
$camon $cotland, 30 July 2023 

 

RSPCA Assured Scottish Salmon is Sealed With a Kiss of Death & Biosecurity Breaches! 

 

- Video footage exposes welfare abuse at Bakkafrost’s Portree farm off the Isle of Skye 

- Complaints filed vs Bakkafrost for welfare, biosecurity and health & safety failures  

- Campaigners call for tougher predator nets to protect fish & keep seals out of cages 

- Drone footage exposes biosecurity breaches during mortality uplift & transport 

 

Shocking video footage shot by $camon $cotland inside a lice-infested feedlot at Bakkafrost’s 

RSPCA Assured Portree salmon farm off the Isle of Skye has triggered welfare complaints [1].   

 

 

 

 
 

The Norwegian/Faroese-owned company Bakkafrost (formerly called The Scottish Salmon 

Company) is accused of welfare abuse by failing to install and/or properly maintain anti-predator 

nets to deter seals at a salmon farm with a history of mass mortalities off the Isle of Skye.   

https://vimeo.com/849678927/affc3a319a
https://vimeo.com/849678927/affc3a319a
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/complaints-vs-bakkafrost-portree-17-july-2023.pdf
https://www.bakkafrost.com/en/investor-relations/share-information/bakkafrost_major-shareholders/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-business-55664960
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/.a/6a016766faffa0970b02c1a6cd0137200b-popup
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https://donstaniford.typepad.com/.a/6a016766faffa0970b02c1b258e383200d-popup
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/.a/6a016766faffa0970b02c1b258e386200d-popup


Summary video footage is available online here (click on the graphic): 

 

 

 
 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/849678927/affc3a319a
https://vimeo.com/847308999/2fab6d04f8


Here’s photo stills sourced from the video footage: 
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Here’s more video footage shot by Don Staniford of $camon $cotland inside Bakkafrost’s 

Portree salmon farm on 28 & 29 June 2023 (click on the graphics to play the clips): 

 

 
 

   

 

https://vimeo.com/843403137/2d2eb5dc8d
https://vimeo.com/843403644/b8426768b3


 
 

 

 

 
 

 

https://vimeo.com/843404338/ec2f2ed66e
https://vimeo.com/843405619/fbea63337e


 
 

 

 
 

[See Appendix below for more unedited video footage shot at the RSPCA Assured Portree 

salmon farm on 28 & 29 June 2023] 

https://vimeo.com/843406211/7e879990c0
https://vimeo.com/843406835/01692371f9


“The horrific injuries inside Bakkafrost’s RSPCA Assured’s Portree salmon farm were the worst 

I’ve ever witnessed,” said Don Staniford, Director of $camon $cotland who kayaked back from 

filming with an escort of seals.  “The open wounds and unnecessary suffering of dozens of 

farmed salmon was so shocking that I visited a second time to check on the welfare nightmare.  

It beggars belief that RSPCA Assured allows such intolerable cruelty.  Bakkafrost has either not 

installed proper anti-predator netting or they have not properly maintained the equipment – either 

way this is a clear cut case of welfare abuse.  The zombie salmon on show inside the salmon 

farm are like an X-rated horror film.” 

 

 
 

In February 2020, scientist Dr Lynne Sneddon criticized the RSPCA for supporting salmon 

farming in Scotland.  The Sunday Times revealed that the RSPCA received over £500,000 from 

salmon farming companies via the RSPCA Assured certification scheme.   

 

The RSPCA’s farmed salmon standards technical advisory group is compromised of a ‘Who’s 

Who’ of the salmon farming industry including representatives of Bakkafrost, Mowi, Scottish 

Sea Farms, Cooke, Loch Duart, Organic Sea Harvest, Hendrix Genetics, Pharmaq and Salmon 

Scotland.  The latest version of the ‘RSPCA Welfare Standards for Farmed Atlantic Salmon’ 

(February 2021) condones the killing of seals [2].   

 

“If salmon farms cannot operate securely without breaching welfare legislation then they should 

be shut down immediately,” continued Staniford who wrote to RSPCA Assured in October 2022 

calling for the end of RSPCA certification of Scottish salmon.  “By failing to keep out predators, 

Bakkafrost has failed to protect the health and welfare of the hundreds of thousands of salmon 

cooped up in the cages.  If chicken farmers allowed foxes free entry into hen houses to slaughter 

their stock the public would be outraged.  Now that the killing of seals is banned, salmon farmers 

have a duty to install anti-predator netting and if that is not enough to keep out ‘gangs’ of seals 

then it is time to put an end to the misery of salmon farming.” 

 

In February 2021, the killing of seals was banned by the Scottish Government due to the costly 

threat of a US ban on Scottish salmon.   Despite the ban over two years ago, the illegal killing of 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JN5vridIYSo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JN5vridIYSo
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/sunday-times-scientist-hits-out-at-rspca-for-backing-scottish-salmon-farms-.html
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https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/sunday-times-rspca-paid-over-500000-to-back-scottish-salmon-industry.html
https://science.rspca.org.uk/sciencegroup/farmanimals/standards/salmon
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https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/10/open-letter-to-the-rspca-asc-please-stop-certifying-scottish-salmon-as-responsibly-farmed-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/10/open-letter-to-the-rspca-asc-please-stop-certifying-scottish-salmon-as-responsibly-farmed-.html
https://www.gov.scot/collections/marine-licensing-seal-licensing/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jun/17/scottish-salmon-farmers-to-be-banned-from-shooting-seals
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jun/17/scottish-salmon-farmers-to-be-banned-from-shooting-seals
https://vimeo.com/849678927/affc3a319a


seals has continued with The Ferret reporting last month on the unlawful killing of a seal in 

Orkney by Norskott Havbruk (Scottish Sea Farms).   

 

BBC News reported in January 2021 that more than 52,000 salmon were killed by seals at the 

Portree salmon farm in an incident on 31 December 2020 with Intrafish reporting that the attacks 

were carried out by a seal gang [3].  The Scottish Government reported on seal deaths and 

predation problems at Bakkafrost’s Portree salmon farm in 2020/2021 – resulting from a seal 

entering a cage – which apparently lead to the installation of ‘SealPro’ nets (in addition to seal 

blinds) after an escape of 62,828 fish on 31 December 2020 [4]. 

 

The illegal killing of seals by salmon farms is well documented with gruesome photos disclosed 

via Freedom of Information disclosures, wildlife businesses and tourist operators.   

 

 
 

Bakkafrost’s Portree salmon farm has been in the news for all the wrong reasons – with ongoing 

legal action, rising costs and media reports over the last year of an ‘explosive’ and ‘toxic’ feed 

barge in The Daily Record, The Scotsman, The Times, BBC News, Press & Journal, The Mirror, 

Daily Star and The Independent following the sinking in November 2021.  The Portree salmon 

farm was restocked in March 2023 with salvage costs estimated at over £7 million.   

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/06/sunday-national-concerns-raised-over-killing-of-seal-at-fish-farm-.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-business-55664960
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-business-55664960
https://www.intrafish.com/aquaculture/seal-gangs-persistent-attacks-on-scottish-salmon-company-farm-spark-cries-for-more-deterrence-options/2-1-945032
https://www.intrafish.com/aquaculture/seal-gangs-persistent-attacks-on-scottish-salmon-company-farm-spark-cries-for-more-deterrence-options/2-1-945032
https://wjknox.co.uk/our-nets/fish-farming/
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_escapes_record.aspx?escape_id=241
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/12/killer-photos-sealed-with-a-kiss-of-death-by-salmon-farms-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/12/killer-photos-sealed-with-a-kiss-of-death-by-salmon-farms-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/01/scotland-on-sunday-locals-fuming-over-rotten-egg-stink-and-sealife-destroyed-as-toxic-wreck-remains-.html
https://www.intrafish.com/salmon/salmon-farming-giant-bakkafrost-still-locked-in-legal-fight-over-sunken-barge-that-emitted-explosive-gas/2-1-1402644
https://www.intrafish.com/salmon/salmon-farming-giant-bakkafrost-still-locked-in-legal-fight-over-sunken-barge-that-emitted-explosive-gas/2-1-1402644
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/12/bakkafrost-haemorrhages-almoney-salvage-of-toxic-explosive-feed-barge-costs-a-cool-million-odd-with-.html
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/toxic-salmon-farm-barge-dumped-28815636
https://www.scotsman.com/news/environment/wrecked-barge-holding-toxic-and-potentially-explosive-gases-is-beached-for-decontamination-operation-in-scenic-scottish-highland-bay-3961929
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/secret-plans-to-evacuate-island-homes-over-toxic-gas-0f0sc30wp
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cjl7kkr0r12o
https://www.pressandjournal.co.uk/fp/business/5037544/toxic-chemicals-from-skye-sunken-fish-farm-barge/
https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/toxic-barge-leaves-village-stinking-29106614
https://www.dailystar.co.uk/news/latest-news/sunken-toxic-barge-leaves-uk-29105525
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/isle-skye-barge-beached-portree-b2273667.html
https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/sites/default/files/2023-05/march_2023.pdf
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/bakkafrost-group-bakkafrost-scotland-feed-barge/bakkafrost-feed-barge-salvage-is-costing-more-than-7m/1492998
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/photo-exclusive-seals-executed-by-scottish-salmon.html


Earlier this month (17 July 2023), Bakkafrost issued a profit warning flagging up exceptional 

mortality in Scotland and “elevated mortality caused by viral diseases at some marine farming 

sites”.  Last year, Bakkfrost reported a 10,000 tonne black hole in Scotland due to mass 

mortalities and disease losses.   

 

Bakkafrost Scotland (known as The Scottish Salmon Company until June 2022) has an appalling 

history of welfare abuse.  In February 2021, supermarket chains Waitrose and the Co-op stopped 

sourcing Scottish salmon from Bakkafrost following shocking video footage of welfare abuse 

captured by Animal Equality published by The Times.   

 

A spokeswoman for Waitrose told The Scotsman in February 2021: “We're investigating this 

urgently and are conducting a physical audit at the site in the coming days, and have stopped 

supply from the site while we do.” A spokesperson for the Co-op said: “Fish welfare is a priority 

for Co-op and we only take salmon from approved suppliers who meet strict welfare standards. 

We do not tolerate unacceptable welfare practices for animals within our supply chain and in 

light of the seriousness of the allegations, supply has been suspended pending the outcome of an 

investigation.” 

 

In January 2023, Animal Equality published video footage of mass mortalities at Bakkafrost’s 

Meall Mhor salmon farm in Loch Fyne.  In November 2021, France 5 broadcast video footage 

shot inside Bakkafrost’s West Strome salmon farm in Loch Carron.   

 

 
 

In October 2021, STV News featured drone footage of mass mortalities at Bakkafrost’s salmon 

farms off the Isle of Gigha.  In June 2019, STV News broadcast video footage of welfare abuse 

at Bakkafrost’s Aird salmon farm in Loch Shieldaig.  In September 2018, the BBC ‘One Show’ 

featured gruesome video footage of lice-infested salmon suffering at Bakkafrost’s Vacasay 

salmon farm in Loch Roag on the Isle of Lewis. 

https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/bakkafrost-faroes-bakkafrost-group-bakkafrost-scotland/salmon-farmer-warns-of-reduced-407m-operating-profit-for-q2/1545802
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/bakkafrost-faroes-bakkafrost-group-bakkafrost-scotland/salmon-farmer-warns-of-reduced-407m-operating-profit-for-q2/1545802
https://www.intrafish.com/salmon/faroese-salmon-giant-bakkafrost-issues-profit-warning-amid-extraordinarily-low-harvest-volumes-exceptional-mortality-costs/2-1-1487137
https://www.intrafish.com/salmon/faroese-salmon-giant-bakkafrost-issues-profit-warning-amid-extraordinarily-low-harvest-volumes-exceptional-mortality-costs/2-1-1487137
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/11/bakkafrosts-nightmare-gets-worse-with-10000-tonne-black-hole-in-scotland-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/11/bakkafrosts-nightmare-gets-worse-with-10000-tonne-black-hole-in-scotland-.html
https://www.bakkafrost.com/en/about-us/news/the-scottish-salmon-company-eitur-nu-bakkafrost-scotland/
https://www.stornowaygazette.co.uk/business/waitrose-and-the-co-op-confirm-theyve-suspended-supplies-from-western-isles-salmon-supplier-scottish-salmon-company-3134170
https://www.stornowaygazette.co.uk/business/waitrose-and-the-co-op-confirm-theyve-suspended-supplies-from-western-isles-salmon-supplier-scottish-salmon-company-3134170
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/waitrose-salmon-supplier-scottish-salmon-company-let-fish-die-on-the-floor-9p30lw78w
https://www.scotsman.com/business/consumer/supermarkets-suspend-trading-with-salmon-farm-amid-investigation-3134495
https://animalequality.org.uk/news/millions-of-farmed-fish-die-before-slaughter-each-year/
https://animalequality.org.uk/news/millions-of-farmed-fish-die-before-slaughter-each-year/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/11/video-of-france-5s-the-truth-about-salmon-featuring-mowi-the-scottish-salmon-company-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/11/video-of-france-5s-the-truth-about-salmon-featuring-mowi-the-scottish-salmon-company-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/10/stv-news-thousands-of-rotting-salmon-stink-out-village-after-mass-death-at-farm-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/10/stv-news-thousands-of-rotting-salmon-stink-out-village-after-mass-death-at-farm-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/stv-news-on-scottish-salmon-welfare-nightmare-watch-online-now.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/stv-news-on-scottish-salmon-welfare-nightmare-watch-online-now.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AWFKwh1EZBU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AWFKwh1EZBU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AWFKwh1EZBU
https://vimeo.com/600133145


 

Video footage exposing welfare abuse and mass mortalities at Bakkafrost Scotland features on 

Netflix’s ‘Seaspiracy’ and the Kate Winslet-narrated ‘Eating Our Way to Extinction’.    

 

Investigators visited Bakkafrost’s Portree salmon farm again on 9 July 2023 with a drone and 

captured video footage of mortality removal and the Norwegian-registered Ronja Star operating 

a Hydrolicer machine to remove lice from the farmed salmon [attempts to film inside cages had 

to be aborted on 5/6 July due to bad weather]. 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.netflix.com/gb/title/81014008
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYNldGFnfcDE8ItayYf7izg
https://vimeo.com/844937105/73e358fa66
https://vimeo.com/844823967/388fb29a55


The Marine Traffic website shows the Ronja Star (registered in Norway) operating at Portree 

salmon farm on 9 July 2023:  

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.marinetraffic.com/en/ais/home/shipid:7230207/zoom:14
https://www.marinetraffic.com/en/ais/home/shipid:7230207/zoom:14
https://www.marinetraffic.com/en/ais/home/centerx:-6.079/centery:57.409/zoom:13


Here’s drone footage from 9 July 2023 showing the Ronja Star - “the largest well boat in 

Scottish aquaculture” - operating at Portree (Outer) salmon farm with other workboats including 

the Toohey II: 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/bakkafrost-scotland-ronja-star-solvtrans/scotland-salmon-farmer-welcomes-its-new-star/1454928
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/bakkafrost-scotland-ronja-star-solvtrans/scotland-salmon-farmer-welcomes-its-new-star/1454928
https://vimeo.com/844933825/73561156c2
https://vimeo.com/844924517/5b8bd5a9e5


Drone footage shot on 9 July 2023 clearly shows a mort sock – still containing the entrails of 

dead and diseased farmed salmon – washed in the sea next to Bakkafrost’s Toohey II workboat:  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

https://vimeo.com/844817990/e6fccc6dbe
https://vimeo.com/844817990/e6fccc6dbe
https://vimeo.com/844817990/e6fccc6dbe


Another drone video shot on 9 July 2023 shows the brail net being put back on the mort sock – 

still containing remnants of the carcasses of disease-ridden salmon – with potential spillage of 

the mort wastes into the sea and onto the deck of the boat (it is difficult to see exactly what 

happens to the morts but the brail net is seen falling between the cage and the Toohey II with the 

effluent water from the mort sock gushing everywhere): 

 

 
 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/844864017/82e432af5f
https://vimeo.com/844864017/82e432af5f


Bakkafrost’s practice of washing mort nets – still containing the disease-ridden carcasses of dead 

salmon – in the sea appears to be a blatant breach of biosecurity laws.  In April 2023, $camon 

$cotland reported on a warning sent to Bakkafrost following a biosecurity breach at West Strome 

salmon farm in Loch Carron. 

 

 
 

The biosecurity warning to Bakkafrost was triggered by video footage captured in September 

2021 by vegan activist Jamie Moyes:  

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/04/bakkafrost-officially-warned-over-biosecurity-breaches-in-loch-carron-thanks-to-filming-by-jamie-moy.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/04/bakkafrost-officially-warned-over-biosecurity-breaches-in-loch-carron-thanks-to-filming-by-jamie-moy.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/01/case-information-slipped-out-before-xmas-photos-etc-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/01/case-information-slipped-out-before-xmas-photos-etc-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/04/bakkafrost-officially-warned-over-biosecurity-breaches-in-loch-carron-thanks-to-filming-by-jamie-moy.html


An email from Charles Allan (group leader of the Scottish Government's Fish Health 

Inspectorate at Marine Laboratory in Aberdeen) in September 2021 to another Scottish 

Government official (name redacted) said: "This footage is worth reviewing, regarding security 

of the mort recovery operation - it does highlight that there may be some loss of biosecurity". 

 

The Scottish Government issued a warning letter to Bakkafrost in December 2021 regarding a 

breach of biosecurity at their West Strome salmon farm in Loch Carron in September 2021:  

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ssc-strome-breaches-of-biosecurity-email-dossier.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ssc-strome-breaches-of-biosecurity-email-dossier.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ssc-strome-warning-letter-breach-of-biosecurity-3-dec-2021.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ssc-strome-breaches-of-biosecurity-email-dossier.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ssc-strome-warning-letter-breach-of-biosecurity-3-dec-2021.pdf


Here's a copy of Bakkafrost's 'Removal and Movement of Fish Mortalities' document edited on 9 

March 2022 (areas highlighted in yellow focus on the biosecurity failings identified by Jamie 

Moyes at the West Strome salmon farm in September 2021): 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ssc-mort-removal-approval---202300340514---ws---mortality-removal-sop---2d.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/04/bakkafrost-officially-warned-over-biosecurity-breaches-in-loch-carron-thanks-to-filming-by-jamie-moy.html
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https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ssc-mort-removal-approval---202300340514---ws---mortality-removal-sop---2d.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ssc-mort-removal-approval---202300340514---ws---mortality-removal-sop---2d.pdf


 

It is clear from surveillance of Portree salmon farm on 9 July 2023 that biosecurity protocols and 

rules are still not being followed by Bakkafrost.  In addition to the brail net not fully being 

emptied into the mort bin and being washed in the sea next to the workboat, video footage shows 

that mort lids are not even placed on bins during transport let alone securely fastened.  Drone 

footage shows morts transported between cages by the Toohey II workboat operating at the 

Portree salmon farm on 9 July 2023 - the lid of the mort bin has not been put on with an open 

gap directly to the sea with no guard rails or doors blocking spillage: 

 

 
 

Moreover, at no point during the surveillance on 9 July 2023 was the use of Virkon disinfectant 

observed.  Nor was the full use of PPE – for example the wearing of hard hats – visible during 

the mortality removal and transport process (except for the use of blue gloves and rubber boots): 

https://vimeo.com/844823967/388fb29a55
https://vimeo.com/844823967/388fb29a55
https://www.seton.co.uk/head-to-toe-protection-with-ppe-poster.html#HSP02%20A2%20LAM
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/ssc-mort-removal-approval---202300340514---ws---mortality-removal-sop---2d.pdf
https://vimeo.com/844823967/388fb29a55


 
 

 

Other drone footage shows the mort lid still unsecured on the Toohey II: 

 

 
 

 

https://vimeo.com/844862163/3aa61daefb
https://vimeo.com/844823967/388fb29a55
https://vimeo.com/844862163/3aa61daefb


Drone footage clearly shows two Bakkafrost staff working with a heavy crane without hard hats: 

 

 
 

 

$camon $cotland is not an expert on health and safety guidelines/protocols but the practice of not 

wearing hard hats when operating heavy machinery does not appear to be safe or legal.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/844864017/82e432af5f
https://vimeo.com/844864017/82e432af5f
https://vimeo.com/844864017/82e432af5f


Bakkafrost is certainly not the only salmon farming company seen to flout biosecurity or health 

and safety rules.  In May 2023, $camon $cotland captured Norskott Havbruk (Scottish Sea 

Farms) washing mort bins in the sea and spilling morts on deck near an on-board Masterburn 

incinerator at Shuna Point salmon farm in Loch Linnhe (but at least the workers operating near a 

heavy crane were wearing hard hats). 

 

 
 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/05/video-exclusive-rspca-assured-scottish-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/05/video-exclusive-rspca-assured-scottish-salmon-.html
https://vimeo.com/831630382
https://vimeo.com/831630382


“It is painfully clear that salmon farming is a welfare and biosecurity nightmare,” concluded 

Staniford who is injuncted from going within 15 metres of over 40 salmon farms owned by 

Norwegian giant Mowi.  “Surveillance of salmon farms continues to capture endemic welfare 

abuse inside cages and blatant breaches of biosecurity.  It’s not surprising that the $almafia is 

desperately trying to keep a lid on the industry’s failings and wants to keep the public and 

regulators far away.  If inspectors persist in allowing this toxic industry to slip through the net 

then it is up to film-makers, journalists and activists to ground-truth what’s really going on.  The 

Go Pro camera and the drone never lie – unlike salmon farmers.”  

 

Contact: 

 

Don Staniford: 07771 541826 (salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com)  

 

Notes to Editors: 

 

[1]   $camon $cotland filed complaints on 17 July 2023 with the following agencies: 

 

Animal and Plant Health Agency  

Marine Scotland’s Fish Health Inspectorate (the Scottish Government) 

Police Scotland’s Wildlife Crime Unit 

Highland Council (Trading Standards) 

Health and Safety Executive 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/06/private-eye-on-mowis-slapp-in-the-face-of-public-accessinterest.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/06/private-eye-on-mowis-slapp-in-the-face-of-public-accessinterest.html
mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/complaints-vs-bakkafrost-portree-17-july-2023.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/complaints-vs-bakkafrost-portree-17-july-2023.pdf


From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Mon, Jul 17, 2023 at 7:33 AM 

Subject: Welfare Complaint vs Bakkafrost's Portree salmon farm 

To: SM-APHA-Enquiries APHA <enquiries@apha.gov.uk>, <APHA.Scotland@apha.gov.uk> 

 

Please find attached a complaint which details video evidence of welfare abuse by Bakkafrost at 

their Portree salmon farm off the Isle of Skye captured on 28 & 29 June.   

 

$camon $cotland is of the view that Bakkafrost has breached Section 19 (Unnecessary Suffering) 

and Section 24 (Ensuring Welfare of Animals) of the Animal Health and Welfare (Scotland) 

2006 Act.  Please judge for yourselves by watching the video footage and by conducting further 

filming inside the cages.  

 

In terms of Section 19 (Unnecessary Suffering), $camon $cotland maintains that Bakkafrost 

knew full well the predation risks at Portree in particular since the killing of 52,000 farmed 

salmon by seals in December 2020 yet have failed to either install effective anti-predator nets or 

maintain them properly.   

 

In terms of Section 24 (Ensuring Welfare of Animals), $camon $cotland maintains that 

Bakkafrost should have taken reasonable steps to protect farmed salmon from predation.   

 

Bakkafrost’s Portree salmon farm was restocked in March 2023 but it is not known if anti-

predator nets were installed or if any other seal deterrents were implemented.   In any case, it is 

painfully obvious that the welfare of the hundreds of thousands of Atlantic salmon caged off 

Portree is being compromised by Bakkafrost’s corporate negligence.   

 

Please provide a receipt for this welfare complaint. 

 

Thanks, 

 

Don Staniford 

 

Director, $camon $cotland  

 

 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/section/19
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/section/24
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/section/19
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-business-55664960
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-business-55664960
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/section/24
https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/sites/default/files/2023-05/march_2023.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/complaints-vs-bakkafrost-portree-17-july-2023.pdf


The same welfare complaint - FS-Case-532080320 – was filed with Highland Council’s Trading 

Stanards via on online form on 17 July 2023; and sent via email to Police Scotland’s Wildlife 

Crime Unit via SCDWildlifeCrime@scotland.pnn.police.uk 

 

The complaint was also forwarded to the RSPCA and RSPCA Assured with this covering email: 

 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Mon, Jul 17, 2023 at 10:33 AM 

Subject: Welfare Complaint vs RSPCA Assured Bakkafrost 

To: hello@rspcaassured.org.uk, executive@rspca.org.uk, emma.slawinski@rspca.org.uk 

 

Please find attached a welfare complaint vs RSPCA Assured Bakkafrost. 

 

The site in question is Portree. 

 

Is this particular site RSPCA Assured? 

 

How many of Bakkafrost's salmon farms are accredited via RSPCA Assured? 

 

Thanks, 

 

Don    

 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Mon, Jul 17, 2023 at 7:48 AM 

Subject: Complaint vs Bakkafrost's Portree salmon farm 

To: <MS.fishhealth@gov.scot> 

Cc: <directormarinescotland@gov.scot>, <Charles.Allan@gov.scot>, <Neil.Purvis@gov.scot> 

 

Please find attached a complaint detailing video evidence of welfare, biosecurity and health and 

safety breaches by Bakkafrost at their Portree salmon farm off the Isle of Skye captured on 28 & 

29 June and 9 July 2023.   

 

Please provide a receipt for this complaint. 

 

Thanks, 

 

Don Staniford 

 

Director, $camon $cotland  

 

RSPCA Assured replied: 

 

From: Artwork RSPCA-Assured <artwork@rspcaassured.org.uk> 

Date: Mon, Jul 17, 2023 at 10:36 AM 

Subject: Re: Welfare Complaint vs RSPCA Assured Bakkafrost 

https://www.highland.gov.uk/info/1211/animal_welfare_and_pest_control/65/animal_health_and_welfare
mailto:SCDWildlifeCrime@scotland.pnn.police.uk
mailto:hello@rspcaassured.org.uk
mailto:executive@rspca.org.uk
mailto:emma.slawinski@rspca.org.uk
mailto:artwork@rspcaassured.org.uk


To: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Cc: Hello <hello@rspcaassured.org.uk>, <executive@rspca.org.uk>, 

<emma.slawinski@rspca.org.uk> 

 

Dear Mr Staniford,  

 

Thank you for your email. I have forwarded this to the relevant people to investigate. 

 

Kind regards,  

 

Xenia 

 

 
 

 

The complaint was also sent to the Health & Safety Executive: 

 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Mon, Jul 17, 2023 at 8:57 AM 

Subject: Complaint vs Bakkafrost's Portree salmon farm 

To: <penny.falconer@hse.gov.uk> 

 

Please find attached video evidence of health and safety breaches by Bakkafrost at their Portree 

salmon farm off the Isle of Skye captured on 9 July 2023.   

 

Please provide a receipt for this complaint. 

 

One question for the HSE: is there a law/guideline/rule/code of practice re.  wearing hard hats on 

boats when operating cranes to collect and transport mortalities? 

 

If so, could you please provide copies of the relevant documentation.   

 

In addition to the attached video footage showing the non-use of hard hats at Bakkafrost's Portree 

salmon farm, $camon $cotland has other video footage from other companies and sites which we 

can make available to the HSE. 

 

Thanks, 

mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
mailto:hello@rspcaassured.org.uk
mailto:executive@rspca.org.uk
mailto:emma.slawinski@rspca.org.uk


Don Staniford 

 

Director, $camon $cotland  

 

 
 

From: HSE No Reply Accounts <Noreply.accounts@hse.gov.uk> 

Date: Mon, Jul 17, 2023 at 11:51 AM 

Subject: Health and safety issue received - [Email ID – for HSE use only] CRM:013440549 

To: salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com 

 

 
 

 

The HSE replied on 19 July 2023: 

mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/complaints-vs-bakkafrost-portree-17-july-2023.pdf


From: noreplyconcerns <noreplyconcerns@hse.gov.uk> 

Date: Wed, 19 Jul 2023, 13:56 

Subject: Concerns raised to The Health and Safety Executive 

To: salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

 

Dear Don Staniford 

  

HEALTH AND SAFETY AT WORK ETC ACT 1974 

WORKPLACE CONCERN 

  

You recently contacted the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) with concerns regarding 

operatives working on a fishing boat not wearing hard hats. The law requires Personal Protective 

Equipment (PPE) to be worn where those running the business decide it would help to prevent an 

injury.  Thank you for bringing your concerns to HSE’s attention but it is not clear from the 

information you have if there is serious risk of harm caused by PPE not being worn and, on this 

occasion, we will not take this further. With regard to animal welfare this is not a matter within 

HSE’s jurisdiction. 

  

Thank you for contacting HSE. 

  

Please note this is a no reply email account and any reply will not be received by HSE. 

  

Yours sincerely 

  

Customer Services 

Operational Services Division 

Health & Safety Executive, Redgrave Court, Merton Road, Bootle, L20 7HS 
 

 
 

 

As of 30 July 2023 there have been no formal replies from APHA, Marine Scotland or Highland 

Council – here are receipts/holding replies: 

 

mailto:noreplyconcerns@hse.gov.uk
mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com


From: SM-APHA-ScotlandDutyVet <ScotlandDutyVet@apha.gov.uk> 

Date: Mon, Jul 17, 2023 at 10:27 AM 

Subject: RE: Welfare Complaint vs Bakkafrost's Portree salmon farm 

To: salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

 

Good morning Don, 

  

Thank you for your email. I confirm that we have received it and will action as required. Thanks.  

  

Duty vet  

 

 

From: <MS.FishHealth@gov.scot> 

Date: Mon, Jul 17, 2023 at 10:06 AM 

Subject: RE: Complaint vs Bakkafrost's Portree salmon farm 

To: <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Cc: <MS.FishHealth@gov.scot> 

 

Dear Don,  

  

Thank you for your email and can confirm that your email has been received.  

 

We will respond in due course.  

  

Kind regards,  

Duty Inspector 

  

Duty Inspector, Fish Health Inspectorate, Marine Directorate 

Scottish Government, Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, Ab11 9DB 

T: 0131 244 2500 

E: ms.fishhealth@gov.scot 

 

 
 

 

mailto:ms.fishhealth@gov.scot


From: The Highland Council <donotreply@highland.gov.uk> 

Date: Mon, Jul 17, 2023 at 7:45 AM 

Subject: Environmental health concern 

To: <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

 

Case reference: FS-Case-532080320 

 
Thank you for contacting The Highland Council.  

 

Your Environmental health concern form has now been submitted. 

 

Next steps 

Your case will be handled within 10 working days. Quote the Case Reference Number if you 

need to contact us. 

 
Do not reply to this email, it was sent by an unmonitored mailbox. 

 

 

[2]   The ‘RSPCA Welfare Standards for Farmed Atlantic Salmon’ (February 2021) include: 

 

https://science.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/RSPCA+welfare+standards+for+farmed+Atlantic+salmon+%28PDF%29.pdf/60ae55ee-7e92-78f9-ab71-ffb08c846caa?t=1618493958793
https://science.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/RSPCA+welfare+standards+for+farmed+Atlantic+salmon+(PDF).pdf/60ae55ee-7e92-78f9-ab71-ffb08c846caa?t=1618493958793


 
 

 

 

https://science.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/RSPCA+welfare+standards+for+farmed+Atlantic+salmon+(PDF).pdf/60ae55ee-7e92-78f9-ab71-ffb08c846caa?t=1618493958793
https://science.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/RSPCA+welfare+standards+for+farmed+Atlantic+salmon+(PDF).pdf/60ae55ee-7e92-78f9-ab71-ffb08c846caa?t=1618493958793


 
 

 
 

https://science.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/RSPCA+welfare+standards+for+farmed+Atlantic+salmon+(PDF).pdf/60ae55ee-7e92-78f9-ab71-ffb08c846caa?t=1618493958793
https://science.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/RSPCA+welfare+standards+for+farmed+Atlantic+salmon+(PDF).pdf/60ae55ee-7e92-78f9-ab71-ffb08c846caa?t=1618493958793


Here’s a copy of the RSPCA’s seal-killing form: 

 

  

 
 

https://science.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/RSPCA+welfare+standards+for+farmed+Atlantic+salmon+%28PDF%29.pdf/60ae55ee-7e92-78f9-ab71-ffb08c846caa?t=1618493958793
https://science.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/RSPCA+welfare+standards+for+farmed+Atlantic+salmon+(PDF).pdf/60ae55ee-7e92-78f9-ab71-ffb08c846caa?t=1618493958793
https://science.rspca.org.uk/documents/1494935/9042554/RSPCA+welfare+standards+for+farmed+Atlantic+salmon+(PDF).pdf/60ae55ee-7e92-78f9-ab71-ffb08c846caa?t=1618493958793


Read more via: 

Open Letter to the RSPCA & ASC - please stop certifying Scottish salmon as "responsibly 

farmed"! 

Named & Shamed: The Most Deadly Salmon Farms in Scotland (as greenwashed as 

"responsible" via RSPCA Assured & the ASC)! 

Video Exclusive: Secret Filming Exposes Horrific Welfare Abuse Inside RSPCA Assured 

Scottish Salmon Farms 

Rest Assured - the RSPCA has been captured, co-opted & corrupted by the Salmafia 

Press Release: "Secret Filming Exposes Welfare Abuse at RSPCA Assured Mowi - Campaigners 

call for Mowi to be fined & RSPCA certification rescinded" 

RSPCA Sponsored Welfare Abuse of Salmon Farms - A Guide to Getting Away with Mass 

Murder (Theriocide)! 

Secret Filming Exposes RSPCA ‘Abused’ Scottish Salmon - Welfare Complaint Filed Against 

M&S Supplier Scottish Sea Farms 

RSPCA Sponsored Seal Killing Continues Despite US Ban? 

RSPCA in firing line over Marine Harvest's seal-killing spree in Scotland - 118 seals killed by 

Marine Harvest's RSPCA Assured farms since 2011  

Closing the Net On 'Seal-Friendly' Scottish Salmon - last orders on the RSPCA's abuse of 'last 

resort' killing of seals?  

RSPCA Assured Seal Killers!  

 

[3]  Fish Farming Expert reported in January 2021: 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/10/open-letter-to-the-rspca-asc-please-stop-certifying-scottish-salmon-as-responsibly-farmed-.html
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https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/10/named-shamed-the-most-deadly-salmon-farms-in-scotland-as-greenwashed-as-responsible-via-rspca-assure.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/07/video-exclusive-secret-filming-exposes-horrific-welfare-abuse-inside-rspca-assured-scottish-salmon-f.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/07/video-exclusive-secret-filming-exposes-horrific-welfare-abuse-inside-rspca-assured-scottish-salmon-f.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/rspca-compromised-by-cash-industry-bias.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/press-release-secret-filming-exposes-welfare-abuse-at-rspca-assured-mowi-campaigners-call-for-mowi-t.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/press-release-secret-filming-exposes-welfare-abuse-at-rspca-assured-mowi-campaigners-call-for-mowi-t.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/05/rspca-sponsored-welfare-abuse-of-salmon-farms-a-guide-to-getting-away-with-murder.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/05/rspca-sponsored-welfare-abuse-of-salmon-farms-a-guide-to-getting-away-with-murder.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/05/secret-filming-exposes-rspca-abused-scottish-salmontry.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/05/secret-filming-exposes-rspca-abused-scottish-salmontry.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/05/rspca-sponsored-seal-killing-continues-despite-us-ban.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/11/press-release-rspca-in-firing-line-over-marine-harvests-seal-killing-spree-in-scotland-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/11/press-release-rspca-in-firing-line-over-marine-harvests-seal-killing-spree-in-scotland-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2015/12/press-release-closing-the-net-on-seal-friendly-scottish-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2015/12/press-release-closing-the-net-on-seal-friendly-scottish-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2015/11/rspca-assured-seal-killers-.html
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/portree-seal-attack-skye/seal-attack-causes-escape-of-52000-salmon-off-skye/1363455
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/portree-seal-attack-skye/seal-attack-causes-escape-of-52000-salmon-off-skye/1363455


 
 

Intrafish reported in January 2021: 

 

 

https://www.intrafish.com/aquaculture/seal-gangs-persistent-attacks-on-scottish-salmon-company-farm-spark-cries-for-more-deterrence-options/2-1-945032
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/portree-seal-attack-skye/seal-attack-causes-escape-of-52000-salmon-off-skye/1363455
https://www.intrafish.com/aquaculture/seal-gangs-persistent-attacks-on-scottish-salmon-company-farm-spark-cries-for-more-deterrence-options/2-1-945032


 
 

 

BBC News reported in January 2021: 

 

 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-business-55664960
https://www.intrafish.com/aquaculture/seal-gangs-persistent-attacks-on-scottish-salmon-company-farm-spark-cries-for-more-deterrence-options/2-1-945032
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-business-55664960


 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-business-55664960


 
 

Read more via: 

Seals Blamed as Scapegoats by Bloodthirsty Scottish Salmon! 

Sunday National/The Ferret: "Concerns raised over killing of seal at fish farm"  

Damning Post Mortem Report Exposes Illegal Killing of Seal by M&S supplier 

Letter to Police Scotland re. illegal seal killing by Scottish Sea Farms - please prosecute!  

"Loose Bullet Casing" found at Mowi salmon farm - the £10,000 smoking gun to prosecute for 

illegal killing of seals?  

Killer Photos - Sealed with a Kiss of Death from Scottish Salmon!   

The Ferret: "Police investigate allegation seal was illegally shot by fish farm" 

RSPCA Sponsored Seal Killing Continues Despite US Ban? 

Herald On Sunday: "Scottish M&S supplier blames seals for salmon wounds as RSPCA Assured 

status is suspended" 

Photo Exclusive: Seals 'Executed' by Scottish Salmon 

The Ferret: "Salmon companies rapped for breaking rules on shooting seals" 

Greedy Salmon Farmers Demand £13 Million Compensation for Seal Attacks! 

Victory Sealed After 50-Year Campaign - But the Battle to Save Marine Mammals from Salmon 

Farms Continues! 

The Guardian: "Scottish salmon farmers to be banned from shooting seals" 

Photo Gallery: Seals Against Salmon Farms!  

Seal shooting at salmon farms doubles before ban 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/seals-blamed-as-scapegoats-by-bloodthirsty-salmon-farmers-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/06/sunday-national-concerns-raised-over-killing-of-seal-at-fish-farm-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/06/foi-on-seals-by-sg-19-may-2023.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/06/letter-to-police-scotland-re-illegal-seal-killing-by-scottish-sea-farms-please-prosecute-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/12/illegal-seal-killed-by-mowi-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/12/illegal-seal-killed-by-mowi-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2022/12/killer-photos-sealed-with-a-kiss-of-death-by-salmon-farms-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/06/the-ferret-police-investigate-allegation-seal-was-illegally-shot-by-fish-farm-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/05/rspca-sponsored-seal-killing-continues-despite-us-ban.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/05/herald-on-sunday-scottish-ms-supplier-blames-seals-for-salmon-wounds-as-rspca-assured-status-is-susp.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/05/herald-on-sunday-scottish-ms-supplier-blames-seals-for-salmon-wounds-as-rspca-assured-status-is-susp.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/photo-exclusive-seals-executed-by-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/02/the-ferret-salmon-companies-rapped-for-breaking-rules-on-shooting-seals.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/02/greedy-salmon-farmers-demand-13-million-compensation-for-seal-attacks.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/foi-seals-victory-against-lethal-scottish-salmon-farming.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/foi-seals-victory-against-lethal-scottish-salmon-farming.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/the-guardian-scottish-salmon-farmers-to-be-banned-from-shooting-seals.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/photo-gallery-seals-against-salmon-farms-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/06/seal-shooting-at-fish-farms-doubles-before-ban.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-business-55664960


[4] 

 

The Scottish Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate reported that seals at Portree salmon farm 

killed 17,239 and 19,640 fish in two ‘Mortality Events’ in December 2020 and January 2021: 

 

 
 

 

The Scottish Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate reported in January 2021 via Additional 

cases 20210004-2021005:  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/january-2021/additional-cases-20210004-2021005/additional-cases-20210004-2021005/govscot%3Adocument/Additional%2Bcases%2B20210004-20210005.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/january-2021/additional-cases-20210004-2021005/additional-cases-20210004-2021005/govscot%3Adocument/Additional%2Bcases%2B20210004-20210005.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/january-2021/additional-cases-20210004-2021005/additional-cases-20210004-2021005/govscot:document/Addi
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/january-2021/additional-cases-20210004-2021005/additional-cases-20210004-2021005/govscot:document/Addi
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/january-2021/additional-cases-20210004-2021005/additional-cases-20210004-2021005/govscot:document/Addi


 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/january-2021/additional-cases-20210004-2021005/additional-cases-20210004-2021005/govscot:document/Addi
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/january-2021/additional-cases-20210004-2021005/additional-cases-20210004-2021005/govscot:document/Addi
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/january-2021/additional-cases-20210004-2021005/additional-cases-20210004-2021005/govscot:document/Addi
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/january-2021/additional-cases-20210004-2021005/additional-cases-20210004-2021005/govscot:document/Addi
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/january-2021/additional-cases-20210004-2021005/additional-cases-20210004-2021005/govscot:document/Addi


 
 

 
 

 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/january-2021/additional-cases-20210004-2021005/additional-cases-20210004-2021005/govscot:document/Addi
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/january-2021/additional-cases-20210004-2021005/additional-cases-20210004-2021005/govscot:document/Addi


 
 

 

 

Here’s the official report of an escape of 62,828 farmed salmon from Bakkafrost’s Portree 

salmon farm on 31 December 2020: 

 

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_escapes_record.aspx?escape_id=241
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_escapes_record.aspx?escape_id=241
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/january-2021/additional-cases-20210004-2021005/additional-cases-20210004-2021005/govscot:document/Addi


 
 

 

The Scottish Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate reported in October 2021 via Case 

20210383:   

 

 
 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/october-2021/cases-20210383-20210389/cases-20210383-20210389/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20210383-20210389.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/october-2021/cases-20210383-20210389/cases-20210383-20210389/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20210383-20210389.pdf
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_escapes_record.aspx?escape_id=241
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/october-2021/cases-20210383-20210389/cases-20210383-20210389/govscot:document/Cases+20210383-2021038


 
 

 
 

 

 
 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/october-2021/cases-20210383-20210389/cases-20210383-20210389/govscot:document/Cases+20210383-2021038
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/october-2021/cases-20210383-20210389/cases-20210383-20210389/govscot:document/Cases+20210383-2021038
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/october-2021/cases-20210383-20210389/cases-20210383-20210389/govscot:document/Cases+20210383-2021038


 
 

 

The salmon farming industry has claimed that Seal Pro nets keep seals out of cages: 

 

 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/october-2021/cases-20210383-20210389/cases-20210383-20210389/govscot:document/Cases+20210383-2021038
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nJqL4_HyE-U&t=36s


Fish Farming Expert reported in July 2019: 

 

  

 

https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/scottish-sea-farms-seal-pro-nets-seal-shootings/rigid-netting-helps-scottish-sea-farms-cut-seal-shootings/1314151
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/scottish-sea-farms-seal-pro-nets-seal-shootings/rigid-netting-helps-scottish-sea-farms-cut-seal-shootings/1314151
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/scottish-sea-farms-seal-pro-nets-seal-shootings/rigid-netting-helps-scottish-sea-farms-cut-seal-shootings/1314151


Scottish Sea Farms (Norskott Havbruk) report on their website: 

 

 
 

 

$camon $cotland reported in June 2023 on how salmon farms were failing to protect their stock 

from seals – with the illegal killing of seals still a problem.  Information on seals caught inside 

salmon farms was published on 2 June 2023 via the Scottish Government’s Fish Health 

Inspectorate - including: 

 

“Seals riding waves over the hand rail to gain access” (Swining Voe, Scottish Sea Farms: May 

2023) 

 

“Mortality reported is thought to be caused from a combination of seal predation and treatment 

loss from a recent mechanical treatment” (Quanterness, Cooke: January 2023) 

https://scottishseafarms.com/news/protective-netting-reducing-last-resort-seal-culls/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2023/06/foi-on-seals-by-sg-19-may-2023.html
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://scottishseafarms.com/news/protective-netting-reducing-last-resort-seal-culls/


 

“Primarily seal attacks (physical damage), some AGD/gill health related (secondary to stress 

from seals).  Notification of mortality following observation of seal in pens.  Bad weather 

suspected as reason for seal to enter pens through security panel above the water line due to 

abrasion of net on pen structure.  Diver and ROV checks followed with no hole being discovered 

below surface” (Invertote, Organic Sea Harvest: January 2023) 

 

“Post treatment moribunds are being targeted by seals” (Groatay, Mowi: July 2022) 

 

“Seals seem to be targeting fish affected by gill issues” (Grey Horse Channel, Mowi: June 2022) 

 

“Seal predation has increased and CMS confirmed on site” (Bight of Foraness, Scottish Sea 

Farms: May 2022) 

 

“The majority of the mortality has been attributed to predation and presence of AGD.  Site is in 

the process of changing nets to HDPE nets to try and reduce seal damage” (Grey Horse Channel, 

Mowi: May 2022) 

 

“Heavy Seal predation.  In process of changing over all nets to Seal Pro nets” (Etive 4, 

Dawnfresh: April 2022) 

 

“Heavy seal predation and the worst affected pens are those with dyneema nets. All mortality 

removed had seal damage.  The site is still in the process of moving over to seal pro nets” (Etive 

4, Dawnfresh: March 2022) 

 

“Heavy Seal predation still ongoing.  Plans in place to replace all dyneema nets with seal pro 

nets by the end of April.  Seal mortality ongoing” (Etive 4, Dawnfresh: February 2022) 

 

“Site too tidal for predator nets.  Cormorant and seal predation on site previous week” (North 

Voe, Grieg Seafood: January 2022) 

 

“Seal presence around the site is elevated at this time of year. Site is implementing daily 

mortality removal and ensuring nets are well tensioned to deter seals.  SealPro nets are also 

deployed on site” (Vuia Mor, The Scottish Salmon Company: January 2022) 

 

 

Previous ‘Mortality Event Reports’ - published online by the Scottish Government’s Fish Health 

Inspectorate – included the following cases: 

 

“Contacted company biologist, increase in seal activity around the site, causing some stress. 

Sgeir Dughall has had seal pro nets installed and the ADD has been adjusted this has caused the 

seals to migrate to Aird” (Aird, The Scottish Salmon Company: April 2021) 

 

“Kyles Vuia has SealPro nets on site, and so far they are working well. The seals are not 

accessing the fish, but they are present around the site and were spooking them, causing them to 

injure themselves.  This has reduced in the last week or so, hopefully the seals are realizing they 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/


cannot get to the fish and are starting to clear off.  The site, of course, has ADD’s and nets are 

tensioned” (Kyles Vuia, The Scottish Salmon Company: February 2021) 

 

“SealPro nets deployed, mortality occurring from seals spooking fish.  DI got in touch with site 

contact to ascertain what measures will be put in pace to reduce the chance of predator damage 

in the future” (Vuia Mor, The Scottish Salmon Company: February 2021) 

 

“Seals spooking fish, fish burrowing/rubbing against nets” (Vuia Mor, The Scottish Salmon 

Company: January 2021) 

 

“Fish being transferred into SealPro nets, and some biomass moved off site” (Portree, The 

Scottish Salmon Company: January 2021) 

 

“6977 fish morts attributed to seal predation.  Have seal pro nets on site but not allowed to use 

ADDs or predator nets due to conservation status of area.  4 seals have been dispatched the last 

one on 16th April.  Since then weekly morts have dropped; 16/3 0.37%, 22/3 0.32%, 13/4 0.38%: 

last week reported 0.3% mortality for week.  489 were attributed to seal predation but it is hoped 

this is mainly historic damage” (Wyre, Scottish Sea Farms: April 2020) 

 

“Seal pressure from Kyles of Vuia has shifted to East Loch Roag now that Kyles of Vuia has seal 

pro nets installed.  Plan to install seal pro nets at Taranaish, (5 month waiting time) and in the 

meantime ADD's are being adjusted constantly, site staff are focusing on mortality removal, and 

problem seals are being identified for culling” (Taranaish, The Scottish Salmon Company: April 

2020) 

 

“Predation due to seals.  New ADDs set up on site” (Vuia Mor, The Scottish Salmon Company: 

July 2019) 

 

“Seal damage: Light were turned off as thought on this occasion that it was attracting seals” 

(Loura Voe, Scottish Sea Farms: February 2017) 

 

“Seal damage. Last 4 weeks total morts 12678, 12288 attributed to seals.  Add's are in place at 

the site and seal pro nets are being rolled out across the site.  Reported as more than 4%” (Loura 

Voe, Scottish Sea Farms: April 2015) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APPENDIX: UNEDITED VIDEO FOOTAGE 

 

28 June 2023 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

https://vimeo.com/845236246/8115c2ffe6
https://vimeo.com/845241081/364691beb4


 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/845249175/e5487eb4ba
https://vimeo.com/845252976/5b1b2689fa


29 June 2023: 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/845254693/508e9cebb7
https://vimeo.com/845263090/00b7a75d85


 
 

 

 

 
 

https://vimeo.com/845272844/7a311d1ede
https://vimeo.com/845376239/c7251c6b00

