
$camon $cotland, 21 February 2024  

 

Mowi Caught Breaching Authorisation Conditions At Carnasserie Hatchery 

- FOI disclosure reveals details of Mowi’s plans for broodstock & egg supply  

- Kames facility transferred to Mowi for broodstock  

- Little Loch Broom to be used for broodstock for new Ardessie Hatchery 

 

A Freedom of Information disclosure by the Scottish Government (1 February) reveals that 

Norwegian salmon giant Mowi breached authorisation conditions by stocking Carnasserie 

Hatchery with broodstock without authorisation (with question marks over Mowi’s Ardessie 

salmon farms in Little Loch Broom):    

 

 
 

 

$camon $cotland today (21 February) filed a FOI request with the Scottish Government for 

information relating to any further breaches of authorisation conditions by Mowi and other 

salmon farming companies. 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2024/02/mowi-caught-breaching-authorisation-conditions-at-carnasserie-hatchery.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-backgrounder-ova-mowi-broodstock-feb-2024.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-backgrounder-ova-mowi-broodstock-feb-2024.pdf


“Norwegian giant Mowi operates in wee bonnie Scotland as if they are above the law,” said Don 

Staniford, Director of $camon $cotland.  “Mowi has shamefully – and fatally – ignored health 

and safety laws, biomass and lice limits, welfare legislation, reporting of seals killed and now it 

has been caught jumping the gun in stocking broodstock without authorisation.   How many 

more cases of Mowi – and other salmon farming companies – riding roughshod over regulations 

are there lurking in the virus-laden waters?  This case is surely the tip of a Titanic-sized iceberg.” 

 

 

 
 

 

“Salmon farms across Scotland are slipping through the assessment net,” continued Staniford 

who is the subject of a SLAPP by Mowi.  “Instead of turning a blind eye to violations and 

breaches of conditions, the Scottish Government should close the net on Mowi’s disease-ridden 

operations.   Salmon farming companies found breaching authorisation conditions and violating 

the terms of their operating licence should be fined and have their leases rescinded rather than 

being rewarded with government grants and the fast-tracking of applications.  It’s time to close 

down this lousy industry and rip out the hundreds of salmon cages littering the Highlands and 

Islands.  Mowi has spread like malignant cancer on the coast of Scotland.” 

 

 

Contact: 

 

Don Staniford: 07771 541826 (salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com)    

 

Notes to Editors: 

 

[1]  Read more via: FOI Backgrounder: Ova & Mowi Broodstock (1 February 2024) 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2024/02/mowi-gives-ground-over-ban-on-activist-fish-farming-expert.html
mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-backgrounder-ova-mowi-broodstock-feb-2024.pdf
https://vimeo.com/878773197


The FOI disclosure from the Scottish Government (2024-00391984) on 1 February 2024 reveals 

how a Mowi worker (their name is redacted) is struggling to cope with a heavy workload and 

asks “if there is any way I can help expedite the process”: 

 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-backgrounder-ova-mowi-broodstock-feb-2024.pdf
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1758840905266544929


Even working weekends, Mowi has struggled to cope with mass mortalities in Scotland – often 

blaming poor quality eggs for high death rates in freshwater hatcheries.  Data published by the 

Scottish Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate on 2 February 2024 reveals 3.5 million 

mortalities due to ‘unviable eggs’, ‘poor genetics’ and ‘hatch fail’ – including 2.4 million at 

Mowi’s deadly Inchmore hatchery: 

 

 
 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2024/02/mowis-saint-valentine-day-massacre-in-scotland-.html
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/12/video-exclusive-mowi-whistleblower-lifts-the-lid-on-shitty-salmon-farming-.html
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/


Fish Farming Expert reported in October 2021: 

 

 

 

https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/broodfish-mowi-scotland-ova-supply-security/mowi-seeks-security-of-supply-with-scottish-breeding-programme/1283079
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/broodfish-mowi-scotland-ova-supply-security/mowi-seeks-security-of-supply-with-scottish-breeding-programme/1283079
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/broodfish-mowi-scotland-ova-supply-security/mowi-seeks-security-of-supply-with-scottish-breeding-programme/1283079


Fish Farming Expert reported in May 2022: 

 

 
 

 

https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/mowi-ireland-mowi-scotland-q1-results/were-ova-the-worst-says-mowi-after-eggs-get-blame-for-problems/1333005
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/mowi-ireland-mowi-scotland-q1-results/were-ova-the-worst-says-mowi-after-eggs-get-blame-for-problems/1333005
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/mowi-ireland-mowi-scotland-q1-results/were-ova-the-worst-says-mowi-after-eggs-get-blame-for-problems/1333005


The Press & Journal reported in August 2022: 

 

 

 

https://archive.ph/xAdpE
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Mowi reported in December 2023: 

 

 
 

 

https://mowi.com/uk/blog/2023/12/01/mowi-produces-first-eggs-from-scottish-broodstock-in-20-years/
https://mowi.com/uk/blog/2023/12/01/mowi-produces-first-eggs-from-scottish-broodstock-in-20-years/
https://mowi.com/uk/blog/2023/12/01/mowi-produces-first-eggs-from-scottish-broodstock-in-20-years/


 
 

 

https://mowi.com/uk/blog/2023/12/01/mowi-produces-first-eggs-from-scottish-broodstock-in-20-years/
https://twitter.com/MowiScotlandLtd/status/1734596166401089824


Mowi’s Q4 2023 presentation on 14 February 2024 outlined plans for the Norwegian salmon 

giant to be “100% self-sufficient for eggs”:  

 

 
 

Mowi’s Q4 2023 report published on 14 February 2024 included: 

 

“Another important part of Mowi Scotland's biological turnaround plan is to become self-

sufficient for eggs. After receiving the final permit, Mowi Scotland has started the groundwork 

for a new bespoke broodstock and egg facility at Ardessie in Northern Scotland. When complete 

in 2025, it will provide a secure supply for 100% of Mowi Scotland's egg requirements.”  

 

 

The FOI disclosure from the Scottish Government (2024-00391984) on 1 February 2024 reveals 

that in 2021 Mowi identified sites at Inverpolly, Isle Ewe and Torridon as potential broodstock 

sites:  

 

 
 

https://mowi.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Mowi_Q4_2023_Presentation-1.pdf
https://mowi.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Quarterly-Report-Q4-2023-4.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-backgrounder-ova-mowi-broodstock-feb-2024.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-backgrounder-ova-mowi-broodstock-feb-2024.pdf


‘Pre-application advice’ to Mowi issued by the Scottish Government in December 2021 

included:  

 

 

 
 

A ‘Teams Meeting’ (names redacted) in May 2023 provided advice on marine pen sites “to be 

used alongside the proposed land based broodstock site at Ardessie”: 
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A letter from Marine Scotland Science in February 2023 explained that “authorisation details for 

the seawater pen site holding broodfish will need to be updated to include the growth stage of 

broodstock”:  

 

 

 
 

 

“Elite eggs are stocks in one of our hatcheries at Lochailort or Inchmore….the fish are then 

stocked into one of our freshwater loch sites until they reach the smolt stage at which point they 

will transfer to sea,” outlined a Mowi report in December 2022.  “The broodstock candidates will 

then continue to be grown on in one of the seawater farms alongside the normal production fish.” 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-backgrounder-ova-mowi-broodstock-feb-2024.pdf
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The FOI disclosure from the Scottish Government (2024-00391984) on 1 February 2024 detailed 

discussions on transferring the ownership of Carnasserie Hatchery from Kames to Mowi:  
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The FOI disclosure from the Scottish Government (2024-00391984) on 1 February 2024 detailed 

discussions on Mowi sites to be registered as broodstock with Mowi not able to guarantee single 

year class stocking and synchronous fallowing between both Ardessie A and Ardessie B (and 

reference to Mowi’s Ardnish “site change” and the Dawnfresh Loch Etive “sites change”):  
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The FOI disclosure from the Scottish Government (2024-00391984) on 1 February 2024 

included further discussion on the authorisation of Mowi’s broodstock site at Ardessie – 

including reference to the provisions of the Code of Practice to Avoid and Minimise the Impact 

of Infectious Salmon Anaemia: 
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An application to the Scottish Government by Wester Ross Fisheries (owned by Mowi) relating 

to Ardessie dated 16 October 2023 included: “In 2023, selected broodstock will be moved in 

mid-October (total of 2000 fish max) to Carnasserie hatchery while we are building our new 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-backgrounder-ova-mowi-broodstock-feb-2024.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-backgrounder-ova-mowi-broodstock-feb-2024.pdf
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broodstock facilities where next cohort will be transferred in 2024”: 

 
 

 
 

 

Another application to the Scottish Government by Mowi dated 16 October 2023 proposed to 

change the use of Carnasserie Hatchery for holding rainbow trout broodstock to Atlantic salmon 

broodstock from 31 October 2023 (in addition to transferring the name of the business from 

Kames to Mowi): 
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A document titled – Carnasserie Biosecurity Measures Plan – includes: 
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A Veterinary Health and Welfare Plan for Carnasserie Hatchery dated 4 October 2023 details 

how the ‘elite eggs’ were imported from Mowi Ireland to Inchmore hatchery in January 2021 

before ongrowing in Loch Garry, transfer to Mowi’s Torridon salmon farm where there was high 

mortality throughout the autumn months of 2022 due to CMS and gill issues before further 

transfers in December 2022 and April 2023 to Ardessie and then the final transfer to Carnasserie 

in October 2023: 
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