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Welfare Abuse on Scottish Salmon Farms  

 

- Scottish scientist calls for a ban on the 'Thermolicer' & says Scottish salmon should 

not be certified as 'welfare friendly' by RSCPA Assured 

- "It's pretty gruesome stuff...this is heavy duty suffering...horrifying...totally 

unacceptable" says Dr. Lynne Sneddon in video interview 

- Legal action against Scottish Ministers & salmon farming companies  

 

A leading scientific expert on fish welfare backs calls for a ban on the 'Thermolicer' and 

believes that welfare abuse is so widespread it calls into question the certification of 70% of 

salmon farming in Scotland as 'welfare-friendly' via RSPCA Assured.  This month Scottish 

Salmon Watch launched a fund-raising drive to instruct Advocates for Animals to act for 

them in legal action against salmon farming companies for breaches of the Animal Health & 

Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006 and against Scottish Ministers for failing to properly police 

welfare legislation. 

 

In an exclusive interview with Scottish Salmon Watch, Dr. Lynne Sneddon (Director of 

Bioveterinary Science at the University of Liverpool) [1], said: 

 

"These fish are obviously damaged so they will be in pain and quite frankly this would not be 

acceptable in pig, sheep or cow farms.  If you walked past a field and saw a sheep or a cow 

with a massive patch of skin missing there would be a public uproar.  So really these fish 

should be removed at the first sign of illness and humanely killed to safeguard their welfare." 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/01/press-release-welfare-abuse-on-scottish-salmon-farms-legal-action-vs-scottish-ministers-salmon-farmi.html
https://advocates-for-animals.com/
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/integrative-biology/staff/lynne-sneddon/
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/integrative-biology/staff/lynne-sneddon/
https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/welfare
https://vimeo.com/386543346/fb6db48ba4


 
 

"Looking at the empirical evidence and these surveys which have shown mortalities are 

highest after these heat treatments I do not think they should be used," continued Scottish 

born Dr. Sneddon (who discovered fish feel pain during her postdoctoral research at the 

Roslin Institute in 2003).  I think they shouldn't be allowed because they are causing pain and 

distress to these animals, mortality afterwards, they cause tissue damage.  Basically this 

would not be allowed if this was a cow, sheep, pig or a chicken.  We not put them in scolding 

hot water that causes them pain to treat them.   And so I believe this is an inhumane way of 

dealing with lice and should not be allowed." 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/386537153/5b0cf4c88f
https://vimeo.com/386537153/5b0cf4c88f
https://www.newscientist.com/article/dn3673-fish-capable-of-experiencing-pain/
https://www.newscientist.com/article/dn3673-fish-capable-of-experiencing-pain/
https://vimeo.com/386543346/fb6db48ba4
https://vimeo.com/386537153/5b0cf4c88f


In response to a 'Photo Dossier of Diseased, Deformed & Abused Scottish Salmon', Dr 

Sneddon commented: 

 

 
 

"The fish here have a lot of lesions, ulcers, damage due to sea lice, eye damage.  Really, these 

fish should never have been allowed to get to this stage.  The minute they show signs of 

illness they should be removed and humanely killed.  It would suggest that these animals 

have been allowed to persist and suffer for a long time.  The skin of the fish is covered in 

nociceptive nerves which detect potentially painful stimuli so the damage caused by these sea 

lice will be painful.  And it also leaves the fish open to secondary infections from other 

pathogens so it is highly likely that the body will be invaded by other diseases." 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/01/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
https://vimeo.com/386543346/fb6db48ba4
https://vimeo.com/386543346/fb6db48ba4
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/01/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/01/media-backgrounder-the-welfare-nightmare-of-scottish-salmon-.html
https://vimeo.com/386521635/f4bb68e082


"Because it is hidden under the water the public aren't aware of these issues," continued Dr. 

Sneddon (author of  a 2019 scientific paper published by the Royal Society).  "They don't 

know the real truth about salmon farming and the extent of the mortalities and the extent of 

disease.   I think if they knew there would be a massive outcry at the state of these animals 

and it just wouldn't be allowed."   

 

 
 

"It's all about money really - they want to make as much money as possible from these 

salmon," said Dr. Sneddon, a graduate from the University of Glasgow.  "And so in effect 

they will allow them to persist in the hope that when they harvest them these lesions aren't 

seen when they fillet them and prepare them.  These lesions starts as very small either 

bacterial infections or fungal infections or damage to the skin.  The extent of these lesions 

means that these fish have had this problem for a very long time."  

 

 

https://vimeo.com/386543346/fb6db48ba4
https://vimeo.com/386543346/fb6db48ba4
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/10.1098/rstb.2019.0290
https://vimeo.com/386528300/d6669c63fe
http://www.sebiology.org/docs/default-source/animal-section-candidate-cvs/lynne-sneddon.pdf?sfvrsn=2
https://vimeo.com/386528300/d6669c63fe
https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00548386.pdf


"When we look at these photos which have been released from the Government we can see 

these animals are in a terrible state and I would say this is totally unacceptable," continued 

Dr. Sneddon.  "These animals should have been removed and humanely killed well before 

they got into this situation.  We would never ever allow this in a laboratory.  In a laboratory  

aquarium we have very strict legislation.  Any animal showing signs of ill health which 

impairs their welfare are killed humanely immediately, they're euthenased.  And you would 

never get this in a public aquarium either - we would never have fish in this state.  The fact is 

that Scottish farming is allowing fish to persist in with diseases, lesions.  This is just not 

acceptable.  So if you were to interpret the Animal Welfare Act  that there is a duty of care, 

that they have to have responsibility, we should have really basically got these fish out and 

euthenased them at the first sign of ill health.  It's pretty gruesome stuff.  And again I would 

say that they should have never have got to this stage.  This is heavy duty suffering."  

 

 
 

"The state of this fish is horrifying," said Dr. Sneddon commenting on shocking evidence of 

suffering salmon at the Scottish Salmon Company's Vacasay farm in Loch Roag obtained by 

photographer Corin Smith and broadcast on the BBC One Show.   "If this was a terrestrial 

animal - a farmed animal such as a cow, pig, sheep, chicken - there would be a public outcry.  

This would not be allowed.  But because salmon are farmed under the water then all of this is 

hidden.   I think really that these fish should not be allowed to live in this kind of state." 

 

 
 

https://vimeo.com/386528300/d6669c63fe
https://vimeo.com/386528300/d6669c63fe
https://vimeo.com/386528300/d6669c63fe
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/18w0IDPZezAe3gVfFwrAqWe2ThWVVvouM
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/18w0IDPZezAe3gVfFwrAqWe2ThWVVvouM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BuNB-W8sTMg
https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00547046.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/the-damaged-scottish-salmon-company-for-sale-now.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BuNB-W8sTMg
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/18w0IDPZezAe3gVfFwrAqWe2ThWVVvouM


When asked whether farmed salmon in such a state should be certified via RSPCA Assured 

(as is the case for ca. 70% of Scottish salmon farming production), Dr. Sneddon replied: 

 

"Well, I've never ever been an RSPCA certifier.  Personally, in my own opinion as a scientist, 

'no' is the answer.  I would not say this is a welfare friendly practice."  

 

 
 

Don Staniford, Director of Scottish Salmon Watch, said:  

 

"It is painfully obvious that salmon are suffering from serious and systematic abuse both on 

factory farms and via mechanical treatments such as the Thermolicer.  There is a huge 

disconnect between the marketing of Scottish salmon as 'healthy', 'responsibly sourced' and 

'welfare friendly' via RSPCA Assured and the gruesome images of welfare abuse on salmon 

farms.  Scientific evidence surely dictates an immediate ban on mechanical treatments such 

as the Thermolicer.  The damning photographic evidence graphically illustrates unnecessary 

suffering, pain and widespread welfare problems on Scottish salmon farms.  Scottish 

Ministers are clearly failing to police the welfare nightmare that is salmon farming.  

Offenders must be prosecuted as a matter of urgency to end the torture and suffering."   

 

 

https://www.rspcaassured.org.uk/farm-animal-welfare/salmon-and-trout/
https://www.salmon-trout.org/2017/07/04/new-report-estimates-that-scottish-salmon-farming-mortalities-are-now-running-at-20-million-fish-a-year-despite-23rds-of-the-industry-being-certified-as-rspca-assured/
https://vimeo.com/386528300/d6669c63fe
https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/
https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0054/00549141.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/tcuk52i6qrpuw59/AABpH6fWZlodht51xTVSJxCXa?dl=0&preview=2013-0520+Crooie.pdf


Watch video footage of a Thermolicer in action on a Mowi salmon farm certified by RSPCA 

Assured in Loch Leven online here 

 

 
 

Edie Bowles, a solicitor with Advocates for Animals, said:  

 

"From the photographic evidence it appears that there is a strong legal case to answer.  

Farmed salmon are afforded protection from 'Unnecessary Suffering' under the Animal 

Health & Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006.  The photographs we have seen indicate systemic and 

obvious pain and suffering.  Welfare standards on salmon farms need to be improved in order 

to comply with the law."  

 

Read more via: 

Photo Dossier of Diseased, Deformed & Abused Scottish Salmon (February 2020) 

Media Backgrounder: The Welfare Nightmare of Scottish Salmon (February 2020) 

 

 

https://theferret.scot/supermarkets-salmon-companies-animal-welfare/
https://theferret.scot/supermarkets-salmon-companies-animal-welfare/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/10/video-exclusive-thermolicer-tortures-salmon-.html
https://advocates-for-animals.com/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/01/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/01/media-backgrounder-the-welfare-nightmare-of-scottish-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/10/video-exclusive-thermolicer-tortures-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/01/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/01/media-backgrounder-the-welfare-nightmare-of-scottish-salmon-.html


Next month (23 March) Scottish Salmon Watch will be attending a 'Focus on Fish' workshop 

hosted by the RSPCA at the University of Edinburgh [2]. 

 

 
 

Read more background on the RSPCA's certification of ca. 70% of Scottish salmon farming 

production as 'welfare-friendly' by RSPCA Assured (formerly Freedom Food) via: "New 

report estimates that Scottish salmon farming mortalities are now running at 20 million fish a 

year despite 2/3rds of the industry being certified as RSPCA Assured" 

 

 

https://www.rspca.org.uk/webContent/staticImages/Downloads/RADFishMeetingAdvert.pdf
https://www.rspca.org.uk/webContent/staticImages/Downloads/RADFishMeetingAdvert.pdf
https://www.salmon-trout.org/2017/07/04/new-report-estimates-that-scottish-salmon-farming-mortalities-are-now-running-at-20-million-fish-a-year-despite-23rds-of-the-industry-being-certified-as-rspca-assured/
https://www.salmon-trout.org/2017/07/04/new-report-estimates-that-scottish-salmon-farming-mortalities-are-now-running-at-20-million-fish-a-year-despite-23rds-of-the-industry-being-certified-as-rspca-assured/
https://www.salmon-trout.org/2017/07/04/new-report-estimates-that-scottish-salmon-farming-mortalities-are-now-running-at-20-million-fish-a-year-despite-23rds-of-the-industry-being-certified-as-rspca-assured/
https://twitter.com/salmonresearch/status/1222161107583950848
https://www.salmon-trout.org/2017/07/04/new-report-estimates-that-scottish-salmon-farming-mortalities-are-now-running-at-20-million-fish-a-year-despite-23rds-of-the-industry-being-certified-as-rspca-assured/


Contact: 

 

Don Staniford: 07771 541826 (salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com) 

 

Notes to Editors: 

 

[1] 

 

 
 

 

 

mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/integrative-biology/staff/lynne-sneddon/
https://news.liverpool.ac.uk/2019/09/25/fish-experience-pain-with-striking-similarity-to-mammals/


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/integrative-biology/staff/lynne-sneddon/publications/
https://www.practicalfishkeeping.co.uk/fishkeeping-news/does-the-rose-review-change-our-perspective-on-fish-pain/
https://www.petgazette.biz/7782-blue-planet-aquarium-to-trial-worlds-first-automated-fish-health-monitor/
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/10.1098/rstb.2019.0290
https://livrepository.liverpool.ac.uk/3021148/
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/integrative-biology/staff/lynne-sneddon/publications/
https://jeb.biologists.org/content/218/7/967
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/integrative-biology/staff/lynne-sneddon/publications/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/B9780123745538000836?via=ihub


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/integrative-biology/staff/lynne-sneddon/publications/
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/integrative-biology/staff/lynne-sneddon/publications/
https://academic.oup.com/ilarjournal/article/50/4/338/868660
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/9780470697610.ch4
https://animalstudiesrepository.org/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=https://www.google.com/&httpsredir=1&article=1004&context=acwp_aff
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0168159106003005?via=ihub
https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/integrative-biology/staff/lynne-sneddon/publications/
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/10.1098/rspb.2003.2349
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/10.1098/rspb.2003.2349


 

 

[2] Next month (23 March 2020) the RSPCA hosts a 'Focus on Fish' Workshop at the 

University of Edinburgh: 

 

 
 

 

 
 

https://www.rspca.org.uk/webContent/staticImages/Downloads/RADFishMeetingAdvert.pdf
https://www.rspca.org.uk/webContent/staticImages/Downloads/RADFishMeetingAdvert.pdf
https://www.rspca.org.uk/webContent/staticImages/Downloads/RADFishMeetingAdvert.pdf
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1220696089407430656


 
 

 

 

https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1220696089407430656
https://www.rspcaassured.org.uk/farm-animal-welfare/salmon-and-trout/


Read more via "The Faces of Scottish Salmon - the Ugly Truth Exposed" (February 2020) 

 

 

 
 

 

More background via:  

2020 Vision for Scottish Salmon 

The Case Against Scottish Salmon  

“Responsibly Sourced” Are supermarkets facing a crisis of credibility? 

Health Warnings for Farmed Salmon - Supermarkets Challenged to Introduce Plain 

Packaging Like Tobacco! 

Salmon farming firm under fire over fish welfare after 700,000 deaths 

EXPOSED: Photo Disclosures Opens Floodgates to More Diseased & Deformed Scottish 

Salmon 

Welfare Abuse at Scottish salmon farms - Why No Legal Enforcement or Prosecutions? 

‘Sick’ salmon film prompts government probe into Scottish fish farm 

The Sorry State of Scottish Salmon Farming in 2018 

Dirty Secrets Lurking Under Scottish Salmon's Lice Skirt 

Named: supermarkets selling salmon from ‘poor’ welfare firms 

Legal Complaint Vs Breaches of Animal Health & Welfare (Scotland) Act 

Horror photos of farmed salmon spark legal threat 

Scottish Salmon Farming 101  

25 Reasons to Boycott Scottish Salmon 

New report estimates that Scottish salmon farming mortalities are now running at 20 million 

fish a year despite 2/3rds of the industry being certified as RSPCA Assured 

RSPCA Assured certification of Scottish farmed salmon 

Freedom Foods 'failing to crack down' on poor salmon farming standards  

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/01/the-faces-of-scottish-salmon-the-ugly-truth-exposed.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-2020-vision-21-jan-2020.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-the-case-against-scottish-salmon-6-jan-2020.pdf
https://www.salmon-trout.org/2019/12/09/responsibly-sourced-are-supermarkets-facing-a-crisis-of-credibility/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/11/health-warning-for-farmed-salmon-retailers-challenged-to-introduce-plain-packaging-like-tobacco-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/11/health-warning-for-farmed-salmon-retailers-challenged-to-introduce-plain-packaging-like-tobacco-.html
https://theferret.scot/mowi-fish-farming-deaths/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/10/exposed-photo-disclosures-reveals-diseased-deformed-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/10/exposed-photo-disclosures-reveals-diseased-deformed-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/09/welfare-abuse-at-scottish-salmon-farms-why-no-legal-action.html
https://theferret.scot/shieldaig-salmon-farm-probe/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-sorry-state-of-salmon-farming-in-2018-25-march-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-dirty-secrets-lurking-under-scottish-salmons-lice-skirt-7-sept-2018.pdf
https://theferret.scot/supermarkets-salmon-companies-animal-welfare/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/07/legal-complaint-vs-breaches-of-animal-health-welfare-scotland-act-.html
https://theferret.scot/pictures-diseases-farmed-fish/?utm_source=push
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/scottish-salmon-farming-101.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/03/25-reasons-to-boycott-scottish-salmon.html
https://www.salmon-trout.org/2017/07/04/new-report-estimates-that-scottish-salmon-farming-mortalities-are-now-running-at-20-million-fish-a-year-despite-23rds-of-the-industry-being-certified-as-rspca-assured/
https://www.salmon-trout.org/2017/07/04/new-report-estimates-that-scottish-salmon-farming-mortalities-are-now-running-at-20-million-fish-a-year-despite-23rds-of-the-industry-being-certified-as-rspca-assured/
https://www.salmon-trout.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/RSPCA_Assured_report_2017_FINAL.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2013/jan/16/freedom-foods-salmon-farming-standards
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/01/the-faces-of-scottish-salmon-the-ugly-truth-exposed.html

