
Scottish Salmon Watch, 24 October 2019 

 

EXPOSED: Photo Disclosures Opens Floodgates  

to More Diseased & Deformed Scottish Salmon 

 

 
 

- Scottish Government ignore legal threats from Mowi, Scottish Sea Farms & The 

Scottish Salmon Company 

- Photos of diseased Scottish salmon now published monthly to comply with European 

& FOI law (with special thanks to The Ferret) 

 

 

 
Photos: Scottish salmon from Mowi's Stulaigh Island farm in Loch Eynort  
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Last month Scottish Salmon Watch filed a Freedom of Information (FOI) request for 

information relating to photos of farmed salmon.  Last week (15 October 2019) the Scottish 

Government disclosed damning documents (see Appendix 1 and posted by the Scottish 

Government online here on 18 October). 
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The FOI disclosure provides a fascinating insight into how Scottish Government official and 

salmon farming companies (including their lawyers) desperately attempted to block 

publication of damning photos of diseased farmed salmon but were ultimately undone by FOI 

laws and EU laws which forced disclosure.   

 

Key points sourced from the documents disclosed via FOI-19-02133 on 15 October 

2019: 

 

A Cabinet Secretary briefing dated 9 August 2018 included: "The Cabinet Secretary will 

recall recent FoI requests relating to photographs of diseased farmed salmon....The Cabinet 

Secretary will wish to be aware that we have fully explored the requirement to publish 

correspondence from stakeholder legal representatives." 

 

"Regarding your comments about correspondence with your lawyer being subject to legal 

privilege, this only applies to communications between a lawyer and their client," explained 

an anonymous Scottish Government [name redacted] to Scottish Sea Farms (SSF) on 10 

August 2018.  "As the Scottish Government are not the client here, legal privilege cannot 

apply to the communications from SSF solicitors.  As you will know, the legislation requires 

that we operate with a strong presumption in favour of the release of information and that any 

exceptions must be applied restrictively....I understand that you may be unwilling to engage 

so frankly with us on any future requests, and I am sorry to hear this.  We value your input, 

and often will only be able to withhold information that may damage the interests of SSF by 

considering evidence that only you are able to provide." 

 

In a letter to Marine Scotland dated 6 July 2018, Marine Harvest's Director of 

Communications and Business Development (Ian Roberts) objected to further disclosures 

claiming that "the risk of people turning away from a healthy food such as salmon as a 

reaction to irresponsible use of photos for the sole purpose of creating fear in the consumer, is 

a risk to public health".   

 

A letter in reply to Marine Harvest from the Scottish Government dated 5 September 2018 

pointed out:  

 

"As you will be very aware, as a directorate within the Scottish Government, Marine 

Scotland must comply with the provisions of the freedom of information regulations, 

including the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 (FOISA) and the Environmental 

Information (Scotland) Regulations 2004 (the EIRS).  The legislation sets out that there is a 

strong presumption in favour of the release of information, and that any exceptions or 

exemptions to the release of information must be applied restrictively....We can only 

withhold information or parts of information, if one of the limited and restrictive exceptions 

under the EIRs applies."  

 

Documents disclosed included emails between anonymous Scottish Government officials 

debating whether photographs could be deleted.  An email dated 18 September 2018 referred 

to "a question over the validity of us retaining photographs" and stated that "we need to be 

sure that it is within our right to retain case information for eternity {by being published 

online}".   

 

"I think the reasoning in the response to [Redacted] of Cameron McKenna solicitors 

operating on behalf of The Scottish Salmon Company (attached) had established that the 
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information gathered during our inspections is retained to primarily demonstrate that the 

legislation is implemented effectively, should we be subject to audit by the Commission or 

internally," wrote [name redacted] from the Scottish Government in an email dated 19 

September 2018.  "There may be a question on how long this should be retained but this 

would depend on the timeframe that an audit would require information from." 

 

A letter from the Scottish Government to lawyers representing The Scottish Salmon 

Company dated 18 September 2018 included:  "Under Council Directive 2006/88/EC, 

implemented in Scotland through the Aquatic Animal Health (Scotland) Regulations 2009 

(the 2009 Regulations), it is a legal requirement for the Competent Authority (CA) to 

implement surveillance aimed at detecting listed disease or increased mortality.  To support 

this function there is a requirement for the CA to undertake effective disease investigation 

and reporting of disease, emerging disease or unexplained mortality without delay.  All 

authorised Aquaculture Production Businesses (under the 2009 Regulations) must comply 

with any surveillance requirement imposed by the CA.  As part of this surveillance, where 

unexplained mortality or animals demonstrating clinical signs of disease are observed, 

aquatic animals can be examined and sampled.  Case notes, samples, results, copied records 

and photographic images can be taken and are maintained as a record of the surveillance 

inspection.  This record is retained to demonstrate that Council Directive 2006/88/EC and 

Regulation (EC)  No 882/2004 have been appropriately applied and to demonstrate 

compliance during any internal audits or European Union Commission inspections and audits 

which may occur." 

 

A letter to stakeholders from the Scottish Government dated 21 December 2018 referred to 

"widening the scope of active publication" including photographs to be published via the Fish 

Health Inspectorate's 'Case Information' starting in January 2019. 

 

A letter from Marine Scotland to stakeholders dated 8 March 2019 explained changes to how 

information is published online via Fish Health Inspectorate 'Case Information' and referred 

to the "significant interest from third parties".  "The approach facilitates further in dealing 

with Freedom of Information requests and in meeting the Scottish Government principles of 

openness and accountability," explained the letter.   

 

 
Photo: Escaping farmed salmon from a well boat in Orkney 
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The Scottish Government's letter in reply to FOI-19-02133 dated 15 October 2019 explained: 

 

"Photographs are taken as they are a useful tool to support site inspections and provide 

further evidence of observations made.  In the case of sick and moribund fish, photographs 

may be taken to support any differential diagnosis offered through diagnostic sampling.  It 

may not be necessary to take photographs in many cases and there is no statutory requirement 

to do so.  The decision on collecting photographic images is one for the inspector to make at 

the time of the visit with consideration of any benefit they may add to the case".  

 

 
Photo: Loch Duart salmon from Lochmaddy  

 

A more comprehensive summary is in Appendix 2.   

Photos published last week (15 October 2019) via the Scottish Government's Fish Health 

Inspectorate include gruesome images from an unannounced inspection of The Scottish 

Salmon Company's salmon farm at Maaey in the Outer Hebrides in June 2019 where the fish 

were diagnosed with peritonitis and Cardiomyopathy potentially associated with Salmonid 

Alphavirus (the causative agent of Pancreas Disease) and tested positive for Infectious 

Pancreatic Necrosis virus and Aeromonas sp (Furunculosis).   
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Another Fish Health Inspectorate case report published on 15 October 2019 details disease 

problems at The Scottish Salmon Company's Maragay Mor salmon farm in the Outer 

Hebrides (testing revealed epitheliocystis suggestive of Amoebic Gill Disease, Infectious 

Pancreatic Necrosis virus, Aeromonas sp, splenic and hepatic necrosis, tissue alterations 

resembling pancreas disease which was confirmed by the presence of Salmonid Alphavirus).      

 

 
 

Read more via Maaey Day for The Scottish Salmon Company  

 

 

"Gruesome photographic evidence blows out of the water the industry's marketing claims that 

Scottish salmon is healthy, responsibly sourced and welfare friendly," said Don Staniford, 

Director of Scottish Salmon Watch.   

 

 
 

"In the face of desperate legal threats from lawyers acting for salmon farming companies the 

Scottish Government has thankfully stood up for Freedom of Information and followed 
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European law.  Consumers now have regular monthly updates detailing infectious diseases, 

pathogens, viruses, parasitic lice and mass mortalities often graphically illustrated with 

damning photos.  If people took the time to delve into the murky world of Scottish salmon 

farming then they would not touch Scottish salmon with a barge pole.  No wonder salmon 

farming companies fought to prevent the public disclosure of photos.  The very real fear now 

is that following Brexit the Scottish Government will revert to protecting the foreign-owned 

salmon farming industry from public scrutiny and water down FOI laws." 

 

Contact: Don Staniford: 07771 541826 (salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com) 

 
 

Background:    

 

In June 2018, The Ferret published gruesome photos of diseased Scottish salmon obtained by 

Scottish Salmon Watch via FOI from the Scottish Government. 

 

 
 

Read more via: 

Horror photos of farmed salmon spark legal threat 

EXPOSED: Gruesome Photos of Deformed & Diseased Scottish Salmon 

Hard Evidence: Photos of Diseased & Deformed Scottish Salmon (June 2018) 

Legal Complaint Vs Breaches of Animal Health & Welfare (Scotland) Act 
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In August 2018, The Ferret revealed that lawyers acting for salmon farming companies 

threatened legal action against the disclosure of the photos but the Scottish Government 

published anyway.   

 

 
 

Read more via: 

Salmon firms bid to block diseased photos 

REVEALED: Legal Threats to Prevent Publication of Damning Photographs 

FOI Dossier: Photographs of Diseased & Deformed Scottish Salmon - Scottish Government 

FOI disclosure despite legal threats from Scottish Sea Farms & The Scottish Salmon 

Company 

 

Scottish Salmon Watch obtained further shocking photos via FOI from the Scottish 

Government in August 2018 and September 2018. 

 

 
 

Read more via:  

Hard Evidence: Photos of Diseased & Deformed Scottish Salmon (August 2018) 

FOI Disclosure 18-02235: Photos of Scottish Sea Farms  

FOI Disclosure 18-01782: Photos of The Scottish Salmon Company and others 
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Since Q3 2018 (published online in January 2019) the Scottish Government has published 

photos of diseased Scottish salmon via the Fish Health Inspectorate 'Case Information' which 

is updated monthly.  Photos of inspections in August 2019 were posted on 15 October 2019 - 

including at Mowi's Linnhe salmon farm at Ardgour which experienced mortality rates of 

over 50% due to Cardiomyopathy Syndrome, Pastuerella skyensis and Pancreas Disease. 

 

 
 

 
 

Read more via Revealed: Mowi's Nightmare in Loch Linnhe - 55% Mortality & Infectious 

Diseases 

 

 

When Scottish Salmon Watch visited Mowi's Linnhe salmon farm at Ardgour in July 2019 it 

was in the process of harvesting out diseased salmon - so rapidly it seems that it breached 

Health & Safety regulations. 
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In September 2019, the Fish Health Inspectorate published photos of Mowi's lice-infested, 

"blind", "physically damaged" and "anorexic" salmon from their farm off the Isle of Rum. 

 

 
 

In August 2019, the Fish Health Inspectorate published photos of Mowi's salmon from their 

Kingairloch farm in Loch Linnhe - detailing Cardiomyopathy Syndrome, Pasteurella 
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skyensis, multifocal hepatic necrosis, Salmonid Alphavirus, anorexia, lesions, haemorrhaging 

and deformed hearts. 

 

In May 2019, the Fish Health Inspectorate published photos from Grieg Seafood's salmon 

farm at North Papa in Shetland.    
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According to the FHI report, physical damage was "attributed to a recent Optilicer treatment" 

and the farmed salmon have been dosed on antibiotics to treat Winter sores.  The inspection 

report detailed positive tests for Infectious Pancreatic Necrosis virus, Aeromonas salmonicida 

and Paranucleospora theridon.  Exophthalmia is referred to as pop-eye and is a condition 

linked to Cardiomyopathy Syndrome. 

 

 
 

In April 2019, the Fish Health Inspectorate published photos of The Scottish Salmon 

Company's severely damaged salmon farmed at Strondoir Bay in Loch Fyne. 
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When Scottish Salmon Watch visited The Scottish Salmon Company's salmon farm at 

Strondoir Bay in May 2019 the disease ridden farmed salmon was stomach-churning. 
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Photos from a Fish Health Inspectorate visit to The Scottish Salmon Company's salmon farm 

at Portree in February 2019 showed "visible damage to the heads of fish", skeletal muscle 

necrosis, dermatitis, lesions "likely associated with mechanical damage", anorexia, bilateral 

exopthalmia, petechial haemorrhaging, salmon gill poxvirus, Neoparamoeba perurans (the 

causative agent of Amoebic Gill Disease), Paranculeospora theridon, Vibrio spp, 

Photobacterium sp and Infectious Pancreatic Necrosis virus.    

 

 

Read more via:  

Scottish Government rejects industry pleas on sick salmon photos 

Welfare Abuse at Scottish salmon farms - Why No Legal Enforcement or Prosecutions? 

The Severely Damaged Scottish Salmon Company - For Sale Now!  

Meet Pop-Eye the Scottish Salmon - Tortured by an Optilicer! 

Mowi's Welfare Nightmare on Rum - "blind", "physical damage", "anorexic" & over 40,000 

dead fish! 

Cardiac Disease Arrests Mowi in Kingairloch  

Mmmm Blind Scottish Salmon with Boils Anyone? 
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In March 2019, Scottish Salmon Watch published a summary of case information reported by 

the Fish Health Inspectorate during 2018. 
 

 
 

The Sorry State of Scottish Salmon Farming in 2018 

New Report: "The State of Scottish Salmon Farming in 2018" 

Victory for Freedom of Information  

 

In January 2019, the Fish Health Inspectorate published photos of lice-infested salmon from 

The Scottish Salmon Company's farm at Vuia Mor.  
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https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00545003.pdf
https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00545003.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-sorry-state-of-salmon-farming-in-2018-25-march-2019.pdf
https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00545003.pdf


 
 

 
 

The Fish Health Inspectorate report detailed "high lice loads", "widespread gill circulatory 

disturbances", "physical damage" with positive tests for Infectious Pancreatic Necrosis virus, 

Salmonid alphavirus, Salmon Gill Poxvirus, Neoparamoeba perurans (Amoebic Gill 

Disease) and Anaemia. 

 

https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00545003.pdf
https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00545003.pdf
https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00545003.pdf


In January 2019, the Fish Health Inspectorate published photos of disease-ridden salmon 

from Scottish Sea Farms at Lismore.  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00545003.pdf
https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00545003.pdf
https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00545003.pdf
https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00545003.pdf
https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00545003.pdf


An inspection by the Fish Health Inspectorate in November 2018 (not published until April 

2019) detailed disease problems at Mowi's salmon farm at Gorsten in Loch Linne.   

 

 

 

 
 

 

https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00547049.pdf
https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Fish-Shellfish/FHI/CaseInformation/caseinfo2018/octdec/add1
https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Fish-Shellfish/FHI/CaseInformation/caseinfo2018/octdec/add1
https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00547049.pdf
https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00547049.pdf
https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00547049.pdf
https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00547049.pdf


When Scottish Salmon Watch visited Mowi's salmon farm at Gorsten in Loch Linnhe in 

November 2018 there was a skip load of diseased fish. 

 

 
 

In May 2019, Mowi Scotland's Health Manager predicted "it may be a painful September and 

October for the salmon industry in Scotland" for Amoebic Gill Disease in particular.   

 

In July 2019, Scottish Salmon Watch delivered a 44,000 petition on behalf of SumOfUs 

calling on Marine Scotland to conduct immediate unannounced inspections of salmon farms.   

 

 

https://vimeo.com/301824063
https://vimeo.com/301824063
https://salmonbusiness.com/mowi-health-manager-it-can-be-a-painful-september-and-october-for-the-salmon-industry-in-scotland/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/07/mission-possible-sumofus-petition-delivered-to-marine-scotland.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/07/mission-possible-sumofus-petition-delivered-to-marine-scotland.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/10/frankenfish-halloween-protest-31-october-beware-of-the-nightmare-of-scottish-salmon-.html
https://actions.sumofus.org/pages/stop-salmon-from-suffering-investigate-scottish-fish-farms-right-now-1


Next week (31 October), Scottish Salmon Watch is co-ordinating a Halloween 'Frankenfish' 

protest outside Mowi's factory on the Isle of Skye. 

 

Read more via: 

'Frankenfish' Halloween Protest (31 October) - Beware of the Nightmare of Scottish Salmon!  

Update: Mortalities & Disease Decimating Scottish Salmon  

It's Like a Bad Mowi (Deja Vu After Marine Harvest Horror Show)!  

Video Nasty: Thermolicer - the Heated Torture Chamber for Scottish Salmon  

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/10/frankenfish-halloween-protest-31-october-beware-of-the-nightmare-of-scottish-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/10/frankenfish-halloween-protest-31-october-beware-of-the-nightmare-of-scottish-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/10/frankenfish-halloween-protest-31-october-beware-of-the-nightmare-of-scottish-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/10/update-mortalities-disease-killing-off-scottish-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/10/bad-mowi-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/10/video-exclusive-thermolicer-tortures-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/10/frankenfish-halloween-protest-31-october-beware-of-the-nightmare-of-scottish-salmon-.html


Appendix 1:  FOI request & FOI reply  

 

FOI filed by Scottish Salmon Watch on 16 September 2019 
 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Mon, Sep 16, 2019 at 6:57 PM 

Subject: FOI re. photos from FHI Case Information; emails and other details re. photos since 

June 2018 

To: <ceu@scotland.gsi.gov.uk> 

Cc: <Neil.Purvis@gov.scot>, <Helen.McGregor@gov.scot> 

 

Please provide information since 1 June 2018 in relation to photos of farmed salmon - over 

and above photos already disclosed via FOI: 

EXPOSED: Gruesome Photos of Deformed & Diseased Scottish Salmon 

Horror photos of farmed salmon spark legal threat 

Hard Evidence: Photos of Diseased & Deformed Scottish Salmon 

Please include photos obtained via FHI inspections, unannounced site visits, email 

correspondence with salmon farming companies, whistleblowers & vets and other sources. 

 

Please include correspondence, emails, letters, Cabinet Briefings, press briefings and other 

information relating to photos including the non-disclosure and non-publication of photos. 

 

Please include any legal correspondence with lawyers acting for salmon farming companies - 

over and above the information already provided:  Salmon firms bid to block diseased photos  

 

Please explain why photos of diseased farmed salmon are absent from much of the FHI case 

information.  For example, the FHI Case Information for April 2019 includes this reference to 

the Scottish Salmon Company's site at Gometra: 

 

 
 

p17 via https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00547495.pdf 

 

But where are the photos? 

mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
mailto:ceu@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/06/exposed-gruesome-photos-of-deformed-diseased-scottish-salmon.html
https://theferret.scot/pictures-diseases-farmed-fish/?utm_source=push
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/hard-evidence---photos-of-diseased-deformed-scottish-salmon-august-2018.pdf
https://theferret.scot/salmon-firms-diseased-fish-photos/
https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00547495.pdf


 

The FHI Case Information for June 2019 for The Scottish Salmon Company's Aird salmon 

farm also does not include photos (from p94 via 

https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00548048.pdf). 

 

In fact, the inclusion of photos relating to salmon farm inspections appears to have become 

the exception not the norm.  For example, during 2019 photos were published for Mowi's 

Kingairloch and Rum salmon farms: 

 

 Cardiac Disease Arrests Mowi in Kingairloch  

 Mowi's Welfare Nightmare on Rum - "blind", "physical damage", "anorexic" & over 

40,000 dead fish! 

Please therefore provide information relating to photos of farmed salmon since 1 June 2018. 

 

Please provide a receipt for this FOI request. 

 

Please provide the information electronically. 

 

Please consider this a FOI request under the relevant FOI and Environmental Information 

regulations. 

 

Thanks, 

 

Don 

 

 

FOI reply from the Scottish Government dated 15 October 2019 

 

From: <Neil.Purvis@gov.scot> 

Date: Tue, Oct 15, 2019 at 9:08 PM 

Subject: RE: FOI re. photos from FHI Case Information; emails and other details re. photos 

since June 2018 

To: <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

 

Dear Don 

  

In response to your request of 16 September 2019, please find the attached reply. 

  

Regards, 

 

Neil 

  

Neil Purvis  
Marine Scotland – Science  

Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory, PO Box 101| 375, Victoria Road | Aberdeen AB11 

9DB  

Tel: +44 (0)131 244 3287  

https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00548048.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/heart-disease-at-mowis-kingairloch-salmon-farm-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/mowis-welfare-disease-nightmare-on-rum-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/mowis-welfare-disease-nightmare-on-rum-.html


S/B: +44 (0)131 244 2500  

Mob:+44 (0)777 5818 281  

Fax: +44 (0)1224 295620  

e: neil.purvis@gov.scot  

w: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/marinescotland 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Download October 2019 FoI-19-02133 Response letter to SSW FOI 

 

Download October 2019 FoI-19-02133 - Information to release 1 

 

Download October 2019 FoI-19-02133 - Information to release 2 

 

Download October 2019 FoI-19-02133 - Information to release 3 

 

Download October 2019 FoI-19-02133 - Information to release 4 - case number 

20180214 

 

Download October 2019 FoI-19-02133 - Information to release 5 - case number 

20180216-1 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/marinescotland
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133-letter-in-response-to-ssw-foi.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133---information-to-release-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133---information-to-release-2.docx
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133---information-to-release-3.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133---information-to-release-4---case-number-20180214.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133---information-to-release-4---case-number-20180214.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133--information-to-release-5---case-number-20180216-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133--information-to-release-5---case-number-20180216-1.pdf


 

Download October 2019 FoI-19-02133 - Information to release 6 - case number 

20180219 

 

FOI reply letter dated 15 October 2018 (Download October 2019 FoI-19-02133 

Response letter to SSW FOI): 

 

 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133---information-to-release-6---case-number-20180219.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133---information-to-release-6---case-number-20180219.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133-letter-in-response-to-ssw-foi.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133-letter-in-response-to-ssw-foi.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133-letter-in-response-to-ssw-foi.pdf


 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133-letter-in-response-to-ssw-foi.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133-letter-in-response-to-ssw-foi.pdf


 

FOI Disclosure #1 (Download October 2019 FoI-19-02133 - Information to release 1): 

Includes (in chronological order): 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133---information-to-release-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133---information-to-release-1.pdf


 

 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133---information-to-release-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133---information-to-release-1.pdf


 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133---information-to-release-1.pdf


 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133---information-to-release-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133---information-to-release-1.pdf


 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133---information-to-release-1.pdf


 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133---information-to-release-1.pdf


 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133---information-to-release-1.pdf


 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133---information-to-release-1.pdf


 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133---information-to-release-1.pdf


 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133---information-to-release-1.pdf


 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133---information-to-release-1.pdf


 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133---information-to-release-1.pdf


 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133---information-to-release-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133---information-to-release-1.pdf


 

[Photo taken in June 2018 of a well boat in Orkney] 

 

FOI Disclosure #2 (Download October 2019 FoI-19-02133 - Information to release 2): 

From: [Redacted]@marineharvest.com]  

Sent: 09 July 2018 09:35 
To: [Redacted] (MARLAB) 

Cc: Jhesketh-laird@scottishsalmon.co.uk; [Redacted] SG staff; [Redacted]@marineharvest.com; 
[Redacted]@scottishsalmon.com; [Redacted]@scottishsalmon.com; [Redacted]@griegseafood.com; 

[Redacted]@cookeaqua.com; [Redacted] 
@marineharvest.com; [Redacted]@scottishseafarms.com; [Redacted]@lochduart.com 
Subject: RE: FoI/18/01141 - Request for photographs of diseased salmon 
  
Dear [Redacted] 
  
Please find attached letter from our director of communications, Ian Roberts, with regards to the FOI 
above. 
Please could you include Ian on emails relating to this and any future FOI’s. 
  
Regards 
 
[Redacted] 
[Redacted] 
MARINE HARVEST SCOTLAND LTD 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133---information-to-release-2.docx
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133---information-to-release-1.pdf


MOBILE:   [Redacted] 

MAIL  [Redacted]@marineharvest.com 
WEB:        www.marineharvest.com 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

OFFICE:    Stob Ban House 
                Glen Nevis Business Park 
                Fort William 
                PH33 6RX 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

 
From: [Redacted] (MARLAB)  

Sent: 13 July 2018 12:12 
To: [Redacted]@marineharvest.com; [Redacted]@marineharvest.com'; Jhesketh-

laird@scottishsalmon.co.uk; [Redacted]@scottishsalmon.com; [Redacted]@scottishsalmon.com; 
[Redacted]@griegseafood.com; [Redacted]@cookeaqua.com; [Redacted]@marineharvest.com;  

[Redacted]@marineharvest.com;  [Redacted]@marineharvest.com; 
[Redacted]@scottishseafarms.com; [Redacted]@lochduart.com 

Cc: MS FishHealth (MS.FishHealth@gov.scot); [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted] (MARLAB); 

[Redacted] (MARLAB) 
Subject: RE: FoI/18/01141 - Request for photographs of diseased salmon - Further FoI requests 

 
Dear [Redacted] 
 
Many thanks for your communication which I have received and will reply to in due course. 
 
All 
 
Please note that Marine Scotland has recently received several further FoI requests which we are in 
the process of dealing with. The areas they include cover: 
 

 Copies of photos of Scottish farmed salmon and Scottish salmon farms during 2018 & 2016 – 
this is a follow up to the request for photos of diseased salmon 
 

 Copies of photos of farmed salmon (dead and alive) following treatment with the 
Thermolicer, Hydrolicer, Optilicer and other mechanical treatments since 1 January 2016 
 

 Information on the numbers of mortalities on salmon farms since 1 January 2018, including 
details of the mortality reporting thresholds 
   

 Information on disposal of farmed salmon via landfill, incineration, bio-gas and other 
disposal methods since 1 January 2018 
 

 Information on any reports (made by the FHI) to the Animal and Plant Health Agency in 
relation to farmed salmon 
 

 Information on mortalities and diseases at smolt salmon farms (freshwater and marine) 
during 2018 

 
We are in the process of identifying relevant information which we hold in relation to these 
requests. Where such information relates to your business interest then I will be in contact with you 
individually regarding the same. 
 

http://www.marineharvest.com/
mailto:Jhesketh-laird@scottishsalmon.co.uk
mailto:Jhesketh-laird@scottishsalmon.co.uk
mailto:MS.FishHealth@gov.scot


In addition to the requests listed above we have also received a request under the Environmental 
Information (Scotland) Regulations 2004 (EIRs) for information relating to the publication of photos 
of  diseased farmed salmon (FoI/18/01141) - including any correspondence (e.g. emails and letters) 
with salmon farming companies.  
 
You have an interest in the information which has been requested because you were one of the 
companies consulted about release of these photographs, and your communication with us on this 
matter falls within the scope of the request.  Therefore, I am writing to ask you for your views on 
whether this information should be disclosed, before we make a decision on the request.  Please 
note that this consultation is a courtesy, not a statutory obligation, and you do not have a veto on 
disclosure of the information.  Under the terms of the EIRs, the decision on whether or not to 
release the information is for the Scottish Government alone.  However, we will take account of your 
views. 
 
I should also explain that we can withhold information only if an exception under the EIRs applies to 
that information and the public interest in disclosure is not outweighed by the public interest in 
upholding the exception.  You can find detailed information about the EIRs on our website at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/about/foi or on the Scottish Information Commissioner’s website at: 
http://www.itspublicknowledge.info/home/ScottishInformationCommissioner.asp  
  
In order to ensure that we meet our statutory duty to respond to the request within 20 working days 
of receiving it, I must ask for your views by 23 July. 
 
Please be aware that I shall be out of the office next week but shall return on 23 July. If you wish for 
your communications to be considered before my return please copy them to our Duty Inspector 
through the Fish Health mailbox - MS.FishHealth@gov.scot  
 
With best regards, 
 
[Redacted] 
 
[Redacted] 
Marine Scotland – Science  
Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory, PO Box 101| 375, Victoria Road | Aberdeen AB11 9DB  
[Redacted] 
w: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/marinescotland  

 
From: [Redacted]@scottishseafarms.com]  
Sent: 07 August 2018 14:29 

To: [Redacted] (MARLAB) 
Cc: [Redacted] (MARLAB) 

Subject: RE: FoI/18/01141 - Request for photographs of diseased salmon - Further FoI requests 

 
Dear [Redacted], 
 
We consider that the new request should be considered under FOISA and not the EIRs. We believe 
that Marine Scotland should withhold the information under S30(b) of FOISA.  That allows an 
exemption to be applied by MS where disclosure would inhibit substantially the free and frank 
exchange of views. SSF provided frank views in order to assist MS with its deliberations and we and 
others would be less likely to do so in future if information were to be disclosed. 
 
Should this approach not be accepted we consider the email exchange with our lawyer to be exempt 
because of legal privilege, therefore only correspondence between myself as our company contact 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/about/foi
http://www.itspublicknowledge.info/home/ScottishInformationCommissioner.asp
mailto:MS.FishHealth@gov.scot
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/marinescotland


with Marine Scotland to be included.  In addition redaction of individual names we consider job title 
to be identifiable to individuals as such we understand Marine Scotland should redact job title 
working address and contact details in order to protect our personnel. 
 
Best regards, 
 
[Redacted] 
 

 

 
From: [Redacted](MARLAB)  
Sent: 09 August 2018 17:23 

To: Cabinet Secretary for the Rural Economy 

Cc: Cabinet Secretary for the Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform; Minister for Rural 
Affairs and the Natural Environment; Director of Marine Scotland Mailbox; Palmer MR (Mike); 

[Redacted] (MARLAB); [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted] (MARLAB); [Redacted] (MARLAB); 
[Redacted] (MARLAB); [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot; Communications Rural Economy 

& Environment; Higgins K (Kate); [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted] (MARLAB); 
[Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot 

 

Subject: Freedom of Information – FoI/18/01783 – proposed release information concerning the 
publication of photographs 

 
 
Dear [Redacted] 
 
The Cabinet Secretary will wish to be aware of the following FoI request and our proposed response 
to the same. 
 
The Cabinet Secretary will recall recent FoI requests relating to photographs of diseased farmed 
salmon. This request (FoI/18/01783) concerns information relating to the publication of photographs 
associated with the response to FoI/18/01141, and includes:  
 
•             details of how the industry stakeholders were consulted prior to the release of the 
information 
•             details of how the companies affected were made aware of the release date of information 
and publication  
•             information relating to correspondence (e.g. emails and letters) with salmon farming 
companies, the RSPCA, SSPCA, Government officials and any other parties 
 
Attached is our draft response letter along with documentation proposed for release. This includes 
several internal and external communications regarding the potential release of these images. There 
are communications with industry stakeholders, as well as policy colleagues within Scottish 
Government, including the FoI unit.  
 
The Cabinet Secretary will wish to be aware that we have fully explored the requirement to publish 
correspondence from stakeholder legal representatives. We have determined that legal privilege is 
only between a lawyer and their client.  As the Scottish Government aren’t the client, legal privilege 
cannot apply to the advice from the stakeholders solicitors in this case.  
 
We have consulted with the FoI unit concerning the response we propose. We have also informed 
relevant industry stakeholders. SpAds have already approved the draft responses. Lines will be 
developed and agreed with Communications colleagues.  



 
Regards, 
[Redacted] 
 << File: FoI-18-01783 draft letter.docx >>  << File: INFORMATION PROPOSED FOR RELEASE - names 
redacted documents numbered.docx >>  << File: INFORMATION PROPOSED FOR RELEASE - 060_ 
email attachment - evidence_arguments from SSF.pdf >>  
 
[Redacted] 
Marine Scotland – Science  
Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory, PO Box 101| 375, Victoria Road | Aberdeen AB11 9DB  
[Redacted] 
w: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/marinescotland  
 

 
 

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot 

Sent: 10 August 2018 09:58 
To: [Redacted] (MARLAB) 

Subject: RE: Freedom of Information – FoI/18/01783 – proposed release information concerning the 
publication of photographs 

 
 

Good morning [Redacted] 
 
Was this released yesterday? I was at the SSPO office yesterday and [Redacted] is at 

SAIC today. I can pick up assisting with comms/ lines today  
 
Cheers 
 
[Redacted] 

 
From: [Redacted] (MARLAB)  
Sent: 10 August 2018 14:16 
To: [Redacted]@scottishseafarms.com> 
Cc: [Redacted] (MARLAB)  
Subject: RE: FoI/18/01141 - Request for photographs of diseased salmon - Further FoI requests 
 
Dear [Redacted] 
 
The information that has been requested here is discussions about the release/publication of 
environmental information so falls under the definition of environmental information as defined by 
the legislation.  Therefore, we have to deal with the request under the EIRs. 
 
Regarding your comments about correspondence with your lawyer being subject to legal privilege, 
this only applies to communications between a lawyer and their client. As the Scottish Government 
are not the client here, legal privilege cannot apply to the communications from SSF solicitors.   
 
As you will know, the legislation requires that we operate with a strong presumption in favour of the 
release of information and that any exceptions must be applied restrictively.  We are also required 
to consider documents on a line-by-line basis and not withhold documents in their entirety if 
exceptions only apply to parts of documents.  We have been through all the information relevant to 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/marinescotland


this request on that basis, and do not consider that we can apply any exception that will allow us to 
withhold any part of the communications with SSF.   
 
I understand that you may be unwilling to engage so frankly with us on any future requests, and I am 
sorry to hear this.  We value your input, and often will only be able to withhold information that may 
damage the interests of SSF by considering evidence that only you are able to provide. I hope that 
we are still able to have these useful discussions in relation to any future requests. 
 
We agree with your position on job titles if these will identify individuals and will redact these before 
the information is released. 
 
Regards, 
[Redacted] 
 
[Redacted] 
Marine Scotland – Science  
Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory, PO Box 101| 375, Victoria Road | Aberdeen AB11 9DB  
[Redacted] 

 
w: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/marinescotland 

 
From: [Redacted]) (MARLAB)  
Sent: 29 August 2018 17:27 
To: [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted](MARLAB) [Redacted]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [Redacted](MARLAB) [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted](MARLAB) [Redacted]@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: FoI/18/01141 - Request for photographs of diseased salmon 
 

[Redacted] 
 
You may recall a communication from Marine Harvest’s [Redacted], in relation to the 
FoI / publication of photographs of diseased farmed salmon. 
 
This was received at the beginning of July and [Redacted] indicated he would be 
happy to contribute to a reply. 
 
Please find the attached draft, with thanks to [Redacted] for considerable input. 
 
Grateful for any input and particularly in relation to the reference to the Farmed Fish 
Health WG. 
 
Apologies that this reply will be so late, although we did address much / some of this 
in previous stakeholder communications on the issue. 
 
Thanks 
[Redacted]  
 

From: [Redacted] (MARLAB)  
Sent: 04 September 2018 16:31 
To: 'Julie Hesketh-Laird' <jhesketh-laird@scottishsalmon.co.uk> 
Cc: [Redacted]@scottishsalmon.co.uk>; [Redacted]@scottishsalmon.co.uk>; 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/marinescotland


[Redacted]@scottishsalmon.co.uk>; [Redacted] (MARLAB) [Redacted]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FoI/18/01141 - Request for photographs of diseased salmon - Further FoI requests 
 

Dear Julie 
 
I wanted to inform you that our reply to the FoI request for information concerning the 
release of photographs of diseased farmed salmon was subject to a review as 
requested by the applicant. As part of that review process the application of 
redaction was considered and it was concluded that your name should be released 
(as had been our original intention) in connection with the documentation sent to you 
as referred in the email below. 
 
Best regards, 
 
[Redacted] 
 
[Redacted] 
Marine Scotland – Science  
Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory, PO Box 101| 375, Victoria Road | Aberdeen AB11 9DB  
[Redacted]  
w: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/marinescotland  
 
 

From: Purvis N (Neil) (MARLAB)  

Sent: 18 September 2018 15:33 

To: : [Redacted]@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for the Rural Economy <CabSecRE@gov.scot> 

Cc: Cabinet Secretary for the Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 

<CabSecECCLR@gov.scot>; Minister for Rural Affairs and the Natural Environment 

<MinisterRANE@gov.scot>; Higgins K (Kate) <Kate.Higgins@gov.scot>; Director of Marine Scotland 

Mailbox <Directormarinescotland@gov.scot>; Palmer MR (Mike) <Mike.Palmer@gov.scot>; 

[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 

[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 

[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 

[Redacted]@gov.scot>; FoI SpAds PO <FoI.SpAdsPO@gov.scot><FoI.SpAdsPO@gov.scot> 

Subject: For Information - Response to FoI/18/02235 - photographs of diseased farmed salmon 

 

PS Cabinet Secretary for Rural Economy and Connectivity 

Please be aware of the attached response to an FoI request (FoI/18/02235) 

concerning photographs of diseased farmed salmon relating to fish farm sites 

operated by Scottish Sea Farms which will be released tomorrow – Wednesday 19 

September. 

The minister will be aware of previous FoI requests concerning the release and 

publication of similar images (FoI/18/01141; FoI/18/01869 and FoI/18/01782). This 

further request from [Redacted] relates to Scottish Sea Farms only and involves the 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/marinescotland
mailto:FoI.SpAdsPO@gov.scot


release of some 34 photographs relating to 9 fish farm inspections conducted by the 

Fish Health Inspectorate between 1 January 2013 and 31 December 2015. This 

response is consequent to previous requests which the SpAds and Ministers have 

approved. 

The photographs can be accessed through the following web link: 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/tcuk52i6qrpuw59/AABpH6fWZlodht51xTVSJxCXa?dl=0 

Lines developed for the original enquiry remain valid in the event of further enquiries.  

Best regards, 

[Redacted] 
Marine Scotland – Science  

Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory, PO Box 101| 375, Victoria Road | Aberdeen AB11 9DB 
 

From: [Redacted] On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for the Rural Economy 
Sent: 19 September 2018 16:19 
To: [Redacted]@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for the Rural Economy <CabSecRE@gov.scot> 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for the Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 
<CabSecECCLR@gov.scot>; Minister for Rural Affairs and the Natural Environment 
<MinisterRANE@gov.scot>; Higgins K (Kate) <Kate.Higgins@gov.scot>; Director of Marine Scotland 
Mailbox <Directormarinescotland@gov.scot>; Palmer MR (Mike) <Mike.Palmer@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; FoI SpAds PO <FoI.SpAdsPO@gov.scot><FoI.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>; FoI SpAds 
PO <FoI.SpAdsPO@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For Information - Response to FoI/18/02235 - photographs of diseased farmed salmon 
 

[Redacted],  
 
Mr Ewing has noted for his awareness.  
 
Thanks, 
[Redacted] 
[Redacted] 
Cabinet Secretary for Rural Economy 
CabsecRE@gov.scot 
0131 244 [Redacted] 
 
Please check our Ministerial Preferences 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a 
Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial 
meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official records of 
such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the 
Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/tcuk52i6qrpuw59/AABpH6fWZlodht51xTVSJxCXa?dl=0
mailto:CabSecRE@gov.scot
mailto:FoI.SpAdsPO@gov.scot
mailto:CabsecRE@gov.scot
http://saltire/my-workplace/ministerial-preferences-and-support/Environment-and-Rural-Economy/Pages/Fergus-Ewing.aspx
http://www.lobbying.scot/


 
 

From: [Redacted]On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for the Environment, Climate Change and Land 

Reform 

Sent: 19 September 2018 17:56 

To: [Redacted]@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for the Rural Economy <CabSecRE@gov.scot> 

Cc: Cabinet Secretary for the Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 

<CabSecECCLR@gov.scot>; Minister for Rural Affairs and the Natural Environment 

<MinisterRANE@gov.scot>; Higgins K (Kate) <Kate.Higgins@gov.scot>; Director of Marine Scotland 

Mailbox <Directormarinescotland@gov.scot>; Palmer MR (Mike) <Mike.Palmer@gov.scot>; 

[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 

[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 

[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 

[Redacted]@gov.scot>; FoI SpAds PO <FoI.SpAdsPO@gov.scot> 

Subject: RE: For Information - Response to FoI/18/02235 - photographs of diseased farmed salmon 

[Redacted] 

Ms Cunningham has noted for her interests.  

Thanks.  

[Redacted]  

[Redacted]@gov.scot | [Redacted]| Tel: 0131 244 [Redacted] 

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister 

relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be 

filed appropriately by the recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying 

(Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot  

 
 

From: [Redacted] On Behalf Of [Redacted] (MARLAB) 
Sent: 18 September 2018 15:59 
To: [Redacted] Sent to SG staff 
Subject: FW: Information publication and retention 
When: 05 October 2018 14:30-15:30 (UTC+00:00) Dublin, Edinburgh, Lisbon, London. 
Where: Marine Lab TBC 
 

Hi [Redacted]  
 
I will be at the ASSG conference so can’t make this meeting date. I was pressed by 
Kate Higgins today regarding publication of sea lice and mortality information. I am 
aware that [Redacted] has another sea lice information request from [Redacted]. It 
would be good if we can get the sea lice and mortality publication plan in order 
before this FoI is due? We really need to get this off the ground as quickly as 
possible now. Not least because the FFHWG will meet soon and the industry have 
met their publication actions.  

mailto:CabSecRE@gov.scot
mailto:CabSecECCLR@gov.scot
mailto:MinisterRANE@gov.scot
mailto:Kate.Higgins@gov.scot
mailto:Directormarinescotland@gov.scot
mailto:Mike.Palmer@gov.scot
mailto:FoI.SpAdsPO@gov.scot
http://www.lobbying.scot/


 
More widely I think it would be worth inviting someone from the Data Protection and 
Information Assets team with regards to advice on GDPR ( if applicable). There 
remains a question over the validity of us retaining photographs. We know we can 
take them and they are useful for diagnostics. But when the case is closed and there 
is no chance of a listed disease/ enforcement action becoming necessary, what is 
the purpose of keeping them. If we are moving to position which includes the 
publication of the photos I think we need to have to an a4 summary which reasons 
our position for Ministers OR gives them the choice where we go with this.  We need 
to be sure that it is within our right to retain case information for eternity { by being 
published online} 
 
I don’t have a particular contact but the team has an inbox dpa@gov.scot 
 
Cheers 
 
[Redacted] 

 
 

From: [Redacted] (MARLAB)  
Sent: 19 September 2018 08:40 
To: [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Information publication and retention 
 

All 
 
Could someone let me know what is the question on validity of retention of photos 
with respect to GDPR.  I thought this had all been looked into? 
 
The point is taken regarding the need to progress with the sea lice and mort 
reporting that FHI hold.  This can be progressed as I thought we had agreed to 
publish this having established that this is not data for scientific purposes but leads 
the FHI in their work. 
 
Progressing the wider policy on retention is important and urgent – hence the 
meeting. 
 
Regards 
 
[Redacted] 

 
 

From: [Redacted]@gov.scot>  

Sent: 19 September 2018 10:06 

To: [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 

[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 

[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot> 

Subject: RE: Information publication and retention 

mailto:dpa@gov.scot


 

Hi [Redacted], 
 
I think the reasoning in the response to [Redacted] of Cameron McKenna solicitors 
operating on behalf of The Scottish Salmon Company (attached) had established 
that the information gathered during our inspections is retained to primarily 
demonstrate that the legislation is implemented effectively, should we be subject to 
audit by the Commission or internally. There may be a question on how long this 
should be retained but this would depend on the timeframe that an audit would 
require information from. 
 
Cheers 
[Redacted] 

 
 

From: [Redacted] (MARLAB)  
Sent: 08 March 2019 14:30 
To: [Redacted] (MARLAB)  
Subject: Active Publication of Fish Health Inspectorate Information 
 

Dear Stakeholder  
 
Update on Active Publication of Fish Health Inspectorate Information 
 
I am writing as a follow up to my previous communication of 21 December 2018, 
letter attached for your reference. This concerned future plans within Marine 
Scotland’s Fish Health Inspectorate (FHI) for further active publication of information.  
 
I can advise you that, as of Wednesday 6 March 2019, sea lice and mortality 
information provided to the FHI through the reporting regimes has now been 
published. The information published includes sea lice information up to week 4 of 
2019 and mortality information reported up until to the end of January 2019 and can 
be located here: 
 
https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Fish-Shellfish/FHI/CaseInformation  
 
Going forwards, future publications will be made on a monthly basis, one month in 
arrears.  
 
The web pages also contains copies of the  notification forms which can be used to 
report mortality events and sea lice counts, where relevant. We would be obliged if 
you could use these forms for future notifications to help ensure a uniform approach 
and improved traceability of the information provided.   
 
 
Changes to case information publication 
 
We will also be changing the frequency of publication of case information including 
photographs (where relevant). Presently case information involves the publishing of 
closed (completed) cases on a quarterly basis, three months in arrears. From April 
2019 closed cases will be published monthly, one month in arrears. Therefore the 

https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Fish-Shellfish/FHI/CaseInformation


start of April will see the publication of relevant cases from January and February 
2019.  
 
The change aligns the three areas of information (cases, mortality and sea lice) into 
the same timescale for publication – monthly, one month in arrears. As you are 
aware these areas receive significant interest from third parties. The approach 
facilitates further in dealing with Freedom of Information requests and in meeting the 
Scottish Government principles of openness and accountability.  
 
 
If you have any queries regarding this then please do contact me. 
 
With best regards, 
 
[Redacted] 
 
[Redacted] 
Marine Scotland – Science  
Scottish Government | Marine Laboratory, PO Box 101| 375, Victoria Road | Aberdeen AB11 9DB  
[Redacted] 
w: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/marinescotland  

 

FOI Disclosure #3 (Download October 2019 FoI-19-02133 - Information to release 3): 

[Note that this same letter was included in release 1) 
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FOI Disclosure #4 (Download October 2019 FoI-19-02133 - Information to release 4 - 

case number 20180214): 

 

 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133---information-to-release-4---case-number-20180214.pdf
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Note that this case - 2018-0214 - relates to Cooke Aquaculture's Furnace hatchery on Loch 

Fyne.  The FHI Case Information for May 2018 (report starts at p237) details: 

 

https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00540809.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133---information-to-release-4---case-number-20180214.pdf
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https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00540809.pdf


 

FOI Disclosure #5 (Download October 2019 FoI-19-02133 - Information to release 5 - 

case number 20180216-1): 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133--information-to-release-5---case-number-20180216-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133--information-to-release-5---case-number-20180216-1.pdf
https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00540809.pdf
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Note that this case - 2018-0216 - relates to Mowi's Stulaigh Island salmon farm in Loch 

Eynort.  The FHI Case Information for June 2018 (report starts at p251) details: 

 

 

 

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=3709699
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=3709699
https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00540809.pdf
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FOI Disclosure #6 (Download October 2019 FoI-19-02133 - Information to release 6 - 

case number 20180219): 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133---information-to-release-6---case-number-20180219.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133---information-to-release-6---case-number-20180219.pdf
https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00540809.pdf
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Note that this case - 2018-0219 - relates to Loch Duart's Lochmaddy salmon farm.  The FHI 

Case Information for June 2018 (report starts at p298) details: 
 

https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00540809.pdf
https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00540809.pdf
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Appendix 2: 

 

Key points sourced from the documents disclosed via FOI-19-02133 on 15 October 

2019: 

 

1) Deletion of Photos?: 

 

An anonymous (name redacted) Scottish Government official suggested that photos may be 

deleted after an audit by the [European] Commission:  

 

"I think the reasoning in the response to [Redacted] of Cameron McKenna solicitors 

operating on behalf of The Scottish Salmon Company (attached) had established that the 

information gathered during our inspections is retained to primarily demonstrate that the 

legislation is implemented effectively, should we be subject to audit by the Commission or 

internally," wrote [name redacted] from the Scottish Government in an email dated 19 

September 2018.  "There may be a question on how long this should be retained but this 

would depend on the timeframe that an audit would require information from." 

 

This email replied to another email dated 19 September 2018 from an anonymous Scottish 

Government official stressing that a "wider policy on retention is important and urgent": 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-19-02133/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-19-02133/
https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00540809.pdf


 

"Could someone let me know what is the question on validity of retention of photos with 

respect to GDPR.  I thought this had all been looked into?  The point is taken regarding the 

need to progress with the sea lice and mort reporting that FHI hold.  This can be progressed 

as I thought we had agreed to publish this having established that this is not data for scientific 

purposes but leads the FHI in their work.  Progressing the wider policy on retention is 

important and urgent – hence the meeting." 

 

An email dated 18 September 2018 from another anonymous Scottish Government official 

referred to "a question over the validity of us retaining photographs" and stated that "we need 

to be sure that it is within our right to retain case information for eternity {by being published 

online}": 

 

"More widely I think it would be worth inviting someone from the Data Protection and 

Information Assets team with regards to advice on GDPR ( if applicable). There remains a 

question over the validity of us retaining photographs. We know we can take them and they 

are useful for diagnostics. But when the case is closed and there is no chance of a listed 

disease/ enforcement action becoming necessary, what is the purpose of keeping them. If we 

are moving to position which includes the publication of the photos I think we need to have 

to an a4 summary which reasons our position for Ministers OR gives them the choice where 

we go with this.  We need to be sure that it is within our right to retain case information for 

eternity { by being published online}." 

 

2) Objections to disclosure by Scottish Sea Farms, The Scottish Salmon Company & 

Marine Harvest (Mowi): 

 

Scottish Sea Farms was not happy that information (or photos) were disclosed but the 

Scottish Government were forced to disclose unwanted information: 

 

"Regarding your comments about correspondence with your lawyer being subject to legal 

privilege, this only applies to communications between a lawyer and their client," explained 

an anonymous Scottish Government [name redacted] to Scottish Sea Farms (SSF) on 10 

August 2018.  "As the Scottish Government are not the client here, legal privilege cannot 

apply to the communications from SSF solicitors.  As you will know, the legislation requires 

that we operate with a strong presumption in favour of the release of information and that any 

exceptions must be applied restrictively.  We are also required to consider documents on a 

line-by-line basis and not withhold documents in their entirety if exceptions only apply to 

parts of documents.  We have been through all the information relevant to this request on that 

basis, and do not consider that we can apply any exception that will allow us to withhold any 

part of the communications with SSF.  I understand that you may be unwilling to engage so 

frankly with us on any future requests, and I am sorry to hear this.  We value your input, and 

often will only be able to withhold information that may damage the interests of SSF by 

considering evidence that only you are able to provide.  I hope that we are still able to have 

these useful discussions in relation to any future requests." 

 

Lawyers acting for The Scottish Salmon Company also raised objections and requested a 

meeting (presumably to block further disclosures of photos).   

 

In a letter to Marine Scotland dated 6 July 2018, Marine Harvest's Director of 

Communications and Business Development (Ian Roberts) objected to further disclosures 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133---information-to-release-1.pdf


(citing The Ferret's "shock and horror headlines") claiming that "the risk of people turning 

away from a healthy food such as salmon as a reaction to irresponsible use of photos for the 

sole purpose of creating fear in the consumer, is a risk to public health".   

 

 

 
 

A letter in reply to Marine Harvest from the Scottish Government dated 5 September 2018 

included: 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133---information-to-release-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133---information-to-release-1.pdf


 
 

3) Changes to publication of photos came into effect in 2019: 

 

A letter from Marine Scotland to stakeholders dated 8 March 2019 explained changes to how 

information is published online and referred to the "significant interest from third parties":  

 

 
 
A letter to stakeholders from the Scottish Government dated 21 December 2018 referred to 

"widening the scope of active publication" - including: 

 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/foi-eir-release/2019/10/foi-19-02133/documents/foi-19-02133---information-released-2/foi-19-02133---information-released-2/govscot%3Adocument/FOI-19-02133%2B-%2BInformation%2BReleased%2B2
https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Fish-Shellfish/FHI/CaseInformation
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133---information-to-release-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133---information-to-release-1.pdf
https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Fish-Shellfish/FHI/CaseInformation


 
 

4) The Scottish Government is being forced to follow EU law: 
 

Despite objections from salmon farmers and their legal representatives, the Scottish 

Government explained that they are following the law by reporting on diseases and 

mortalities.  A letter from the Scottish Government to lawyers representing The Scottish 

Salmon Company dated 18 September 2018 included: 

 

 
 

5) The Cabinet Secretary for the Rural Economy (Fergus Ewing) was briefed that the 

Scottish Government had "fully explored" (and exhausted) the requirement to publish 

correspondence from lawyers acting for salmon farming companies: 

 

A Cabinet Secretary briefing dated 9 August 2018 included: 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/october-2019-foi-19-02133---information-to-release-1.pdf
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6) A photograph disclosed via the FOI reply details farmed salmon escaping from a well 

boat in Orkney in June 2018: 

 

 

 
 

 

Online via: EXPOSED: Photo Disclosures Opens Floodgates  to More Diseased & Deformed 

Scottish Salmon 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/10/exposed-photo-disclosures-reveals-diseased-deformed-scottish-salmon.html
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