
$camon $cotland, 5 March 2024  

 

World’s Best Busted: Harrods Caught in Salmon Scam 

 

Harrods – “the world’s most successful luxury department store” and ranked #1 on the world’s 

most popular store list beating London’s Selfridges and New York’s Macy’s – has been forced 

into correcting illegal labeling of farmed salmon as wild.   

 

 
Harrods, 1 March 2024                                        Harrods, 4 March 2024  

 

The breach of labeling laws was spotted by $camon $cotland during a visit last week (1 March) 

to the Harrods Food Hall – claimed to be “the world’s greatest food emporium” – in 

Knightsbridge in the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea in central London.   When 

$camon $cotland re-visited Harrods on 4 March the offending labeling had been corrected [1].   

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2024/03/worlds-best-busted-harrods-caught-in-salmon-scam.html
https://www.retailgazette.co.uk/blog/2019/05/harrods-named-worlds-most-successful-luxury-department-store/
https://www.pgbuzz.net/harrods-takes-most-popular-title/
https://www.pgbuzz.net/harrods-takes-most-popular-title/
https://www.harrods.com/en-gb/departments/harrods-food-halls
https://vimeo.com/919312532


“This is a victory for consumer vigilantes,” said Don Staniford of $camon $cotland.  “Harrods - 

which claims to be the world’s best - has been caught hook, line and stinker illegally labelling 

farmed salmon as wild.  I dread to think the scale of deceptive marketing, illegal labeling and 

shameless greenwashing at other retailers.  If Harrods is the best then the worst must be guilty of 

all manner of frauds.  Harrods’ fake wild salmon is just the tip of a Titanic-sized iceberg.” 

 

 
 

 

“Consumers all over the world have the power to ground-truth the greenwash and question fish 

falsehoods.  People should demand the truth from supermarkets and restaurants and join the 

global boycott against farmed salmon.  Faroese farmed salmon - as with farmed salmon from 

Scotland, Norway, Chile, Canada, Iceland, Ireland, Tasmania, New Zealand, Ireland and Maine - 

is a welfare nightmare and environmental pariah.  No wonder Harrods has been hiding the ugly 

truth from their customers.” 
 

 

Contact: 

 

Don Staniford: 07771 541826 (salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com)  

 

Follow on Twitter via: https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA  

mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA


Media Backgrounder: Fish Fraud From the Faroes via Severn & Wye  

 

The fish falsely labeled by Harrods as wild is sourced from factory farms in the Faroe Islands 

and clearly marked as VAR Salmon from Severn & Wye [2]. 

 

 
 

 

http://severnandwye.co.uk/


This is not the first time that Severn & Wye has been caught up in a fish fraud scandal.  BBC 

News reported in April 2021: 

 

 
 

 

http://severnandwye.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-cornwall-56745590
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-cornwall-56745590
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-cornwall-56745590


The Daily Mail reported in April 2021: 

 

 
 

 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-9476257/Rick-Steins-shop-forced-clarify-misleading-claim-salmon-English-river.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-9476257/Rick-Steins-shop-forced-clarify-misleading-claim-salmon-English-river.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-9476257/Rick-Steins-shop-forced-clarify-misleading-claim-salmon-English-river.html


The Daily Telegraph reported in 2011: 

 

 
 

 
 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/foodanddrink/recipes/8691401/Wild-salmon-from-the-Faroe-Islands.html
https://archive.ph/5veA8
https://archive.ph/5veA8


Harrods claim that their farmed fish from the Faroe Islands is “some of the finest salmon in the 

world” and that all their fish is “100% sustainably and responsibly sourced” [3]: 

 

 
 

 



Notes to Editors: 

 

[1]  Watch more footage shot inside Harrods Food Hall on 1 March 2024: 

 

 
 

Watch more footage shot inside Harrods Food Hall on 4 March 2024: 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/918581406
https://vimeo.com/919175206/5cc94967ae


[2]  Here is an article on Hiddenfjord’s VAR salmon published in Faroe Business Report in 

2012: 

 

 
 

The Severn & Wye website used to have a PDF detailing more on VAR via: 

https://severnandwye.co.uk/files/media/File/VAR-Salmon_A4_flyer.pdf 

 

 
 

Here is a screen grab from 2021: 

 

https://faroebusinessreport.com/_fbr12/FBR12_4243HIDD.pdf
https://faroebusinessreport.com/_fbr12/FBR12_4243HIDD.pdf
https://severnandwye.co.uk/files/media/File/VAR-Salmon_A4_flyer.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/04/bullshit-called-on-steins-claim-of-boutique-farmed-salmon-from-the-faroes-.html
https://faroebusinessreport.com/_fbr12/FBR12_4243HIDD.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/04/bullshit-called-on-steins-claim-of-boutique-farmed-salmon-from-the-faroes-.html


 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/04/bullshit-called-on-steins-claim-of-boutique-farmed-salmon-from-the-faroes-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/04/bullshit-called-on-steins-claim-of-boutique-farmed-salmon-from-the-faroes-.html


VAR Salmon is marketed and advertised widely online – including The Good Food Network: 

 

 
 

 
 

 

VAR Salmon is advertised and marketed by the Wright Brothers, The Fish Shop, Shellseekers 

Fish & Game, Net & Line and CountryClubUK.  

 

https://www.thegoodfoodnetwork.com/shop/severn-and-wye-traditionally-oak-smoked-var-salmon-500g-long-slices/
https://thewrightbrothers.co.uk/products/var-salmon-side-fillet
https://lovethefishshop.co.uk/products/var-salmon/
https://www.shellseekersfishandgame.co.uk/product-page/vars-salmon-whole-per-kg
https://www.shellseekersfishandgame.co.uk/product-page/vars-salmon-whole-per-kg
https://netandline.com/?product=var-salmon-fillets
https://www.countryclubuk.com/offers/larder/fish-shellfish/finest-var-smoked-salmon-chemical-free-the-nearest-thing-to-wild-atlantic-salmon/
https://www.thegoodfoodnetwork.com/shop/severn-and-wye-traditionally-oak-smoked-var-salmon-500g-long-slices/
https://www.thegoodfoodnetwork.com/shop/severn-and-wye-traditionally-oak-smoked-var-salmon-500g-long-slices/


 

[3]  Read more on Harrods’s sourcing policy for seafood via:  

https://www.harrods.com/en-gb/harrods-path/corporate-social-responsibility/products/food-

sourcing-policies/fish-and-seafood  

 

Harrods’s online shop still fails to mention the fact that their salmon is farmed: 

https://www.harrods.com/en-gb/services/food-to-order/starters 

 

 
 

 

 

Read more via: 

 

Telegraph: "Selfridges forced to remove misleading sustainable salmon claims" 

Joanna Blythman in The Grocer: "We must take a stand against the sordid farmed salmon 

industry" 

M&S Irresponsibly Sourced Scottish Salmon (as greenwashed by RSPCA Assured)! 

Advertising Complaint Vs Sainsbury's "Responsibly Sourced" Scottish Salmon 

Complaint vs Ocado & Sainsbury's 'Organic' Scottish Salmon "Farmed Responsibly" by Mowi 

Filed with Trading & Advertising Standards 

Victory: The Pished Fish Sobers Up to False Claims Over "Sustainable" Scottish Salmon! 

Scamon Alert: The Pished Fish Challenged Over "Sustainably Sourced" Scottish Salmon 

Greenwashing 'Sustainable' Salmon - how supermarkets brand themselves as "responsible" via 

ClientEarth! 

Irresponsibly Farmed Scottish Salmon - Complaints Filed Vs Supermarkets with Advertising & 

Trading Standards!  

https://www.harrods.com/en-gb/harrods-path/corporate-social-responsibility/products/food-sourcing-policies/fish-and-seafood
https://www.harrods.com/en-gb/harrods-path/corporate-social-responsibility/products/food-sourcing-policies/fish-and-seafood
https://www.harrods.com/en-gb/services/food-to-order/starters
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/12/selfridgessustainblelochduartscamexposed.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/03/joanna-blythman-in-the-grocer-we-must-take-a-stand-against-the-sordid-farmed-salmon-industry-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/03/joanna-blythman-in-the-grocer-we-must-take-a-stand-against-the-sordid-farmed-salmon-industry-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/06/ms-irresponsibly-sourced-scottish-salmon-as-greenwashed-by-rspca-assured.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/05/asa-complaint-vs-sainsburys-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/02/complaint-vs-ocado-mowis-organic-scottish-salmon-filed-with-trading-advertising-standards.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/02/complaint-vs-ocado-mowis-organic-scottish-salmon-filed-with-trading-advertising-standards.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/victory-the-pished-fish-sobers-up-to-false-claims-over-sustainable-scottish-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/01/scamon-alert-the-pished-fish-challenged-over-sustainably-sourced-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/11/sustainable-seafood-scam-exposed-how-supermarkets-certify-themselves-as-responsible-via-client-earth.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/11/sustainable-seafood-scam-exposed-how-supermarkets-certify-themselves-as-responsible-via-client-earth.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/11/irresponsibly-farmed-scottish-salmon-complaints-filed-vs-supermarkets-with-advertising-trading-stand.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/11/irresponsibly-farmed-scottish-salmon-complaints-filed-vs-supermarkets-with-advertising-trading-stand.html
https://www.harrods.com/en-gb/services/food-to-order/starters


Complaint to the Advertising Standards Authority Vs ‘Responsibly Farmed’ Mowi Scottish 

salmon as advertised by Tesco & Sainsbury’s 

Media Backgrounder: Irresponsibly Farmed Scottish Salmon 

Complaint to the Competition & Markets Authority and Trading Standards Vs Supermarkets 

(Aldi, ASDA, Lidl, M&S, Morrisons, Sainsbury’s, Tesco & Waitrose) for deceptive marketing 

of ‘Responsibly Farmed’ & ‘Responsibly Sourced’ Scottish Salmon 

Hard Evidence Submitted with CMA & Trading Standards Complaint 

Supermarkets Investigated by Competition and Markets Authority - "Responsibly 

Farmed/Sourced" Green Claims Questioned! 

Bullshit Called on M&S's "Responsibly Sourced" Scottish Salmon!  

Gotcha: Mowi's "Responsibly Farmed" Scottish Salmon Caught in Advertising Standards Net! 

Result - Applecross Smokehouse deletes "sustainable fisheries" claim following complaint! 

RSPCA Assured Scottish Scamon from Applecross Smokehouse - Another Case of Deceptive 

Marketing for Trading Standards! 

Trading Standards Victory: "Our salmon is farm reared" admit Belhaven Smokehouse after 

complaint! 

Bullshit Called On 'Boutique' Farmed Salmon from the Faroes - Rick Stein Deletes "Boutique" 

& "Truly Stunning" Claims from Web-Site! 

BBC News: "Rick Stein's shop changes description of smoked salmon after complaint" 

Victory: Rick Stein Forced to Advertise Faroese Farmed Salmon After Trading Standards 

Investigation 

Mowi Settles Class Action Lawsuit for $1.3 million - prohibited from using phrases "sustainably 

sourced" & "all natural" 

Norwegian Government Asked to Divest from 'Unethical' & 'Irresponsible' Scottish Salmon! 

Loch Duart drops "sustainable" claim after advertising ruling 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/hard-evidence-asa-vs-responsibly-farmed-scottish-salmon-19-november-2021-2-final-version.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/hard-evidence-asa-vs-responsibly-farmed-scottish-salmon-19-november-2021-2-final-version.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/11/media-backgrounder-irresponsibly-farmed-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/trading-standards-cma-letter-of-complaint-vs-supermarkets-copied-to-asa-19-nov-2021.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/trading-standards-cma-letter-of-complaint-vs-supermarkets-copied-to-asa-19-nov-2021.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/trading-standards-cma-letter-of-complaint-vs-supermarkets-copied-to-asa-19-nov-2021.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/trading-standards-hard-evidence-november-2021-2-final-version.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/11/supermarkets-investigated-by-advertising-trading-standards-responsibly-farmedsourced-green-claims-qu.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/11/supermarkets-investigated-by-advertising-trading-standards-responsibly-farmedsourced-green-claims-qu.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/11/bullshit-called-on-mss-responsibly-sourced-scottish-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/11/gotcha-mowis-responsibly-farmed-scottish-salmon-caught-in-advertising-standards-net-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/06/result-applecross-smokehouse-update-website-following-complaint.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/06/rspca-assured-scottish-scamon-from-applecross-smokehouse-another-case-of-deceptive-marketing-for-tra.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/06/rspca-assured-scottish-scamon-from-applecross-smokehouse-another-case-of-deceptive-marketing-for-tra.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/04/trading-standards-victory-our-salmon-is-farm-reared-admit-belhaven-smokehouse-after-complaint.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/04/trading-standards-victory-our-salmon-is-farm-reared-admit-belhaven-smokehouse-after-complaint.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/04/bullshit-called-on-steins-claim-of-boutique-farmed-salmon-from-the-faroes-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/04/bullshit-called-on-steins-claim-of-boutique-farmed-salmon-from-the-faroes-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/04/bbc-news-rick-steins-shop-changes-description-of-smoked-salmon-after-complaint.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/04/victory-rick-stein-forced-to-advertise-farmed-salmon-after-trading-standards-investigation.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/04/victory-rick-stein-forced-to-advertise-farmed-salmon-after-trading-standards-investigation.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/mowi-settles-class-action-lawsuit-for-13-million-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/mowi-settles-class-action-lawsuit-for-13-million-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/norwegian-government-asked-to-divest-from-unethical-irresponsible-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/04/loch-duart-drops-sustainable-claim-after-advertising-ruling-.html

