
$camon $cotland, 25 April 2023  

 

FOI Exposes ‘Most Worrying’ Disposal of “Highly Odorous” Salmon Wastes in North Uist 

- Proposal by Whiteshore Cockles to dump 1.27 million tonnes of ‘condensate wastes’ per 

year as ‘agricultural fertilizer’ branded “utter bullshit” by campaigners 

 

 
 

A Freedom of Information disclosure (F0194566) by the Scottish Environment Protection 

Agency (9 March 2023) exposes plans by Whiteshore Cockles to dump 1.27 million tonnes of 

‘condensate wastes’ - derived from dead farmed salmon - per year over land in North Uist 

(including on or near Sites of Special Scientific Interest, Special Protected Areas and Special 

Areas of Conservation) under the guise of agricultural fertilizer [1].   The proposed dumping 

grounds include vast swathes of the Island of Vallay where Angus MacDonald (owner of 

Whiteshore Cockles) has already dumped a salmon feed barge [2].     

 

 
 

Last week (18 April 2023), SEPA issued a public consultation on “an application from 

Whiteshore Cockles for a permit to operate an installation at Kyles, Paible, Isle Of North Uist to 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/04/foi-exposes-whiteshore-cockles-spreading-wastes.html
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/disclosurelog/uploads/f0194566_doc9fe65b9ffa_release_f0194566.zip
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/leaked-video-photos-from-whiteshore-cockles-ciwf-investigation-2020-1.pdf
https://consultation.sepa.org.uk/permits/ppc-a-5001983-whiteshore-facility-ppc-application/?fbclid=IwAR3_frZZv64svM6n3J1iMHBnGbRmVRZeG4Iyo1JQNM9rtm959xCmuKs2_FY
https://vimeo.com/816912067


treat and recover putrescible fish farm mortality waste as an alternative to the historic burial of 

the same waste at the proposed site” with a deadline of 16 May 2023 [3].  SEPA’s Non-technical 

summary includes:  

 

 
 

 
 

SEPA’s Draft decision document includes: 

 

 

https://consultation.sepa.org.uk/permits/ppc-a-5001983-whiteshore-facility-ppc-application/user_uploads/whiteshore-cockles-salmon-morts-processing-facility-non-technical-summary.pdf
https://consultation.sepa.org.uk/permits/ppc-a-5001983-whiteshore-facility-ppc-application/user_uploads/whiteshore-cockles-salmon-morts-processing-facility-non-technical-summary.pdf
https://consultation.sepa.org.uk/permits/ppc-a-5001983-whiteshore-facility-ppc-application/user_uploads/whiteshore-cockles-salmon-morts-processing-facility-draft-decision-document-6.pdf
https://consultation.sepa.org.uk/permits/ppc-a-5001983-whiteshore-facility-ppc-application/user_uploads/whiteshore-cockles-salmon-morts-processing-facility-non-technical-summary.pdf
https://consultation.sepa.org.uk/permits/ppc-a-5001983-whiteshore-facility-ppc-application/user_uploads/whiteshore-cockles-salmon-morts-processing-facility-non-technical-summary.pdf
https://consultation.sepa.org.uk/permits/ppc-a-5001983-whiteshore-facility-ppc-application/user_uploads/whiteshore-cockles-salmon-morts-processing-facility-draft-decision-document-6.pdf


 

 
 

 

An email from SEPA in June 2022 – disclosed via F0194566 in March 2023 – states that “there 

seems to simply be too much waste” with a staggering 1,267,500 tonnes spread to land per year:  

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/12_re_-whiteshore-cockles-north-uist---proposed-para-7-rr.pdf
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/disclosurelog/uploads/f0194566_doc9fe65b9ffa_release_f0194566.zip
https://consultation.sepa.org.uk/permits/ppc-a-5001983-whiteshore-facility-ppc-application/user_uploads/whiteshore-cockles-salmon-morts-processing-facility-draft-decision-document-6.pdf
https://consultation.sepa.org.uk/permits/ppc-a-5001983-whiteshore-facility-ppc-application/user_uploads/whiteshore-cockles-salmon-morts-processing-facility-draft-decision-document-6.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/12_re_-whiteshore-cockles-north-uist---proposed-para-7-rr.pdf


 
 

 

 

 
 

“The waste impacts of salmon farming is spreading like a malignant cancer around the Highlands 

and Islands of Scotland,” said Don Staniford, Director of $camon $cotland. “Whiteshore Cockles 

has been illegally dumping diseased Scottish salmon for nearly twenty years and deserves to be 

consigned to the dustbin of history.  Disposing hundreds of thousands of tonnes of ‘condensate 

wastes’ over sensitive habitats and protected ecosystems under the guise of agricultural fertilizer 

stinks to high heaven and is utter bullshit.  The only stink-free solution to Scottish salmon’s 

rising mortality mountain is to close down all disease-ridden feedlots.”   

 

For more information – including photos and video footage shot at Whiteshore Cockles – please 

see Note [4]. 

 

 

https://scottishscamon.co.uk/contact-us
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/12_re_-whiteshore-cockles-north-uist---proposed-para-7-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/12_re_-whiteshore-cockles-north-uist---proposed-para-7-rr.pdf
https://vimeo.com/554460315


FOI Backgrounder (March 2023):  

 

Whiteshore Cockles – Scottish Salmon’s Never-Ending Waste Disposal Nightmare: 

 

 
 

SEPA’s F0194566 EIR Response (March 2023) disclosed 44 documents via RELEASE 

F0194566 which included (in chronological order where possible): 

 

44_RE_ 20220920_Whiteshore_Para7_Benefit Statement_response RR 

 

SEPA wrote to IPPC consultants (and other parties – names redacted) on 20 September 2022: 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www2.sepa.org.uk/disclosurelog/uploads/f0194566_doc2dcb46ebbd_f0194566_eir_response.pdf
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/disclosurelog/uploads/f0194566_doc9fe65b9ffa_release_f0194566.zip
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/disclosurelog/uploads/f0194566_doc9fe65b9ffa_release_f0194566.zip
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/44_re_-20220920_whiteshore_para7_benefit-statement_response-rr.pdf
https://vimeo.com/816910968
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/44_re_-20220920_whiteshore_para7_benefit-statement_response-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/44_re_-20220920_whiteshore_para7_benefit-statement_response-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/44_re_-20220920_whiteshore_para7_benefit-statement_response-rr.pdf


 

 
 

Via:  

 

 

27_20220908_Whiteshore_SEPA_NatureScot_Para7_Assessment RR 

 

SEPA wrote to Nature Scotland on 8 September 2022: 

 

 
 

 
 

Via:  

 

 

 

40_RE_ 20220906_Whiteshore Cockles para 7 draft (1) RR 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/27_20220908_whiteshore_sepa_naturescot_para7_assessment-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/40_re_-20220906_whiteshore-cockles-para-7-draft-1-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/44_re_-20220920_whiteshore_para7_benefit-statement_response-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/44_re_-20220920_whiteshore_para7_benefit-statement_response-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/27_20220908_whiteshore_sepa_naturescot_para7_assessment-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/27_20220908_whiteshore_sepa_naturescot_para7_assessment-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/27_20220908_whiteshore_sepa_naturescot_para7_assessment-rr.pdf


 

SEPA wrote on 6 September 2022: 

 

 
 

  

 

Via:  

 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/40_re_-20220906_whiteshore-cockles-para-7-draft-1-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/40_re_-20220906_whiteshore-cockles-para-7-draft-1-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/40_re_-20220906_whiteshore-cockles-para-7-draft-1-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/40_re_-20220906_whiteshore-cockles-para-7-draft-1-rr.pdf


26b_Whiteshore Agricultural Benefit Report RR 

 

An ‘Agricultural Benefit’ report justifying the spreading of condensate wastes sent by IPPC 

Consultants on behalf of Whiteshore Cockles on 2 September 2022 to SEPA included:  

 

 

 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/26b_whiteshore-agricultural-benefit-report-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/26b_whiteshore-agricultural-benefit-report-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/26b_whiteshore-agricultural-benefit-report-rr.pdf


 
 

Via:  

 

 

 

26_20220906_Whiteshore Cockles para 7 draft RR  

 

SEPA wrote on 5 July 2022: 

 

 
 

SEPA wrote on 4 July 2022: 

 

 

Via:  

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/26_20220906_whiteshore-cockles-para-7-draft-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/26b_whiteshore-agricultural-benefit-report-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/26b_whiteshore-agricultural-benefit-report-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/26_20220906_whiteshore-cockles-para-7-draft-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/26_20220906_whiteshore-cockles-para-7-draft-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/26_20220906_whiteshore-cockles-para-7-draft-rr.pdf


11_RE_ Whiteshore Cockles para 7 problems RR 

 

SEPA wrote on 15 June 2022: 

 

Via:  

 

 

12_RE_ Whiteshore Cockles North Uist - proposed para 7 RR  

 

SEPA wrote on 8 June 2022: 

 

 

Via:  

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/11_re_-whiteshore-cockles-para-7-problems-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/12_re_-whiteshore-cockles-north-uist---proposed-para-7-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/11_re_-whiteshore-cockles-para-7-problems-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/11_re_-whiteshore-cockles-para-7-problems-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/12_re_-whiteshore-cockles-north-uist---proposed-para-7-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/12_re_-whiteshore-cockles-north-uist---proposed-para-7-rr.pdf


7_Re_ Whiteshores Cockles_ Paible_ North Uist RR 

 

Comhairle Nan Eilean Siar (Western Isles Council) wrote to SEPA and Nature Scotland on 25 

May 2022: 

 

 
 

 

SEPA staff replied internally on 26 May 2022: 

 

 

Via:  

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/7_re_-whiteshores-cockles_-paible_-north-uist-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/7_re_-whiteshores-cockles_-paible_-north-uist-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/7_re_-whiteshores-cockles_-paible_-north-uist-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/7_re_-whiteshores-cockles_-paible_-north-uist-rr.pdf


37a_20220513_PPC-A-5001983_AS_response_LA consultee_comments RR 

 

An undated & unattributed reply/response to Comhairle Nan Eilean Nan’s letter dated 3 May 

2022 – titled: 37a_20220513_PPC-A-5001983_AS_response_LA consultee_comments RR.pdf – 

included: 

 
 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/37a_20220513_ppc-a-5001983_as_response_la-consultee_comments-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/37a_20220513_ppc-a-5001983_as_response_la-consultee_comments-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/37a_20220513_ppc-a-5001983_as_response_la-consultee_comments-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/37a_20220513_ppc-a-5001983_as_response_la-consultee_comments-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/37a_20220513_ppc-a-5001983_as_response_la-consultee_comments-rr.pdf


 

 

 
 

 
 

Via:  

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/37a_20220513_ppc-a-5001983_as_response_la-consultee_comments-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/37a_20220513_ppc-a-5001983_as_response_la-consultee_comments-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/37a_20220513_ppc-a-5001983_as_response_la-consultee_comments-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/37a_20220513_ppc-a-5001983_as_response_la-consultee_comments-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/37a_20220513_ppc-a-5001983_as_response_la-consultee_comments-rr.pdf


37b_220503 - Consultee Response - LA RR 

A letter from Comhairle Nan Eilean Siar (Western Isles Council) to SEPA dated 3 May 2022 

included: 

 
 

 
 

 

Via:  

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/37b_220503---consultee-response---la-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/37b_220503---consultee-response---la-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/37b_220503---consultee-response---la-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/37b_220503---consultee-response---la-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/37b_220503---consultee-response---la-rr.pdf


8_RE_ Whiteshore Cockles RR 

 

SEPA wrote on 30 March 2022: 

 

 

Via:  

 

28_Environmental Event_Burning WasteIsle Nth Uist RR 

 

In February 2022, SEPA reported an ‘Environmental Event’ at Whiteshores fish dump (“again”): 

 

 

Via:  

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/8_re_-whiteshore-cockles-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/28_environmental-event_burning-wasteisle-nth-uist-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/8_re_-whiteshore-cockles-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/28_environmental-event_burning-wasteisle-nth-uist-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/28_environmental-event_burning-wasteisle-nth-uist-rr.pdf


17_RE_ Whiteshore Cockles - media enquiry - DRAFT (1) RR 

SEPA reported in January 2022 (following a media enquiry by The Ferret): 

 

Via:  

47a 27-10-21 - First letter to SEPA RR 

In October 2021, Alasdair Allan MSP raised concerns on behalf of a constituent about fish waste 

disposal by Whiteshore Cockles in North Uist in a letter to SEPA: 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/17_re_-whiteshore-cockles---media-enquiry---draft-1-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/47a-27-10-21---first-letter-to-sepa-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/17_re_-whiteshore-cockles---media-enquiry---draft-1-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/17_re_-whiteshore-cockles---media-enquiry---draft-1-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/47a-27-10-21---first-letter-to-sepa-rr.pdf


 
 

Via:  

 

 

Read more via: 

 

EXPOSED: Whiteshore Estimates 97,500 Litres of Mort Wastes PER WEEK (with 25,000 litres 

of 'condensate effluent' spread on Isle of Vallay & tankers to the mainland)! 

FOI disclosure on Whiteshore Cockles from Western Isles Council (31 January 2023) 

FishyLeaks: Videos Expose Disease-Ridden Scottish Salmon (as certified by RSPCA Assured)! 

The Ferret: "‘Illegal’ dumping of dead fish in Outer Hebrides continues despite ban vow" 

Media Backgrounder: Leaked Video & Photos from Whiteshore Cockles CIWF Investigation 

Stinky Scottish Salmon: FOI reveals "the stench of rotten fish blowing on the wind....something 

foul, clearly death and decay"! 

Closing the Net on Diseased Scottish Salmon - Whiteshore Cockles Finally Dumped in March! 

The ‘illegal’ dumping of dead fish in Hebridean beauty spot set to end 

FOI disclosure on Whiteshore Cockles by the Scottish Government (202100254831) on 8 

December 2021 

The Times: "Tougher curbs for island salmon graveyard in Outer Hebrides" 

FOI disclosure on Whiteshore Cockles by the Scottish Government in August 2021 

Exposed: 'Legal' Salmon Dump in North Uist Caught Importing Diseased Fish From the 

Mainland (& they've still not applied to SEPA for a pollution permit)! 

Taking the Fish - Illegal Salmon Dump Caught Taking Diseased Fish from the Mainland Despite 

'Derogation'! 

Scottish Government ‘exploring strategies’ for mort burial site 

P&J: "Lives of Western Isles residents ‘severely hampered by rotting fish dump’" 

The Times: "Fish graveyard ‘severely hampers’ life for islanders, officials claim"  

FOI Lifts Lid on the Stench of Scottish Salmon: Government Legal Department Target Illegal 

Dumping of Diseased Salmon 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/01/exposed-illegal-dumping-at-whiteshore-cockles-may-finally-end-in-march-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/01/exposed-illegal-dumping-at-whiteshore-cockles-may-finally-end-in-march-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/01/foi-disclosure-on-whiteshore-cockles-from-western-isles-council-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/01/fishyleaks-video-footage-exposes-welfare-nightmare-of-rspca-assured-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/01/the-ferret-illegal-dumping-of-dead-fish-in-outer-hebrides-continues-despite-ban-vow-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/leaked-video-photos-from-whiteshore-cockles-ciwf-investigation-2020-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/12/stinky-scottish-salmon-foi-disclosure-on-whiteshore-cockles-from-the-scottish-government-17-october-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/12/stinky-scottish-salmon-foi-disclosure-on-whiteshore-cockles-from-the-scottish-government-17-october-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/closing-the-net-on-diseased-scottish-salmon-whiteshore-cockles-finally-dumped-in-march.html
https://theferret.scot/illegal-dumping-dead-fish-in-hebridean-set-to-end/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/12/foi-disclosure-on-whiteshore-cockles-by-the-scottish-government-202100254831-on-8-december-2021.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/12/foi-disclosure-on-whiteshore-cockles-by-the-scottish-government-202100254831-on-8-december-2021.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/09/the-times-tougher-curbs-for-island-salmon-graveyard-in-outer-hebrides-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/09/foi-disclosure-on-whiteshore-cockles-by-the-scottish-government-in-august-2021.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/exposed-illegal-salmon-dump-caught-importing-diseased-fish-from-the-mainland-theyve-still-not-applie.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/exposed-illegal-salmon-dump-caught-importing-diseased-fish-from-the-mainland-theyve-still-not-applie.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/struggling-scottish-salmon-farmers-still-caught-up-in-scandal-of-illegally-dumping-diseased-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/struggling-scottish-salmon-farmers-still-caught-up-in-scandal-of-illegally-dumping-diseased-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/scottish-government-exploring-strategies-for-mort-burial-site.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/pj-lives-of-western-isles-residents-severely-hampered-by-rotting-fish-dump.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/the-times-fish-graveyard-severely-hampers-life-for-islanders-officials-claim-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/foi-reply-on-whiteshore-cockles-by-the-scottish-government-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/foi-reply-on-whiteshore-cockles-by-the-scottish-government-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/47a-27-10-21---first-letter-to-sepa-rr.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/47a-27-10-21---first-letter-to-sepa-rr.pdf


Appeal to Scottish Information Commissioner re. FOI refusal by Western Isles Council on 

Whiteshore Cockles  

Letter to Scottish Ministers on Illegal Dumping of Diseased Scottish Salmon in North Uist  

Daily Mail: "Dumped into the dunes....thousands of rotten, disease ridden salmon" 

Independent: "Scottish islanders raise a stink over vast salmon graveyard" 

Video Exposes Mass Graves of Millions of Diseased Scottish Salmon  

The Times: "Islanders raise a stink over vast salmon graveyard"  

Sunday National: "The Millions of Dead Salmon Dumped, Burnt or Destroyed" 

Revealed: Burned, Buried & Ensiled Scottish Salmon 

Media Backgrounder: Mort Disposal of Scottish Farmed Salmon - Ewan Kennedy - The €10 

Million Mort Man 

European Commission complaint over dead fish dumping forces rule change 

Where have all the dead fish gone? 

Fears raised by salmon dump 

Diseased fish dumping continues 

 

 

Contact: 

 

Don Staniford: 07771 541826 (salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com)  

 

 

Notes to Editors: 

 

[1]   

 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/appeal-to-scottish-information-re-foi-refusal-by-western-isles-council-on-whiteshore-cockles-.html
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https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/letter-to-scottish-ministers-on-illegal-dumping-of-diseased-scottish-salmon-in-north-uist-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/05/daily-mail-dumped-into-the-dunesthousands-of-rotten-disease-ridden-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/05/independent-scottish-islanders-raise-a-stink-over-vast-salmon-graveyard.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/05/video-exposes-mass-graves-of-millions-of-diseased-scottish-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/05/the-times-islanders-raise-a-stink-over-vast-salmon-graveyard-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/sunday-national-the-millions-of-dead-salmon-dumped-burnt-or-destroyed-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/revealed-burned-buried-ensiled-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-mort-disposal-may-2017-2.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-mort-disposal-may-2017-2.pdf
http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/14417167.European_Commission_complaint_over_dead_fish_dumping_forces_rule_change/
https://www.robedwards.com/2013/02/where-have-all-the-dead-fish-gone.html
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/fears-raised-by-salmon-dump-tfnn350wn59
http://downsizer.net/Diseased_fish_dumping_continues_about5323.html&sid=6362d107b711385e4879a448dde3a020
mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/disclosurelog/
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/disclosurelog/


SEPA’s FOI response letter dated 2 March 2023 includes:

https://www2.sepa.org.uk/disclosurelog/uploads/f0194566_doc2dcb46ebbd_f0194566_eir_response.pdf
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/disclosurelog/uploads/f0194566_doc2dcb46ebbd_f0194566_eir_response.pdf


 

 
 

 
 

https://www2.sepa.org.uk/disclosurelog/uploads/f0194566_doc2dcb46ebbd_f0194566_eir_response.pdf
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/disclosurelog/uploads/f0194566_doc2dcb46ebbd_f0194566_eir_response.pdf


 
 

Download the 44 documents via RELEASE F0194566  

 

 

[2]  Photos of a salmon feed barge dumped on Vallay (planning documents online here): 

 

 
 

https://www2.sepa.org.uk/disclosurelog/uploads/f0194566_doc9fe65b9ffa_release_f0194566.zip
https://planning.cne-siar.gov.uk/PublicAccess/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=NSZ6E5RO02A00
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/disclosurelog/uploads/f0194566_doc2dcb46ebbd_f0194566_eir_response.pdf


 
 

A whistleblower told Scottish Salmon Watch in May 2021: 

 

“The planning conditions for this by SEPA were that it had to be used for storage of grain within 

2 years or it was to be removed. The island of Vallay is a SSSI.  

 

It must be over 4 yrs since it was ‘installed’ and is in nowhere near the same condition as implied 

with the photographs submitted to planning. 

 

It has not and will never be used for grain storage. That end of the island has never been 

cultivated for grain, certainly hasn’t in recent years. 

 

The story in the local grape vine is that the land owner was paid a vast amount of money to take 

them away from the fish farm as it would cost even more to decommission them properly.   

 

You know the land owner that was paid to do this as he features in the BBC one show and 

already ‘does business’ with the fish farms.  

 

I was there last year and the hand rails and the exteriors are crumbling in to the sea, literally. I 

nearly fell through one when it fell apart. 

 

SNH will never enforce the planning conditions because the land owner is too ‘well connected’ 

and who would want to upset the precious salmon farming industry.  He’s not even challenged 

when the fish pits mean school kids can’t open windows in the classrooms because the stench is 

too bad.  Locals were devastated about these monstrosities.  It’s clearly seen from the roadside 

and also our stunning beach of traigh iar.  Not to mention they will soon be washing around the 

beaches and our shore causing who knows what damage to the environment as they continue to 

crumble... 

 

I don’t wish to publically comment on any of this and please do not use my name or profile but I 

do think this story should be shared, at least those parts that are known in fact and writing re the 



planning consent.  SNH could be asked to comment or better still enforce the condition. I doubt 

that will ever happen though!” 

 

[3] 

 

 
 

 
 

https://consultation.sepa.org.uk/permits/ppc-a-5001983-whiteshore-facility-ppc-application/?fbclid=IwAR3_frZZv64svM6n3J1iMHBnGbRmVRZeG4Iyo1JQNM9rtm959xCmuKs2_FY
https://consultation.sepa.org.uk/permits/ppc-a-5001983-whiteshore-facility-ppc-application/?fbclid=IwAR3_frZZv64svM6n3J1iMHBnGbRmVRZeG4Iyo1JQNM9rtm959xCmuKs2_FY


[4]  Media Backgrounder: Leaked Video & Photos from Whiteshore Cockles CIWF 

Investigation (January 2023) 

 

Here’s leaked video footage taken in October 2020 by an investigator working for Compassion 

in World Farming: 

 

 
 

 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/leaked-video-photos-from-whiteshore-cockles-ciwf-investigation-2020-1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/leaked-video-photos-from-whiteshore-cockles-ciwf-investigation-2020-1.pdf
https://vimeo.com/782794611/b1de13a6f2
https://vimeo.com/782811246/cbd53241b8


More leaked video footage shot for CIWF in October 2020:  

 

 
 

 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=62V60B54ADE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GzqmfDotfCU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FPO1QslCSY8


Here are leaked photos taken in October 2020 by an investigator working for Compassion in 

World Farming: 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

In March 2021, CIWF published two photos from Whiteshore Cockles (the last two photos 

above): 

 

 
 

https://ciwf.assetbank-server.com/assetbank-ciwf/images/assetbox/acacf722-717d-46b8-a03e-05473c23360c/assetbox.html
https://ciwf.assetbank-server.com/assetbank-ciwf/images/assetbox/acacf722-717d-46b8-a03e-05473c23360c/asset80448.html


 
 

 

When Compassion in World Farming published a 3-minute compilation of video footage in 

March 2021 a few brief clips from Whiteshore Cockles were included but CIWF has refused to 

publish the extensive video footage shot in October 2020: 

 

 
 

 

 

https://theferret.scot/suffering-endemic-scottish-salmon-farms-video/
https://theferret.scot/suffering-endemic-scottish-salmon-farms-video/
https://ciwf.assetbank-server.com/assetbank-ciwf/images/assetbox/acacf722-717d-46b8-a03e-05473c23360c/asset80447.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xqo2h6WfYb4&t=13s


 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xqo2h6WfYb4&t=13s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xqo2h6WfYb4&t=13s


 
 

 

In May 2021, Scottish Salmon Watch published video footage from Whiteshore Cockles (Don 

Staniford visited the site late in the evening on 3 May 2021): 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/05/video-exposes-mass-graves-of-millions-of-diseased-scottish-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/05/video-exposes-mass-graves-of-millions-of-diseased-scottish-salmon-.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xqo2h6WfYb4&t=13s
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/05/video-exposes-mass-graves-of-millions-of-diseased-scottish-salmon-.html


 
 

 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/552724450
https://vimeo.com/554460315


In June 2021, Scottish Salmon Watch published photos taken by a tourist walking along the 

beach next to Whiteshore Cockles:  

 

 
 

https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1404365772676272136
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1404365772676272136
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1404365772676272136


 
 

Watch video footage taken by a tourist walking along the public beach next to Whiteshore 

Cockles in June 2021 (the same tourist took the photos above): 

 

 
 

https://vimeo.com/562683501
https://vimeo.com/562683501
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1404365772676272136
https://vimeo.com/562683501


In August 2018, Joe Crowley and the BBC One Show visited Whiteshore Cockles with Angus 

Macdonald claiming in an interview that the dumping of diseased salmon would stop soon:  

 

Watch the gruesome video footage on the ‘BBC One Show’ in September 2018 online here 

 

   

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3hAUkRiZ9o0&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BuNB-W8sTMg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3hAUkRiZ9o0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BuNB-W8sTMg


 
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BuNB-W8sTMg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BuNB-W8sTMg


 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BuNB-W8sTMg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BuNB-W8sTMg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BuNB-W8sTMg


 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BuNB-W8sTMg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BuNB-W8sTMg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BuNB-W8sTMg


Here’s Scottish Minister Kate Forbes visiting Whiteshore Cockles in October 2019 (listening to 

Angus Macdonald of Whiteshore Cockles): 

 

 

 

This photo – obtained from the Scottish Government via FOI in June 2021 – is understood to be 

of Scottish Minister Kate Forbes during her visit to Whiteshore Cockles in October 2019: 

 

https://twitter.com/scotgoveconomy/status/1179426159941033984
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/annex-7.9---whiteshore-foi_redacted_page_7.pdf
https://twitter.com/scotgoveconomy/status/1179426159941033984


 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/annex-7.9---whiteshore-foi_redacted_page_7.pdf
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1410493834597896194


Here are more photos of Whiteshore Cockles obtained by Scottish Salmon Watch from the 

Scottish Government via FOI in June 2021: 

 

 
 

 

 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/foi-reply-on-whiteshore-cockles-by-the-scottish-government-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/foi-reply-on-whiteshore-cockles-by-the-scottish-government-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/annex-7.5---whiteshore-foi_redacted_page_2.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/annex-7.1---whiteshore-foi_redacted_page_6.pdf


 
 

 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/annex-7.8---whiteshore-foi_redacted_page_8.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/annex-7.7---whiteshore-foi_redacted_page_9.pdf


 
 

 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/annex-7.6---whiteshore-foi_redacted_page_1.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/annex-7.4---whiteshore-foi_redacted_page_3.pdf


 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/annex-7.3---whiteshore-foi_redacted_page_4.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/annex-1--whiteshore-foi_redacted.pdf

