Global Alliance Against Industrial Aquaculture, 8 May 2013
Lethal Scottish Farmed Salmon: Serial Seal-Killers Named & Shamed!

Scotland’s seal killing salmon farms are finally named and shamed following a Freedom of
Information disclosure forced on the Scottish Government by the Scottish Information
Commissioner. The damning data reveals that over half of the salmon farms in Scotland
killed seals as a “last resort’ even though only 13% of sites have predator nets installed!

The worst offenders are the Norwegian-owned companies Hjaltland (Grieg Seafood),
Scottish Sea Farms (Leroy/Salmar), Marine Harvest (Meridian/Morpol) and the Scottish
Salmon Company. GAAIA is now writing to retailers and the U.S. Government urging a
boycott of ‘seal-unfriendly’ farmed salmon.
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FOI data disclosed late yesterday (7 May) reveals that salmon farms in Orkney & the North
Coast, Shetland, Western Isles and on the West Coast of Scotland killed a total of 346 seals
(93 common seals and 253 grey seals). During 2011 and the first six months of 2012, 112
different salmon farms killed at least one seal — representing 52% of the 215 active salmon
farms in Scotland. Fifteen salmon farms accounted for over a third (37%) of the killings —
with the *Seven Deadliest Salmon Farms’ accounting for a quarter of all killings:
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18 seals killed — Hjaltland: Lax Firth, Shetland (#333)

14 seals killed — Scottish Sea Farms: Veantrow Bay, Orkney (#860)

14 seals killed — Lakeland Marine (Meridian): Loch Melfort, West Scotland (#629)
13 seals killed — Scottish Salmon Company: Loch Roag, Western Isles (#752)

11 seals killed — Scottish Sea Farms: Bring Head, Scapa Flow, Orkney (#1023)

10 seals killed — Marine Harvest: Loch Sunart, West Scotland (#413)

8 seals killed — Northern Isles Salmon (Meridian): Rousay Sound, Orkney (#645)

Download the data online now for 2011 and 2012 and other documents online here

The disclosure comes despite over 12 months of complaints, refusals and delays from both
the Scottish Salmon Producers Organisation (SSPO) and the Scottish Government. In
December 2012, the SSPO wrote to the Scottish Government claiming that the release of the
names of the seal-killing salmon farms would “have a direct impact on the market success of


http://donstaniford.typepad.com/scottish_salmons_seal_kil/2013/05/scottish-salmons-seal-killers-.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/scottish_salmons_seal_kil/2013/05/scottish-salmons-seal-killers-.html
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/09/8092/downloads
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2012/09/8092/downloads
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-reply-may-2013-excel-data-2011.xls
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-reply-may-2013-excel-data-2012-1.xls
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/scottish_salmons_seal_kil/2013/05/scottish-salmons-seal-killers-.html
http://www.robedwards.com/2013/04/scottish-government-ordered-to-name-seal-shooting-salmon-farms.html

their products” (read the SSPO’s letter in full online here). In January 2013, the Scottish
Information Commissioner delayed disclosure to investigate a complaint of death threats.

Back in June 2012 (following the original FOI request in April 2012 filed by GAAIA) the
Scottish Government named the salmon farming companies killing seals but refused to name
the specific sites leading to an appeal to the Scottish Information Commissioner. Thanks to
rulings in November 2012 and April 2013 upholding freedom of information the general
public now know the identity of the salmon farms across Scotland slaughtering seals.

GAAIA also published damning data (obtained from Marine Scotland in March 2013)
naming all 169 salmon farm sites in Scotland WITHOUT predator nets (download data
online here). The Scottish Government admitted in a FOI reply in September 2012 that 87%
of Scottish salmon farms do not even have predator nets — explaining that installing predator
nets “requires employing extra trained staff and regular net maintenance and cleaning which
costs money and eats into profit margins”. Another FOI reply from the Scottish Government
in March 2013 detailed the 47 salmon farms with predator nets — although only 37 sites were
operational and only 25 sites used the predator nets continuously (12 sites kept the nets in
storage).

Faced with a barrage of bad publicity in British Columbia, Marine Harvest Canada installed
predator nets at a cost of $250,000 per farm but Marine Harvest and other companies have
continued to cut corners in Scotland. If the 169 salmon farms without predator nets in
Scotland installed predator nets it would cost the salmon farming industry £27 million ($42.5
million).
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“Cheap and nasty Scottish farmed salmon leaves a bad taste in the mouth,” said Don
Staniford of the Global Alliance Against Industrial Aquaculture. “Scottish salmon farmers
find it cheaper to buy bullets than install predator nets. Consumers have blood on their hands
when buying lethally farmed Scottish salmon — even RSPCA-certified ‘Freedom Food’
salmon and ‘responsible’ salmon certified by the Aquaculture Stewardship Council and
WWE. Thanks to the Scottish Information Commissioner the public, chefs and supermarkets
can now choose to boycott trigger—happy salmon farms which kill seals.”

“When you buy Scottish salmon you pay for bullets to shoot seals,” said John Robins,
Secretary to the Save Our Seals Fund. “It is ludicrous and shameful that the Scottish
Government is freely issuing licences to allow salmon farmers to kill seals when, by the
Governments’ own admission, the vast majority of these floating factory fish farms do not



http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/sspo-letter-december-2012-market-success.jpg
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/home-news/information-commissioner-backtracks-on-naming-salmon-farms-that-kill-seals-after-death-threat.19897801
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/sic-letter-re-delay-9-jan-2013.pdf
http://www.superheroes4salmon.org/sites/default/files/files/Seal%20Killers%20Named%20and%20Shamed.pdf
http://www.superheroes4salmon.org/sites/default/files/files/FOI%20correspondence%20on%20seal%20killings.pdf
http://www.superheroes4salmon.org/sites/default/files/files/FOI%20correspondence%20on%20seal%20killings.pdf
http://www.superheroes4salmon.org/sites/default/files/files/FOI%20appeal%20to%20Scottish%20Information%20Commissioner%20June%202012.pdf
http://www.itspublicknowledge.info/uploadedFiles/Decision193-2012.pdf
http://www.robedwards.com/2013/04/scottish-government-ordered-to-name-seal-shooting-salmon-farms.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-reply-march-2013-no-predator-nets-169-farms.xls
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/marine-scotland-foi-on-predator-nets-september-2012.pdf
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-reply-march-2013-predator-nets-in-place.xls
http://www.farmedanddangerous.org/salmon-farming-problems/environmental-impacts/marine-mammal-deaths/
http://www.marineharvestcanada.com/news101711.php
http://salmonfarmingkills.com/killing-farms
http://salmonfarmingkills.com/killer-panda
http://www.saveoursealsfund.org/

use proper anti-predator nets. When the Scottish Government and RSPCA Freedom Foods
claim that seals are only shot as a ‘last resort’ they are lying. They are lying to the public and
colluding with the salmon farmers in the killing of seals in Scottish waters. The Scottish
Government and RSPCA Freedom Foods should insist that salmon farmers deploy and
maintain proper seal exclusion nets.”
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“The only truly ‘Scottish’ thing about the Norwegian-owned salmon farming industry
operating in Scotland may be that the industry is too cheap to install predator nets,” continued
Staniford. “These damning figures blow the industry’s claim that seals are only shot as a
‘last resort’ out of the water. The bloody truth is that 4 out of 5 salmon farms do not even
have predator nets and are killing seals unnecessarily. Shame on the salmon farming industry
and shame on supermarkets for buying farmed and dangerous Scottish salmon”
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Following yesterday’s FOI reply the Scottish Government immediately posted new data on
Scotland’s seal killers online (read 2012 seal killings online here; read 2011 seal killings
online here).

Today, GAAIA is writing once again to all supermarkets asking them to stop sourcing farmed
salmon from all seal-killing salmon farms in Scotland. A letter will also be sent today (8
May) to the US Department of Commerce repeating the call to ban seal-unfriendly Scottish
farmed salmon under the Marine Mammal Protection Act.


http://www.scotland.gov.uk/topics/marine/licensing/seallicensing
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/Licensing/SealLicensing/Returns2012
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/Licensing/SealLicensing/2011/Returns
http://www.superheroes4salmon.org/sites/default/files/files/Supermarket%20letter%20june%202012.pdf
http://www.superheroes4salmon.org/sites/default/files/files/MMPA%20letters%20to%20US%20Government%281%29.pdf

Read more background via “Scottish Salmon’s Seal Killers Named & Shamed!” and “Victory
for Freedom of Information - Seal Killers in Scotland Named & Shamed by 7 May!”

More details via “The Killing Farms” and “Killer Panda”

Contacts:

Don Staniford (GAAIA): dstaniford@gaaia.org (email to arrange a phone call — currently in
Canada)

John Robins (Save Our Seals Fund & Animal Concern): 01389 841111 and 07721 605521

Notes to Editors:
[1] Download the data online here for 2012 and 2011
Here’s the FOI reply from the Scottish Government yesterday (5.31pm UK time).

Attached: || etter to D Staniford.doc 468 KB1; B Seal Returns 2011 - Fol Response.ds (43 kB); 2] seal Returns 2012 - Fol Response.ds (36 KB

From: Andrew.Kent@scotland.gsi.gov.uk [mailto: Andrew.Kent@scotland.gsi.gov.uk]
Sent: 07 May 2013 09:31

To: salmenfarmingkills@gmail.com

Subject: Decision 193/2012

Dear Mr Staniford,

Please find attached letter and excel spread sheets.

Regards

Andrew Kent
Marine Mammals Policy Officer

Marine Scotland
Rm. 1A South
Victoria Quay
EDINBURGH
EH6 6QQ



http://donstaniford.typepad.com/scottish_salmons_seal_kil/2013/05/scottish-salmons-seal-killers-.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2013/04/victory-for-freedom-of-information-seal-killers-in-scotland-named-shamed-by-7-may.html
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2013/04/victory-for-freedom-of-information-seal-killers-in-scotland-named-shamed-by-7-may.html
http://salmonfarmingkills.com/killing-farms
http://salmonfarmingkills.com/killer-panda
mailto:dstaniford@gaaia.org
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-reply-may-2013-excel-data-2012-1.xls
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/foi-reply-may-2013-excel-data-2011.xls
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Yourref:
Qurref:  FOI12/00534

7 May 2013

Dear Mr Staniford

| refer to your original request of 3 April 2012 underthe Freedom of Information (Scotland)
Act 2002, the decision by the Scottish Information Commissioner of 26 November 2012 and

the Commissioner's subsequent letter of 23 April 2013 announcing Enforcement of Decision
193/2012.

In compliance with the Commissioner's Decision 193/2012 and subsequent letteron its
enforcement, | attach two tables, which set out the information that Marine Scotland holds on

how many seals were killed by which fish farming companies at which sites during 2011 and
the first half of 2012 respectively.

Please note that the Table for 2012 includes the complete figures forthe second quarter for
ease of reference.

In line with recommendations in the Decision, the information has been consolidated into the
two tables for disclosure.

Yours sincerely

IAN WALKER
Marine Environment
T
Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6Q0Q 2) Vv W .
www scotland.gov uk/marinescotiand g T
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Quarter 1
Licence Mo: Licence Name: Site
OMCAZ0A20 Marthern Izles Salmaon Led FS/0537
2 A FS/0303
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FSi0140
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v = FSI0693
Shetland Total
WIDG 2072 Marine Harvest F3SM033
T " FSi0502
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2011 Returns

Licence No:
OMCI2011M

OMCTNZ0T

Licence Name:
Morthern |sles Salmon Ltd

Scottish Sea Farms

Orkney and Morth Coast Total
Lakeland Unst Ltd - Hoganess Salmon Ltd - Marthern lsles Salmon L FSI0EEE

SOWZ0THW
SO22011M

SO0
SOTE20TIMN

S0s2011M
Shetland Total
032011

SOl 20T

S IOERZ 0T
SO0 T

SN2 0010

Bound Skerries Seafood Ltd

Baltalsland Seafare Ltd
Hizitland Seafarms Led

Scottish Sea Farms

The Scattizh Salmon Company [prev West Minch Salmon)
The Scattizh Salmon Company [prev West Minch Salmon)

Marine Harvest (Lewis & Harris)
Scattish Salmon Company (Loch Foag)

Loch Ouart Ltd

Western Isles Total

SWOZ0TI
ShWORIZ0TI

Lakeland Marine Farm
Scattish Salmon Company

South West Total
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Lakeland Marine Farm Ltd

Scottish Salmon Company [Loch Portree]
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Dawnfresh Farming Lid

Secottish Sea Farms [Scotland Region]

Scottish Salmon Company (Loch Tarridan]
Scottish Salman Company (Mull)

Marine Harvest combined

¥est Scotland Toral

SCOTLAND TOTAL
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2011 Returns

Quarter 3 Quarter 4
Licence No:- Licence Name: Site Common Grey Site Common Grey
OMNCIW20T  Morthern lsles Salmon Lid FSi10z0 1 FSI0645 G
i 5 FSM0537 2
OMCTH2071 Scattish Sea Farms FSM023 2 FSHozs 4
" i FSI0560 3
Orkney and North Coast Total 1] 3 1] 21
SOW2011 Lakeland Unst Ltd - Hoganess Salmon Ltd - Morthern Isles Salmon Ltd
SO2020110 Baound Skerriez Seafoad Ltd FSi0433 1 FS0310 1
b b FSi0310 1
SOSZ20110 Baltalsland Seafare Ltd FSi0T17 3 FS0717 1
SOTIZ0T0 Hjaitland Seafarms Ltd FSi0z232 1 FSMOZT 1
i % FSit14 3 FSM0333 1 2
FSi0T13 1 F5H033 2
FS0356 1 FS0s01 1
FSiI0377 1 FSi0140 1
FSi040 z
FSi1033 1
FSI0333 2
FSi0s01 3
FSI0375 1
i " FSi0TE4 1
SOS20710 Secottish Sea Farms FSi0032 2 FSM0E05 1 1
il " FSi0633 2 FSM0E33 1
Site no not pravided (Mang 7|
Shetland Total 0 27 2 1
Sl0E2071 The Scattish Salmon Company [prev West Minch Salman) FSH256 1 1
w0207 The Scottizh Salmon Company [prew wWest Minch Salmon] FSI06355 z2 1
WOG2 0T Marine Harvest [Lewis & Harris) FSi0954 1
Sl 052071 Seattish Salmon Company [Lach Roag) FSM103 2 F5l0327 5]
il FSi0d411 3 F30T52 2
FSi0752 E
w2071 Loch Duart Led FSioovz 2 FSi0ovz 1
g " Site no mat pn 1 1
Western Isles Total q 13 3 10
SWOTIZ0MM Lakeland Marine Farm
S OS20M1" Scattish Salmon Company FSH013 1 FSi0133 4
South West Total 1 1] 4 1]
b SOGI207T 0w Lakeland Marine Farm Ltd FSM0623 3 FSM0356 4
i " FSi0d64 2 FSM0E23 1
W SOS20T Scottish Salman Company (Lach Partres) FS070S 1
i " FSi0550 1
S0 20 Marth 'est Salmon Management Group Siite no ot pro 1 Site na not pn 2
i ' FSM0057 1
W S0 DOawnfresh Farming Led FSioo40 1 FSi0o40 1
# b FSM1om 1
WSS 20T Scottish Sea Farms [Scotland Region) FSi0E34 1 FSM0E16 2
W STG 20T Scottish Salmon Company (Loch Tarridan)] F5i0534 1
b S1S 20711 Scottish Salmon Company (Mull) F5i0533 1 FSi0833 1
i - FSI0E1T 1 FSI0E1T 1
W S2 W20 Marine Harvest combined FSi0d413 3 4 FSM0z43 1 1
" Y FSi0z52 1 FSi0413 1
FSI0513 2 FSi001s 1
FSi0z47 1 1
FSM0605 1
FSi0252 1 1
FSi0513 1 1
FSI0E02 1
Yest Scotland Total 13 i 15 13
SCOTLAND TOTAL 18 51 24 55

To decipher the codes and find out which salmon farms kill seals you need to download the
Scottish Government’s ‘Internet Based Register of Authorised Aquaculture Production
Businesses and Processing Establishments’. The ‘Seven Deadliest Salmon Farms’ (#s 333,
413, 629, 645, 752, 860 and 1023) are listed as follows:



http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/science/Publications/publicationslatest/farmedfish/apbs
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/science/Publications/publicationslatest/farmedfish/apbs

Marine Harvest (Scotland) Ltd BT e R b

Shapinsay Scottish Sea Farms Ltd

St Office 3 Terminal Building ~ onngflead
Glenborrodale Old Kirkwall Pier Office 3 Terminal Building
Acharacle Kirkwall Orkney Od Kirkwall Pier
Highland KWA5 1HU Kirkwall Orkney
PH3E 4JP KWA1E 1HU
Veant Bay Ork
Loch Sunart TR R Bring Head Scapa Flow
FS0860
FS0413 FS1023
HY&01213
MME435590 HY273022
The Scottish Salmon Company M_eridian Salmon Farms Lid
Taranaish Kirk Moust
East Loch Roag Rousay
Breasclete Pier, Breasclete Orkney
Isle of Lewis
HE2 gDy EMWAT 2PR
Loch Rog An Ear south of Aird Taranais Lewis Western Isles Rousay Sound Rousay
FS0752 F50645
NB177372 HY443291
Meridian Salmon Farms (Argyll) Ltd  Hjaltland Seafarms Ltd
Fall Ma Gille East Voe Laxfirth
Units 283 Wadb?ster Shore Base
Tigh Mhicleoid Wadblater
Loch Nell St Lochgilphead Girlsta, Shetland
PA31 8JL ZE2 95Q
Laoch Melfort in Lax Firth west of Houbie Shetland
FS0629 F50333
MNMTT4078 HU449482

[2] Read the SSPQO’s letter online here


http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/sspo-letter-december-2012-market-success.jpg
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Willie Cowan

Marine Scotland
Scottish Government
Victoria Quay 1-B
Edinburgh EHg 600

December 87 2012
DearWillie

Information Commissioner Decision 193/2012

Following the recent decision by the Information Commissioner to permit the disclosure of
locations where seals have been shot at salmon farms, | have been asked to write to you on
behalf of S5PO members.

Cur membership is extremely dismayed by this decision and believes it will have a direct
impact on the safety of their employees and on the market success of their products. Don
Staniford stated in this week's media that “the consumer now has the opportunity to boycott
salmon from the named farms”™.

Bearing this additional information in mind, SSPO member companies would expect the
Scottish Government automatically to appeal this decision.

Could you please confirm that this is your intention?

Yours sincerely,

 Qalp

SCOTT LANDSBURGH
Chief Executive

Read SSPQO’s policy on predators online here including the SSPO briefing paper “Seals &
Salmon Farms: Not Always the Story of the Cute Cuddly Seal” (December 2012)

The report above refers to a RSPCA press release (undated) on shooting seals — which
includes: “The shooting of one seal is still one too many and the RSPCA and Freedom Food
are working closely with the Salmon, Aquaculture and Seals Working Group (of which we
were founder members) to try and find new ways to reduce the use of a lethal method of
predator control to zero.”



http://www.scottishsalmon.co.uk/science/predators.aspx
http://www.scottishsalmon.co.uk/userFiles/777/Seals_and_salmon_farms_15-10-12.pdf
http://www.scottishsalmon.co.uk/userFiles/777/Seals_and_salmon_farms_15-10-12.pdf
https://www.rspca.org.uk/freedomfood/newsandevents/pressreleases/archive/-/article/FF_NR_Shooting_of_Seals

In 2008, The Guardian reported via “RSPCA warns Scottish salmon farmers to shoot fewer
seals”: “Salmon farmers could be expelled from one of the UK's leading animal welfare
schemes if they continue shooting seals in large numbers, after scientists warned that
common seals are suffering a catastrophic decline. The RSPCA is to warn more than 80 fish
farms that are members of its Freedom Foods welfare accreditation scheme that they must
curb the practice or face losing their valuable membership of the scheme. The retailer
Sainsbury's has also promised it will phase out suppliers associated with seal shooting after
the Guardian revealed that common seal numbers fell by a quarter last year in some parts of
the UK and by 50% over the past five years in others.”

Read more details on the SSPO’s lethal shoot-to-kill policy via “SSPO condemns freedom of
information decision on seal killings” (Fish Update, 26 April 2013)

[3] Information on salmon farms with and without predators nets was obtained in March &
April 2013 via separate FOI requests — read the data detailing the 169 salmon farm sites in
Scotland WITHOUT predator nets online here; read the data detailing the 47 salmon farm

sites in Scotland WITH predators nets online here.

From: Ian.Walker@scotiand. gsi.gov.uk [mailto:Ian.Walker@scotland.gsi.gov.uk]
Sent: 24 April 2013 00:08

To: salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com

Cc: Andrew.Kent@scotland.gsi.gov.uk; Morag.Campbell2@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
Subject: Fol/13/00464 - Fish Farms without Anti-predator Nets

Dear Mr Staniford

Thank vou for vour e-mail request of 22 March 2013 for information under the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 and the Environmental Information (Scotland) Regulations
2004 about seal licensing, as below.

As the information vou have requested is ‘environmental information” for the purposes of the Environmental Information (Scotland) Regulations 2004 (EIRs). we are required to deal
with your request under those Regulations. We are therefore applying the exemption at section 39(2) of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 (FOISA), so that we do not also
have to deal with vour request under FOISA_ As the exemption is conditional we have applied the “public interest test’. This means we have, in all the circumstances of this case,
considered if the public interest in disclosing the information under FOISA outweighs the public interest in applying the exemption. We have found that. on balance. the public interest
lies in favour of upholding the exemption, because there is no public interest in dealing with the same request under two different regimes. This is essentially a technical point and has no
material effect on the outcome of yvour request.

You requested the names of the companies which operate the sites listed in a previous response dealing with salmon farms in Scotland without anti-predator nets.

This information is already publicly available on the Scottish Government web-site at the following link:-

http/www scotland . gov.ule Topics/marine/science/Publications/publicationslatest/ farmedfish/apbs

If vou check the individual site registration numbers against this list vou can easily find out the name of the relevant operating company.

If vou are unhappy with this response to yvour request, you may request that we undertake an intemal review, by writing to Graeme Dickson. Director-General Enterprise. Environment
and Digital. GW 10, St Andrews House, Edinburgh EH1 3DG. Y our request should explain why vou wish a review to be carried out, and should be made within 40 working days of
receipt of this e-mail. and we will reply within 20 working davs of receipt. If vou are not happy with the result of the review. you then have the right to make a formal complaint to the
Scottish Information Commissioner.

I hope this is helpful.

Tan Walker

Marine Scotland

Marine Planning & Policy

Area 1A-South

Victoria Quay

Edinburgh

EH6 6QQ

0131 244 6568

0131 244 7613

ian walker@scotland gsi gov.uk
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From: Don Staniford [mailto: salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com]
Sent: 22 March 2013 14:04

To: Walker Iw (Ian)
Cc: Kent A (Andrew); Campbell M (Morag) (MARLAB)
Subject: RE: Fol/13/00282 Fish Farms without Anti-predator Nets

Ian,
Thanks for the information. Could vou please list the companies who operate the 169 sites named?

Please consider this an official request for information under the appropriate FOI regulations if necessary.

Don
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From: lan.Walker@scotland.gsi.gov.uk [mailto:Tan.Walker@scotland.gsi.gov.uk]
Sent: 22 March 2013 02:57
To: salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com

Cc: Andrew.Kent@scotland.gsi.gov.uk; Morag.Campbell2@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
Subject: FoI/13/00282 Fish Farms without Anti-predator Nets

Dear Mr Staniford

Thank vou for vour e-mail request of 21 February 2013 for information under the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 and the Environmental Information (Scotland)
Regulations 2004 about seal licensing. as below.

As the information you have requested is ‘environmental information” for the purposes of the Environmental Information (Scotland) Regulations 2004 (EIRs). we are required to deal
with your request under those Regulations. We are therefore applying the exemption at section 39(2) of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 (FOISA), so that we do not also
have to deal with vour request under FOISA. As the exemption is conditional we have applied the “public interest test”. This means we have, in all the circumstances of this case,
considered if the public interest in disclosing the information under FOISA outweighs the public interest in applving the exemption. We have found that. on balance. the public interest
lies in favour of upholding the exemption, because there is no public interest in dealing with the same request under two different regimes. This is essentially a technical point and has no
material effect on the outcome of your request.

You requested the names of all salmon farms in Scotland without anti-predator nets.

Marine Scotland only has information on the presence/absence of anti-predator nets in respect of those fish farm sites. which are included in applications for seal licences. This information
was extracted from a survey of sites requesting such licences and has been used to compile the attached list of individual fish farm sites (attached), which are either not using anti-
predator nets or do not hold such nets in storage for use if and when seals become a problem. We have no information on those fish farm sites not involved in seeking a seal licence.

All fish farms. which have submitted applications for a seal licence. already employ at least one and many a range of non-lethal measures. The non-lethal measure that is generally considered
to be most effective against seals is tensioned nets, which although actually designed to keep fish contained also help to keep seals out. Almost all fish farms secking a seal licence have such
nets installed. In addition to this. almost two thirds of fish farms seeking a seal licence use acoustic deterrents and seal blinds and a fifth use anti-predator nets. There are, however. a number
of restrictions on the ability of fish farms to make use of some non-lethal measures, usually due to their potential impact on other marine species.

In this context, the issue with anti-predator nets is that they are indiscriminate. They have a tendency not simply to exclude but to entangle and drown a range of predators including seabirds,
otters, seals, porpoises and dolphins. This usually involves a very slow and lingering death for the animals concemned. This is the reason that the Scottish Government, supported by Scottish

Natural Heritage. does not insist on their use at all fish farms. The RSPCA endorsed this view in an article in the Press and Jounal on 18 September 2012. This is the principal reason for the
limited use of anti-predator nets at fish farms (onlv 20% of sites have such nets).

In addition to such significant concems, there are also a range of different views on the relative effectiveness of various non-lethal measures, including anti-predator nets and none have, to
date, entirely eliminated the risk of seal predation.

In these circumstances, it would not be appropriate for Marine Scotland to consider anti-predator nets as best practice in predator control that should be adopted across all fish farm sites. The
widespread use of anti-predator nets elsewhere has had unfortunate consequences:-

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/story/2007/04/20/bc-sea-lions. html

In circumstances, where anti-predator nets either cannot be deployed because of the risk to other species or have already proved ineffective in excluding seals, itis, sadly, sometimes
necessary to shoot seals as a last resort.

Marine Scotland is working closely with scientists and the indusiry to develop effective and practical new non-lethal measures to protect fish farms from seal predation.
If you are unhappy with this response to your request, you may request that we undertake an intemal review, by writing to Graeme Dickson, Director-General Enterprise, Environment and
Digital, GW 10, St Andrews House, Edinburgh EH1 3DG. Your request should explain why you wish a review to be carried out, and should be made within 40 working days of receipt of this

e-mail, and we will reply within 20 working days of receipt. If you are not happy with the result of the review, you then have the right to make a formal complaint to the Scottish Information
Commissioner.

I hope this is helpful.

Read a letter detailing a Scottish Government survey on predator nets online here — including:

2011/12 Survey - Anti-Predator Nets

A total of 13% of fish farms actively use anti-predator nets and a further 7% have anti-predator nets
in storage, making 20% in total (36 out of 175 responses). A number of reasons were offered for not
using such nets but the most significant by far at 70% was related either solely or partly to possible


http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/marine-scotland-foi-on-predator-nets-september-2012.pdf

impacts on wildlife. It should be noted that properly installed and maintained high-tension seal
exclusion nets should not harm seals or other marine mammals. However this requires employing
extra trained staff and regular net maintenance and cleaning which costs money and eats into profit
margins.

Survey results showing reasons fish farms did
not use Anti-Predator Nets

@ Wildlife

1%

m Wildlife and others
including practicality and

diver hazard
OIneffectiveness

O Practicality, including lice
treatment, foyer ring
compatibility etc.

m Kept in storage to be used
if needed

@ Mot needed

B Mo reason given

38% O Cost

Read more via The Sunday Times article “Fish Farms in Shooting Seals Row” (16 September
2012)

[4] In June 2012 and in October 2011, GAAIA wrote to the U.S. Department of Commerce
urging a boycott of Scottish farmed salmon via the Marine Mammal Protection Act.

[5] A poll conducted in 2009 revealed that the majority of people in the UK believe that
supermarkets should refuse to buy farmed salmon from companies which kill seals:

58% believe that High Street retailers should not buy salmon from any suppliers that kill UK
seals’ with only 15% disagreeing.

52% of people buying salmon products said they would be prepared to pay more for them to
stop UK seals being killed, with only 17% disagreeing. 61% of women polled said they
would be prepared to pay more.

“With the majority of people supporting a change in the law to protect seals and believing


http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/sunday-times-16-september-2012.jpg
http://www.superheroes4salmon.org/sites/default/files/files/MMPA%20letters%20to%20US%20Government%281%29.pdf
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/.a/6a016766faffa0970b017744c3c521970d-pi

that High Street retailers should not buy salmon from producers that shoot seals, the tide is
turning against the routine Killing of our seals” said Andy Ottaway of the Seal Protection
Action Group, “Even in these harsh economic times over half of the salmon buying public
said they would be prepared to pay more for salmon products to stop seals being killed”.

Read more via “New poll shows UK public want salmon without seal Killings”

GAAIA wrote in June 2012 to retailers asking them if they sourced farmed salmon from
farms where marine mammals have been killed. Read the letter in full online here

Read previous correspondence with the U.S. Government calling for a ban on imports of
farmed salmon - online here

[6] Read more background on the companies named and shamed for killing seals online here

The serial seal killers include the Norwegian multinationals Marine Harvest (now also
owners of Meridian following their takeover of Morpol), Grieg Seafood (owners of
Hjaltland), Leroy and Salmar (owners of Scottish Seafarms) as well as The Scottish Salmon
Company (owned by a Swiss bank and registered on the Oslo stock exchange in Norway) and
the Scottish-owned Loch Duart which supplied the Queen’s diamond jubilee luncheon with
farmed salmon as well as the royal wedding of Prince William and Kate Middleton.

Marine Harvest:
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Marine Harvest, the world’s largest salmon farming company, is owned by Norway’s richest
man John Fredriksen who is ranked 87" on the Forbes ‘World’s Billionnaires’ list with a
fortune of $11.5 billion. In 2005, following the slaughter of seals in Loch Alsh ‘Special of
Area of Conservation’, Marine Harvest claimed that the slaughter of seals was “a last resort”.



http://www.fishfarmer-magazine.com/news/fullstory.php/aid/1859/New_poll_shows_UK_public_want_salmon_without_seal_killings.html
http://www.superheroes4salmon.org/sites/default/files/files/Supermarket%20letter%20june%202012.pdf
http://www.superheroes4salmon.org/sites/default/files/files/MMPA%20letters%20to%20US%20Government%281%29.pdf
http://www.superheroes4salmon.org/sites/default/files/files/Seal%20Killers%20Named%20and%20Shamed.pdf
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http://marineharvest.com/
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However, local tourist operator Nigel Smith testified that “their strategy appears to be to
shoot every seal that comes anywhere near their cages.” In 2005, the Pure Salmon
Campaign secured a legal opinion on a potential ban for imports of Scottish farmed salmon to
the United States leading to media coverage in the Sunday Express (December 2005) on the
killing of seals in Loch Alsh by Marine Harvest:

US to block seal
cull farm salmon

By Meg Milne

US Government officials are
set to ban the import of
Scottish salmon from fish
farms where seals are shot.
The move follows Scottish
Express revelations that

Sunday
seals are being slaughtered in the &

sea around Skye.

A secret cull is being carried
out by marksmen for a multi-mil-
lion-pound salmon giant in a bid
to protect their fish stocks.

Yesterday it was revealed gov-
ernment lawyers in Washington
are studying a legal opinion warn-
ing that under the US  Marine
Mammal Protection Act it is ille-
gal to sell fish produced on farms
that shoot seals.

Amsterdam-based Marine
Harvest, which predicts an annu-

al turnover of one billion euros
this year, ordered the cull after
losing around 3,000 fish.

Marine Harvest, part of the
giant Nuireco multi-national,
which employs 6,000 people in
eight countries, insist seals have
must be shot to stop them attack-
iglg_'msalmun al their Hebrides fish

Vesterday, Don Staniford, the
European co-ordinator of Pure

SEAL CULL: The animals are being shot to protect fish farms

Salmon, a fish-farming pressure
group, applauded the American
move.

Mr Staniford said: “Either the
company stops killing seals or
they potentially lose access to one
of the world's largest  farmed

markets.

“The simple solution to the
problem - as well as escapes,
waste pollution and discharges -
is to enclose the cages.”

Dn Frlday Mr Staniford

ting in
Amsr.erdam and presented a
dossier of our revelations to the
company’s board.

Nutreco bosses were also given
a copy of the legal opinion warn-
ing of US prohibition on
the importation of salmon from
their fish farm.

The controversial cull, to the
west of Sron an Tairbh at Loch
Alsh, has been condemned by
campaigners demanding seals
are given more protection.

Local businessman  Nigel
Smith, who runs a local wildlife
tourist business, pholographed
some of the dead animals.

Mr Smith said: “When I went
past with a boat load of tourists,
all they could see was carcasses
rotting on the beach.

Marine Harvest insist they only
shoot seals “as a last resort”,

In 2008, further evidence of killing of seals by Marine Harvest Scotland was published when
two headless seals (including a pregnant female) were washed up near their farm in Loch
Alsh. The deaths led to a call for the RSCPA to remove the ‘Freedom Food’ from seal-
killing salmon farms.
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http://www.pressandjournal.co.uk/Article.aspx/646484?UserKey=0

“It makes me extremely angry that, while we are trying to get consumers to stop buying
salmon from Marine Harvest and the other factory fish farmers who are shooting seals, the
RSPCA are promoting the stuff,” said John Robins of Animal Concern. “What are they
going to do next? Put Freedom Food labels on Japanese whale meat or sell T-shirts made of
Canadian seal fur?”

In 2010, Marine Harvest Scotland claimed to be working with retailer Sainsbury’s and the
Seal Protection Action Group, the RSPCA, the Sea Mammal Research Unit and International
Animal Rescue “to stop seal killing at fish farms.”
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In 2011, following a spate of marine mammal mortalities in British Columbia, Marine
Harvest Canada invested in additional protector netting. According to official statistics,
Marine Harvest Canada saw “higher than normal” killings of seals and sea lions, with 124
seals and/or sea lions killed in the first quarter and 92 in the second quarter, representing
more than a two-fold increase over the same period in 2010 and a four-fold increase over
2009.

Read more via “Marine Harmfest”, “Who’s Calling Who a Convicted Criminal?” and “Mmm
Mega-Marine Harvest: Super-Liced Salmon! .

Hjaltland:

Grieg

Seafood

#.:
HJALTLAND

Hjaltland is owned by the Norwegian multinational Grieg Seafood. Hjaltland is accredited by
the Soil Association as producing “organic” farmed salmon and certified under the RSPCA’s
‘Freedom Food’ scheme according to the “highest levels of animal welfare and responsible
farming.”

In January, Grieg Seafood was charged under the Fisheries Act in Canada with nine counts of
drowning sea lions or seals at its fish farms in 2009 and 2010 - including the “accidental
drowning” of 52 California sea lions and one Harbour seal. Court documents stated that the
company “did unlawfully destroy marine animals ... by drowning.” In June, Grieg officials
pled not guilty at an arraignment hearing in Campbell River.

Earlier this month, yet another seal died at a Grieg salmon farm in British Columbia. “Once
again, it's another example of the failure of open net pen salmon farms to deal with their
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http://www.canada.com/Grieg+pleads+guilty+drownings/6846688/story.html

problems,” said Will Soltau of the Living Oceans Society. “It's a continuing problem. They
don't seem to be able to address it and marine mammals are paying the price.”

Read more via “Fish farm operator charged over dozens of seal, sea lion deaths”

Scottish Salmon Company:
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The Scottish Salmon Company is the parent company of Lighthouse Caledonia which is
listed on the Oslo stock exchange in Norway. Shareholders include Swiss and Norwegian
banks. In 2010, the Scottish Salmon Company acquired West Minch Salmon which was
marketed as Hebrides Harvest. Hebrides Harvest claim on their web-site under “‘best
practice’: “Predator Control: With the variety of predatory species that may occur around
fish farms it is important to consider the siting of a fish farm in relation to known
concentrations of predators. This process is now accommodated formally within the
Environmental Impact Assessment process that is required for all new sites. Good husbandry
and housekeeping practices will reduce the chances of attracting predators.”

In 2008, Lighthouse Caledonia was named as one of “Scotland 25 Worst Pollution
Performers”. BBC News reported (November 2008) that Lighthouse Caledonia was fined
£12,000 for a pollution incident in Loch Kishorn which caused diesel contamination. In
2011, an outbreak of Amoebic Gill Disease led to "dozens of industrial skips full of dead
fish" being taken away from a Scottish Salmon Company farm on the Isle of Arran (read
more via “Diseased Farmed Salmon Cause Stink in Scotland”).

In 2013, the Sunday Herald reported on leaked emails from the Scottish Salmon Company
referring to the Outer Hebrides as a “Viper’s Nest’.

Read more via “Whistleblower at Scottish Salmon: the company who kicked the viper’s nest”

Scottish Sea Farms:
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Scottish Sea Farms is owned by the Norwegian companies Salmar and Leroy. Scottish Sea
Farms is accredited by the RSPCA to produce ‘Freedom Food’ farmed salmon.
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http://www.salmar.no/
http://www.leroy.no/en/
http://www.scottishseafarms.com/en/our-responsibilities/fish-welfare.html

“I honestly believe that Scottish Sea Farms, the company involved in the slaughter and based
at South Shian by Oban, engaged in what can only be described as a mass slaughter of seals,”
wrote Mark Carter, chairman of the Hebridean Partnership, in 2006. “I estimate that the total
number of seals shot in and around the Lismore SAC to be in excess of sixty.”

Mark Carter reported in 2009: “John Barrington of Scottish Sea Farms gave a fairly sincere
sounding reply that the industry only shoots seals as an “absolute last resort’. Unfortunately
this is not true. To enable the ‘last resort” feature within the pending Marine (Scotland) Bill,
all possible measures should be in place before shooting becomes an option. Scottish Sea
Farms do not employ the use of anti-predator nets, not even in the Lismore Special Area of
Conservation for seals (pictured above), neither are they requested to do so by Scottish
Natural Heritage or the Scottish Government.”

In 2011, the Hebridean Partnership filed a complaint with the European Commission relating
to the killing of seals by Scottish Sea Farms in the Lismore “Special Area of Conservation’.
In 2012, BBC News reported that Scottish Sea Farms were fined £333,335 (reduced from
£600,000) following the death of two salmon farm workers. The Sunday Herald also
reported in 2012 that the processing plant operated by Scottish Sea Farms was warned over
safety by the U.S. Food & Drug Administration.

Loch Duart:
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the Sustainable Salmen Company

Loch Duart claims on their web-site to be “the first salmon farm in the world to have
achieved formal recognition of its fish welfare and environmental policies.” Loch Duart
claims to be “the first producer of Freedom Food salmon” proudly displaying the RSPCA’s
logo on their web-site.

Loch Duart recently supplied the Queen’s diamond jubilee luncheon with farmed salmon as
well as last year’s royal wedding of Prince William and Kate Middleton. However, Loch
Duart has a shoot to kill seal policy.
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http://www.salmonfarmmonitor.org/guestjanuary2006.shtml
http://forargyll.com/2009/11/farmed-salmon-employment-saviour-or-ecological-disaster/
http://forargyll.com/2011/01/hebridean-partnership-lodges-new-complaint-on-lismore-special-area-of-conservation/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-glasgow-west-16743183
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-glasgow-west-14018499
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/environment/fish-farm-at-centre-of-mystery-illness-was-warned-over-safety-by-us-agency.19262934
http://www.lochduart.com/
http://www.lochduart.com/swimming%20against%20the%20tide.htm
http://www.lochduart.com/freedomfood.htm
http://www.lochduart.com/
http://www.intrafish.com/global/news/article1322448.ece
http://www.lochduartsmokedsalmon.com/images/news/RoyalWedding.pdf

In June, a seal was blamed for the escape of 2,000 farmed salmon from Loch Duart’s site at
Torgawn. In 2009, Loch Duart also blamed seals for their appalling record on escapes.

“l avoid the Scottish and Irish industries because of their greenwashed, boutique-farm
marketing schemes, their misleading regulations (organic salmon? From a net pen?), and their
farmers’ thuggish habit of blowing seals’ brains out when they come anywhere near the
salmon pens,” wrote Greenpeace’s Casson Trenor in 2009.

Read more on Loch Duart’s use of toxic chemicals via “Loch Duart - the Toxic Salmon
Company”

Read more on Loch Duart’s problems with infectious diseases via “Fit for the Queen &
Residents of Nova Scotia - Loch Duart’s Chlamydia-Contaminated Salmon?”

Meridian:

M Meridian
Salmon Group

The Meridian Salmon Group was formed at the beginning of 2011 by the integration of two
well established major farming companies, Northern Isles Salmon (formerly Mainstream
Scotland) and The Lakeland Group. Meridian Salmon also includes Westray Salmon and
Rysa Salmon. All four companies had been acquired in 2010 by the Polish-owned company

Morpol.

Shetland News reported in February: “Seven Shetland salmon farms have been granted
licences to shoot 115 seals in 2012. The companies include Meridian Salmon Group, two of
whose managers are due to appear in court later this year to face charges of unlawfully killing
seals at its site in Hoganess, near Walls.”
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http://morpol.com/about-morpol/morpol-in-brief.html
http://www.shetnews.co.uk/news/3226-seal-licence-claims-disputed.html

Shetland News reported in August 2011: “SSPCA officers raided Hoganess Salmon, near
Walls, on Shetland’s west side after reports that seals had been killed illegally. They were
supported by the local police and staff from Scottish Natural Heritage.”

In December 2012, Marine Harvest launched a takeover of Morpol which continues during
2013. The takeover is still subject to approval from the competition authorities.



http://www.shetnews.co.uk/news/1601-second-sspca-raid-on-salmon-farm.html
http://www.marineharvest.com/en/Investor1/Press-releases/2012/Marine-Harvest-acquires-485-of-Morpol/
http://www.seafoodsource.com/newsarticledetail.aspx?id=19130
http://www.fishupdate.com/news/fullstory.php/aid/19072/Marine_Harvest_take-over_of_Morpol_accepted.html

