
Scottish Salmon Watch, 13 May 2021  

 

Secret Filming Exposes RSPCA ‘Abused’ Scottish Salmon 

- Welfare Complaint Filed Against M&S Supplier Scottish Sea Farms 

 

 
 

Secret filming at a salmon farm on the Isle of Mull operated by Norwegian giant Scottish Sea 

Farms has prompted a welfare complaint to the Animal & Plant Health Agency, the Scottish 

Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate and Police Scotland’s Wildlife Crime Unit [1].    

 

 
 

The underwater filming took place on Friday evening (7 May 2021) at the Loch Spelve salmon 

farm accredited as ‘welfare friendly’ by RSPCA Assured and understood to supply Marks & 

Spencer (M&S source salmon exclusively from Scottish Sea Farms).  The head veterinarian at 

Scottish Sea Farms – with responsibility for the welfare of farmed salmon subject to the 

complaint – is chairman of the Scottish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals [2]. 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/05/secret-filming-exposes-RSPCA-abused-Scottish-salmontry.html
https://vimeo.com/547446585/162b13fe59
https://corporate.marksandspencer.com/stories/blog/what-makes-m-and-s-salmon-responsibly-sourced
https://theferret.scot/sspca-salmon-film-fish-farm/
https://vimeo.com/547446585/162b13fe59


“Rest assured that RSPCA accreditation of Scottish salmon as ‘welfare-friendly’ is a sham, scam 

and consumer con,” said Don Staniford, Director of Scottish Salmon Watch. “Video evidence 

shot last week and last year at RSPCA Assured salmon farms across Scotland exposes endemic 

welfare abuse, disease problems and mass mortalities.  The Chairman of the SSPCA – and head 

veterinarian at Scottish Sea Farms – should hang his head in shame at the shocking welfare abuse 

of farmed salmon.  M&S should stop sourcing all their ‘Lochmuir’ salmon from Scottish Sea 

Farms and remove the RSPCA Assured logo from their products.  Shoppers should boycott all 

Scottish salmon.  Please don’t be duped by ‘responsibly sourced’, ‘organic’, ASC-certified and 

RSPCA Assured marketing of factory farmed salmon.” 

 

 
 

 

“Watching the video footage is deeply distressing - I cannot see how anyone would want to eat 

Scottish farmed salmon ever again” said Maggie Brotherston of Friends of Loch Creran. “Similar 

shocking images were filmed last year in Loch Creran at another RSPCA Assured salmon farm 

operated by Scottish Sea Farms.  When will the regulatory authorities stop compromising fish 

welfare and start taking action against factory fish farmers?  It’s painfully clear from all the 

recent video evidence that welfare abuse on RSPCA Assured salmon farms is rife across 

Scotland.” 

 

https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/about-us
https://www.dipintheblue.org/friends-of-loch-creran


 
 

“Surveillance of farms is vital in ground-truthing the wild claims of factory salmon farming,” 

said Andrew Holder of Dip in the Blue. “If the government departments Marine Scotland and 

SEPA, the SSPCA and RSPCA won’t inspect salmon farms properly, then it is up to the public 

to do so.  Scottish Sea Farms and M&S are clearly misleading their customers with false claims 

of ‘responsibly sourced’ salmon.  The RSPCA should be ashamed of themselves for allowing 

their good name to be tarnished for the sake of being paid half a million pounds a year by the 

salmon farming industry.  If you buy Scottish salmon you are condoning welfare abuse.” 

 

 
 

https://www.dipintheblue.org/scottish-sea-farms


Download high resolution photos taken at the RSPCA Assured salmon farm operated by 

Norskott Havbruk (Scottish Sea Farms) in Loch Spelve on 7 May 2021 online here  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/05/secret-filming-exposes-rspca-abused-scottish-salmontry.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/photo-2.jpeg
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/photo-1-.jpeg


 
 

 
 

 



Recent mortality data posted by the Scottish Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate on 7 May 

2021 detailed a ‘Mortality Event Report’ of 5,155 farmed salmon at Spelve B salmon farm 

(Dalnaha) operated by Scottish Sea Farms due to “Gill health, post bath treatment 

(Azamethiphos)” in March 2021.  The Fish Health Inspectorate cited an “intervention review” 

and that “FHI will monitor”.    

 

The Loch Spelve salmon farm reported the highest monthly mortality (3%) of all Scottish Sea 

Farms sites in March 2021. 

 

 
 

In February 2020, Scottish Salmon Watch reported on mass mortalities at the RSPCA Assured 

salmon farm in Loch Spelve.  An inspection on 15 November 2019 by the Scottish Government's 

Fish Health Inspectorate (published online on 7 February 2020) revealed that out of 382,344 

salmon stocked on the site only 24,000 were harvested with 199,124 culled and 177,588 morts.   

The Scottish Salmon Producers Organisation – of which Norwegian-owned Scottish Sea Farms 

is a member – reported 40.6% cumulative mortality at the Loch Spelve salmon farm. 

 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.scottishsalmon.co.uk/reports
https://www.scottishsalmon.co.uk/reports
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/the-culling-farms-new-case-information-from-the-scottish-government-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/the-culling-farms-new-case-information-from-the-scottish-government-.html
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2019/10/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2019/documents/november-2019/additional-cases-20190562-2019-0713/additional-cases-20190562-2019-0713/govscot%3Adocument/Additional%2Bcases%2B20190562-20190713.pdf
https://www.scottishsalmon.co.uk/reports
https://www.scottishsalmon.co.uk/reports
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/the-culling-farms-new-case-information-from-the-scottish-government-.html


 
 

In August 2018, Scottish Salmon Watch filed a welfare complaint following video evidence of 

lice-infested of cleaner fish and farmed salmon at the Loch Spelve salmon farm at Dalnaha. 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-dirty-secrets-lurking-under-scottish-salmons-lice-skirt-7-sept-2018.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-dirty-secrets-lurking-under-scottish-salmons-lice-skirt-7-sept-2018.pdf
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1227663853720391680
https://vimeo.com/288054862


Scottish Salmon Watch filed a welfare complaint in June 2019 following secret filming at The 

Scottish Salmon Company’s Aird salmon farm in Loch Sheildaig. 

 

 
 

Another welfare complaint filed by Scottish Salmon Watch in July 2019 showed welfare abuse 

inside Mowi’s ‘Bay of the Dead Heads’ salmon farm leading to a letter from APHA 

reprimanding Mowi for “failure to comply with welfare legislation”. 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/stv-news-on-scottish-salmon-welfare-nightmare-watch-online-now.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/stv-news-on-scottish-salmon-welfare-nightmare-watch-online-now.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/07/secret-filming-in-scotland-july-2019-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/07/secret-filming-in-scotland-july-2019-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/11/sunay-nationalferret-salmon-company-mowi-rapped-over-fish-welfare-after-700000-deaths-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/11/sunay-nationalferret-salmon-company-mowi-rapped-over-fish-welfare-after-700000-deaths-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/04/censored-welfare-abuse-on-salmon-farms-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/stv-news-on-scottish-salmon-welfare-nightmare-watch-online-now.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/11/sunay-nationalferret-salmon-company-mowi-rapped-over-fish-welfare-after-700000-deaths-.html


Last year, The Sunday Times revealed that the RSPCA earns over half a million pounds a year 

from the salmon farming industry via the certification of RSPCA Assured farmed salmon.  

Earlier this year, George Monbiot lambasted the RSPCA as the “worst of all”.   

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/sunday-times-rspca-paid-over-500000-to-back-scottish-salmon-industry.html
https://ecohustler.com/article/open-letter-to-the-rspca-calls-for-an-end-to-the-certification-of-scottish-salmon
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/by-george-monbiot-smokes-scottish-salmon.html
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1224956417880346625
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/letter-to-the-rspca-please-stop-certifying-rspca-assured-salmon-.html


‘Operation Scottish Scamon’ will spearhead further surveillance at salmon farms across Scotland 

during 2021.  Last month, Scottish Salmon Watch wrote to the Secretary of State for 

Environment, Food and Rural Affairs raising serious concerns about the quality and quantity of 

salmon farm ‘inspections’ including evidence of prior knowledge of welfare inspections by the 

Animal & Plant Health Agency.   

 

Prior to filming at salmon farms, Scottish Salmon Watch followed a rigorous safety and bio-

security protocol advised by the Scottish Government.   

 

 
 

Scottish Salmon Watch also conducted a safety assessment of the site area ensuring that any 

Scottish Sea Farms staff had left for the evening before filming safely commenced. 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-defra-from-ssw-on-systemic-failures-to-capture-evidence-of-welfare-abuse-20-april-2021.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-defra-from-ssw-on-systemic-failures-to-capture-evidence-of-welfare-abuse-20-april-2021.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-defra-from-ssw-on-systemic-failures-to-capture-evidence-of-welfare-abuse-20-april-2021.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/07/biosecurity-precautions-for-filming-salmon-farms-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/07/biosecurity-precautions-for-filming-salmon-farms-.html
https://vimeo.com/547608790/a984360bb9
https://vimeo.com/547615447/2200b90530


The day before filming (6 May 2021), Scottish Salmon Watch met with Police Scotland to 

discuss ongoing security and safety concerns relating to filming at salmon farms.  Police 

Scotland in Oban agreed to raise Scottish Salmon Watch’s concerns with salmon farming 

companies at the next rural crime prevention meeting.   

 

In October 2020, Scottish Salmon Watch wrote to Police Scotland suggesting a protocol for 

filming at salmon farms and a roundtable meeting with salmon farming companies.  Earlier in 

October 2020, Police Scotland wrote to Scottish Salmon Watch issuing an apology for acting as 

private security for Scottish Sea Farms. 

 

Read more via: 

The Ferret: "Police apologise to anti-fish farm campaigner over access" 

Oban Times: "Police apologise to fish farm welfare campaigner" 

Policing Scottish Salmon: Landmark Victory for Surveillance of Fish Farms 

Letter to Police Scotland re. violence & hostility by salmon farmers blocking filming  

 

On the day of filming in Loch Spelve (7 May 2021), Scottish Sea Farms warned the public to 

stay away from their farms. 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/04/security-police-scotland-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/letter-to-police-scotland-re-filming-sampling-at-salmon-farms-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/letter-to-police-scotland-re-filming-sampling-at-salmon-farms-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/police-scotland-apologises-for-wrongly-protecting-scottish-sea-farms-from-video-surveillance.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/police-scotland-apologises-for-wrongly-protecting-scottish-sea-farms-from-video-surveillance.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/the-ferret-police-apologise-to-anti-fish-farm-campaigner-over-access.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/oban-times-police-apologise-to-fish-farm-welfare-campaigner.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/police-scotland-apologises-for-wrongly-protecting-scottish-sea-farms-from-video-surveillance.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/letter-to-police-scotland-re-filming-sampling-at-salmon-farms-.html
https://twitter.com/scotseafarms/status/1390618140967677952
https://twitter.com/scotseafarms/status/1390618140967677952
https://twitter.com/scotseafarms/status/1390618140967677952


 
 

Last year, Compassion in World Farming investigated 22 salmon farms operated by Scottish Sea 

Farms, Mowi, The Scottish Salmon Company, Grieg Seafood and Cooke Aquaculture who 

together control over 96% of ‘Scottish’ salmon farming production.  Damning video evidence of 

endemic suffering on salmon farms and a report – “Underwater Cages, Parasites and Dead Fish” 

- was published by Compassion in World Farming and OneKind in March 2021.   

 

 

“Following the publication of the CIWF report, RSPCA Assured suspended its certification for 

the farms concerned and instituted a programme of additional inspections,” reported Fish Farmer 

in April 2021.  “The organisation has now reinstated certification for all the farms concerned.” 

In a statement, RSPCA Assured told Fish Farmer: “We were really shocked and upset by some 

of this footage taken last year, especially as some of the farms were reported to be RSPCA 

Assured certified. We immediately launched an investigation, as soon as we received details of 

the farms on 23 March 2021, and suspended those sites in the video that were members of 

RSPCA Assured, pending investigation.” 

https://www.ciwf.org.uk/news/2021/03/murky-depths-of-the-scottish-salmon-industry-exposed-in-new-undercover-investigation
https://scottishscamon.co.uk/report
https://www.onekind.scot/resources/underwater-cages-parasites-and-dead-fish/
https://www.onekind.scot/new-investigation-and-report-reveals-salmon-suffering-on-scotlands-farms/
https://www.fishfarmermagazine.com/news/rspca-assured-reinstates-certification-for-scottish-salmon-farms/
https://www.fishfarmermagazine.com/news/rspca-assured-reinstates-certification-for-scottish-salmon-farms/
https://www.fishfarmermagazine.com/news/rspca-assured-reinstates-certification-for-scottish-salmon-farms/
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1390769051006246913
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xqo2h6WfYb4


In October 2020, video footage of welfare abuse at Scottish Sea Farms in Loch Creran ‘Special 

Area of Conservation’ was published. 

 
 

In December 2020, BBC Countryfile featured video footage of the RSPCA Assured salmon farm 

operated by Scottish Sea Farms in Loch Creran. 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/in-july-2020-scottish-salmon-watch-filmed-inside-salmon-cages-at-the-scottish-salmon-company-in-loch-striven.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/in-july-2020-scottish-salmon-watch-filmed-inside-salmon-cages-at-the-scottish-salmon-company-in-loch-striven.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/12/bbc-countryfile-features-lice-infested-rspca-assured-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/12/bbc-countryfile-features-lice-infested-rspca-assured-salmon-.html
https://vimeo.com/474159662
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000q6r1/countryfile-black-mountains


Earlier this month (5 May 2021), Fish Farmer reported: “RSPCA Assured will be returning to in-

person assessments as standard from 17 May, in line with easing Covid-19 restrictions in the 

UK.”  Last year (27 May 2020), Fish Farming Expert reported that the RSPCA suspended in-

person assessments of salmon farms on 23 March with contactless assessments available by 

mutual agreement on 1 June 2020.   

 

Scottish Salmon Watch revealed last month (via information disclosed by Freedom of 

Information) that the Animal & Plant Health Agency had ‘inspected’ 22 salmon farms in six 

years whereas CIWF inspected 22 salmon farms in four months in 2020.  

 

https://www.fishfarmermagazine.com/news/rspca-assured-resumes-in-person-assessments/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/05/rspca-suspend-salmon-farm-inspections.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/04/letter-to-defra-re-welfare-abuse-at-scottish-salmon-farms-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/04/letter-to-defra-re-welfare-abuse-at-scottish-salmon-farms-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/04/letter-to-defra-re-welfare-abuse-at-scottish-salmon-farms-.html
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1384496715638591492


Secret underwater filming inside salmon farms was pioneered in Canada by Alexandra Morton in 

2016 and then continued in 2017 and 2018 by First Nations leaders and Sea Shepherd 

Conservation Society (including Pamela Anderson in 2019). 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gnzqvfpvc7A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gnzqvfpvc7A
https://thenarwhal.ca/disturbing-new-footage-shows-diseased-deformed-salmon-b-c-fish-farms/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kucvFJMSJEk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kucvFJMSJEk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oli77phn6oI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gnzqvfpvc7A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kucvFJMSJEk


In 2017, Swedish film-maker Mikael Frödin swam out to a Grieg owned salmon farm in 

Altafjord in Norway armed with a Go Pro on an extendable pole.   The video evidence of welfare 

abuse was broadcast on Swedish TV in 2018. 

 

 

 

https://www.tv2.no/nyheter/10165292/?fbclid=IwAR0-XNzAn37Dlm_DRGOVp2Vyqf2e0Q7TxzfWguRoej1oLIeOynKA9yewu8M
https://www.tv2.no/nyheter/10165292/?fbclid=IwAR0-XNzAn37Dlm_DRGOVp2Vyqf2e0Q7TxzfWguRoej1oLIeOynKA9yewu8M
https://www.tv4play.se/program/nyheterna/norsk-laxodling-f%C3%A5r-h%C3%A5rd-kritik/11841250
https://www.tv4play.se/program/nyheterna/norsk-laxodling-f%C3%A5r-h%C3%A5rd-kritik/11841250
https://www.tv4play.se/program/nyheterna/norsk-laxodling-f%C3%A5r-h%C3%A5rd-kritik/11841250


Earlier this month, Inside Scottish Salmon Feedlots published video evidence of welfare abuse 

inside salmon farms in Scotland. 

 

 

Video footage gathered by photographer Corin Smith inside Scottish salmon farms was 

broadcast by the BBC ‘One Show’ in 2018 and BBC Panorama in 2019. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gNKckGCUADk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gNKckGCUADk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BuNB-W8sTMg
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2494331710668916
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gNKckGCUADk


Netflix’s global hit ‘Seaspiracy’ features video footage shot by Corin Smith inside a salmon farm 

in Scotland and Scottish Salmon Watch’s gruesome video footage of disease-ridden farmed 

salmon at Mowi’s Gorsten salmon farm in Loch Linnhe (a site certified via the Aquaculture 

Stewardship Council and RSPCA Assured). 

 

 
 

 

https://www.netflix.com/watch/81014008
https://vimeo.com/301824063
https://vimeo.com/301824063
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/netflix-exposes-disease-ridden-scottish-salmon-as-sponsored-by-the-rspca-asc.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/netflix-exposes-disease-ridden-scottish-salmon-as-sponsored-by-the-rspca-asc.html
https://www.netflix.com/watch/81014008
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/netflix-exposes-disease-ridden-scottish-salmon-as-sponsored-by-the-rspca-asc.html


Corin Smith posted on Facebook via Inside Scottish Salmon Feedlots this week (10 May 2021): 

 

Read more via:  

Policing 'Scottish' Salmon - when is 'extreme activism' judged trespass?    

Media Backgrounder: The Welfare Nightmare of Scottish Salmon (Updated) 

Photo Dossier of Diseased, Deformed & Abused Scottish Salmon 

Ongoing welfare abuse & unnecessary suffering on salmon farms - why no prosecutions? 

Secret Filming Exposes Welfare Abuse at RSPCA Assured Kames 

The Go Pro Camera Never Lies (Unlike Salmon Farmers) 

Photos of Secret Filming at Scottish & Irish Salmon Farms 

Shocking Video Footage from Mowi's 'Bay of the Dead Heads' (Bagh Dail nan Ceann) 

https://www.facebook.com/issf.org.uk
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/04/security-police-scotland-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/media-backgrounder-the-welfare-nightmare-of-scottish-salmon-updated.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/10/ongoing-welfare-abuse-unnecessary-suffering-on-salmon-farms-why-no-prosecutions-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/09/welfare-abuse-at-rspca-assured-kames-fish-farm.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/10/the-go-pro-camera-never-lies-unlike-salmon-farmers-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/07/photos-of-secret-filming-at-scottish-irish-salmon-farms-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/07/secret-filming-in-scotland-july-2019-.html
https://www.facebook.com/issf.org.uk/photos/pcb.1238146366601767/1238138596602544


Scottish Salmon Watch is calling on consumers to boycott all farmed salmon – including RSPCA 

Assured “responsibly sourced” Scottish salmon sold via M&S and other supermarkets. 

 

 

 

https://salmonpledge.org/
https://vimeo.com/547804116
https://vimeo.com/547808995/3beddf79d0


The real name of Scottish Sea Farms is Norskott Havbruk (which translates as ‘Norwegian 

Aquaculture’) – owned by the Norwegian companies SalMar and Leroy.   

 

 
 

 
 

Read more details via: 

Scottish Scamon 

Salmonopoly: How Norway's Salmafia Control 'Scottish' Salmon - Follow the Salmoney! 

Norwegian Government Asked to Divest from 'Unethical' & 'Irresponsible' Scottish Salmon! 

https://vimeo.com/325948983
https://www.salmar.no/en/about-salmar/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/salmonopoly-how-norways-salmafia-control-scottish-salmon-follow-the-salmoney-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/report-scottish-scamon-feb-2019-2-scottish-sea-farms.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/salmonopoly-how-norways-salmafia-control-scottish-salmon-follow-the-salmoney-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/norwegian-government-asked-to-divest-from-unethical-irresponsible-scottish-salmon.html
https://vimeo.com/325948983
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1232637704690638849


It is appropriate that Norskott Havbruk (Scottish Sea Farms) pioneered the fake brand 

‘Lochmuir’ salmon sold via Marks & Spencer in Loch Spelve – with a nomination for Loch 

Spelve’s manager at the BBC Food & Farming Awards in 2010 [3].   

 

 
 

Salmon farming in Loch Spelve – where Scottish Sea Farms operate two salmon farms at Balure 

(Spelve A) and Dalnaha (Spelve B) – has an appalling history in terms of toxic chemical 

pollution, use of lobster-killing chemicals, lice infestation and mass mortalities [4]. 

 

M&S appear now to have moved away from branding their Scottish salmon via the fake 

‘Lochmuir’ although it is still sold online via the Lochmuir brand and marketed prominently by 

M&S [5].  

 

 
 

https://www.salmar.no/en/history/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/caveat-emptor-mss-fake-lochmuir-scottish-salmon-sourced-from-norwegian-owned-scottish-sea-farms.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/caveat-emptor-mss-fake-lochmuir-scottish-salmon-sourced-from-norwegian-owned-scottish-sea-farms.html
https://www.farmingmonthly.co.uk/news/885-scottish-sea-farms-finalist-in-bbcs-food-a-farming-awards-2010/
https://www.farmingmonthly.co.uk/news/885-scottish-sea-farms-finalist-in-bbcs-food-a-farming-awards-2010/
https://www.marksandspencer.com/4-scottish-lochmuir-salmon-fillets/p/fdp60052144
https://www.marksandspencer.com/c/food-to-order/fishmonger
https://www.marksandspencer.com/c/food-to-order/fishmonger
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/salmonopoly-how-norways-salmafia-control-scottish-salmon-follow-the-salmoney-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/caveat-emptor-mss-fake-lochmuir-scottish-salmon-sourced-from-norwegian-owned-scottish-sea-farms.html


In 2017, BBC Countryfile broadcast shocking video footage of mass mortalities being 

transported away from Scottish Sea Farms in Loch Kishorn – on the ‘Dead Salmon Run’ – with 

wastes leaking from Billy Bowie tankers full of dead salmon. 

 

 
 

Earlier this week (11 May 2021), prime time Italian TV broadcast video footage of welfare abuse 

shot by investigators for Compassion in World Farming inside salmon farms in Scotland 

(including video evidence of welfare abuse at RSPCA Assured Scottish Sea Farms).  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rhrzJEHaWFE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rhrzJEHaWFE
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/05/italian-tv-exposes-the-toxic-nature-of-salmon-farming-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/05/italian-tv-exposes-the-toxic-nature-of-salmon-farming-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/revealed-the-farmed-salmon-crisis-.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rhrzJEHaWFE
https://www.iene.mediaset.it/video/salmone-e-salmone-ecco-come-distinguerli_1051201.shtml


Earlier this week (11 May 2021), Ecohustler published a spoof video ad lambasting M&S for 

their RSPCA Assured “responsibly sourced” Scottish salmon. 

 

 

 
 

Here’s the petition signed by over 4,000 people: 

 

 

https://ecohustler.com/technology/sexy-food-ad-tells-shocking-truth
https://ecohustler.com/technology/sexy-food-ad-tells-shocking-truth
https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/come-clean-about-the-damage-caused-by-your-farmed-salmon
https://ecohustler.com/technology/sexy-food-ad-tells-shocking-truth
https://ecohustler.com/technology/sexy-food-ad-tells-shocking-truth
https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/come-clean-about-the-damage-caused-by-your-farmed-salmon


Contact: 

Don Staniford: 07763 541876 (salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com) 

Notes to Editors: 

[1]  Scottish Salmon Watch’s welfare complaint was filed on 10 May 2021 – download in full 

online here 
 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Mon, May 10, 2021 at 1:02 PM 

Subject: Welfare Complaint vs Scottish Sea Farms in Loch Spelve (Dalnaha) 

To: SM-APHA-Enquiries APHA <enquiries@apha.gov.uk>, 

<APHA.Scotland@apha.gsi.gov.uk>, APHA Corporate Correspondence 

<apha.corporatecorrespondence@apha.gsi.gov.uk>, SCD Wildlife Crime 

<SCDWildlifeCrime@scotland.pnn.police.uk>, MS.fishhealth@gov.scot 

 

Please consider this an official welfare complaint against Scottish Sea Farms (Norskott Havbruk) 

for breaches of the Animal Health and Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006 in relation to their RSPCA 

Assured salmon farm in Loch Spelve (Dalnaha) on the Isle of Mull.   

 

The salmon farm in question was first stocked with fish in July 2020 and is listed as Spelve B 

(Dalnaha) - located at  NM68772683. 

 

Here's a map via 

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_rec

ord.aspx?monthly_data_id=4647138 

 

 

mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/welfare-complaint-re.-loch-spelve-salmon-farm-10-may-2021.pdf
mailto:MS.fishhealth@gov.scot
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/contents
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=4647138
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=4647138


Scottish Salmon Watch filmed at the site – which supplies Marks & Spencer with ‘Lochmuir’ 

“responsibly sourced” salmon and is accredited via RSPCA Assured (formerly Freedom Food) – 

on Friday evening ca. 7pm (7 May 2021).  Video footage gathered from one of the cages – we 

only filmed at 2 out of the 12 cages – detailed what we believe constitutes a breach of Section 19 

(“Unnecessay suffering”) and Section 24 (“Ensuring welfare of animals”). 

  

Video footage clearly shows fin damage, skin lesions, open wounds (which may be Winter 

Ulcer), mouth rot, lice infestation and indicates welfare and disease problems.  

Watch the video footage online here 

Photos are included in the attached letter. 

Please acknowledge receipt of this welfare complaint. 

Thanks, 

Don Staniford 

Director, Scottish Salmon Watch 

 

 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/section/19
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/section/19
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/section/24
https://vimeo.com/547446585/162b13fe59
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/welfare-complaint-re.-loch-spelve-salmon-farm-10-may-2021.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/welfare-complaint-re.-loch-spelve-salmon-farm-10-may-2021.pdf


[2]  Ronnie Soutar, head veterinarian at Scottish Sea Farms, is the Chairman of the SSPCA (as 

well as sitting on a DEFRA advisory board).  Fish Farming Expert reported in June 2018:   

 

 

 

https://www.scottishseafarms.com/news/2018/june/fish-vet-appointed-chairperson-of-scotland-s-animal-welfare-charity/
https://salmonbusiness.com/scottish-sea-farms-head-fish-vet-appointed-to-defra-advisory-board/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/fish-vet-appointed-chair-of-scottish-spca/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/fish-vet-appointed-chair-of-scottish-spca/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/fish-vet-appointed-chair-of-scottish-spca/


 
 

Companies House reports:  

 

 

https://find-and-update.company-information.service.gov.uk/company/SC201401/officers
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/fish-vet-appointed-chair-of-scottish-spca/
https://find-and-update.company-information.service.gov.uk/company/SC201401/officers


 

 
 

The SSPCA’s latest accounts for 2019 (filed in September 2020) identify Ronnie Soutar as the 

Chairman: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://find-and-update.company-information.service.gov.uk/company/SC201401/filing-history
https://find-and-update.company-information.service.gov.uk/company/SC201401/officers
https://find-and-update.company-information.service.gov.uk/company/SC201401/filing-history


Inside Scottish Salmon Feedlots reported in January 2021: 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1378690475797474
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1378690475797474
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1378690475797474


 
 

 
 

https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1322767644135739392
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1322525240107372547


The Ferret reported in September 2018: 

 

 

 

https://theferret.scot/sspca-salmon-film-fish-farm/
https://theferret.scot/sspca-salmon-film-fish-farm/
https://theferret.scot/sspca-salmon-film-fish-farm/


[3]  Salmon farming in Loch Spelve is award-winning.  Fish Farming Expert reported in June 

2019: 

 

 
 

World Fish reported in June 2018: 

 

 

https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/mands-rewards-scottish-sea-farms-for-polystyrene-purge/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/mands-rewards-scottish-sea-farms-for-polystyrene-purge/
https://www.worldfishing.net/news101/fish-farming/40th-year-for-scottish-sea-farms-manager


Farming Monthly reported in 2010: 

 

 
 

 

https://www.farmingmonthly.co.uk/news/885-scottish-sea-farms-finalist-in-bbcs-food-a-farming-awards-2010/
https://www.farmingmonthly.co.uk/news/885-scottish-sea-farms-finalist-in-bbcs-food-a-farming-awards-2010/
https://www.farmingmonthly.co.uk/news/885-scottish-sea-farms-finalist-in-bbcs-food-a-farming-awards-2010/


[4]  Salmon farming in Loch Spelve has a history of lice problems and mass mortalities.    

 

 
 

Scottish Salmon Watch visited the Dalnaha salmon farm (Spelve B) in August 2018. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4EDjaH47sGA
https://vimeo.com/288054862


In August 2018, Scottish Salmon Watch also visited the land-base in Loch Spelve operated by 

Scottish Sea Farms and certified via RSPCA Assured (formerly Freedom Foods). 

 

 
 

Private Eye reported on mass mortalities at the RSPCA Assured Loch Spelve salmon farm in 

February 2020: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o4GqS7K4s0g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o4GqS7K4s0g
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/private-eye-on-salmon-farmings-killing-fields.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/private-eye-on-salmon-farmings-killing-fields.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/private-eye-on-salmon-farmings-killing-fields.html


It seems that any welfare ‘inspection’ of the Loch Spelve salmon farm slipped through the net. 

 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/the-culling-farms-new-case-information-from-the-scottish-government-.html
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1227663853720391680
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1227688119937441796


Here’s the Loch Spelve salmon farm when Scottish Salmon Watch visited the shore base in 

August 2018.   

 

 
 

 

Here’s other photos from Scottish Salmon Watch’s visit to Loch Spelve RSPCA Assured salmon 

farm on 7 May 2021: 

 

 
 

https://vimeo.com/288054862
https://vimeo.com/288054862
https://vimeo.com/288054862


 
 

 
 



 
 

 



Scottish Salmon Watch reported in July 2018: 

 

“Scottish salmon's worst operator is Norwegian-owned Scottish Sea Farms with 10 fish farms 

failing SEPA's compliance assessment in 2016 (with 9 farms assessed as "Poor" and one as 

"Very Poor")…… Two of Scottish Sea Farms' 10 salmon farms rated as "Very Poor" or "Poor" 

were located at Fishnish in the Sound of Mull - the site of the killing a humpback whale in 2014 

and exceedance of lice limits in January 2018.  Fishnish A salmon farm "failed repeatedly" 

according to SEPA with "6 consecutive unsatisfactory surveys since 2006" and Fishnish B had 

"3 consecutive unsatisfactory surveys since 2010" leading to SEPA imposing a conditional 

reduction in biomass on both sites.  Another Scottish Sea Farm site in Loch Spelve at Balure on 

the Isle of Mull was rated "Very Poor" due to exceedance of the Environmental Quality Standard 

for residues of Emamectin benzoate (a toxic chemical known to kill lobsters) and evidence of 

drug over-dosing.”   

 

Data published by SEPA via ‘Scotland’s Aquaculture’ shows that Loch Spelve salmon farm was 

stocked in July 2020 but unfortunately SEPA has failed to publish data beyond September 2020. 

 

 
 

 

 

In August and September 2020, Scottish Sea Farms used the lobster-killing chemical 

Deltamethrin at Spelve B (Dalnaha) salmon farm. 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/07/failing-fish-farms-scotlands-worst-salmon-farms-named-shamed-.html
https://www.undercurrentnews.com/2015/06/05/large-norway-scotland-farmers-quietly-exit-sustainable-salmon-group/
https://www.sruc.ac.uk/news/article/898/humpback_whale_post_mortem_suggests_entanglement_in_salmon_farm
https://www.scottishseafarms.com/media/1544/ssf-sea-lice-figures-jan-18.xlsx
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-damning-report-on-toxic-salmon-farms-buried-2017.pdf
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx


 
 

 
 

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=4647137
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=4647138


In September 2020, a peer-reviewed scientific paper reported that Deltamethrin was lethal to 

lobsters. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0269749120302451
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0269749120302451
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0269749120302451
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0269749120302451


The Institute of Marine Research in Bergen reported (30 September 2020): 

 

 
 

 
 

 

https://www.hi.no/en/hi/news/2020/september/nye-labforsoek-viser-lusemiddelet-deltametrin-er-svaert-giftig-for-hummerlarver
https://www.hi.no/en/hi/news/2020/september/nye-labforsoek-viser-lusemiddelet-deltametrin-er-svaert-giftig-for-hummerlarver
https://www.hi.no/en/hi/news/2020/september/nye-labforsoek-viser-lusemiddelet-deltametrin-er-svaert-giftig-for-hummerlarver
https://www.hi.no/en/hi/news/2020/september/nye-labforsoek-viser-lusemiddelet-deltametrin-er-svaert-giftig-for-hummerlarver


Chemical pollution by salmon farming in Loch Spelve is nothing new.  New Scientist reported in 

1998: 

 

 

https://www.newscientist.com/article/mg15721251-800-a-catch-too-far-scottish-lochs-are-paying-the-price-for-farmed-salmon/
https://www.newscientist.com/article/mg15721251-800-a-catch-too-far-scottish-lochs-are-paying-the-price-for-farmed-salmon/
https://www.newscientist.com/article/mg15721251-800-a-catch-too-far-scottish-lochs-are-paying-the-price-for-farmed-salmon/
https://www.newscientist.com/article/mg15721251-800-a-catch-too-far-scottish-lochs-are-paying-the-price-for-farmed-salmon/


The Loch Spelve salmon farm at Dalnaha (Spelve B) breached the Environmental Quality 

Standard for the shellfish-killing chemical Emamectin benzoate by over 20 times in 2009.   

 

 
 

[5]  Marks & Spencer developed the fake label ‘Lochmuir’ in 2006.   The Sunday Times reported 

in 2006: 

 

 

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/sealice_in_feed_treatment_residues_record.aspx?residues_id=106142
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/sealice_in_feed_treatment_residues_record.aspx?residues_id=106142
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/mands-fakes-loch-to-launch-salmon-cfmth3dwrzl
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/mands-fakes-loch-to-launch-salmon-cfmth3dwrzl
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/sealice_in_feed_treatment_residues_record.aspx?residues_id=106142
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/mands-fakes-loch-to-launch-salmon-cfmth3dwrzl


The Scotsman reported in 2006: 

 

 
 

Natural Products reported in 2012: 

 

 

https://www.scotsman.com/news/uk-news/ms-lochmuir-salmon-only-lochmuir-doesnt-exist-2509176
https://www.naturalproductsonline.co.uk/news/industry-news/anyone-know-the-way-to-lochmuir/
https://www.scotsman.com/news/uk-news/ms-lochmuir-salmon-only-lochmuir-doesnt-exist-2509176


Scottish Salmon Watch has long searched for Lochmuir but has always come up short. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Read more via:  

 

The Daily Mail: “Lochmuir salmon? It doesn't exist: How supermarkets invent places and farms 

to trick shoppers into buying premium food” 

 

The Guardian: “Tesco faces legal threat over marketing its food with 'fake farm' names” 
 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2100863/Revealed-How-supermarkets-invent-places-farms-trick-shoppers-buying-goods.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2100863/Revealed-How-supermarkets-invent-places-farms-trick-shoppers-buying-goods.html
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/dec/13/tesco-faces-legal-threat-over-marketing-its-food-with-fake-farm-names
https://vimeo.com/344757581
https://vimeo.com/294564729


The Week reported in 2017: 

 

 
 

M&S reported in 2016: 
 

  

https://www.theweek.co.uk/87683/supermarket-fake-farms-to-look-out-for
https://corporate.marksandspencer.com/stories/blog/lochmuir-salmon-10-years-of-being-rich-in-omega-3
https://www.theweek.co.uk/87683/supermarket-fake-farms-to-look-out-for
https://corporate.marksandspencer.com/stories/blog/lochmuir-salmon-10-years-of-being-rich-in-omega-3


Despite what appears to be a rebranding away from Lochmuir salmon in stores (Lochmuir is 

missing from the M&S Scottish salmon products bought by Scottish Salmon Watch in May 

2021), M&S still market Lochmuir salmon online but it seems that it is “out of stock” (as of 11 

May 2021). 

 

M&S’s recent advertising campaign for RSPCA Assured salmon dropped reference to Lochmuir. 

 

https://vimeo.com/547804116
https://www.marksandspencer.com/c/food-to-order/fishmonger
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wdvpG22vdYI


Here’s online sales for Lochmuir salmon which were listed as “out of stock” on 11 May 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.marksandspencer.com/4-scottish-lochmuir-salmon-fillets/p/fdp60052144
https://www.marksandspencer.com/4-scottish-lochmuir-salmon-fillets/p/fdp60052144
https://www.marksandspencer.com/scottish-lochmuir-salmon-en-croute/p/fdp60047031
https://www.marksandspencer.com/scottish-lochmuir-salmon-with-thai-marinade/p/fdp60046443
https://www.marksandspencerguernsey.com/scottish-lochmuir-salmon-fillets-600g


If M&S have dropped the Lochmuir brand then it would be significant.  Just three years ago, 

M&S made a written submission to the Scottish Parliament’s salmon farming inquiry citing 

“iconic” Lochmuir. 

 

 

https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/mands-tells-parliament-were-proud-of-our-scottish-salmon
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/mands-tells-parliament-were-proud-of-our-scottish-salmon
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/mands-tells-parliament-were-proud-of-our-scottish-salmon
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/mands-tells-parliament-were-proud-of-our-scottish-salmon


The Ferret reported in August 2018: 

 

 

https://theferret.scot/supermarkets-salmon-companies-animal-welfare/
https://theferret.scot/supermarkets-salmon-companies-animal-welfare/

