
$camon $cotland, 19 February 2024  

 

Foreign Egg Imports Flooding Scotland = Game Ova for ‘Scottish’ Salmon! 

  

- FOI reveals that 117.5 million salmon ova (eggs) were imported between 2021 and 2023 

- Iceland accounted for 55.9% with 43.9% from Ireland (and Norway less than 1%) 

 

Imports of potentially virus-laden salmon ova are still flooding into Scotland from Iceland and 

Ireland with Norway now almost completely shut out of the Scottish market due to the risks of 

importing deadly Infectious Salmon Anaemia (salmon ova imports from Norway were banned in 

2019).  A Freedom of Information disclosure by the Scottish Government (1 February 2024) 

exclusively reveals data on imports of salmon ova (eggs) between 2021 and 2023 [1].  

 

 
 

The disclosed FOI data details 106 shipments of salmon ova imports totaling 117.5 million with 

32.9 million via 28 shipments in 2021*; 43.9 million via 38 shipments in 2022 and 40.6 million 

via 40 shipments in 2023.  Iceland – which first reported ISA in November 2021 - accounted for 

55.9% of salmon ova imports (65.7 million via 75 shipments); Ireland accounted for 43.9% (51.6 

million via 30 shipments) and Norway accounted for less than 0.2% (175,000 via 1 shipment to 

Cooke Aquaculture).   

 

An Excel spreadsheet reveals the Top 20 salmon ova shipments – headed by Mowi’s Lochailort 

Recirculation Hatchery and Mowi’s Inchmore salmon hatchery:  
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Disease-ridden Norwegian giant Mowi was the major destination for salmon ova with 57.8 

million imported via 33 shipments – accounting for 49% of all imports.  Benchmark Genetics 

Iceland (formerly Stofnfiskur) was the source of the most salmon ova accounting for 62.5 

million imports via 72 shipments with Mowi Ireland accounting for 51.6 million via 30 

shipments.   

 

 
 

 

The site importing the most salmon ova was Mowi’s Inchmore deadly salmon hatchery with 23 

million followed by Mowi’s Lochailort Recirculation Hatchery with 22.8 million.  Mowi’s 

Inverpolly salmon hatchery (Finfish Ltd) imported 12 million ova; Bakkafrost’s Applecross 

Hatchery imported 9.4 million; Scottish Sea Farms’ Barcaldine Hatchery (a site caught up in an 

ISA scare in 2018 over imports from AquaGen in Norway) imported 8.6 million and Landcatch’s 

Ormsary Hatchery (which reported ISA in November 2021) imported 8.1 million (7.1 million 

imported from Iceland).   

 

Following “poor production on stocks grown from externally sourced eggs”, Mowi is moving 

away from ova imports reporting in December 2023: “To prepare for a made-in-Scotland 

broodstock programme, the next generation salmon were taken in 2021 from Mowi nucleus in 

Ireland and raised at seawater farms in Scotland.” 
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“The Scottish Government should immediately ban the import of salmon ova to stop the spread 

of deadly diseases and infectious viruses,” said Don Staniford, Director of $camon $cotland 

(who called for an ova import ban back in 2019 and reiterated the call in 2022 following the 

detection of ISA in Iceland and at Landcatch and Scottish Sea Farms in Scotland).  “Ova imports 

from Norway has been banned due to the ongoing risks of Infectious Salmon Anaemia but 

Iceland has imported 66 million salmon eggs since 2021 – the year which ISA was first reported 

in Iceland.  Scottish Ministers need to follow Norway’s lead and close the borders to imports of 

salmon ova.” 

 

 
 

“Genetic pollution from farmed salmon escapees and ova imports from foreign sources is killing 

off Scotland’s iconic salmon,” continued Staniford.   “Foreign-owned corporations account for 

over 99% of ‘Scottish’ salmon and the ‘King of Fish’ has been reduced to an imposter.  

Scotland’s wild Atlantic salmon – known in Latin as Salmo salar – has been turned by intensive 

salmon farming into Salmo domesticus.  Scottish salmon is sadly now a leper not the leaper.” 

 

In 2018, Norway reiterated their position on banning imports of Scottish salmon denying a 

request by Hendrix Genetics to import salmon ova.  Scotland’s reliance on imported ova was 

labeled a “massive risk” by Hendrix Genetics in 2018 who cited ISA in Norway and claimed that 

foreign ova imports were “making a complete mockery of the brand ‘Scottish salmon’.  

 

“Norwegian interests risk bringing the whole rotten edifice of 'Scottish Salmon' crashing down” 

warned Hendrix Genetics in 2019 who lambasted “an absurdly flawed bio-security self 

certification policy that risks the import of further Norwegian disease, a threat capable of 

destroying Scotland's entire salmon industry.” 

 

The Ferret reported in 2020 that ova imports from Norway had been banned due to the risks of 

ISA.  Following a report of ISA at Landcatch’s Ormsary Hatchery (owned by Hendrix Genetics) 

in November 2021 and reports of ISA in Iceland, Scottish Salmon Watch asked in January 2022: 
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was ISA imported via infected salmon eggs (ova) from Iceland?  $camon $cotland reported in 

February 2022 that ISA in Scotland had been officially reported to the World Organization for 

Animal Health for the first time since 2012 leading to a call on Scottish Ministers to ban imports.    
 

Here is the full list of salmon ova imports from 2021 to 2023 (as disclosed via FOI by the 

Scottish Government on 1 February 2024): 
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Download the Excel spreadsheet online here  

 

 

The Scottish Government reported in October 2023 via the ‘Scottish Fish Farm Production 

Survey 2022’:  
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Further information on salmon ova imports – disclosed via FOI by the Scottish Government – is 

detailed via Notes to Editors [2], [3], [4], [5], [6], [7], [8] and [9] with more background in Note 

[10].   

 

Contact: 

 

Don Staniford: 07771 541826 (salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com)  
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Media Backgrounder: Scottish Salmon Has Foreign Egg On Its Face! 

 

In 2018, Norwegian-owned Scottish Sea Farms refused to disclose information for ova imports 

claiming disclosure would “cause substantial harm to their commercial interests”.   However, a 

landmark ruling from the Scottish Information Commissioner in November 2019 forced 

disclosure.   

 

 
 

Scottish Salmon Watch reported in December 2019: 
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Scottish Salmon Watch reported in October 2020:  
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Imports of salmon ova from Norway were banned in 2019 due to the risks of ISA.   
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In 2024, Norway is still being ravaged by Infectious Salmon Anaemia.  Fish Farmer reported in 

January 2024: 
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Intrafish reported in January 2024: 

 

 
 

Intrafish reported in October 2023: 
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Seafood Source reported in September 2023: 

 

 
 

Seafood Source reported in August 2023: 
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Intrafish reported in November 2022: 

 

 
 

 

Norway’s ISA losses were Iceland and Ireland’s gain in terms of salmon ova imports.  Scottish 

Salmon Watch reported in July 2021:   
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However, Iceland has also been hit by ISA with Intrafish reporting in September 2022: 
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Intrafish reported in May 2022: 

 

 
 

Intrafish reported in December 2021: 
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The Iceland Review reported in November 2021: 

 

 
 

Scottish Salmon Watch reported in January 2022 how ISA had been detected at Landcatch’s 

Ormsary hatchery in Argyll: 
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Scottish Salmon Watch reported in January 2022 how a FOI disclosure from the Scottish 

Government detailed ISA cases at Mowi’s Loch Greshornish salmon farm in 2014 and in 2021 at 

a salmon farm operated by Scottish Sea Farms in Loch Spelve:  
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Scottish Salmon reported in January 2022: 

 

 
 

 

 
 

The Scottish Government published photos from Landcatch’s ISA-infected Ormsary Hatchery 

later in 2022: 
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‘Case Information’ published by the Scottish Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate in 2022 

provides details of an inspection of Landcatch’s Ormsary Hatchery in November 2021:   
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A Fish Health Inspectorate Visit Report dated December 2021 – published by the Scottish 

Government in 2022 – included: 
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[Note that Bakkafrost’s Langass Hatchery also supplied over 685,000 ova to the River Carron; is 

the “site used to produce company's Hebridean strain of fish” and uses the cancer-causing 

chemical Formaldehyde] 
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https://vimeo.com/552777954
https://vimeo.com/552777954
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/november-2021/additional-cases-20210470-20210564/additional-cases-20210470-20210564/govscot:document/A


The Argyllshire Advertiser reported in January 2022: 

 

 
 

Scottish Salmon Watch reported in January 2022: 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/front-page-splash-on-isa-at-landcatch-in-the-argyllshire-advertiser-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/imported-ova-are-all-tested-for-a-plethora-of-diseases-claims-hendrixlandcatch-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/front-page-splash-on-isa-at-landcatch-in-the-argyllshire-advertiser-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/imported-ova-are-all-tested-for-a-plethora-of-diseases-claims-hendrixlandcatch-.html


Scottish Salmon Watch asked in January 2022: 

 

 
 

In February 2022, $camon $cotland wrote to Scottish Ministers calling for an ova import ban: 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/escape-at-isa-infected-laxar-raises-concerns-in-iceland-why-is-scottish-salmon-still-importing-milli.html
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1491398824908431361
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1484519494991163392
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1491398824908431361


$camon $cotland’s letter to Scottish Ministers dated 9 February 2022 included: 

 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-scottish-ministers-ova-ban-foi-re-isa-in-iceland-9-feb-2022.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-scottish-ministers-ova-ban-foi-re-isa-in-iceland-9-feb-2022.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-scottish-ministers-ova-ban-foi-re-isa-in-iceland-9-feb-2022.pdf


 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-scottish-ministers-ova-ban-foi-re-isa-in-iceland-9-feb-2022.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-scottish-ministers-ova-ban-foi-re-isa-in-iceland-9-feb-2022.pdf


 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-scottish-ministers-ova-ban-foi-re-isa-in-iceland-9-feb-2022.pdf
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1465333058505265157
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-scottish-ministers-ova-ban-foi-re-isa-in-iceland-9-feb-2022.pdf


 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-scottish-ministers-ova-ban-foi-re-isa-in-iceland-9-feb-2022.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-scottish-ministers-ova-ban-foi-re-isa-in-iceland-9-feb-2022.pdf


 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-scottish-ministers-ova-ban-foi-re-isa-in-iceland-9-feb-2022.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-scottish-ministers-ova-ban-foi-re-isa-in-iceland-9-feb-2022.pdf


A FOI disclosure by the Scottish Government in March 2022 included: 

 

 
 

 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202200279510/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202200279510/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202200279510/


 
 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202200279510/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202200279510/


 
 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202200279510/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202200279510/


 
 

 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202200279510/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202200279510/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202200279510/


On 2 February 2024, the Scottish Government slipped out ‘Case Information’ detailing an 

inspection of Bakkafrost’s Strone salmon farm in Loch Striven – including a “positive PCR for 

ISA”: 

 

 
 

 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/november-2023/cases-20230524-20230544/cases-20230524-20230544/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20230524-202305
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/november-2023/cases-20230524-20230544/cases-20230524-20230544/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20230524-202305
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/november-2023/cases-20230524-20230544/cases-20230524-20230544/govscot:document/Cases+20230524-202305
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/november-2023/cases-20230524-20230544/cases-20230524-20230544/govscot:document/Cases+20230524-202305


 
 

 
 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/november-2023/cases-20230524-20230544/cases-20230524-20230544/govscot:document/Cases+20230524-202305
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/november-2023/cases-20230524-20230544/cases-20230524-20230544/govscot:document/Cases+20230524-202305


The ‘Case Information’ (2023-0524) for Bakkafrost’s Strone salmon farm in Loch Striven 

detailed over 1 million fish held on site including 964,544 salmon and 54,000 wrasse with 

Furunculosis,  Salmonid Rickettsial Septicemia and Amoebic Gill Disease:  

 

 
 

 
 

The ‘Case Information’ (2023-0524) reveals that the farmed salmon were sourced from Loch 

Langavat, Applecross Smolt Unit  

 

 
 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/november-2023/cases-20230524-20230544/cases-20230524-20230544/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20230524-202305
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/november-2023/cases-20230524-20230544/cases-20230524-20230544/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20230524-202305
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/november-2023/cases-20230524-20230544/cases-20230524-20230544/govscot:document/Cases+20230524-202305
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/november-2023/cases-20230524-20230544/cases-20230524-20230544/govscot:document/Cases+20230524-202305
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/november-2023/cases-20230524-20230544/cases-20230524-20230544/govscot:document/Cases+20230524-202305


 
 

The ‘Case Information’ (2023-0524) details ISA sequencing confirming HPR0:  

 

 
 

A Fish Health Inspectorate Visit Report dated 20 December 2023 included: 

  

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/november-2023/cases-20230524-20230544/cases-20230524-20230544/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20230524-202305
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/november-2023/cases-20230524-20230544/cases-20230524-20230544/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20230524-202305
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/november-2023/cases-20230524-20230544/cases-20230524-20230544/govscot:document/Cases+20230524-202305
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/november-2023/cases-20230524-20230544/cases-20230524-20230544/govscot:document/Cases+20230524-202305
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/november-2023/cases-20230524-20230544/cases-20230524-20230544/govscot:document/Cases+20230524-202305


 

 
 

[The information above details Clachan Hatchery and Ormsary Smolt Unit as the origin of the 

ISA-infected salmon as well as Applecross Smolt Unit and Loch Langavat] 

 

The Fish Health Inspectorate Visit Report dated 20 December 2023 included photos of the 150 

salmon sampled for ISA – including the 7 ISA positives (Fish #2 – Loch Langavat, #19 – 

Applecross, #58 - Clachan, #60 - Clachan, #114 - Applecross, #131 - Ormsary and #144 - 

Ormsary):  

 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/november-2023/cases-20230524-20230544/cases-20230524-20230544/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20230524-202305
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/november-2023/cases-20230524-20230544/cases-20230524-20230544/govscot:document/Cases+20230524-202305
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/november-2023/cases-20230524-20230544/cases-20230524-20230544/govscot:document/Cases+20230524-202305


 
 

 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/november-2023/cases-20230524-20230544/cases-20230524-20230544/govscot:document/Cases+20230524-202305
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/november-2023/cases-20230524-20230544/cases-20230524-20230544/govscot:document/Cases+20230524-202305


 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/november-2023/cases-20230524-20230544/cases-20230524-20230544/govscot:document/Cases+20230524-202305
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/november-2023/cases-20230524-20230544/cases-20230524-20230544/govscot:document/Cases+20230524-202305
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/november-2023/cases-20230524-20230544/cases-20230524-20230544/govscot:document/Cases+20230524-202305
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/november-2023/cases-20230524-20230544/cases-20230524-20230544/govscot:document/Cases+20230524-202305


 

 

 
 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/november-2023/cases-20230524-20230544/cases-20230524-20230544/govscot:document/Cases+20230524-202305
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/november-2023/cases-20230524-20230544/cases-20230524-20230544/govscot:document/Cases+20230524-202305
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2023/03/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2023/documents/november-2023/cases-20230524-20230544/cases-20230524-20230544/govscot:document/Cases+20230524-202305


 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 



In terms of tracing where the ISA-infected salmon were sourced from as ova, the following 

information may be useful: 

 

‘Case Information’ for Clachan Hatchery (Hebridean Smolts) published by the Scottish 

Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate in October 2021 includes: “The stock comes from 

October 2020 Stofnfiskur (Benchmark, Iceland) eggs, arrived in Mingarry hatchery (FS0145).  

380,000 2021 S1 smolts were transferred to Tarbert South (The Scottish Salmon Company) in 

September 2021.”  The FOI salmon ova import data published in February 2024 details two 

shipments to The Scottish Salmon Company (since renamed Bakkafrost) to Mingarry Hatchery 

from Benchmark Genetics Iceland: 

 

 
 

‘Case Information’ for Loch Langavat (The Scottish Salmon Company/Bakkafrost) published by 

the Scottish Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate in February 2022 shows the stock origin as 

Geocrab.  The FOI salmon ova import data published in February 2024 details three shipments to 

Geocrab from Benchmark Genetics Iceland: 

 

  

‘Case Information’ for Ormsary Hatchery (Landcatch Natural Selection) published by the 

Scottish Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate in November 2022 includes: “Site also holding 

eyed ova from Iceland (Benchmark Genetics - Vogavik), these arrived on site 05/10/22…Most 

production for Bakkafrost, however, do stock for Loch Duart”.  The FOI salmon ova import data 

published in February 2024 details 7.1 million imported from Benchmark Genetics Iceland: 

 

 

https://freesalmon.is/inspections/2021-0371_FS0398.pdf
https://freesalmon.is/inspections/2021-0371_FS0398.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ova-imports-2021-to-2023.xlsx
https://freesalmon.is/inspections/2022-0016_FS0149.pdf
https://freesalmon.is/inspections/2022-0016_FS0149.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ova-imports-2021-to-2023.xlsx
https://freesalmon.is/inspections/2022-0497_FS0681.pdf
https://freesalmon.is/inspections/2022-0497_FS0681.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ova-imports-2021-to-2023.xlsx
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ova-imports-2021-to-2023.xlsx
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ova-imports-2021-to-2023.xlsx
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ova-imports-2021-to-2023.xlsx
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ova-imports-2021-to-2023.xlsx


‘Case Information’ for Applecross Smolt Unit (Bakkafrost) published by the Scottish 

Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate in November 2022 details ‘Native Hebridean Stock – 

Ormsary’ as the stock origin: 

 

 
 

The FOI salmon ova import data published in February 2024 details 9.4 million from Benchmark 

Genetics Iceland: 

 

 
 

 

https://freesalmon.is/inspections/2022-0220_FS0500.pdf
https://freesalmon.is/inspections/2022-0220_FS0500.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ova-imports-2021-to-2023.xlsx
https://freesalmon.is/inspections/2022-0220_FS0500.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/game-ova-for-imports-exports-close-the-borders-to-stop-the-spread-of-diseases-genetic-pollution.html


Read more via: 

Letter to Scottish Ministers: Please Close the Border to Imports of Salmon Ova, Parr & Smolts! 

Iceland Still Importing Ova to 'Scottish' Salmon Farms Despite Disease Risks 

Escape at ISA-Hit Laxar - why is 'Scottish' Salmon Still Importing Millions of Ova from 

Iceland?  

Imported ova "are all tested for a plethora of diseases" claims Hendrix/Landcatch 

Front Page Splash on ISA at Landcatch in the Argyllshire Advertiser!  

Game Ova for Imports & Exports: Close the Borders to Stop the Spread of Diseases & Genetic 

Pollution! 

Infectious Salmon Anaemia Reported at Landcatch’s Ormsary Hatchery in November – was ISA 

imported via infected salmon eggs (ova) from Iceland? 

Iceland Slaughters ISA-Infected Salmon - is Scotland next in the firing line? 

ISA hits Scottish Sea Farms owner SalMar in Norway - how many hidden cases are lurking on 

salmon farms in Scotland? 

Letter to Scottish Ministers calling for a ban on ova imports from Iceland 

Revealed: Infectious Salmon Anaemia Lurking in Scottish Salmon 

Scottish Ministers with Egg on Their Faces - is it game ova for imports of salmon eggs from 

Iceland & Norway? 

Scottish Scamon Eggsposé: The Foreign Companies Importing Over 320 Million Salmon Eggs 

(Ova) Into 'Scottish' Fish Farms Since 2016! 

Press Statement: Ban All Ova Imports to Protect 'Scottish' Salmon!  

ISA in Iceland - will Scotland ban ova imports to prevent disease risks as with Norway? 

Mowi fined for breaching ISA laws in Norway - is ISA lurking at Mowi salmon farms in 

Scotland? 

Top story on Intrafish reports on ISA at Scottish Sea Farms! 

Salmon Farming is Like the Black Death Plague!  

Mowi's Mortality Nigthmare - Farmed Salmon is Dead in the Water!  

"Activist challenged over claim about fish virus" (Fish Farming Expert) 

Breaking News: ISA reported at RSPCA Assured Scottish Sea Farms on the Isle of Mull 

Damning Disease Report for RSPCA Assured Scottish Sea Farms in Loch Spelve  

Letter to Scottish Ministers re. ISA in Scottish Salmon  

Media Backgrounder: Scottish Salmon’s Recurring ISA Nightmare 

Media Backgrounder: Norway’s Infectious Salmon Aquacalypse – Going Global Since 1984! 

Norway's Infectious Salmon "Horror Show" Secretly Playing Now In Scotland? 

Norwegian Salmon Egg Exports Banned Due to Disease Risks 

Mail On Sunday: "90% of Scottish salmon 'ISN'T' from Scotland' - 66m eggs from abroad" 

Salmon Eggsclusive: Scotland's 'King of Fish' is Now Viking Not Scottish! 

Easter Egg Ban for 'Scottish' Salmon? 

The Ferret: "Deadly virus outbreak prompted fears over import of fish farm eggs to Scotland" 

Game Ova for Scottish Salmon - Deadly disease delays egg imports from AquaGen in Norway 

Concerns raised over Scottish salmon roe imports 

'Secret' Scottish Salmon - Norwegian-owned Scottish Sea Farms refuse to disclose information 

for ova imports as it would "cause substantial harm to their commercial interests" 

Government 'failing to protect Scottish salmon' 

Complete Mockery of the Brand 'Scottish Salmon': Norway bans import of Scottish salmon eggs 

citing disease risks & genetic impacts under the Nature Diversity Act 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/02/letter-to-scottish-ministers-please-close-the-border-to-imports-of-salmon-ova-parr-smolts-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/02/iceland-still-importing-ova-to-scottish-salmon-farms-despite-disease-risks.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/escape-at-isa-infected-laxar-raises-concerns-in-iceland-why-is-scottish-salmon-still-importing-milli.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/escape-at-isa-infected-laxar-raises-concerns-in-iceland-why-is-scottish-salmon-still-importing-milli.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/imported-ova-are-all-tested-for-a-plethora-of-diseases-claims-hendrixlandcatch-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/front-page-splash-on-isa-at-landcatch-in-the-argyllshire-advertiser-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/game-ova-for-imports-exports-close-the-borders-to-stop-the-spread-of-diseases-genetic-pollution.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/game-ova-for-imports-exports-close-the-borders-to-stop-the-spread-of-diseases-genetic-pollution.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/infectious-salmon-anaemia-reported-at-landcatchs-ormsary-hatchery-in-november-was-isa-imported-via-i.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/infectious-salmon-anaemia-reported-at-landcatchs-ormsary-hatchery-in-november-was-isa-imported-via-i.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/12/iceland-slaughters-isa-infected-salmon-is-scotland-next-in-the-firing-line.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/12/isa-hits-scottish-sea-farms-owner-salmar-in-norway-how-many-hidden-cases-are-lurking-on-salmon-farms.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/12/isa-hits-scottish-sea-farms-owner-salmar-in-norway-how-many-hidden-cases-are-lurking-on-salmon-farms.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/12/letter-to-scottish-ministers-calling-for-a-ban-on-ova-imports-from-iceland-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/12/revealed-infectious-salmon-anaemia-virus-lurking-in-scottish-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/11/scottish-ministers-with-egg-on-their-faces-is-it-game-ova-for-imports-of-salmon-eggs.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/11/scottish-ministers-with-egg-on-their-faces-is-it-game-ova-for-imports-of-salmon-eggs.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/11/named-shamed-the-companies-importing-over-320-million-salmon-eggs-ova-into-scottish-fish-farms-since.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/11/named-shamed-the-companies-importing-over-320-million-salmon-eggs-ova-into-scottish-fish-farms-since.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/11/press-statement-ban-all-ova-imports-to-protect-scottish-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/11/isa-in-iceland-will-scotland-ban-ova-imports-to-prevent-disease-risks-as-with-norway.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/09/mowi-fined-for-breaching-isa-laws-in-norway-is-isa-lurking-at-mowi-salmon-farms-in-scotland.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/09/mowi-fined-for-breaching-isa-laws-in-norway-is-isa-lurking-at-mowi-salmon-farms-in-scotland.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/08/top-story-on-intrafish-reports-on-isa-at-scottish-sea-farms.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/08/salmon-farming-is-like-the-black-death-plague-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/08/mowis-mortality-nigthmare-farmed-salmon-is-dead-in-the-water-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/08/activist-challenged-over-claim-about-fish-virus-fish-farming-expert.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/08/breaking-news-isa-reported-at-rspca-assured-scottish-sea-farms-on-the-isle-of-mull.html
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Notes to Editors: 

 

[1]  Read more via FOI Backgrounder: Ova & Mowi Broodstock (February 2024) 

 

* 

 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Fri, Feb 16, 2024 at 8:47 AM 

Subject: Clarification on FOI data - did you miss off 2021 data? 

To: <casehandling.service@gov.scot> 

Cc: <Neil.Purvis@gov.scot> 

 

I have a query re. the Excel spreadsheet disclosed in #14 of the FOI disclosure on 1 February. 

 

The disclosed data (this is the Excel spread uploaded to my blog) details 106 shipments of 

salmon ova imports totaling 117.5 million with 32.9 million via 28 shipments in 2021; 43.9 

million via 38 shipments in 2022 and 40.6 million via 40 shipments in 2023.   

 

However the 2021 figure of 32.9 million salmon ova imports does not tally with the data 

published by the Scottish Government in October 2023 via ‘Scottish Fish Farm Production 

Survey 2022’; namely: 

 

 
 

The 2021 ova import data above details 50.7 million but the FOI data is only 32.9 million.  Is 

there a simple explanation for the discrepancy? 

 

An answer by the end of today would be much appreciated. 

 

Thanks, 

 

Don 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-backgrounder-ova-mowi-broodstock-feb-2024.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ova-imports-2021-to-2023.xlsx
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/documents/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2022/documents/


[2]  A FOI disclosure by the Scottish Government in September 2022 included: 

 

 
 

[3]  A FOI disclosure by the Scottish Government in January 2022 included: 

 

 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202200317956/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100259890/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/foi-eir-release/2023/01/foi-202200317956/documents/foi-202200317956---information-release---annex/foi-202200317956---information-release---annex/govscot:document/FOI+202200317956+-%25
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100259890/


[4]  A FOI disclosure by the Scottish Government in December 2021 included: 

 

 
 

[5]  A FOI disclosure by the Scottish Government in August 2021 included: 

 

 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100253586/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100221178/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/foi-eir-release/2022/01/foi-202100253586/documents/foi202100253586---information-released/foi202100253586---information-released/govscot:document/FOI202100253586+-+Information+rel
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/foi-eir-release/2021/08/foi-202100221178/documents/foi202100221178---information-released/foi202100221178---information-released/govscot:document/FOI202100221178+-+Information+rel


 
 

 

[6]  A FOI disclosure by the Scottish Government in March 2021 included: 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100158979/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/foi-eir-release/2021/08/foi-202100221178/documents/foi202100221178---information-released/foi202100221178---information-released/govscot:document/FOI202100221178+-+Information+rel
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202100158979/


[7]  A FOI disclosure by the Scottish Government in September 2020 included: 

 

 

 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202000081330/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/foi-eir-release/2020/10/foi-202000081330/documents/foi-202000081330---information-released/foi-202000081330---information-released/govscot:document/FOI+202000081330+-+Information%25
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/foi-eir-release/2020/10/foi-202000081330/documents/foi-202000081330---information-released/foi-202000081330---information-released/govscot:document/FOI+202000081330+-+Information%25


 
 

[8]  A FOI disclosure by the Scottish Government in April 2020 included: 

 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202000018313/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/foi-eir-release/2020/10/foi-202000081330/documents/foi-202000081330---information-released/foi-202000081330---information-released/govscot:document/FOI+202000081330+-+Information%25
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202000018313/


 
 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202000018313/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202000018313/


 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202000018313/


 
 

[9]  A FOI disclosure by the Scottish Government in February 2020 included: 

 

 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-19-02663/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/foi-eir-release/2020/04/foi-202000018313/documents/foi-202000018313-information-released---context/foi-202000018313-information-released---context/govscot:document/FOI-202000018313+-%25
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-19-02663/


 

 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-19-02663/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-19-02663/


 
 

[10] 

 

 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-19-02663/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-norway-ova-ban-due-to-isa-24-feb-2020-2.pdf


 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-norway-ova-ban-due-to-isa-24-feb-2020-2.pdf

