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Steps taken to
reduce number

of seals

killed

at isles sites

Scottish government figures have
showed that Shetland has been one
of the worst areas in Scotland for
shooting seals in the vicinity of
salmon farms.

The most killing took place at
East Voe Laxfirth, where Grieg
Seafood Hjaltland shot 24 seals
between February 2013 and
August 2014.

The same company also shot six
seals in South Voe, Gletness in this
period.

Other Shetland companies to
shoot seals included Balta Island
Seafare, which shot seven, and
Scottish Seafarms, which shot six
at Bellister, five at Loura Voe and
four at Grunna Voe.

However, the situation is
improving with fewer seals being
shot thanks to new nets to protect
salmon, according to Grieg Sea-
food Hjaltland production man-
ager Grant Cumming.

He said only one grey seal had
been shot in January — the only one
to be shot this year.

This drop in numbers has been
due to the installation of plas-
tic “econets”, which Mr Cum-
ming likened to a security fence,
attached to the handrail of the pen
and weighted down with heavy
chain.

He said: “From shooting too
many seals we’ve gone to shooting
nothing.”

Twenty-six of these new
econets, costing £40,000 each,
have been installed in pens in
the worst affected areas of Lax-
firth and sites closest to Lerwick
Harbour.

Near the harbour, Mr Cumming
said, the seals were almost tame
and “looked upon us as a Macdon-
ald’s drive-through for breakfast”.

Previously the seals could push
the nets in and reach the salmon,

but with the plastic nets this was
not possible.

Mr Cumming said: “It’s a good
news story. We have been invest-
ing heavily to stop shooting. We
have invested £1million each year
in the last two years.

“We realise shooting seals is
very bad PR (public relations)
and not something our guys like
doing.”

However, unlike Grieg Seafood
Hjaltland, which employs 250
people and is responsible for 50
per cent of Shetland production,
not all salmon farms have invested
in the econets,

Don Staniford, director of the
Global Alliance Against Indus-
trial Aquaculture (GAAIA), said:
“Shetland’s trigger-happy salmon
farmers are bringing shame to
the Scottish salmon farming
industry.

“Bullets are cheap and Shet-
land farmed salmon is cheap and
nasty. The price for seal-friendly
farmed salmon is predator nets
and that could be £1 million per
farm.”

Mr Staniford applauded Grieg
Seafood Hjaltland’s installation
of econets, but acknowledged they
were very expensive.

He added: “A single salmon
farm in Shetland spent over £1mil-
lion on [new] predator nets at a
26-cage farm.

“If you assume (based upon a
Scottish government survey in
2011/2012) that 87 per cent of
the industry do not use these
predator nets and there are 143
active salmon farms (based on
the latest Scottish government
annual fish farm survey) then it
would cost well over £100 mil-
lion for the entire Scottish salmon
farming industry to install predator
nets.”
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