
Immediate Release, 10 February 2022 

 
It’s Official: Infectious Salmon Anaemia Back to Haunt Scottish Salmon  

- ISA reported to the World Organization for Animal Health for the first time since 2012! 

- FOI disclosure by Scottish Government lifts lid on ISA  

at Scottish Sea Farms in Loch Spelve on the Isle of Mull  

- 369,195 farmed salmon described as ‘susceptible’ for ISA in May 2021 

- Scottish Sea Farms supplies M&S with RSPCA Assured salmon  

- Another case of ISA at Landcatch’s Ormsary Hatchery  

in November 2021 “awaiting publication” by Scottish Government 

- ISA outbreak in 1989-9 involving Scottish Sea Farms cost £100 million & 200 jobs  

 

 
 

A Freedom of Information disclosure by the Scottish Government last week (2 February) reveals 

that Infectious Salmon Anaemia (ISA) was officially reported by the Scottish Government to the 

World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) via a ‘Notification of OIE-Listed Aquatic Diseases 

and Infections’ submitted by the Fish Health Inspectorate on 15 September 2021.   
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The OIE report filed by the Scottish Government/DEFRA in September 2021 detailed ISA in 

farmed Atlantic salmon with ‘Infection/Infestation limited to one or more zones’ and listed 

369,195 ‘susceptible’ farmed Atlantic salmon in May 2021 (the site or company was not named 

in the OIE report but in August 2021 the Scottish Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate 

reported ISA at Scottish Sea Farms in Loch Spelve on the Isle of Mull following on inspection in 

May 2021 which detailed 369,195 salmon on site).   

 

 
 

 

“Infectious Salmon Anaemia is officially back to haunt Scottish salmon,” said Don Staniford, 

Director of Scamon Scotland (formerly Scottish Salmon Watch) who visited the RSPCA Assured 

salmon farm operated by Norwegian-owned Scottish Sea Farms (Norskott Havbruk) in Loch 

Spelve in May 2021 prompting the Scottish Government inspection which revealed ISA.  “This 

is first time ISA has been reported to the World Organization for Animal Health since 2012 and 

Scottish salmon farming is no longer ‘ISA-free’.  Official confirmation of ISA in Scottish 

salmon completely vindicates secret filming inside fish farms.  How many more cases of ISA are 

lurking on salmon farms across Scotland?”  

 

The OIE report filed in September 2021 by the Scottish Government via DEFRA (or vice versa – 

a FOI request to DEFRA is seeking further information) detailed a ‘disease notification’ for both 

farmed and wild fish but only 4 samples were collected for farmed salmon and zero for wild fish:    
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The OIE report dated 15 September 2021 detailed:  

 

 
 

The date of last occurrence of ISA in Scotland was listed in the OIE report in September 2021 

from the Scottish Government as 8 May 2012.  The Scottish Government previously reported to 

the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) in late May 2021 that ISA had not been 

reported on Scottish salmon farms since 31 December 2009.   
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“Apologies again for providing contradictory information,” wrote the Fish Health Inspectorate 

Technical Manager at Marine Scotland Science in an email to DEFRA dated 25 October 2021 

(copied to Charles Allan – head of Marine Scotland’s Fish Health Inspectorate).  “Will the 

system permit two selections here?  The ISA strain relates to both HPR-deleted strain which we 

would record as disease absent and HPR-0 strain which would be infection/infestation limited to 

one or more zones.  If only one selection is allowed it would probably have to be the latter – 

infection/infestation limited to one or more zones.”   

 

“The system permits only one presence code per disease, but it allows to provide quantitative 

data for each ISA genotype to be notified,” wrote DEFRA’s Animal and Plant Health & Welfare 

Directorate (Veterinary Trade Facilitation, Global Animal Health) in an undated email 

(understood to be from October 2021 – Scamon Scotland has asked the Scottish Government to 

provide the missing information).   

 

Here’s an email from DEFRA to the Scottish Government’s Marine Laboratory in Aberdeen 

dated 22 October 2021: 

 

  

“ISA – the last known occurrence of ISA in Scotland was in 2009, however we did not declare 

absence until completion of the surveillance programme following re-stocking,” explained the 

Fish Health Inspectorate’s Technical Manager at Marine Scotland Science in an email to DEFRA 

dated 22 October 2021.  “8 May 2012 is when we were officially recognized as free of ISA 

again.” 

 

Here’s an email from DEFRA to Marine Scotland Science dated 19 October 2021: 
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“This is not an attempt to hide information: rather it states that the information given earlier in 

the response was also sent on to Defra as required,” wrote the Scottish Government in a FOI 

review reply letter dated 2 February 2022.  “This correspondence with Defra was not included in 

the original response as it was believed to include the same information, and was not directly 

relevant to the request”.  

 

Read the FOI disclosure from the Scottish Government on 2 February 2022 in full via:  

FOI Lifts Lid on Scotland's Secret: ISA in Scottish Salmon Officially Reported in September 

2021 to World Organization for Animal Health 

 

Contact: 

 

Don Staniford: 07771 541826 (salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com)  
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Media Backgrounder: ISA Lurking in Scottish Salmon  

 

The Scottish Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate visited Loch Spelve salmon farm operated 

by Scottish Sea Farms on 14 May 2021 – the inspection visit was triggered by secret filming on 7 

May 2021 and a welfare complaint filed on 10 May 2021 by Scottish Salmon Watch  (renamed 

Scamon Scotland on 1 February 2022). 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Fish Health Inspectorate’s ‘Case Information’ which details 369,195 on site at the Loch 

Spelve salmon farm was not published until August 2021 and was first publicized in August 

2021 by Scottish Salmon Watch via: 
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Breaking News: ISA reported at RSPCA Assured Scottish Sea Farms on the Isle of Mull 

Damning Disease Report for RSPCA Assured Scottish Sea Farms in Loch Spelve  
Letter to Scottish Ministers re. ISA in Scottish Salmon  
 
The UK media ignored the report of ISA in Scottish salmon although the trade press did report: 

Top story on Intrafish reports on ISA at Scottish Sea Farms! 

"Activist challenged over claim about fish virus" (Fish Farming Expert) 
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Scottish Salmon Watch reported in June 2021 how M&S had dropped their fake ‘Lochmuir’ 

brand – which was pioneered by Scottish Sea Farms in Loch Spelve – in favour of RSPCA 

Assured accreditation. 

 

 
 

In May 2021, the RSPCA temporarily suspended Loch Spelve from the RSPCA Assured scheme 

following a welfare complaint filed by Scottish Salmon Watch. 
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Scottish Salmon Watch published a media backgrounder in August 2021 detailing how Scottish 

Sea Farms was the company fingered for the spread of ISA in Scotland back in 1998-9 which 

cost £100 million:   

 

 
 

Read in full via: Media Backgrounder: Scottish Salmon’s Recurring ISA Nightmare 
 
 

Another media backgrounder detailed the spread of ISA all over the world since 1984: 

Media Backgrounder: Norway’s Infectious Salmon Aquacalypse – Going Global Since 1984! 
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Scottish Salmon Watch reported in December 2021: 

 

 
 
FOI-2021-00234467 disclosed by the Scottish Government in October 2021 revealed that 7% of 

Scottish farmed salmon sampled between 2002 and 2012 tested positive for Infectious Salmon 

Anaemia (396 ISA positives out of 5,395 samples).   

 

A Freedom of Information reply from the Scottish Government dated 5 January 2022 detailed 

three cases of Infectious Salmon Anaemia (ISA) on Scottish salmon farms since 2013 – at 

Marine Harvest (Mowi) in Loch Greshornish on the Isle of Skye in 2014; at Scottish Sea Farms 

in Loch Spelve on the Isle of Mull in May 2021 and at Landcatch’s Ormsary Broodstock Unit in 

Argyll in November 2021. 

 

The FOI disclosure (FOI-2021-00259475) dated 5 January 2020 included:  
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The above was reported via: 

Infectious Salmon Anaemia Reported at Landcatch’s Ormsary Hatchery in November – was ISA 

imported via infected salmon eggs (ova) from Iceland? 

Front Page Splash on ISA at Landcatch in the Argyllshire Advertiser! 
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A Fish Health Inspectorate report detailing an inspection of Landcatch’s Ormsary Broodstock 

Unit in Argyll on 1 November 2021 is still “awaiting publication” via the Scottish Government’s 

‘Case Information’. 

 

Yesterday (9 February 2022), Scamon Scotland wrote to Scottish Ministers calling for the border 

to be closed to imports of salmon eggs (ova), parr and smolts to safeguard against disease and 

genetic risks.  Scamon Scotland revealed that Benchmark Genetics Iceland (formerly called 

Stofnfiskur) was still importing ova to Landcatch’s Ormsary Hatchery despite the report of ISA 

in Iceland.   

 

 
 

“Scamon Scotland is calling on the Scottish Government to close the border to imports of ova, 

parr and smolts and increase surveillance of salmon farms to stop the spread of infectious 

diseases, viruses and pathogens,” concluded Don Stanford, Director of Scamon Scotland.  

“Consumers should boycott Scottish salmon – even RSPCA Assured, ‘organic’ and ASC-

certified products – like the proverbial plague.  Scottish salmon is a disease-ridden, virus-laden 

and lice-infested health disaster.  Scottish salmon belongs in the bin not your shopping basket.” 

 

Read more via: 

Letter to Scottish Ministers: Please Close the Border to Imports of Salmon Ova, Parr & Smolts!  

Iceland Still Importing Ova to 'Scottish' Salmon Farms Despite Disease Risks 
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Escape at ISA-Hit Laxar - why is 'Scottish' Salmon Still Importing Millions of Ova from 

Iceland? 

Front Page Splash on ISA at Landcatch in the Argyllshire Advertiser! 

Game Ova for Imports & Exports: Close the Borders to Stop the Spread of Diseases & Genetic 

Pollution! 

Infectious Salmon Anaemia Reported at Landcatch’s Ormsary Hatchery in November – was ISA 

imported via infected salmon eggs (ova) from Iceland? 

The Catch with Landcatch - how Lithgows sold Scottish salmon down the river to Dutch & US 

investors!  

Iceland Slaughters ISA-Infected Salmon - is Scotland next in the firing line? 

ISA hits Scottish Sea Farms owner SalMar in Norway - how many hidden cases are lurking on 

salmon farms in Scotland? 

Letter to Scottish Ministers calling for a ban on ova imports from Iceland 

Revealed: Infectious Salmon Anaemia Lurking in Scottish Salmon 

Scottish Ministers with Egg on Their Faces - is it game ova for imports of salmon eggs from 

Iceland & Norway? 

Scottish Scamon Eggsposé: The Foreign Companies Importing Over 320 Million Salmon Eggs 

(Ova) Into 'Scottish' Fish Farms Since 2016! 

Press Statement: Ban All Ova Imports to Protect 'Scottish' Salmon!  

ISA in Iceland - will Scotland ban ova imports to prevent disease risks as with Norway? 

Mowi fined for breaching ISA laws in Norway - is ISA lurking at Mowi salmon farms in 

Scotland? 

Top story on Intrafish reports on ISA at Scottish Sea Farms! 

Salmon Farming is Like the Black Death Plague!  

Mowi's Mortality Nigthmare - Farmed Salmon is Dead in the Water!  

"Activist challenged over claim about fish virus" (Fish Farming Expert) 

Breaking News: ISA reported at RSPCA Assured Scottish Sea Farms on the Isle of Mull 

Damning Disease Report for RSPCA Assured Scottish Sea Farms in Loch Spelve  

Letter to Scottish Ministers re. ISA in Scottish Salmon  

Media Backgrounder: Scottish Salmon’s Recurring ISA Nightmare 

Media Backgrounder: Norway’s Infectious Salmon Aquacalypse – Going Global Since 1984! 

Norway's Infectious Salmon "Horror Show" Secretly Playing Now In Scotland? 

Norwegian Salmon Egg Exports Banned Due to Disease Risks 

Letter to Scottish Ministers: "Bio-security Protocols & Safety Precautions re. Ova Imports" 
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