-at-western-isles-fish-farm-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/12/illegal-seal-killed-by-mowi-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/12/illegal-seal-killed-by-mowi-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/12/killer-photos-sealed-with-a-kiss-of-death-by-salmon-farms-.html
https://twitter.com/ClayoquotAction/status/1600349513704943616
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/april-2022/additional-cases-20220096-20220154/additional-cases-20220096-20220154/govscot:document/Addi
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2022/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2022/documents/april-2022/additional-cases-20220096-20220154/additional-cases-20220096-20220154/govscot:document/Addi


Blood Salmoney: Bonnie the Seal Mascot for COP26 is Dead in the Water!  

Seals Blamed as Scapegoats by Bloodthirsty Scottish Salmon!  

Sunday Mail: "Ex-MSP ridiculed for claiming seals are dangerous to humans"  

The Ferret: "Police investigate allegation seal was illegally shot by fish farm" 

RSPCA Sponsored Seal Killing Continues Despite US Ban? 

Herald On Sunday: "Scottish M&S supplier blames seals for salmon wounds as RSPCA Assured 

status is suspended" 

The Ferret: "£10,000 reward for information on illegal seal killing after police asked to 

investigate deaths" 

£10,000 Reward Offered - Illegal Killing of Seals by Scottish Salmon Farms in the Cross Hairs!  

FOI Disclosure: Seal Licence Breaches by Salmon Farms (reply by Scottish Government on 1 

April 2021) 

Photo Exclusive: Seals 'Executed' by Scottish Salmon 

FOI disclosure from Scottish Marine Animal Strandings Scheme  

Police Scotland refuse to name 112 marksmen licenced to kill seals! 

Sunday Times: "Sharp rise in seal shootings blew hole in permit scheme - Officials were warned 

that salmon farmers ‘had no willingness or intention’ to collect detailed data" 

Calling All Whistleblowers - Please pass on photos of dead seals killed at salmon farms! 

Daily Mirror: "'Nearly 80 seals were legally shot in Scotland in 2020 – highest number in seven 

years'" 

Scottish Salmon's #1 Seal Killer - Norway's 'Scottish' Sea Farms Named & Shamed! 

Official Data: 1,000+ seals killed by salmon farms since 2011! 

The Ferret: "Salmon companies rapped for breaking rules on shooting seals" 

Caught in the Cross-Hairs: Illegal Killing of Seals by Scottish Salmon Farms!  

FOI opens sealed documents on killing by salmon farms  

Greedy Salmon Farmers Demand £13 Million Compensation for Seal Attacks! 

£5,000 reward offered for information on illegal shooting of seals 

Victory Sealed After 50-Year Campaign - But the Battle to Save Marine Mammals from Salmon 

Farms Continues! 

The Guardian: "Scottish salmon farmers to be banned from shooting seals" 

Photo Gallery: Seals Against Salmon Farms!  

Caught Between the Devil & the Deep Blue Sea  

The Ferret: "Seal scarers used by fish farms branded 'sonic torture'" 

Seal shooting at salmon farms doubles before ban 

Ban on seal shooting must be watertight 

Greens want ban on seal scarers  

Seals in the Cross-Hairs of the Scottish Parliament  

Scottish Salmon's Slaughter of Seals Has Not Stopped!  

Sunday Herald: "Revealed: Scottish Government bid to exempt salmon farming from US seal-

killing ban" 

RSPCA in firing line over Marine Harvest's seal-killing spree in Scotland - 118 seals killed by 

Marine Harvest's RSPCA Assured farms since 2011  

Marine Harvest: Scotland's #1 Seal Killer 

All At Sea: Seal-Killing Salmon Farms 

Scottish Salmon Blinded by Seal Killing 

The Two Billion Dollar Salmon Ban 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/11/blood-salmoney-bonnie-the-seal-mascot-for-cop26-is-dead-in-the-water-.html
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Closing the Net On 'Seal-Friendly' Scottish Salmon - last orders on the RSPCA's abuse of 'last 

resort' killing of seals?  

Seal shooting by fish farms to be banned to save exports to US  

Cecil the Seal Killers Named & Shamed in Scotland - Call for Boycott of "Seal Unfriendly" 

Scottish Salmon 

Media Splash for Seal-Killing Salmon Farms! 

VICTORY: Disclosure of Seal-Killing Salmon Farm Data Ordered by 21 August 

Scottish Salmon's Secret Seal Killers! - FOI refusal prompts call for boycott of farmed salmon 

Lethal Scottish Farmed Salmon: Serial Seal Killers Named & Shamed! 

Scottish Salmon's Seal Killers Named & Shamed! 

 

Contact: 

 

Don Staniford: 07771 541826 (salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com)  

 

Notes to Editors: 

 

[1]  

 

From: <casehandling.service@gov.scot> 

Date: Fri, May 19, 2023 at 4:21 PM 

Subject: Your recent correspondence with Scottish Government and partner agencies - 

202300352521 

To: <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

 

Please find attached a response to your correspondence.  

 

 
 

 

Here is the FOI reply dated 19 May 2023 from the Scottish Government: 
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https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2015/07/media-splash-for-seal-killing-salmon-farms.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2015/07/victory-disclosure-of-seal-killing-salmon-farm-data-ordered-by-21-august-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-24-august-2014.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/seal-killers-named-shamed-may-2013-pr-and-media-backgrounder.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2012/12/scottish-salmons-seal-killers-named-shamed.html
mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/sg-letter-response-202300352521-19-may-2023.pdf


 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/sg-letter-response-202300352521-19-may-2023.pdf


 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/sg-letter-response-202300352521-19-may-2023.pdf


 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/sg-letter-response-202300352521-19-may-2023.pdf


 
 

Download as a PDF online via Scottish Government FOI letter Response-202300352521 19 May 

2023 

 

 

One PDF document disclosed a ‘Seal Ingress Report’ for Wyre salmon farm (Scottish Sea 

Farms) in Orkney in October 2022: 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/sg-letter-response-202300352521-19-may-2023.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/sg-letter-response-202300352521-19-may-2023.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ssf-seal-ingress-report-october-2022.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ssf-seal-ingress-report-october-2022.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/sg-letter-response-202300352521-19-may-2023.pdf
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https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ssf-seal-ingress-report-october-2022.pdf


 

Download as a PDF online via: Scottish Sea Farms Seal Ingress Report for Wyre salmon farm in 

Orkney (October 2022) 

 

[2]   Here’s the latest RSPCA salmon standards published in February 2021: 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ssf-seal-ingress-report-october-2022.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ssf-seal-ingress-report-october-2022.pdf
https://science.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/RSPCA+welfare+standards+for+farmed+Atlantic+salmon+%28PDF%29.pdf/60ae55ee-7e92-78f9-ab71-ffb08c846caa?t=1618493958793
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ssf-seal-ingress-report-october-2022.pdf


 
 

https://science.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/RSPCA+welfare+standards+for+farmed+Atlantic+salmon+(PDF).pdf/60ae55ee-7e92-78f9-ab71-ffb08c846caa?t=1618493958793


 
 

 

https://science.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/RSPCA+welfare+standards+for+farmed+Atlantic+salmon+(PDF).pdf/60ae55ee-7e92-78f9-ab71-ffb08c846caa?t=1618493958793
https://science.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/RSPCA+welfare+standards+for+farmed+Atlantic+salmon+(PDF).pdf/60ae55ee-7e92-78f9-ab71-ffb08c846caa?t=1618493958793


 
 

Here’s a copy of RSPCA Assured’s seal culling form: 

 

https://science.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/RSPCA+welfare+standards+for+farmed+Atlantic+salmon+%28PDF%29.pdf/60ae55ee-7e92-78f9-ab71-ffb08c846caa?t=1618493958793
https://science.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/RSPCA+welfare+standards+for+farmed+Atlantic+salmon+(PDF).pdf/60ae55ee-7e92-78f9-ab71-ffb08c846caa?t=1618493958793


 
 

[3]  Here’s a web-page on ‘Co-Existing with Marine Life’ published by Scottish Sea Farms: 

 

https://scottishseafarms.com/sustainability/co-existing-with-marine-life/
https://science.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/RSPCA+welfare+standards+for+farmed+Atlantic+salmon+(PDF).pdf/60ae55ee-7e92-78f9-ab71-ffb08c846caa?t=1618493958793
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