Scottish Salmon Watch, 5 September 2018

Shine the Spotlight on Scottish Salmon
- Video & Photographic Evidence Opens Can of Worms

As the Scottish Parliament meets in private to discuss salmon farming, campaigners are
calling on the authorities to step up surveillance and scrutiny on Scottish salmon farms.
Shocking video and photographic evidence obtained via secret filming and Freedom of
Information requests has revealed widespread welfare abuse including lice-infestation,

infectious diseases and deformities on salmon farms across Scotland.
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Watch via Secret Filming Inside Scottish Salmon Farms - Diseased & Deformed Farmed
Salmon (& Lice-Infested ‘Cleaner Fish’)

Watch secret video footage from The Scottish Salmon Company's farm at VVacasay in Loch
Roag via Unhealthy salmon on a Scottish fish farm.

Unhealthy salmon at Scottish fish farm

Read more via Sick salmon at Scottish fish farm revealed on film

Scottish Salmon Watch today called on the Scottish Parliament, the Scottish Government, the
Scottish Environment Protection Agency, the Animal & Plant Health Agency and Police


https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/welfare
https://vimeo.com/288054862
https://theferret.scot/pictures-diseases-farmed-fish/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2kYflFqw_rU
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/08/revealed-legal-threats-to-prevent-publication-of-damning-photographs-.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/08/revealed-legal-threats-to-prevent-publication-of-damning-photographs-.html
https://vimeo.com/288054862
https://vimeo.com/288054862
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2kYflFqw_rU
https://theferret.scot/sick-salmon-scottish-fish-farm-film/
https://vimeo.com/288054862
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2kYflFqw_rU

Scotland's Wildlife Crime Unit to step up surveillance including monitoring and sampling at
every active salmon farm in Scotland as a matter of urgency.

Ironically, the Scottish Parliament's Rural Economy & Connectivity Committee is meeting
today in private to discuss a draft report into salmon farming in Scotland which is expected to
be published "in early autumn". In March, the Environment, Climate Change & Land
Reform Committee published a damning report on salmon farming warning of "irrecoverable

damage".

"The shocking video and photographic evidence demands further investigation and urgent
action to stop welfare abuse on Scottish salmon farms,"” said Don Staniford, Director of
Scottish Salmon Watch. "Salmon farming cannot be allowed to evade public scrutiny and
carry on killing both wild and farmed fish. There must be 24-hour video surveillance of sites
in the second year of production when disease, lice infestation and welfare problems are at
their worst. If the industry has nothing to hide then why don't salmon farms install web-cams
inside the cages so the public can judge the health of Scottish salmon with their own eyes?
With the RSPCA being paid perhaps £1 million per year by salmon farmers and the SSPCA
severely compromised, the relevant authorities must intervene immediately to ensure that the
Animal Health & Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006 is being upheld."

Don Staniford Tweeted (4 September 2018):

‘~_: Don Staniford

= @TheGAAIA
| have utmost confidence that the new chair
of SSPCA - the head vet at Scottish Sea Farms
bit.ly/2yLNOZI - will thoroughly investigate
claims of welfare abuse on Scottish salmon
farms (including Scottish Sea Farms) bit.ly
/2MMEUg3 Said no-one ever @scotseafarms
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Sick salmon at Scottish fish farm revealed on film

Scarred, frayed and lice-infested salmon caught on film at a fish farm off the island
of Lewis have prompted an animal cruelty investigation.

8:11 PM - 4 Sep 2018


http://www.parliament.scot/S5_Rural/Meeting%20Papers/20180905_REC_Committee_-_Public_Papers.pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/S5_Rural/Meeting%20Papers/20180905_REC_Committee_-_Public_Papers.pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/107585.aspx
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/salmon-inquiry-report-expected-in-early-autumn/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/salmon-inquiry-report-expected-in-early-autumn/
http://www.parliament.scot/S5_Environment/Inquiries/20180305_GD_to_Rec_salmon_farming.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-43284781
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-43284781
https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/about-us
https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/about-us
https://www.salmon-trout.org/2017/07/04/new-report-estimates-that-scottish-salmon-farming-mortalities-are-now-running-at-20-million-fish-a-year-despite-23rds-of-the-industry-being-certified-as-rspca-assured/
https://www.scottishseafarms.com/news/2018/june/fish-vet-appointed-chairperson-of-scotland-s-animal-welfare-charity/
https://www.scottishseafarms.com/news/2018/june/fish-vet-appointed-chairperson-of-scotland-s-animal-welfare-charity/
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/07/legal-complaint-vs-breaches-of-animal-health-welfare-scotland-act-.html
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1037055668723875842
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1037055668723875842

Earlier this week, Salmon & Trout Conservation Scotland published underwater video and
photos showing graphic evidence of wild salmon covered in parasites. Watch online via
"Wild salmon infested with lice in Scottish river".

Wild salmon infested with lice in Scottish River

Read more via "Wild Adult Salmon Run Decimated By Sea Lice"

The shocking footage was followed up via:

Daily Mail: "Suffering Salmon: Watchdog investigates farm over claims that more than
300,000 fish are infested with lice"

Torment: A fish

riddled with
sea licefilmed
by CaFfin Smith

BBC News: "Campaigners claim fish farms are to blame for wild salmon deaths"
BBC News: "Footage shows 'lice-infected wild salmon"



https://www.salmon-trout.org/2018/09/03/wild-adult-salmon-run-decimated-by-sea-lice/
https://www.salmon-trout.org/2018/09/03/wild-adult-salmon-run-decimated-by-sea-lice/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dlao8SFC3mY
https://www.salmon-trout.org/2018/09/03/wild-adult-salmon-run-decimated-by-sea-lice/
https://www.pressreader.com/uk/daily-mail/20180905/282080572717081
https://www.pressreader.com/uk/daily-mail/20180905/282080572717081
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-highlands-islands-45407289
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-scotland-45414131/footage-shows-lice-infected-wild-salmon
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dlao8SFC3mY
https://www.pressreader.com/uk/daily-mail/20180905/282080572717081

Daily Mail: "Salmon returned to river on Scottish island are infested with sea lice from local
fish farms, claim campaigners"

The Herald: "Shocking images show parasite infested salmon as row over farming continues"
The National: "Scottish wild salmon ‘under threat’ over killer sea lice ‘plague’”

Sunday Post: "WATCH: “Shocking” footage shows diseased and damaged fish on Scottish
salmon farm"

Press & Journal: "VIDEOQO: Concerns raised over sea lice effects on wild salmon™

This week, Scottish Salmon Watch released stomach-churning video footage shot on 1
September 2018 showing maggot-infested farmed salmon in a mort bin at Scottish Sea Farms'
site at Tanera in the Summer Isles and footage revealing morts stinking out The Scottish

Salmon Company's site at Strondoir Bay in Loch Fyne (further video footage shot inside the
cages will be published soon).
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In August, The Ferret revealed that the Scottish Salmon Company and Scottish Sea Farms
deployed lawyers in a bid to prevent Scottish ministers from releasing the photos of diseased
and lice-infested farmed salmon under Freedom of Information law.

Read more via:

Scottish Salmon Watch: "Secret Filming Reveals Shocking Images of Unhealthy Scottish
Salmon"

REVEALED: Photos Shot Inside Scottish Salmon Farms

The Ferret: "Salmon firms bid to block diseased fish photos"

REVEALED: Legal Threats to Prevent Publication of Damning Photographs

Hard Evidence: Photos of Diseased & Deformed Scottish Salmon (August 2018)

Legal Complaint Vs Breaches of Animal Health & Welfare (Scotland) Act

Horror photos of farmed salmon spark legal threat

EXPOSED: Gruesome Photos of Deformed & Diseased Scottish Salmon

Hard Evidence - Photos of Diseased & Deformed Scottish Salmon (June 2018)
Hard-Evidence: Fast-Tracking Disease-Ridden Scottish Salmon

Hard Evidence: Dossier of Data on Lice, Diseases & Mortalities at Scottish Salmon Farms



http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-6131287/Salmon-returned-river-Scottish-island-infested-sea-lice-local-fish-farms.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-6131287/Salmon-returned-river-Scottish-island-infested-sea-lice-local-fish-farms.html
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/16685461.shocking-images-show-parasite-infested-salmon-as-row-over-farming-continues/
http://www.thenational.scot/news/16685832.scottish-wild-salmon-under-threat-over-killer-sea-lice-plague/
https://www.sundaypost.com/fp/shocking-footage-shows-diseased-and-damaged-fish-on-scottish-salmon-farm/
https://www.sundaypost.com/fp/shocking-footage-shows-diseased-and-damaged-fish-on-scottish-salmon-farm/
https://www.pressandjournal.co.uk/fp/news/islands/western-isles/1555095/concerns-raised-over-sea-lice-effects-on-wild-salmon/
https://vimeo.com/288063168
https://vimeo.com/288066761
https://vimeo.com/donstaniford
https://theferret.scot/salmon-firms-diseased-fish-photos/
https://www.scottishsalmon.com/
https://www.scottishseafarms.com/
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/09/press-release-secret-filming-reveals-shocking-images-of-unhealthy-scottish-salmon.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/09/press-release-secret-filming-reveals-shocking-images-of-unhealthy-scottish-salmon.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/09/revealed-photos-shot-inside-scottish-salmon-farms.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/08/ferret-salmon-firms-bid-to-block-diseased-fish-photos-.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/08/revealed-legal-threats-to-prevent-publication-of-damning-photographs-.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/hard-evidence---photos-of-diseased-deformed-scottish-salmon-august-2018.pdf
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/07/legal-complaint-vs-breaches-of-animal-health-welfare-scotland-act-.html
https://theferret.scot/pictures-diseases-farmed-fish/?utm_source=push
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/06/exposed-gruesome-photos-of-deformed-diseased-scottish-salmon.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/hard-evidence---photos-of-diseased-deformed-scottish-salmon-june-2018.pdf
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/fast-tracked-scottish-salmon-may-2018.pdf
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/03/hard-evidence-dossier-of-data-on-lice-diseases-mortalities-at-scottish-salmon-farms.html
https://vimeo.com/288063168
https://vimeo.com/288066761

Scottish Salmon’s Diary of Disaster:

September 2018 - The Rural Economy & Connectivity Committee is expected to publish a
report as part of the Scottish Parliament's inquiry into salmon farming in Scotland.

September 2018 - Scottish Salmon Watch publishes secret filming footage shot at three
salmon farms showing deformities, lice-infestation of both farmed salmon and 'cleaner fish'
and wild fish living inside salmon cages.

September 2018 - The Ferret publishes scarred, frayed and lice-infested salmon caught on
film at a salmon farm in Loch Roag prompting animal cruelty investigations.

September 2018 - Salmon & Trout Conservation Scotland show graphic video evidence of
wild salmon "smothered with many hundreds of sea lice" near salmon farms on the Isle of
Lewis.

August 2018 - A report - "Fish Welfare on Scotland's Salmon Farms" - published by
OneKind exposed a number of welfare breaches including mass mortality, sea lice
infestations, disease and escapes.

August 2018 - Mortality data published by the Scottish Salmon Producers Organisation
revealed shocking levels of mortalities due to gill health, diseases and anaemia with a jaw-
dropping 58% mortality rate reported at the Scottish Salmon Company's site at Inch Kenneth.

July 2018 - Scottish Salmon Watch filed a legal complaint with Police Scotland for breaches
of the Animal Health & Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006 by Marine Harvest, Scottish Sea Farms,
The Scottish Salmon Company, Cooke Aquaculture, Grieg Seafood and Loch Duart.

June 2018 - Gruesome photos of deformed, disfigured, damaged and diseased farmed salmon
were published by The Ferret following a FOI disclosure by the Scottish Government.

May 2018 - Scottish Salmon Watch revealed that salmon farms in Scotland were fast-
tracking the harvesting of fish due to infectious diseases, lice infestation and mortalities.

May 2018 - A 43,000-strong petition by SumOfUs calling for the testing of salmon farming
operations for infectious diseases, pathogens and viruses was delivered to the Scottish
Government.

March 2018 - A dossier of data on lice, diseases and mortalities was submitted to the Rural
Economy & Connectivity Committee as part of the Scottish Parliament's inquiry into salmon
farming in Scotland.

March 2018 - A damning report on the environmental impacts of salmon farming was
published by the Scottish Parliament's Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform
Committee who warned of "irrecoverable damage".

February 2018 - Data disclosed via FOI revealed mortality and disease problems at salmon
farms operated by Marine Harvest, Scottish Sea Farms and The Scottish Salmon Company.



https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/salmon-inquiry-report-expected-in-early-autumn/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/salmon-inquiry-report-expected-in-early-autumn/
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/107585.aspx
https://vimeo.com/288054862
https://theferret.scot/sick-salmon-scottish-fish-farm-film/
https://theferret.scot/sick-salmon-scottish-fish-farm-film/
https://www.salmon-trout.org/2018/09/03/wild-adult-salmon-run-decimated-by-sea-lice/
https://www.onekind.scot/resources/fish-welfare-on-scotlands-salmon-farms/
https://www.onekind.scot/new-report-exposes-serious-welfare-issues-on-scottish-salmon-farms/
http://scottishsalmon.co.uk/salmon-survival-mortality-data/
http://scottishsalmon.co.uk/notes-causes-salmon-mortality/
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-scotland-business-45195511
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/07/legal-complaint-vs-breaches-of-animal-health-welfare-scotland-act-.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/06/exposed-gruesome-photos-of-deformed-diseased-scottish-salmon.html
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/slya8qyhl1vevo9/AAANuzeWp-wPSjYvIuloVPHNa?dl=0
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/05/exposed-early-harvesting-at-scottish-salmon-farms-due-to-disease-mortalities-.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/05/sumofus-campaigners-at-scottish-parliament-call-for-wastewater-testing-at-salmon-farming-operations-.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/05/the-national-42000-sign-petition-for-tougher-scottish-salmon-farm-testing-.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/05/the-national-42000-sign-petition-for-tougher-scottish-salmon-farm-testing-.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/03/hard-evidence-dossier-of-data-on-lice-diseases-mortalities-at-scottish-salmon-farms.html
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/107585.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/107585.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/S5_Environment/Inquiries/20180305_GD_to_Rec_salmon_farming.pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/107588.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/CurrentCommittees/107588.aspx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-43284781
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/02/press-release-scottish-salmons-mort-mountain-leaps-over-10-million-foi-reveals-23-million-dead-salmo.html

January 2018 - A Parliamentary Reply from Fergus Ewing revealed that the mortality rate
on Scottish salmon farms was a staggering 26.7% with nearly 13 million dead farmed
salmon.

January 2018 - The Global Alliance Against Industrial Aquaculture filed a complaint with
the European Commission regarding a breach of the Animal By-Products Regulations and the
failure to properly police the transport of dead farmed salmon.

December 2017 - The BBC's 'One Show' broadcast damning footage of leaking haulage
trucks disposing of diseased farmed salmon on 'The Dead Salmon Run',

November 2017 - The Sunday Herald revealed that the tonnages of dead farmed salmon that
had to be disposed of has more than doubled from 10,599 tonnes in 2013 to a record high of
22,479 in 2016 (the Herald revealed in March 2018 that over 25,000 tonnes died in 2017).

July 2017 - Salmon & Trout Conservation Scotland estimated that 20 million farmed salmon
die each year on salmon farms despite ca. 70% of the salmon farming industry being certified
as RSPCA Assured.

Contact:

Don Staniford (Director of Scottish Salmon Watch): 07771 541826 (dstaniford@gaaia.org)



http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-13432&ResultsPerPage=10
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/01/press-release-diseased-salmon-slip-net-spill-on-road-failure-to-police-the-transport-of-dead-fish-pr.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/01/press-release-diseased-salmon-slip-net-spill-on-road-failure-to-police-the-transport-of-dead-fish-pr.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rhrzJEHaWFE
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/12/press-release-bbcs-dead-salmon-run-opens-can-of-worms-.html
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/15583156.A_disgrace__Ten_million_salmon_thrown_away_by_fish_farm_industry_in_last_year_alone/
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/03/the-herald-video-disease-concern-as-scots-salmon-farmers-produce-stomach-churning-record-levels-of-f.html
https://www.salmon-trout.org/2017/07/04/new-report-estimates-that-scottish-salmon-farming-mortalities-are-now-running-at-20-million-fish-a-year-despite-23rds-of-the-industry-being-certified-as-rspca-assured/
mailto:dstaniford@gaaia.org
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/06/exposed-gruesome-photos-of-deformed-diseased-scottish-salmon.html

