
Secret Filming at Mowi Scotland's 'Bay of the Dead Heads' (July 2019) 

  

  

  

Scottish Salmon Watch were horrified to see dead 'cleaner fish' floating on the surface of a 

cage when they rowed out to Mowi's salmon farm at Bagh Dail nan Ceann (Bay of the Dead 

Heads) in the Sound of Jura earlier this month (2 July).  

  

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=3620283
https://vimeo.com/348017172


 

  

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=3620283
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Read about welfare problems of cleaner fish on Scottish salmon farms via: 

New report exposes serious welfare concerns surrounding the use of cleaner fish on Scottish 

salmon farms 

Cleaner fish welfare on Scotland’s salmon farms 

Fish used to help clean salmon of sea lice are at risk, warn animal rights campaigners 

Fish that eat lice off farmed salmon suffer, says report 

Dirty Secrets Lurking Under Scottish Salmon's Lice Skirt 

Cleaner fish hit by health problems 

  

https://www.onekind.scot/new-report-exposes-serious-welfare-concerns-surrounding-the-use-of-cleaner-fish-on-scottish-salmon-farms/
https://www.onekind.scot/new-report-exposes-serious-welfare-concerns-surrounding-the-use-of-cleaner-fish-on-scottish-salmon-farms/
https://www.onekind.scot/resources/cleaner-fish-welfare-on-scotlands-salmon-farms/
https://www.sundaypost.com/fp/fish-used-to-help-clean-salmon-of-sea-lice-are-at-risk-warn-animal-rights-campaigners/
https://theferret.scot/salmon-farms-cleaner-fish-lice/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/09/press-release-dirty-secrets-lurking-under-scottish-salmons-lice-skirt.html
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/cleaner-fish-hit-by-health-problems/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/.a/6a016766faffa0970b0240a4987aeb200d-pi


 

  

When approaching the salmon farm, Scottish Salmon Watch saw leaping salmon which is a 

sign of lice infestation according to peer-reviewed scientific research published in 2018 

which reported how salmon leap to oust parasites. 

  

 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/jfb.13684
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/jfb.13684
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/.a/6a016766faffa0970b0240a4bd1b92200b-pi
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/.a/6a016766faffa0970b0240a4986fb9200d-pi


 

 

  

Scottish Salmon Watch suspected Mowi was in breach of the Animal Health & Welfare 

(Scotland) Act 2006 - specifically in relation to "Unnecessary Suffering", "Cruel Operations" 

and "Ensuring Welfare of Animals" - with potential welfare abuse similar to the gruesome 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/07/legal-complaint-vs-breaches-of-animal-health-welfare-scotland-act-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/07/legal-complaint-vs-breaches-of-animal-health-welfare-scotland-act-.html
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/section/19
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/section/21
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/11/section/24
https://theferret.scot/pictures-diseases-farmed-fish/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/.a/6a016766faffa0970b0240a49871a3200d-pi
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/.a/6a016766faffa0970b0240a49873c0200d-pi


photographic evidence obtained from the Scottish Government's Fish Health Inspectorate in 

2018. 

  

 

  

https://theferret.scot/pictures-diseases-farmed-fish/
https://theferret.scot/pictures-diseases-farmed-fish/
https://theferret.scot/pictures-diseases-farmed-fish/


 

  

  

Consequently, Scottish Salmon Watch safely and taking appropriate biosecurity precautions 

boarded the nearest cage in order to gather video evidence to report to the appropriate 

authorities (Marine Scotland, the Animal & Plant Health Agency and Police Scotland's 

Wildlife Crime Unit). 

  

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/07/biosecurity-precautions-for-filming-salmon-farms-.html
https://theferret.scot/pictures-diseases-farmed-fish/


 

  

  

Lumpsuckers - so-called 'cleaner fish' which are used to remove parasitic sea lice from 

farmed salmon - were seen in distress at the surface either close to death or dead in the water. 
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Underwater video footage shows parasites infesting both lumpsuckers and farmed salmon 

within Mowi's salmon farm.  Here's photo stills from the video footage taken on 2 July 2019: 
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A continuous clicking sound was being emitted by the Acoustic Deterrent Device employed 

on the Mowi salmon farm - an OTAQ Seal Fence. 

  

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/09/sounding-off-on-salmon-farms-marine-noise-registry-must-include-acoustic-deterrent-devices.html
https://www.otaq.com/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/.a/6a016766faffa0970b0240a4bd17b3200b-pi
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https://www.otaq.com/
https://vimeo.com/348700568


Read more via "Sounding Off On Salmon Farms - Acoustic Deterrent Devices evade Marine 

Noise Registry" and SARF report 112: "Influences of lower-frequency Acoustic Deterrent 

Devices (ADDs) on cetaceans in Scottish coastal waters" 

  

 

  

Sign a petition calling for a ban on ADDs! 

  

  

  

  

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/09/sounding-off-on-salmon-farms-marine-noise-registry-must-include-acoustic-deterrent-devices.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2018/09/sounding-off-on-salmon-farms-marine-noise-registry-must-include-acoustic-deterrent-devices.html
http://www.sarf.org.uk/SARF112.pdf
http://www.sarf.org.uk/SARF112.pdf
https://www.change.org/p/roseanna-cunninham-scottish-government-cabinet-secretary-for-the-environment-save-dolphins-porpoises-and-seals-from-scottish-salmon-farms?use_react=false
http://www.sarf.org.uk/SARF112.pdf


Mowi Scotland's salmon farm at Bagh Dail nan Ceann has a history of disease and mortality 

problems - with the use of the toxic chemical Azamethiphos reported in March 2019. 

  

 

And again at the same Mowi salmon farm in November 2018: 

  

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=3620283
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=3620279
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=3620283


 

  

And lobsters in the vicinity of Mowi's salmon farm were subjected to another dose of the 

toxic Azamethiphos in October 2018: 

  

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=3620278
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=3620278
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=3620279


 

  

As well as a dose of the toxic lobster-killer Emamectin benzoate in September 2018: 

  

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=3620277
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=3620278


 

  

Read more on the toxicity and lethality of Azamethiphos and Emamectin benzoate via: 

New salmon sea lice treatment threshold serves industry not oceans 

Effects of pharmaceuticals used to treat salmon lice on non-target species: Evidence from a 

systematic review 

Fish Farmageddon: Scottish Salmon's Lethal Legacy 

Silent Spring of the Sea 

Dispersion and toxicity to non-target crustaceans of azamethiphos and deltamethrin after sea 

lice treatments on farmed salmon, Salmo salar 

  

https://www.seachoice.org/press-release/new-salmon-sea-lice-treatment-threshold-serves-industry-not-oceans/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0048969718333059
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0048969718333059
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-1-jan-2017-scottish-salmons-lethal-legacy.pdf
http://www.gaaia.org/silent-spring-sea
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0044848613006698
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0044848613006698
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=3620277


 

  

  

Scottish Salmon Watch did not dive under Mowi's salmon farm at Bagh Dail nan Ceann but 

diver David Ainsley has dived under a nearby Mowi salmon farm at Poll na Gille. 

  

https://vimeo.com/198473514
https://scottishsalmonwatch.org/chemicals


 

  

Mowi's Poll na Gille salmon farm was assessed as the worst for welfare according to a report 

- "Fish Welfare on Scotland's Salmon Farms" - published by OneKind in August 2018 - with 

Mowi's Bagh Dail nan Ceann salmon farm ranked the third worst in Scotland. 

  

https://www.onekind.scot/resources/fish-welfare-on-scotlands-salmon-farms/
https://theferret.scot/fish-farms-worst-animal-welfare/
https://vimeo.com/198473514


 

  

  

BBC Panorama broadcast video footage of Mowi's dead salmon in May 2019: 

  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0005hc1/panorama-salmon-farming-exposed
https://theferret.scot/fish-farms-worst-animal-welfare/


 

  

Watch a video report shot under the Mowi salmon farm at Poll na Gille: 

  

  

  

  

Scottish Salmon Watch is calling for video surveillance of salmon farms - including CCTV. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=POQYvwoVkS8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0005hc1/panorama-salmon-farming-exposed


 

  

Read more via: 

• The Scotsman: "Salmon farms targeted in environmental campaign"  

• 'Salmonwatch' Launched in Scotland  

  

  

Earlier this month, Mowi pledged to close down salmon farms in Loch Duich and Loch Ewe.  

  

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/07/the-scotsman-salmon-farms-targeted-in-environmental-campaign-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/07/salmonwatch-launched-in-scotland.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-business-48923807
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/.a/6a016766faffa0970b0240a4bd1acc200b-pi


 

  

  

Scottish Salmon Watch hopes that "morally bankrupt and environmentally repugnant" Mowi 

will close down all their salmon farms. 

  

https://vimeo.com/347997693
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-business-48923807
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