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Health Warnings for Farmed Salmon  

 

 
 

- Supermarkets challenged to introduce plain packaging like tobacco  

- Scottish salmon labelled an environmental, animal and public health disaster  

- 'Scottish Scamon' ad campaign unveiled before Xmas marketing push  

- Consumers urged to 'take the pledge' to boycott farmed salmon 

 

 

 
 

Campaigners are urging supermarkets to be more honest and truthful in marketing of farmed 

salmon by introducing plain packaging like tobacco.  The newly unveiled 'Scottish Scamon' 

advertising campaign aims to stop consumers from buying farmed salmon over the festive 

period and beyond into 2020.    

 

Read Scottish Salmon Watch's letter to supermarkets dated 21 November 2019 online here  

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/11/health-warning-for-farmed-salmon-retailers-challenged-to-introduce-plain-packaging-like-tobacco-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-supermarkets-21-nov-2019.pdf
https://salmonpledge.org/
https://scottishscamon.co.uk/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-supermarkets-21-nov-2019.pdf
https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/supermarkets
https://scottishscamon.co.uk/


The 'Scottish Scamon' campaign would see the RSPCA Assured logo (which certifies ca. 

70% of Scottish salmon as 'welfare friendly') and other discredited and deceptive marketing 

slogans such as "sustainable", "organic", "Lochmuir" and "responsibly sourced" dropped in 

favour of graphic images of welfare abuse, health problems, infectious diseases and parasites 

(sourced from the Scottish Government's Fish Health Inspectorate and secret filming).  

 

 
 

"So-called 'healthy' Scottish salmon is a sham, scam and a consumer con," said Don 

Staniford, Director of Scottish Salmon Watch.  "Peer-reviewed science shows that salmon 

farming is unhealthy for our global oceans, both wild and farmed fish as well as our own 

health.   Before buying Scottish salmon shoppers should be faced with gruesome photos of 

diseased and deformed fish."  

"Anyone who watches the sickening videos of horrific welfare abuse inside salmon feedlots 

would seriously think twice before supporting such a toxic and unhealthy industry," 

continued Staniford.   "Instead of being branded as 'RSPCA Assured', 'organic' and 

'responsibly sourced', Scottish salmon should be sold in plain packaging like tobacco.  

Salmon farming should carry Government health warnings in terms of environmental health, 

animal health and public health.  Please take the pledge not to eat farmed salmon."   

https://www.salmon-trout.org/2017/07/04/new-report-estimates-that-scottish-salmon-farming-mortalities-are-now-running-at-20-million-fish-a-year-despite-23rds-of-the-industry-being-certified-as-rspca-assured/
https://www.salmon-trout.org/2017/07/04/new-report-estimates-that-scottish-salmon-farming-mortalities-are-now-running-at-20-million-fish-a-year-despite-23rds-of-the-industry-being-certified-as-rspca-assured/
https://theferret.scot/loch-duart-sustainable-advertising/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2006/oct/22/food.foodanddrink
https://www.scotsman.com/news/uk-news/m-amp-s-lochmuir-salmon-only-lochmuir-doesn-t-exist-1-1131606
https://theferret.scot/supermarkets-salmon-companies-animal-welfare/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-exposed-photos-24-october-2019-1.pdf
https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/about-us
https://salmonpledge.org/
https://scottishscamon.co.uk/


Shoppers wanting to buy Scottish salmon (aka 'Scottish Scamon') would find it sold alongside 

cigarettes.  

 

Scottish salmon has been exposed via a series of investigations via the BBC 'One Show', 

BBC Panorama, The Daily Mail, The Ferret, The Sunday Times, The Sunday National, The 

Guardian, The Sunday Mail, The Times, The Sunday Herald, The Daily Telegraph, The 

Scotsman, The Herald and STV News as suffering from mass mortalities, welfare problems, 

infectious diseases, viruses, lice infestation, waste pollution and chemical contamination. 

 

https://scottishscamon.co.uk/report
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BuNB-W8sTMg
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0005hc1/panorama-salmon-farming-exposed
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/09/-daily-mail-suffering-salmon-watchdog-investigates-farm-over-claims-that-more-than-300000-fish-are-i.html
https://theferret.scot/mowi-fish-farming-deaths/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/07/sunday-times-chemical-fears-at-scots-fish-farms-.html
https://www.thenational.scot/news/17572336.nine-million-killed-by-diseases-at-scotlands-salmon-farms/
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2018/oct/29/campaigners-call-for-temporary-ban-on-new-scottish-fish-farms
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2018/oct/29/campaigners-call-for-temporary-ban-on-new-scottish-fish-farms
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/scottish-salmon-farms-disease-hell-13639377
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/farmed-salmon-linked-to-cancer-risk-ctsfc0hjcst
http://www.eurocbc.org/page223.html
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/11/18/thousands-of-fish-poached-alive-in-lice-treatment-bungle-that-co/
https://www.scotsman.com/news-2-15012/eating-farm-salmon-raises-risk-of-cancer-1-508407
https://www.scotsman.com/news-2-15012/eating-farm-salmon-raises-risk-of-cancer-1-508407
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/17966373.scottish-government-urged-ban-painful-salmon-delicing-tech/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/stv-news-on-scottish-salmon-welfare-nightmare-watch-online-now.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rhrzJEHaWFE
https://www.onekind.scot/new-report-exposes-serious-welfare-issues-on-scottish-salmon-farms/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/06/exposed-gruesome-photos-of-deformed-diseased-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-virus-laden-scottish-salmon-5-june-2019.pdf
https://www.salmon-trout.org/2019/08/21/sea-lice-numbers-on-salmon-farms-double-in-a-single-year/
https://www.thescottishsun.co.uk/news/scottish-news/2186229/fish-farming-leading-to-salmon-poo-on-coasts/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/07/sunday-times-chemical-fears-at-scots-fish-farms-.html
https://scottishscamon.co.uk/


Gruesome photographs obtained from the Scottish Government's Fish Health Inspectorate via 

Freedom of Information have laid bare the disease-ridden nightmare of salmon farming in 

Scotland - with foreign-owned companies such as Norwegian-owned Mowi (formerly Marine 

Harvest), Faroese/Norwegian-owned The Scottish Salmon Company, Norwegian-owned 

Grieg Seafood, Norwegian-owned Scottish Sea Farms, Canadian-owned Cooke Aquaculture 

and US-owned Loch Duart now controlling a staggering 99% of 'Scottish' salmon farming 

production. 

View a gallery of photos online via 'Scottish Scamon':  

 

Download as high res images below: 

#1 - Salmon Farming is a Welfare Nightmare 

#2 - Salmon Farming Causes Nasty Neadaches 

#3 - Salmon Farming Causes Eye Damage 

#4 - Open Your Eyes to the Horrors of Scottish Scamon 

#5 - Skinless Scottish Salmon is Flayed Alive 

#6 - Salmon Farming Causes Heart Disease 

#7 - Scottish Salmon Farming Makes Your Flesh Creep 

#8 - Smoked Salmon is Farmed & Deformed 

#9 - Salmon Farming is a Cancer on the Coast 

#10 - Farmed Salmon Contains Cancer-Causing Chemicals 

#11 - Farmed Salmon is Artificially Coloured 

#12 - Scottish Salmon is Diseased 

#13 - Salmon Farming is Plagued by Flesh-Eating Parasites 

#14 - Gill Disease, Poxvirus & Chlamydia Plague Scottish Salmon 
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-business-49833904
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https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/report-scottish-scamon-feb-2019-5-grieg-seafood.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/meet-pop-eye-the-scottish-salmon.html
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#15 - Farmed Salmon is Fattier than Pizza 

#16 - Salmon Farming Kills with Cruelty 

#17 - Protect Children: Don't Let The Eat Farmed & Dangerous Salmon 

#18 - Salmon Farming is a Video Nasty 

#19 - Warning: Scottish Salmon Has Health Problems 

#20 - You Must be Blind to Eat Scottish Salmon 

#21 - Quit Buying Scottish Salmon 

#22 - Maggots Love Scottish Salmon 

#23 - Scottish Salmon Eaten Alive by Lice 

#24 - Salmon Farming Causes Harm 

#25 - Farmed Salmon is a Cancerous Sore 

#26 - Farmed Salmon is a Cancerous Sore (Version 2) 

#27 - Farmed Salmon is a Cancerous Sore (Version 3) 

#28 - Farmed Salmon is a Cancerous Sore (Version 4) 

#29 - Farmed Salmon is a Cancerous Sore (Version 5)  
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