
$camon $cotland, 31 October 2023  

 

Frankenfish Nightmare of RSPCA Assured Scottish Salmon  

 

- Shocking video footage lifts the lid on the hell inside salmon cages 

- Investors & shareholders spooked by horrific death rates 

- 1,000 mile ‘End Salmon Farming’ tour starts on Halloween outside the RSPCA  

 

Campaigners are showcasing gruesome video footage of RSPCA Assured Scottish salmon at 

supermarkets across the UK with protests outside M&S and Selfridges in London yesterday;   

events at RSPCA Assured in Horsham and Waitrose in Bracknell today; the Soil Association in 

Bristol tomorrow and ending in Edinburgh on 6 November (read more online here).   

 

 
 

Covert surveillance inside over a dozen salmon farms during 2023 has exposed the welfare 

nightmare of RSPCA Assured Scottish salmon - watch a summary of the horrific video footage 

online here [1].   

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/10/end-salmon-farming-tour-kicks-off-despite-legal-threats-by-norwegian-almafia.html
https://vimeo.com/879317077/c3a2f13417
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/10/photos-from-london-supermarket-protests-with-tv-screen-dr-rod-osullivan-.html
https://vimeo.com/879317077/c3a2f13417


“Salmon farming is a Frankenfish horror story,” said Don Staniford, Director of $camon 

$cotland who kicks off on a 1,000 mile ‘End Salmon Farming’ tour of the UK on Halloween at 

the RSPCA’s head office in Horsham.  “It is painfully clear from the covert video footage that 

RSPCA Assured salmon farming is a welfare nightmare.  Please avoid Scottish salmon – 

greenwashed as ‘responsibly sourced’ via RSPCA Assured, the Soil Association and the 

Aquaculture Stewardship Council - like the proverbial plague.  Shoppers are urged to join the 

global boycott of Scottish salmon and put an end to the suffering of tens of millions of Atlantic 

salmon crammed in cages around the Highlands and Islands of Scotland.  People have to be 

brain-dead to eat zombie Scottish salmon!” 

 

 
 

RSPCA Assured raked in over £690,000 in certification fees to greenwash Scottish salmon in 

2022 with every salmon farming company in Scotland now accredited as RSPCA Assured and 

51 salmon farms greenwashed by the ASC [2].  A further nine salmon farms are certified by the 

Soil Association as ‘organic’ [3].   

 

Salmon farming in Scotland – 99% of which is controlled/owned by foreign capital/companies – 

is haemorrhaging $almoney with massive financial losses forecast when the Q3 2023 results are 

published next month [4].   

 

Public opposition to salmon farming is growing with more and more high profile people 

speaking out against farmed salmon [5].   

 

Contact: 

 

Don Staniford: 07771 541826 (salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com)  

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/10/end-salmon-farming-tour-kicks-off-despite-legal-threats-by-norwegian-almafia.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/10/end-salmon-farming-tour-kicks-off-despite-legal-threats-by-norwegian-almafia.html
mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
https://vimeo.com/878752294


Notes to Editors: 

 

[1] Longer individual video files are available via: 

 

Bakkafrost, Isle of Mull 

Bakkafrost, Loch Carron 

Bakkafrost, Portree 

Loch Duart, Sutherland 

Mowi, Loch Sunart 

Mowi, Loch Torridon 

Mowi, Sconser Quarry 

Scottish Sea Farms, Loch Kishorn 

Scottish Sea Farms, Loch Linnhe  

Wester Ross Fisheries (Mowi), Loch Broom  

 

Video messages from Don Staniford: 

End Salmon Farming on Land & Sea - please join the Scottish salmon boycott! 

Please Join the Scottish Salmon Boycott! 

End the Welfare Nightmare of RSPCA Assured Scottish Salmon! 

 

Other video footage shot inside RSPCA Assured salmon farms during 2023 is available via: 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/vivacampaigns/sets/72177720311285139/with/53196052138/  

https://viva.org.uk/animals/campaigns/investigation-scottish-salmon-2023/   

https://animalequality.org.uk/blog/2023/09/11/countryfile-deaths-scottish-salmon-farms-fish-

welfare-expert-says-bbc-didnt-go-far-enough/  

https://wildfish.org/latest-news/certification-of-farmed-salmon/  

 

[2] The Times reported (24 October 2023): “The amount salmon farming and associated groups 

pay in membership and licence fees to the RSPCA Assured charity, which aims to improve farm 

animal welfare, has risen.  The figure increased from £500,000 in 2020 to £690,000 last year.” 

 

The Sunday Times reported in February 2020: “The Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 

to Animals (RSPCA) has revealed it was paid more than £500,000 by Scottish salmon farmers 

for membership of an ethical food scheme.  The charity admitted the money was received this 

year from 150 farms — about 60% of the industry……Under the RSPCA scheme, salmon farms 

pay an annual membership — currently £583 — and a quarterly licence fee based on the amount 

of produce sold in the UK…..According to figures that will be published later this year, RSPCA 

Assured generated a total income of more than £3.3m in 2019-20. The charity does not usually 

provide a breakdown of income by sector but released data following a request from this 

newspaper. The figures show that of the £3.3m, salmon farms in Scotland contributed £513,000, 

15% more than in 2018 (£446,481) and 9% more than in 2017 (£468,808).” 

 

Fish Farming Expert reported in October 2021: “All of Scotland’s salmon farmers are allied to 

RSPCA Assured and are included in the directory apart from Skye farmer Organic Sea Harvest, 

which is certified by the Soil Association and covered by the Association’s own welfare 

https://vimeo.com/878740556/bf6a668b47
https://vimeo.com/878747945/ce994bdf96
https://vimeo.com/878752294/890f7e9c4f
https://vimeo.com/878761948/4e9a97c595
https://vimeo.com/878768842/2e3291a185
https://vimeo.com/878773197/0aa731bd7d?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/878777480/07d3858820
https://vimeo.com/878780436/34f2276910
https://vimeo.com/879316565/8b8c3e4144
https://vimeo.com/878787074/0d2e022562
https://vimeo.com/878807155
https://vimeo.com/878811081
https://vimeo.com/878812233
https://www.flickr.com/photos/vivacampaigns/sets/72177720311285139/with/53196052138/
https://viva.org.uk/animals/campaigns/investigation-scottish-salmon-2023/
https://animalequality.org.uk/blog/2023/09/11/countryfile-deaths-scottish-salmon-farms-fish-welfare-expert-says-bbc-didnt-go-far-enough/
https://animalequality.org.uk/blog/2023/09/11/countryfile-deaths-scottish-salmon-farms-fish-welfare-expert-says-bbc-didnt-go-far-enough/
https://wildfish.org/latest-news/certification-of-farmed-salmon/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/scottish-salmon-producers-try-to-lose-farmed-from-label-0nqt50k70
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/rspca-paid-over-500-000-to-back-scottish-salmon-industry-bqcn7gs22
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/footprint-high-welfare-food-rspca-assured/scottish-salmon-included-in-rspca-push-for-caterers-to-use-high-welfare-food/1360983


standards.”  Fish Farming Expert reported in December 2022 that “all of Scotland’s salmon 

farmers are now members of the RSPCA Assured scheme”. 

 

RSPCA Assured has refused to publish a list of all salmon farm accredited as ‘welfare friendly’ 

and ‘responsible’.   

 

Read more via: Media Backgrounder: Chris Packham & R$PCA A$$ured $cottish $almon 

(October 2023) 

 

Unlike RSPCA Assured, the Aquaculture Stewardship Council publishes a list of all salmon 

farms certified as ‘responsible’ via an online search portal which as of 29 October 2023 list 51 

salmon farms in Scotland – including Mowi’s Sconser Quarry, Invasion Bay & Torridon salmon 

farms: 

 

 
 

 
 

 

https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/malcolm-johnstone-rspca-assured-salmon-welfare/scottish-salmon-farming-welfare-leader-stepping-down-after-16-years/1464014
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/chris-packham-rspca-assured-media-backgrounder-october-2023.pdf
https://asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/
https://asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/
https://asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/ASC01480/
https://asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/ASC01727/
https://asc-aqua.org/find-a-farm/ASC02026/


[3] The Soil Association does not publish a list but instead has a ‘Certification checker’ which 

provides an online search facility.   Mowi’s Torridon and Invasion Bay salmon farms are 

currently certified as ‘organic’ by the Soil Association (as of 29 October 2023): 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

https://www.soilassociation.org/certification/check-for-organic-certification/organic-certificate-checker/
https://www.soilassociation.org/certification/check-for-organic-certification/organic-certificate-checker/
https://www.soilassociation.org/certification/check-for-organic-certification/organic-certificate-checker/
https://www.soilassociation.org/certification/check-for-organic-certification/organic-certificate-checker/
https://www.soilassociation.org/certification/check-for-organic-certification/organic-certificate-checker/
https://www.soilassociation.org/certification/check-for-organic-certification/organic-certificate-checker/


The Scottish Government reported earlier this month (4 October 2023): 

 

 
 

[4]  Q3 2023 reports: 

 

7 November 2023 – Bakkafrost 

8 November 2023 – Mowi  

15 November 2023 – Scottish Sea Farms (owned by Leroy & SalMar via Norskott Havbruk) 

 

$camon $cotland reported earlier this month (20 October 2023) via Microjellies Suffocate 

Scottish Salmon to Death:  

 

Bakkafrost Scotland is Dead in the Water:  

 

“The Bakkafrost Scotland third quarter harvest will be down by almost half the total of last year, 

a trading update from the company has revealed,” reported Fish Farmer (5 October) via an article 

titled: ‘Near 50% drop in Bakkafrost Scotland harvest’.  “The company continues to battle 

various biological issues in Scotland”.   

 

Bakkafrost’s 2021 Annual Report – published in October 2022 - references the “deadly cocktail” 

of micro-jellyfish and reduced gill health: 

 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/statistics/2023/10/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/documents/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/govscot%3Adocument/scottish-fish
https://www.bakkafrost.com/en/investor/financial-calendar
https://mowi.com/investors/financial-calendar/
https://www.leroyseafood.com/en/investor/financial-calendar2/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-microjellies-suffocate-scottish-salmon-20-october-2023.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-microjellies-suffocate-scottish-salmon-20-october-2023.pdf
https://www.fishfarmermagazine.com/news/near-50-drop-in-bakkafrost-scotland-harvest/
https://bakkafrost.cdn.fo/media/3567/bakkafrost_annual_report_2021.pdf?s=qEKL1lsVi2FyLr7AMwUPwsUouH0
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/statistics/2023/10/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/documents/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/govscot%3Adocument/scottish-fish


  
 

 

Biological ‘Risks’ & ‘Problems’ Reported by BBC Scotland in August: 

 

“Some of Scotland's biggest salmon farms have reported significant and continuing ‘biological’ 

problems,” reported BBC Scotland’s business and economy editor (23 August).  “That often 

refers to sea lice or disease and there has also been a challenge from exceptionally high sea 

temperatures, bringing more jellyfish.  Leroy, the Norwegian firm that owns half of Scottish Sea 

Farms, said April to June was ‘extremely challenging’….Scottish Sea Farms have revised their 

estimated full-year output to 27,000 tonnes, having produced 38,000 tonnes over the whole of 

2022.”  

 

“Scottish Sea Farms cuts harvest estimate by 10,000 tonnes,” reported Fish Farming Expert (23 

August 2023).  “Company made £10.6m operating loss in Q2”.  The Q3 2023 financial results 

from Scottish Sea Farms (co-owned by SalMar and Leroy under the company name Norskott 

Havbruk) will be published on 15 November 2023.   

 

“High temperatures caused some feeding issues due to the challenges of storing and handling 

feed in such high air temperatures,” reported BBC Scotland (23 August) in relation to Mowi 

Scotland.  “These also led to more challenging environmental conditions related to increased 

presence of plankton, algae and jellyfish.” 

 

Loch Duart Warns Investors of ‘Changing Climate’ Risks: 

 

“Risks in relation to fish health and mortality levels are inevitable in aquaculture,” reported Loch 

Duart in a ‘Strategic Report’ published in December 2022.  “The changing climate, with recent 

warm dry summers, has changed the underlying risk levels and will require innovation in 

farming practice to cope” [4]. 

 

Mowi is Feeling the Heat: 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-66596452
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/leroy-scottish-sea-farms-q2-2023/scottish-sea-farms-cuts-harvest-estimate-by-10000-tonnes/1559631
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/leroy-scottish-sea-farms-q2-2023/scottish-sea-farms-cuts-harvest-estimate-by-10000-tonnes/1559631
https://www.leroyseafood.com/en/investor/financial-calendar2/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-66596452
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-66596452
https://find-and-update.company-information.service.gov.uk/company/SC195923/filing-history
https://bakkafrost.cdn.fo/media/3567/bakkafrost_annual_report_2021.pdf?s=qEKL1lsVi2FyLr7AMwUPwsUouH0
https://bakkafrost.cdn.fo/media/3567/bakkafrost_annual_report_2021.pdf?s=qEKL1lsVi2FyLr7AMwUPwsUouH0


‘Mowi projects EUR 37 million earnings drop in Q3’ reported Seafood News (19 October) on a 

financial update for the world’s biggest salmon farmer.  Mowi’s Q3 2023 report will be 

published on 8 November 2023.   

 

“Over the summer, temperatures have been high and biology challenging,” said Pareto Securities 

analyst Sander Lie in an article - ‘Should weaker results outside of Norway be a concern for 

Mowi?’- published by Salmon Business (18 October 2023).   

 

“The update was disappointing, and will probably lower expectations for the next quarter,” 

analyst Wilhelm Roe at Danske Bank told IntraFish (18 October 2023).  “The company mentions 

that Canada has had challenges with algae that have affected both profit and volume, but in 

general Chile, Canada, Scotland and Iceland have all come in weaker than expected.  This is 

probably due to both lower price achievement and higher costs than expected, and it has been 

somewhat more challenging biology than expected.” 

 

“There was probably some problematic biology in both Scotland and Chile, as well as Canada,” 

said another financial analyst in the Intrafish article titled: Shares in world's largest salmon 

farmer Mowi sink after disappointing profit setback.    

 

Mowi’s Q2 2023 report – published in August 2023 – flagged up “higher than normal” seawater 

temperatures and the “increased presence of plankton, algae and jellyfish” which could reduce 

production later this year:   

 

“Biological performance was relatively stable in Scotland whilst seawater temperatures were 

higher than normal throughout the quarter which may impact biological performance in the 

second half of 2023.” (p5) 

 

“Biological performance in the quarter was relatively good, especially taking into consideration 

the record-high seawater temperatures. However, the high temperatures caused some feeding 

issues due to the challenges of storing and handling feed in such high air temperatures. The high 

temperatures also led to more challenging environmental conditions related to increased presence 

of plankton, algae and jellyfish.” (p10) 

 

Mowi’s Q4 2022 report – published in February 2023 – cited “significant issues with micro-

jellyfish in the aftermath of a record warm summer” and “relocation to inshore sites during the 

jelly fish bloom”:  

 

“Harvest volumes in Scotland dropped slightly compared with the fourth quarter of 2021, which 

was below guidance. Supply was negatively impacted by adverse biological issues related to 

SRS following significant issues with micro-jellyfish in the aftermath of a record-warm 

summer.” (p5) 

 

“Salmon which were relocated to inshore sites during the jelly fish bloom, recovered well and 

were harvested at the end of the fourth quarter, with some stocks being deferred for harvesting 

into the first quarter.” (p10) 

 

https://www.seafoodsource.com/news/business-finance/mowi-projects-eur-37-million-earnings-drop-in-q3
https://mowi.com/investors/financial-calendar/
https://www.salmonbusiness.com/with-mowis-norwegian-assets-performing-well-should-weaker-results-elsewhere-be-cause-for-concern/
https://www.salmonbusiness.com/with-mowis-norwegian-assets-performing-well-should-weaker-results-elsewhere-be-cause-for-concern/
https://www.intrafish.com/finance/shares-in-worlds-largest-salmon-farmer-mowi-sink-after-disappointing-profit-setback/2-1-1537130
https://www.intrafish.com/finance/shares-in-worlds-largest-salmon-farmer-mowi-sink-after-disappointing-profit-setback/2-1-1537130
https://www.intrafish.com/finance/shares-in-worlds-largest-salmon-farmer-mowi-sink-after-disappointing-profit-setback/2-1-1537130
https://mowi.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Mowi_Q2_2023_Report.pdf
https://mowi.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Quarterly-Report-Q4-2022.pdf


Mowi’s Q3 2022 – published in November 2022 – cited how “micro-jellyfish impacted growth 

and harvest volumes” leading to relocation to other sites and “accelerated harvesting”:  

 

“Harvest volumes in Scotland dropped slightly compared with third quarter of 2021, which was 

below guidance. Biological issues related to gill health and effects from micro-jellyfish impacted 

growth and harvest volumes.” (p5) 

 

“Non-seawater costs were significantly impacted by incident-based mortality of EUR 7.6 million 

(EUR 1.5 million), or EUR 0.52/kg, related to micro-jelly fish blooms around Skye and the 

Western Isles causing elevated mortalities in some of our farms. As a response to these 

challenges several fish groups were relocated to other sites with good results.” (p10) 

 

Mowi’s Q3 2022 report cited “elevated mortality costs in Scotland and Ireland caused by issues 

with micro-jellyfish”:  

 

“Results within Farming were good in the quarter due not only to strong prices and record-high 

volumes, but also relatively stable farming costs compared to the previous quarter, despite 

elevated mortality costs in Scotland and Ireland caused by issues with micro-jellyfish.” (p20) 

 

Mowi’s Q2 2022 report – published in August 2022 – cited in relation to Scotland: 

 

“Incident based mortality losses in the quarter amounted to EUR 2.8 million (EUR 1.5 million) 

mainly related to gill issues, treatment mortality and predators. In addition to the issues related to 

stocks grown from externally sourced eggs, the biological situation has been negatively impacted 

by gill issues, including AGD, algae and jelly fish.” (p10) 

 

Mowi’s ‘Salmon Farming Industry Handbook 2023’ – published in July 2023 – included (p99): 

 

 
 

Mowi’s ‘Salmon Farming Industry Handbook 2023’ includes (p28): 

 

https://mowi.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Mowi_Q3_2022_Report.pdf
https://mowi.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Mowi_Q3_2022_Report.pdf
https://ml-eu.globenewswire.com/Resource/Download/14559692-7415-4f20-bba8-94c30125ab8f
https://mowi.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/2022-Salmon-Industry-Handbook-1.pdf
https://mowi.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/2022-Salmon-Industry-Handbook-1.pdf
https://mowi.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/2022-Salmon-Industry-Handbook-1.pdf


“The optimal temperature range for salmon is between 8 and 14 degrees C”.   

 

Mowi’s ‘Salmon Farming Industry Handbook 2023’ includes (p54): 

 

 
 

 
 

https://mowi.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/2022-Salmon-Industry-Handbook-1.pdf
https://mowi.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/2022-Salmon-Industry-Handbook-1.pdf
https://mowi.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/2022-Salmon-Industry-Handbook-1.pdf


When $camon $cotland visited Mowi’s Invasion Bay salmon farm in Loch Sunart in August 

2023 we saw warnings of jellyfish, microjellies and plankton on the walls of the ‘Health Room’: 

 

 
 

$camon $cotland reported (4 October 2023):  

 

A new Scottish Government report – ‘Scottish Fish Farm Production Survey 2022’ – published 

on 4 October 2023 detailed an 18% fall in salmon farming production (p23):  

 

 

https://vimeo.com/862708620/46cb9a50f3
https://vimeo.com/862708620/46cb9a50f3
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/10/scottish-salmon-is-dead-in-the-warming-water-.html
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/
https://vimeo.com/862708620/46cb9a50f3
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/statistics/2023/10/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/documents/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/govscot:document/scottish-fish


 
 

Read more via: Media Backgrounder - Dead in the Warming Water 

 

 

$camon $cotland reported (2 October 2023): 

 

The Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) publishes mortality data by weight online 

via ‘Scotland’s Aquaculture’ with 2022 the worst year on record at over 36,000 tonnes of morts 

and 2023 set to surpass 41,000 tonnes (see Appendix below for more detailed analysis).   

 

 
 

Nor is the trend of rising mortalities solely related to increasing salmon farming production – the 

mortality rate per tonne of production has sky-rocketed over the last two decades: 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-dead-in-the-warming-water-addendum-13-october-2023.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-dead-in-the-warming-water-2-october-2023.pdf
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/10/scottish-salmon-is-dead-in-the-warming-water-.html
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx


 

 
 

Increases in mortalities on salmon farms have been correlated with rising water temperatures.  

“At salmon farms, a strong link between milder winter temperatures, disease and increased fish 

mortality has been identified,” reported a ‘Marine Climate Change Impacts Partnership’ paper 

co-authored by Marine Scotland Science and the Institute of Aquaculture in Stirling published in 

November 2022.  “We have statistical evidence of an existing association of salmon mortality 

with milder winters and evidence of the emergence of amoebic gill disease in UK waters in 

association with warm summers and persistence with mild winters.” 

 

 
 

[5] 

https://www.mccip.org.uk/sites/default/files/2022-11/Aquaculture%20Formatted_updated%20and%20returned%20by%20authors.pdf
https://www.mccip.org.uk/sites/default/files/2022-11/Aquaculture%20Formatted_updated%20and%20returned%20by%20authors.pdf
https://vimeo.com/869977432
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https://www.facebook.com/freesalmon.is
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