
Scottish Salmon Watch, 3 October 2018 

 

Justice for Fish  

- Welfare of Scottish Salmon in Legal Spotlight  

 

 
 

A Crowd Justice campaign to fund legal action to stop cruelty and suffering on Scottish 

salmon farms has been launched.  Scottish Salmon Watch is proposing a legal challenge 

because they believe that salmon farms in Scotland run the risk of breaching the Animal 

Health & Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006  - specifically in relation to "Unnecessary Suffering", 

"Cruel Operations" and "Ensuring Welfare of Animals". 
 

 
 

"Cramming the 'King of Fish' in cramped and overcrowded cages is cruel and a welfare 

nightmare," said Don Staniford, Director of Scottish Salmon Watch.  "Scientific research has 

shown that salmon are sentient beings who feel pain and distress.  Secret filming inside 

salmon farms reveals shocking suffering on salmon farms.  Legal action is urgently needed to 

raise welfare standards on Scottish salmon's torture chambers.  Fish have feelings too but 

have no voice so we need to speak out on their behalf and stand up against cruelty and 

suffering on Scottish salmon farms."  

 

Contact: Don Staniford: 07771 541826 (dstaniford@gaaia.org) 

https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/
https://www.crowdjustice.com/case/stop-cruelty-welfare-abuse-on/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/section/19
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/section/21
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/section/24
https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/about-us
mailto:dstaniford@gaaia.org
https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/welfare
https://www.crowdjustice.com/case/stop-cruelty-welfare-abuse-on/


Media Backgrounder: 

 

A Scottish Parliamentary motion on the 'Welfare of Farmed Fish' was lodged last month by 

Mark Ruskell MSP.   

 

 
 

The Parliamentary motion follows the broadcast of damning video footage shot by 

photographer Corin Smith of lice-infested Scottish salmon at a farm operated by The Scottish 

Salmon Company in Loch Roag by the BBC's 'The One Show'.   

 

 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-13963&ResultsPerPage=10
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1UoflkTvCCnExvZFdMo9s0-41yroVQBYo
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1UoflkTvCCnExvZFdMo9s0-41yroVQBYo
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/09/scottish-salmon-in-a-spin-bbcs-the-one-show-leaves-sspo-in-panic-mode-.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3hAUkRiZ9o0
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-13963&ResultsPerPage=10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3hAUkRiZ9o0


In August 2018, a report - "Fish Welfare On Scotland's Salmon Farms" - published by 

OneKind highlighted "serious welfare issues on Scotland’s salmon farms" and exposed "a 

number of welfare breaches including mass mortality, sea lice infestations, disease and 

escapes". 

 

 
 

Earlier this week (1 October), The Ferret revealed that a salmon farm caught on film with 

lice-infested salmon has been reprimanded by the Scottish Government.   

 

In June, Scottish Salmon Watch and The Ferret published gruesome photos of diseased and 

deformed Scottish salmon disclosed via Freedom of Information by the Scottish Government 

(despite threats of legal action by lawyers acting for The Scottish Salmon Company and 

Scottish Sea Farms). 

 

 
 

https://www.onekind.scot/resources/fish-welfare-on-scotlands-salmon-farms/
https://www.onekind.scot/new-report-exposes-serious-welfare-issues-on-scottish-salmon-farms/
https://www.onekind.scot/new-report-exposes-serious-welfare-issues-on-scottish-salmon-farms/
https://theferret.scot/fish-farm-film-lice-salmon/
https://theferret.scot/fish-farm-film-lice-salmon/
https://theferret.scot/fish-farm-film-lice-salmon/
https://theferret.scot/pictures-diseases-farmed-fish/
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/slya8qyhl1vevo9/AAANuzeWp-wPSjYvIuloVPHNa?dl=0
https://theferret.scot/sick-salmon-scottish-fish-farm-film/
https://theferret.scot/sick-salmon-scottish-fish-farm-film/
https://www.onekind.scot/new-report-exposes-serious-welfare-issues-on-scottish-salmon-farms/
https://theferret.scot/pictures-diseases-farmed-fish/
https://theferret.scot/pictures-diseases-farmed-fish/


Over 30,000 people have signed a petition by SumOfUS calling for the Scottish Government 

to improve the welfare of Scottish salmon by enforcing the Animal Health & Welfare (2006) 

Act with respect to farmed salmon.   

 

 
 

 

Secret filming carried out by Scottish Salmon Watch at salmon farms in Loch Fyne and on 

the Isle of Mull in July and August 2018 has revealed deformities and lice-infestations. 

 

 
 

https://actions.sumofus.org/a/scottish-government-and-the-scottish-environment-protection-agency-take-urgent-action-on-salmon-welfare
https://vimeo.com/donstaniford
https://vimeo.com/288054862
https://actions.sumofus.org/a/scottish-government-and-the-scottish-environment-protection-agency-take-urgent-action-on-salmon-welfare
https://vimeo.com/288054862


Dr Krzysztof Wojtas, Head of Fish Policy at Compassion in World Farming, said last month:  

 

"Fish are incredibly misunderstood.  They are able to feel pain, pleasure and other emotions.  

Despite this, fish receive very little legal protection and are often farmed in inhumane 

conditions.  We have to put a stop to this." 
 

 

"The footage quashes industry marketing claims that Scottish salmon farming is 'high-

welfare' or 'sustainable' and shows the gruesome reality of the way animals are treated by 

those who see them as 'products' and nothing else," reported PETA last month.  "Salmon and 

other fish are smart and most certainly feel pain.  Scientists who study pain are in agreement 

that fish’s pain-response systems are basically identical to those of mammals and birds. 

Imagine the agony that these salmon must have endured, swimming in their own faeces, 

denied anything and everything that’s natural and important to them." 

 
 

https://www.ciwf.org.uk/news/2018/09/the-secrets-of-scottish-salmon-farming
https://www.peta.org.uk/blog/shocking-video-exposes-cruel-salmon-farming-in-scotland/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/fish-feel-pain-180967764/
https://www.peta.org.uk/blog/shocking-video-exposes-cruel-salmon-farming-in-scotland/
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/09/-daily-mail-suffering-salmon-watchdog-investigates-farm-over-claims-that-more-than-300000-fish-are-i.html


The Sunday Post reported (30 September 2018):  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Read in full via Sunday Post: "Underwater film reveals salmon with twisted spines as fears 

mount over cages" 

 

https://www.sundaypost.com/fp/underwater-film-reveals-salmon-with-twisted-spines-as-fears-mount-over-cages/
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/09/sunday-post-underwater-film-reveals-salmon-with-twisted-spines-as-fears-mount-over-cages.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/09/sunday-post-underwater-film-reveals-salmon-with-twisted-spines-as-fears-mount-over-cages.html
https://www.sundaypost.com/fp/underwater-film-reveals-salmon-with-twisted-spines-as-fears-mount-over-cages/
https://www.sundaypost.com/fp/underwater-film-reveals-salmon-with-twisted-spines-as-fears-mount-over-cages/
https://www.sundaypost.com/fp/underwater-film-reveals-salmon-with-twisted-spines-as-fears-mount-over-cages/


In July, Scottish Salmon Watch filed a welfare complaint with Police Scotland and the 

Animal & Plant Health Agency.  In August, following another complaint relating to the 

operations of The Scottish Salmon Company in Loch Fyne and Scottish Sea Farms in Loch 

Spelve on the Isle of Mull the Animal & Plant Health Agency replied (16 August): 

 

 
 

Last month, Scottish Salmon Watch quite literally lifted the lid on the can of worms, beetles 

and maggots of diseased farmed salmon. 

 

 
 

 
 

Watch more videos online here and read more online here 

 

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/07/legal-complaint-vs-breaches-of-animal-health-welfare-scotland-act-.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/07/legal-complaint-vs-breaches-of-animal-health-welfare-scotland-act-.html
https://vimeo.com/292262400
https://vimeo.com/donstaniford
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/10/press-release-dirty-rotten-scottish-salmon-videos-lift-lid-on-can-of-worms-beetles-maggots.html
https://vimeo.com/292262400
https://vimeo.com/292265388

