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Full name:
Donald Charles Staniford

Contact phone number:
07771 541826

Email address:
salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com

If you are making the request on behalf of someone else or an organisation, their name:
Scottish Salmon Watch

How you would like us to contact you:
Email or phone

The name of the authority you made your request to:
Scottish Environment Protection Agency

The date you made your request:
23 October 2019

Did the authority respond to your request? The date of the authority’s response (if one was
provided):


https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/please-come-clean-on-bmk08-.html

11 November 2019

Why you asked the authority for a review:
Because SEPA refused to provide information

Did the authority carry out a review and respond to you? The date of the authority’s response
(if one was provided):

13 December 2019 (online via https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/sepa-cleantreat-refusal-
review-13-dec-2019.pdf)

On 19 December 2019 Scottish Salmon Watch wrote to SEPA asking them to re-look at their
review reply in light of information disclosed (in relation to a carbon copy FOI) by the
Scottish Government

On 31 January 2020 SEPA replied disclosing some further information (effectively the same
as the Scottish Government).

Some background via:
Press Release: Cleaning Tox-Sick Scottish Salmon (29 December 2019)
CleanTreat FOI Disclosures by the Scottish Government to Scottish Salmon Watch

Documents attached in the Appendix and in email to follow.

About your application
Why you are unhappy with the way the authority responded to your request for review.

Scottish Salmon Watch argues that SEPA's review refusal dated 13 December 2019 wrongly
concluded that commercial confidentiality took precedence over public disclosure:

B. - Commercial interests — Requlation 10(5)(e} of the EIRs — Question 6

Regulation 10(5){e) states that a Scottish public authority may refuse to make
environmental information available to the extent that its disclosure would, or
would be likely to, prejudice substantially the confidentiality of commercial or
industrial information where such confidentiality is provided for by law to
protect a legitimate economic interest.


https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/sepa-cleantreat-refusal-review-13-dec-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/sepa-cleantreat-refusal-review-13-dec-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-cleantreating-toxic-sick-salmon-29-dec-2019-2.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/cleantreat-foi-disclosures-by-the-scottish-government-dec-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/sepa-cleantreat-refusal-review-13-dec-2019.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/sepa-cleantreat-refusal-review-13-dec-2019.pdf

The Farmal Review Officer outlined the scope of exception at Regulation 10(5)
(&) of the Environmental Information (Scotland) Regulations 2004.

The relevant section of the briefing prepared by the Office of the Scottish
Information Commissioner was also consulted -
http: f{fitspublicknowledge.info/Law/EIRs/EIRsExceptions.aspx

The Formal Review Officer reported on the tests set down by the Scottish
Information Commissioner on the application of Regulation 10(5) {2} of the
EIRs. It was confirmed that details of the specified treatment were not publicly
available and that they were commercial in nature.

Feedback had been sought from the third party who confirmed that disclosure
of information would cause substantial prejudice to their commercial interests.

In the specific circumstances of this request, SEPA considers that the release of
the correspondence and documentation would cause a substantial prejudice to
the commercial undertaking and economic interest. SEPA therefore contends
that the public interest in the release of the information is outweighed by the
public interest in maintaining the exception under the terms of Regulation
10{5)({e) of the EIRs

Recommendation that information relating to the requested information
should continue to be withheld, at this time, under the terms of Regulation
10(5) [e) of the Environmental Information (Scotland) Regulations 2004, after
the application of the Public Interest Test, as noted above.

Scottish Salmon Watch believes that there is a clear public interest in disclosure as well as a
growing public interest in this issue. For example, The Sunday Times reported on 29
December 2019: "Official fears revealed over toxic threat of salmon trade™.

Scottish Salmon Watch considers such a refusal by SEPA is unreasonable and does not see an
overriding public interest in protecting commercial or industrial information. The public
interest is surely served best by disclosing specific details on CleanTreat (including the active
ingredients in BMKO08 & Ectosan - the subject of another FOI to SEPA and the Scottish
Government which have been refused). Secret trials took place two decades ago in Scotland
in relation to Calicide (Teflubenzuron) and that did not end well.

The public case for disclosure is much stronger than the case for protecting commercial
confidentiality. It is obvious that Benchmark (as the manufacturer of the CleanTreat system)
is a company which wants to maximise investment, profit and economic returns by delaying
disclosure.

However, SEPA's duty is not to the shareholders of Benchmark but to the Scottish
environment and the Scottish public whose livelihoods may be impacted by the Norwegian
and other foreign investors controlling Benchmark.

Benchmark's largest shareholders are listed (as of 29 October 2019) as:



https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/12/sunday-times-official-fears-revealed-over-toxic-threat-of-salmon-trade-.html
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/13213139.the-drug-thats-meant-to-save-salmon-but-is-killing-the-creatures-on-the-ocean-floor/
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/13213139.the-drug-thats-meant-to-save-salmon-but-is-killing-the-creatures-on-the-ocean-floor/
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/13213139.the-drug-thats-meant-to-save-salmon-but-is-killing-the-creatures-on-the-ocean-floor/
https://www.benchmarkplc.com/investors/significant-shareholders/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/sepa-cleantreat-refusal-review-13-dec-2019.pdf

Significant Shareholders as notified to the Company

25.9%
14.1%
9.86%
6.91%
6.83%
4.99%
4.14%
2.71%
2.71%

SIGNIFICANT SHAREHOLDERS % OF ISSUED SHARE CAPITAL

FERD AS 25.98

Kverva Finans AS 14.14

Lansdowne Parthers 9.23

JNE Partners LLP 6.91

The Royal Bank of Scotland Group plec 5.80

Harwood Capital 4.13
Shareholders

Name Equitiez

Ferd Invest AS 144,951,523
Gustav Witzee 79,015,188
Lansdowne Partners (UK) LLP 55,081,579
MSD Partners Europe LLP 38,613,000
RBS Collective Investment Funds Ltd. 38,133,401
Woodford Investment Management Ltd. 27,853,491
Harwood Capital LLP 23,136,493
Malcolm David Foster Pye 15,145,686
Roland James Bonney 15,145,686
Hargreave Hale Ltd. 14,425,000

Share capltal and substantlal shareholdings

The Company’'s issued share capital, together with details
of movements during the year, are shown in Note 25
accompanying the financial statements. The Company has
one class of ordinary share which carries no right to fixed
income. Each ordinary share carries the right to one vote at
general meetings of the Company.

As at 23 January 2019 the Company has been notified of the
following substantial shareholdings under Rule 5 of the UKLA's
Disclosure and Transparency Rules:

% of issued

share capital
FERD AS 26.00
Invesco Limited 16.17
Woodford Investment Management Limited 12.45
Lansdowne Partners International Limited, Lansdowne Partners 9.88
Limited and Lansdowne Partners (UK) LLP
The Royal Bank of Scotland Group plc (Herge Holding B.V.) 6.84
Harwood Capital LLP (as investment adviser/manager), Oryx 4.15

International Growth Fund Limited, Morth Atlantic Smaller
Companies Investment Trust PLC, and Harwood Capital LLP for
private clients

2.58%


https://www.benchmarkplc.com/investors/significant-shareholders/
https://www.marketscreener.com/BENCHMARK-HOLDINGS-PLC-15271994/company/
https://www.benchmarkplc.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/AR_2018_Final_240119_WEB-1.pdf

Indeed, it is wholly evident that Benchmark has actively sought public and private investment
in CleanTreat through published media reports and press comments.

For example, here's Benchmark's promotion of CleanTreat (including BMKO08 & Ectosan) to
the general public and investors via media reports and published investor updates (you could
find more via Googling):

Undercurrent News reported (2 December 2019):
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Benchmark: ‘Breakthrough’
salmon lice treatment combo
could be available by end of
2020

By Dan Gibson

SPECES » COMPANIES + DOVIN STREAM «

UK. animal health and genetics services provider Benchmark Holdings has set a rough
guideline for the full commercial release of its anticipated sea lice treatment product,
with the regulatory process “progressing towards approval in late calendar year 2020°.


https://www.undercurrentnews.com/2019/12/02/benchmark-breakthrough-salmon-lice-treatment-combo-could-be-available-by-end-of-2020/
https://www.undercurrentnews.com/2019/12/02/benchmark-breakthrough-salmon-lice-treatment-combo-could-be-available-by-end-of-2020/
https://www.undercurrentnews.com/2019/12/02/benchmark-breakthrough-salmon-lice-treatment-combo-could-be-available-by-end-of-2020/

The product candidate, named BMKOS, has
continued to show around 99% effectiveness as well
as “excellent animal welfare and environmental
credentials” in tests, Benchmark said in its Q4
financial update.

“There is inereasing recognition in the industry of
the breakthrough nature of our solution and
growing interest from customers while the
regulatory approval process is progressing according
to plan,” the firm said.

MNevertheless, revenues from commercial-scale field

trials were lower than in 2018, as the program of
trials for BMEDS draws to a close.

Meanwhile, the company’s CleanTreat system, which won the Aquaculture Innovation
award a2t AqualMNor 2019, is also planned to move from trial mode to full cormmereial

release next year.

CleanTreat, a water purification system, removes organic material and medicines from
salmon treatment water before releasing the water back to the sea. In this way,
Benchmark hopes it can remove treatment-resistant sea lice from farms, preventing them
from spreading and building resistance among other lice.

"During the year the group made good progress towards the launch of product candidate
BMEOZ which, together with its co-dependant technology CleanTreat, has the potential to
be transformational for the industry, delivering a solution with zero environmental
impact to one of the industry's biggest challenges,” said executive chairman Peter George
in the firm's update.

"The comparny is considering the optimal strategy to take CleanTreat from trial to
commercial-scale given its importance to product candidate BMEO8 and its broader
industry-wide applications,” George added, "including alternative funding strategies with
support from its major shareholders™.

In Chile this year Benchmark claims to have seen increased sales of its existing sea lice
treatment, Salmosan, which it said is indicative of the potential demand for BMEDE.

Fish Farming Expert reported in October 2018:


https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/two-year-wait-for-next-generation-lice-treatment/
https://www.undercurrentnews.com/2019/12/02/benchmark-breakthrough-salmon-lice-treatment-combo-could-be-available-by-end-of-2020/
https://www.undercurrentnews.com/2019/12/02/benchmark-breakthrough-salmon-lice-treatment-combo-could-be-available-by-end-of-2020/
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Two-year wait for ‘next gen-
eration’ lice treatment

A new lice treatment developed by UK-based agquaculture genetics,
health and nutrition company Benchmark is unlikely to be available
before the end of 2020 or early 2021.

By Daniella Balin

Ectosan has proven to be 100% effective in
commercial trials in Norway, but Benchmark has
warned it will take time to secure the patents or authorisations for it. It is

waiting to complete regulatory procedures.

The chemical, which Benchmark describes as its “next generation” lice
treatment, is used on wellboats in conjunction with the company’s CleanTreat
filtration system, which removes any detectable trace of medication from the

treatment water before it is discharged into the sea, generating zero impact.

New molecule
A clean break
Benchmark chief executive Malcolm Pye, visiting o CleanTreat was developed by
Chile for the Aquasur trade show, told Fish Benchmark Animal Health at its Ardtoe

. . q . Marine Laboratory in Scotland.
Farming Expert’'s Chilean sister site, v

* |t uses a unigue purification system to

Salmonexpert.cl, that Ectosan is a product that compound and solidify the chemicals

includes a new molecule and innovative used in bath treatments. These solids

technology.

Pye said Benchmark is in the process of

can then be incinerated at a specialist
processing plant.

+ So far CleanTreat has been trialled
with a number of sea lice treatments

patenting Ectosan in Norway and globally. “We compounds including pyrethroids,

still have work to do regarding patents and

deltamethrin, azamethiphos, as well as

Ectosan.
authorisations,” he explained.

The CleanTreat system, which is available now, cannot be used with hydrogen
peroxide but is suitable for all other currently available bath treatments used

against sea lice, as well as several additional chemical classes.


https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/two-year-wait-for-next-generation-lice-treatment/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/two-year-wait-for-next-generation-lice-treatment/

According to Benchmark, the system is working well in field trials and will be
available imminently for use with other chemicals. Benchmark is continuing to

optimise its performance in terms of speed and efficiency.

Pye continued: “Our intention is that there will be no impacts on the sea after
performing antiparasitic treatments on the fish.

“This is a step that the industry has wanted to take some time, to move away
from carrying out treatments and discharging water containing antiparasitic

products in the open sea.”

Benchmark's submission to the Scottish Parliament's salmon farming inquiry in 2018
included:

Purification systems- systems which remove therapeutants from treatment water
prior to discharge - have been proposed as a solution to this environmental
challenge. Benchmark’s CleanTreat® system - developed by our team in Scotland -
is the culmination of many years of research and investment and is the first of its
kind to be used in aquaculture.

CleanTreat® ensures the safe use of compounds in the marine environment by
removing therapeutants in discharge water following treatment to undetectable
levels. CleanTreat® will be used in conjunction with Benchmark's next generation
sea lice treatment, which is currently undergoing field trials in Norway. This
represents a transformational change in the battle against one of the industry's
greatest challenges, and a big step towards a future where no medicinal residues
are discharged directly into the oceans. CleanTreat® can be used on well boats,
tankers and platforms, is effective against most available bath treatments for sea lice
and prevents treated lice from going back into the environment so that they do not
contribute to resistance. More information can be found here:
http://www.benchmarkplc.com/articles/cleantreat-by-benchmark/

The Fish Site reported in March 2018:


https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Rural/Benchmark_Holdings.pdf
https://thefishsite.com/articles/innovative-treatment-system-gets-an-upgrade
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/two-year-wait-for-next-generation-lice-treatment/
http://www.parliament.scot/S5_Rural/Benchmark_Holdings.pdf

Innovative treatment system gets an
upgrade

by Rob Fletcher
22 March 2018, at 12:00pm

A new vessel which has been modified and fitted with an increased capacity for the use of
Benchmark's CleanTreat system set sail for Norway from Scotland this week.

It's the second vessel to be fitted with the pioneering system, which allows a range of
chemical bath treatments to be used to treat farmed fish infected with ectoparasites

G+

such as sea lice without any chemical residues being discharged into the water. And the

new vessel has capacity up to 1200m? per hour, allowing it to clean the water used for
treatments in a 3000m? wellboat in under three hours, a marked improvement on the

speed of the previous CleanTreat vessel.



https://thefishsite.com/articles/innovative-treatment-system-gets-an-upgrade
https://thefishsite.com/articles/innovative-treatment-system-gets-an-upgrade

John Marshall, head of Benchmark Animal Health, which developed the system at their
Ardtoe Marine Laboratory, explained the latest updates at this week's Fish Vet Society

conference, near Edinburgh.

CleanTreat is, he explained, “suitable for all currently available bath treatments used
against sea lice, other than hydrogen peroxide” and uses a unigue purification system to
compound and solidify the chemicals used in the treatments. These solids, he added,
can then be incinerated at one of the world's three specialist processing plants for these

operations.

If has, so far, been trialled with a number of sea lice treatments compounds including

pyrethroids, deltamethrin, azamethiphos, and Benchmark's new trial bath treatment.

However, he also believes that - as the treatment water is processed through
CleanTreat's unique triple purification system before being released back into the sea
clean and free of medicinal residues - the system could open up a very wide range of

treatment options.

"There are at least two new products it could bring to market and I think it could open
the door to other products not yet considered — perhaps from other areas, depending on

regulations,” he said.

Fish Farming Expert reported in December 2017:


https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/new-lice-bath-8216-100-effective-8217-and-pollution-free/
https://thefishsite.com/articles/innovative-treatment-system-gets-an-upgrade

ﬂshfarmingexper?

New lice bath ‘100% effec-
tive’ and pollution-free

Aquaculture health, nutrition, and genetics business Benchmark has
announced that a new bath treatment has proved 100% effective against

sea lice in commercial trials in Norway.

By Gareth Moore

The treatment, Ectosan, which has been

developed by the UK-based company, was

delivered through the company’s CleanTreat filtering system - which removes
any detectable traces of medicine from treatment water before it is discharged
into the sea - meaning that the treatments had no environmental impact.

Benchmark believes that Ectosan can eventually achieve worldwide sales of
£40-50 million annually. It will continue field trials in key markets through
2018 and 2019.

Transformational change
Chief executive Malcolm Pye said: "This is major breakthrough for Benchmark

and the salmon industry. The combination of our next generation sea lice
treatment, together with CleanTreat represents a transformational change in
the battle against one of the industry's greatest challenges, and a big step
towards a future where no medicinal residues are discharged directly into the

oceans.

"Given its significance to the industry and interest expressed by our customers,
we expect to see substantial demand for the treatment and look forward to
providing the treatment more widely upon regulatory approval.”

Benchmark would not comment further on Ectosan or how it works.

The company launched CleanTreat at Aqua Nor in Trondheim in August. A
Benchmark spokesperson said: "CleanTreat can also be used with other bath
treatments. Essentially CleanTreat could transform the salmon industry in
terms of reducing environmental impact. There isn't another system like it, it's
the first of its kind."


https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/new-lice-bath-8216-100-effective-8217-and-pollution-free/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/new-lice-bath-8216-100-effective-8217-and-pollution-free/

The CleanTreat purification system can be installed on the wellboat itself, tankers,
platforms or on land. The portability and scalability of the system allows flexibility
for the farm to deal with any volume of treatment water or biomass of salmon.

-

Proactive Investors reported (20 December 2019):
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Benchmark heartened by progress towards launch
of BMKOS8 in otherwise challenging year

Revenue from continuing operations of £37.0mln was 10% above the
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“During the year the company made good progress towards the launch of
BMKO8 which, together with its co-dependent technology CleanTreat, has
the potential to be transformational for the industry, delivering a solution
with strong environmental and animal welfare credentials,” said Peter

George, the executive chairman of Benchmark.

The Fish Site reported (30 January 2020):



https://www.proactiveinvestors.co.uk/companies/news/909625/benchmark-heartened-by-progress-towards-launch-of-bmk08-in-otherwise-challenging-year-909625.html
https://thefishsite.com/articles/benchmark-seeks-millions-more-for-novel-sea-lice-treatments
https://vimeo.com/229595994
https://www.proactiveinvestors.co.uk/companies/news/909625/benchmark-heartened-by-progress-towards-launch-of-bmk08-in-otherwise-challenging-year-909625.html
https://www.proactiveinvestors.co.uk/companies/news/909625/benchmark-heartened-by-progress-towards-launch-of-bmk08-in-otherwise-challenging-year-909625.html

Benchmark seeks millions more for

novel sea lice treatments
am

F by The Fish Site
30 January 2020, at 8:54am

Benchmark has targeted raising £43 million in order to scale up and speed up the
commercialisation of its novel sea lice treatment system CleanTreat.

G+ The aguaculture health, nutrition and genetics business, has announced this morning

that it has conditionally raised £36.4 million by way of a placing at an issue price of 40p
per ordinary share and intends to raise up to a further £6 6 million by way of an open
offer to qualifying shareholders at an issue price of 40p per ordinary share.



https://thefishsite.com/articles/benchmark-seeks-millions-more-for-novel-sea-lice-treatments

Benchmark hopes to raise £19 million to speed up the commercialisation of CleanTreat

The company has earmarked £19 million to fund the commercial development of
CleanTreat, which removes medicinal residues from treatment water, in order to support
the launch of the its novel sea lice medication, which is currently known as BMKO08. The
group is preparing to launch the two systems in the first half of 2021, subject to receipt
of regulatory approval for the treatment product.

Over the last 24 months, over 35,000 tonnes of salmon in Norway have been treated
with BMKOB8 in combination with CleanTreat - with the former achieving approximately

99 percent efficacy,

Benchmark's directors believe there is demonstrable and growing interest from
customers for the product and estimates that the BMKO08 / CleanTreat solution could

reach peak annual sales of £50 million in Norway alone and £75 million globally.

The directors have said that they “strongly believe” that raising the extra funds
“represents the optimal scale-up strategy for CleanTreat ahead of the anticipated
BMKOS8 regulatory approval” by increasing its speed to market, delivering a higher
expected return-on-investment and maximising value for Benchmark shareholders by

retaining full ownership of CleanTreat.


https://thefishsite.com/articles/benchmark-seeks-millions-more-for-novel-sea-lice-treatments
https://thefishsite.com/articles/benchmark-seeks-millions-more-for-novel-sea-lice-treatments

Peter George, executive chairman of Benchmark, commented: “We are preparing to

launch BMKO08, our novel medicinal treatment to combat sea lice, one of the main

biological challenges in salmon farming. This requires scaling up CleanTreat, our

proprietary system that removes medicinal residues from treatment water, and which is

integral to the delivery of BMKOB8. Having reviewed a number of funding options, we

strongly believe that an equity raise is the optimal funding strategy to deliver this scale”

Intrafish reported (30 January 2020):
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Aquaculture biotech group Benchmark
raises $50 million to launch new sealice

treatment

Some directors have subscribed to buy shares in the offering.

20 January 2020 9:00 GMT  UPDATED 30 Jsnuery 2020 13.26 GMT

By Diemi Karban

Aquaculture biotechnology firm Benchmark secured £36.4 million (€43 million/$47
million) in a stock offer to support the launch of its new products.

The biggest farmed
salmon escapes of 2019

Read more

Scottish salmon farmers
are spending 47% less on
medicines thanks to

sealice-eating cleanerfish
Read more

The UK-based company also intends to raise an additional

£6.6 million (€7.7 million/$8.5 million) through an open
offer to support product launches.

The sale price of the London-listed stock was £0.40
(€£0.47/$0.52) per ordinary share. The company did not
disclose who bought shares through the offer, however,
some unnamed directors expected to buy shares in the
private placement.

The company intends to use a big chunk of the raised
capital to fund the development of its CleanTreat system,
which removes medicinal residues from treatment water.

This comes prior to the commercial delivery of BMKOS,
the company's new sealice treatment.

Another part of the raised money -- £16 million (€19
million($21 million) -- will be secured for a general
increase in working capital in the group.


https://www.intrafish.com/finance/aquaculture-biotech-group-benchmark-raises-50-million-to-launch-new-sealice-treatment/2-1-747150
https://thefishsite.com/articles/benchmark-seeks-millions-more-for-novel-sea-lice-treatments
https://www.intrafish.com/finance/aquaculture-biotech-group-benchmark-raises-50-million-to-launch-new-sealice-treatment/2-1-747150
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Proactive Investors reported (5 February 2020):
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Benchmark Holdings PLC's (LON:BIMK) Peter George and Septima Maguire
discuss with Proactive's Andrew Scott some of the detail around their
planned £43mln Fundraise which is being carried out by way of a share

placing and open offer.

The raise is being done to fund the commercial development of its

CleanTreat system.

It's a proprietary system that removes medicinal residues from treatment
water and which is integral to the commercial delivery of product

candidate BMKO08, the company's novel sea lice treatment for sea lice.

Insider Media reported (17 February 2020):



https://www.insidermedia.com/news/yorkshire/benchmark-holdings-raises-6.6m
https://www.proactiveinvestors.co.uk/companies/news/912245/benchmark-team-discuss-43mln-raise-and-commercial-development-of-cleantreat-912245.html
https://www.proactiveinvestors.co.uk/companies/news/912245/benchmark-team-discuss-43mln-raise-and-commercial-development-of-cleantreat-912245.html
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BENCHMARK HOLDINGS
RAISES £6.6M

® 17 Feb 2020 9 Yorkshire % Deals

Stephen Farrell

Digital Staff Writer



https://www.insidermedia.com/news/yorkshire/benchmark-holdings-raises-6.6m

Benchmark Holdings, the Sheffield-based aquaculture health, nutrition and genetics
business, has conditionally raised £6.6m through an open offer.

In January, the listed company conditionally secured £36.4m through a placing and
announced plans to raise further funding through an open offer.

Benchmark has now conditionally raised total gross proceeds of £6.6m through the open
offer, with gross proceeds from the fundraising totalling £43m.

The funding will be used to fund the commercial development of Benchmark's CleanTreat
systemn, which removes medicinal residues from treatment water, and support the launch of
its BMKOS sea lice treatment.

It will also provide additional working capital to fund the continuing business and strategy
until a programme of planned disposals, set to raise up to £35m, is completed.

Peter George, executive chairman of Benchmark, said: "We are pleased to have raised the
full amount envisaged under the open offer.

"The proceeds of the open offer and placing will in part be used to scale up CleanTreat as
we prepare to launch BMKOS8, our novel medicinal treatment to combat sea lice, one of the
main biological challenges in salmon farming. We are excited about the opportunity we
now have to deliver Benchmark's enormous potential.”

Morningstar reported (17 February 2020):



https://www.morningstar.co.uk/uk/news/AN_1581945587171624200/benchmark-raises-gbp66-million-in-share-open-offer.aspx
https://www.insidermedia.com/news/yorkshire/benchmark-holdings-raises-6.6m
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Benchmark Raises GBP6.6 Million In Share Open Offer

(Alliance News) - Benchmark Holdings PLC on Monday said it has raised GBP6.6 million through a ...

Alliance News | 17 February, 2020 | 1:19PM B0 E A

{Alliance News) - Benchmark Holdings PLC on Monday said it has raised GBP6.6 million through a share open offer,
part of 8 GBP43 million overall fundraise by the company.

In January, the aquaculture health, nutrition and genetics firm said it had raised GBP36.4 million through the placing
of 91 million shares at 40 pence each. Following the placing, it announced a share open offer at the same price.

The stock was trading 1.2% lower at 42.00 pence each in London on Monday.

The campany received applications from qualifying shareholders for a total of 30.7 million open offer shares.
Benchmark said that the net amount realised from its fundraising will be used to scale-up development of its

CleanTreat system for aquaculture as well as to provide additional working capital.

"We are pleased to have raised the full amount envisaged under the open offer. The proceeds of the apen offer and
placing will in part be used to scale up CleanTreat as we prepare to launch BMKO8, our novel medicinal treatment to
combat sea lice, ane of the main biological challenges in salmon farming," said Benchmark Chair Peter George.

The Fish Site reported (17 February 2020):



https://thefishsite.com/articles/benchmark-raises-43-million-for-sea-lice-treatments
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Benchmark raises £43 million for sea lice

treatments
o

F by The Fish Site
17 February 2020, at 12:54pm

Benchmark Holdings, the aquaculture health, nutrition and genetics business, has raised £43
million, as it seeks to scale up its CleanTreat sea lice treatment system.

G+ A statement released by the company today explains that their recent open share offer
raised £6.6 million, while the rest has been conditionally raised by a share placing.

Peter George, executive chairman of Benchmark, commented: “We are pleased to have
raised the full amount envisaged under the open offer. The proceeds of the open offer
and placing will in part be used to scale up CleanTreat as we prepare to launch BMKOS8,
our novel medicinal treatment to combat sea lice, one of the main biological challenges
in salmon farming. We are excited about the opportunity we now have to deliver

Benchmark's enormous potential "

The CleanTreat system has shown promising results in trials in Norway - where it has
been used to treat over 30,000 tonnes of salmon - but it has not yet been approved for

full scale commercial use.


https://thefishsite.com/articles/benchmark-raises-43-million-for-sea-lice-treatments
https://thefishsite.com/articles/benchmark-raises-43-million-for-sea-lice-treatments

Undercurrent News reported (18 February 2020):
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Benchmark raises £43m to
scale up sea lice treatment

By Undercurrent News
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The UK aguaculture health, nutrition and genetics service Benchmark Holdings has raised
a sum of £43 million ($55.8m) in order to scale up its sea lice treatment system, it

announced in a press release.

According to Benchmark, the company issued an open offer and a placing on the London
stock exchange, at an issue price of £0.40 per ordinary share.

The open offer, announced Jan. 30, formally closed on Feb. 13, selling 30.6m open offer
shares and 91m placing shares. These are subject to "passing the relevant resolutions at
the general meeting to be held later today,” Benchmark said.

The money raised will now be used by Benchmark to scale up its CleanTreat system, which
uses wellboats to provide medicine to salmon while removing sea lice in a contained
system. The company plans to use this in conjunction with its upcoming medicinal

treatment, BMEQS, to limit the release of residue and resistant sea lice back into the sea.

Seafood Source reported (18 February 2020):

. SeafoodSource
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Benchmark raises USD 8.6 million through share open
offer

By Jason Holland sHARe @ W in B4
February 18, 2020

Sheffield, United Kingdem-based aquaculture health,
nutrition, and genetics business Benchmark Holdings PLC
has conditionally raised total gross proceeds of GBP 6.6
million {USD 8.6 million, EUR 7.9 million) through an open

Benchmark offer announced on 30 January 2020, representing the full

amount proposed.

HO']_dlngS plc In an advisory posted through the London Stock Exchange,

Benchmark also said that the company has conditionally
raised total gross proceeds of GBP 43 million (USD 56.1
million, EUR 51.7 million) by way of the placing and the
open offer.


https://www.seafoodsource.com/news/business-finance/benchmark-raises-usd-8-6-million-through-share-open-offer
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The open offer and placing issue price was GBP 0.40 (USD 0.52, EUR 0.48) per ordinary share.

By the open offer’s closing at 11 a.m. on 13 February, valid acceptances from qualifying shareholders in respect

of 30,691,713 open offer shares had been received, including applications for 25,054,237 open offer shares under the excess
application facility.

Admission of the 16,440,766 open offer shares (and the 91,000,000 placing shares) is subject to passing the relevant

resolutions at the general meeting.

“We are pleased to have raised the full amount envisaged under the open offer,” Benchmark Executive Chairman Peter
George said. "The proceeds of the open offer and placing will in part be used to scale up CleanTreat as we prepare to launch
BMKO08, our novel medicinal treatment to combat sea lice, one of the main biological challenges in salmon farming. We are

excited about the opportunity we now have to deliver Benchmark's enormous potential.”

For the year through 30 September, 2019, Benchmark made a pretax loss of GBP 73.3 million (USD 95.6 million, EUR 88.2
million) from continuing operations, compared with a loss of GBP 8.4 million (USD 11 million, EUR 10.1 million) for the
previous 12 months. Revenues from continuing operations for the year slipped 3 percent to GEP 127.3 million (USD 166
million, EUR 153.2 million), with adjusted earnings before interest, tax, depreciation, and amortization and impairment
(EBITDA) of GBP 12.1 million (USD 15.8 million, EUR 14.6 million), down 37 percent year-on-year.

The public interest is surely better served by disclosure rather than the dubious excuse of
protecting commercial interests.

Surely SEPA should be placing environmental protection ahead of the protection of economic
interests?

It seems that SEPA, by aiding and abetting privacy, are effectively promoting rogue/insider
trading. Benchmark, by failing to publicly disclose basic information on CleanTreat
(including BMKO08 & Ectosan) are guilty of potentially misleading investors and the public
alike.

Surely the public has a right to know what the CleanTreat process entails; how CleanTreat is
going to be used and what chemicals are going to be discharged/disposed of? Only then,
with full disclosure, can investors and the public make a wholly informed decision as to the
acceptability of CleanTreat. SEPA surely has no jurisdiction blocking public scrutiny.

SEPA's refusal letter dated 11 November 2019 stated that "the public interest would not be
served by the release of the information at this time".


https://www.seafoodsource.com/news/business-finance/benchmark-raises-usd-8-6-million-through-share-open-offer

SEPA holds a small amount of cormespondence. This information is excepted under Regulation
10(5)(f) of the EIRs. The text of which is reproduced below;

{5) A Scottish public authority may refuse a request to make environmental information available to
the extent that its disclosure would, or would Iikely fo prejudice substantially-

(f] the inferests of the person who provided the information where that person-

(i) was not under, and could not have been put under, any legal obligafion to supply the

information;

{if) did mot supply it in circumstances such that it could, apart from these Regulations, be made
available; and

{ii) has not consented to its disclosure

The release of the information in question would be likely to prejudice substantially the third party.
The Public Interest Test was camied out in relation to the information to be withheld under Regulation
10(5)(f) of the EIRs. In this case, we recognise that Regulation 10(2)(b) requires SEPA to apply a
presumption favour of disclosure. The public interest in favour of disclosure is outweighed by that in
favour of withholding. Requests for such information are considered by SEPA on a case by case
basis. In this case, it was determined that the public interest would not be served by the release of
the information at this time.

Scottish Salmon Watch strongly disagrees and believes that the time is now to release the
information. If the information is not disclosed before CleanTreat (and BMKO08 & Ectosan)
are officially approved and in operation around Scotland it will be too late for the public (as
well as investors) to make informed decisions including objections.

In conclusion, SEPA's refusal to disclose information on CleanTreat (including in relation to
BMKO08 & Ectosan - which may be one of the same but it is impossible to know since basic
information has been kept secret) is unreasonable and undemocratic. Please reverse SEPA's
refusal and force SEPA to come clean on CleanTreat.

Appendix:
From: Access to Information Enquiries <FOl.Mail@sepa.org.uk>
Date: Fri, Jan 31, 2020 at 3:54 PM
Subject: RE: FORMAL REVEW RESPONSE - F0191198 - FOLLOW UP RESPONSE
20200131
To: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com>
Dear Don
Apologies — | had not planned to take until the end of January to respond to you.
| attach:
An annotated version of the document you provided on 19 December 2019
Information held by SEPA that has been disclosed by Scottish Government. The
information is redacted, as required.
A supplementary Annex 1 document updating the outcome of the Formal Review.

Best regards

Alison



Alison M. Mackinnon,
Data Protection Officer
Scottish Environment Protection Agency
Angus Smith Building, Maxim 6, 6 Parklands Avenue, Eurocentral, Holytown, Lanarkshire

ML 4WQ

t: 01786 452453 m: 07795 644779 e:alison.mackinnon@sepa.org.uk web:

WWW.Sepa.org.uk

Annex 1 - FO191138 - Formal Review — Findings and Formal Review Qutcome - Supplementary findings - 31 January 2020.

relating to
CleanTraat and
the treatment

sttended meetings with
Benchmark on 9 October
2018, 11 April 2019, 30 May

30 September 2013

ing
details of any
maatings  and
carrespandenc
& with
Benchmark

and otfar
companisz. P
include
infarmatian

susa

tolks to
Jacilitate trials
of the
[CleanTreat]
spstem in
Scotland”.

2019, 20 September 2019 and

information on CleanTrect wia F01511587

SEPA's biankst refusal contrasts markedly with
FOI diseiosures on CleanTraat by the Seottich
Government which although imperfect and
substantially redacted do at least provide specific
information.

In foct, the Scottish Government has ewen
disclosed information relating fo SEPA including
emails and letters to and from SEPA wig FOI-158-
02443 {10 Docambar 2010); FOL/19/01388 (3 July
2013) and FO-13-00585 (23 Apnil 2018). Piease
6@ attached Appendix for specific details.

Finally, SEPA should be awars of the recant ruling
in Movember 2019 by the Scottish Information
Commissioner (Decision 160-2018) wiich forced
Scottish Mimisters to disclose information on the
provenonce of ‘Scottich’ saimor.  “in all the
circumstances, the {ommissioner cannot accept
that disciosure of the withheld information in this
cose would have the effect suggested by the
Ministors i.e. that disclozure would, or would bo
Nkely  to,  prejudice  substanticly  the
confidenticlity of commercial or industrial
infermation wivere such confidentiality is provided
for by low to protect o legitimate sconamic
interest.” concluded the Scottish Information
Commissionar.

Seomizh Salmon Warch sincarsly hepes that
another appeal is not necessary in this case. |am
ot holding my breath but | look forword to SEPA
revisiting  this review and disciosing the
infermation requested ASAP.

had relessed redacted versions of information in response to similar request.

In fact, the Scattish Government has even disclased informatian refating to SEPA inciuding
amails and letters to ond from SEPA via FOI-18-02443 (10 Decomber 2018); FOIA0/D1398 (3
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He sought feedback to whether SEPA could disclose redacted information instead of a
“blznket refuzal”.

The Formal Review Officer noted that the disclosure by Scottish Government was made on 19
December 2019. SEPA"s Formal Review response had been sent on 13 Decernber 2015,

The issues considered are outlined in the table below:
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Deecember) which included specific detais of the information disdased by the Scottish
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A review of the document provided by the enguirer identified 2 number of documents that
had been withheld in full.

She further reported that she had then checked the redacted disclosures made by Scottish

Gavernment, 3s published on their website and identified some addizional emails nat
contsined in the Appendix provided by the enquirer.

3. Findings
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From: Access to Information Enquiries <FOl.Mail@sepa.org.uk>
Date: Mon, Dec 23, 2019 at 4:58 PM
Subject: RE: FORMAL REVEW RESPONSE - F0191198

To: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com>

Cc: Access to Information Enquiries <FOIl.Mail@sepa.org.uk>

Dear Mr Staniford

| am writing to acknowledge receipt of your email, received by SEPA on 19 December 2019,
in which you asked SEPA to re-consider its refusal to disclose information on CleanTreat via

F0191198.

The Officer who conducted this Review is on annual leave, returning to the office on Monday
6 January and will consider your request on their return.



mailto:e%3Aalison.mackinnon@sepa.org.uk
http://www.sepa.org.uk/

If you are not satisfied with our response to your request for Review, you can appeal, in
writing, to the Scottish Information Commissioner, within six months of date of this
response.

Scottish Information Commissioner
Kinburn Castle

Doubledykes Road

St Andrews

Fife

KY16 9DS

Telephone: 01334 464610

Fax: 01334 464611

Email: enquiries@itspublicknowledge.info
www.itspublicknowledge.info/appeal

Should you wish to appeal against the Scottish Information Commissioner’s decision, you
have the right to appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. Any such appeal must
be made within 42 days after the date of intimation of the decision.

Regards,

Valerie Purves

SEPA Access to Information Team
Email: foi@sepa.org.uk

Tel: 01786 457700

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com>

Sent: 19 December 2019 20:23

To: Goodheir, Jennifer <Jennifer.Goodheir@sepa.org.uk>

Cc: Access to Information Enquiries <FOIl.Mail@sepa.org.uk>; Mackinnon, Alison
<Alison.Mackinnon@sepa.org.uk>

Subject: Re: FORMAL REVEW RESPONSE - F0191198

In the spirit of avoiding a time-consuming appeal to the Scottish Information Commissioner
do you think SEPA could re-consider its refusal to disclose information on CleanTreat via
F0191198?

SEPA's blanket refusal contrasts markedly with FOI disclosures on CleanTreat by the
Scottish Government which although imperfect and substantially redacted do at least provide
specific information.

In fact, the Scottish Government has even disclosed information relating to SEPA including
emails and letters to and from SEPA via FOI-19-02443 (19 December 2019); FOI/19/01398
(3 July 2019) and FOI-18-00985 (23 April 2018). Please see attached Appendix for specific
details.


mailto:enquiries@itspublicknowledge.info
http://www.itspublicknowledge.info/appeal
mailto:foi@sepa.org.uk
mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
mailto:Jennifer.Goodheir@sepa.org.uk
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https://www.dropbox.com/sh/bvaqinxu5zcgxf1/AAD4OtLePPlX97e1LPWHaAL9a?dl=0&preview=1.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-19-01398/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-18-00985/

Finally, SEPA should be aware of the recent ruling in November 2019 by the Scottish
Information Commissioner (Decision 160-2019) which forced Scottish Ministers to disclose
information on the provenance of 'Scottish' salmon. "In all the circumstances, the
Commissioner cannot accept that disclosure of the withheld information in this case would
have the effect suggested by the Ministers i.e. that disclosure would, or would be likely to,
prejudice substantially the confidentiality of commercial or industrial information where such
confidentiality is provided for by law to protect a legitimate economic interest,” concluded
the Scottish Information Commissioner.

Scottish Salmon Watch sincerely hopes that another appeal is not necessary in this case. |
am not holding my breath but | look forward to SEPA re-visiting this review and disclosing
the information requested ASAP.

As ever, | am happy to discuss this matter informally via 07771 541826.

Best fishes for 2020 and Merry Fishmas,

Don

Director, Scottish Salmon Watch

Appendix: FOI Disclosures by the Scottish Government on CleanTreat
Via FOI-19-02443 disclosed today (19 December 2019):

#1: Letter from the SSPO to SEPA copied to Scottish Ministers

SEPA was lobbied by the Scottish Salmon Producers Organisation (SSPO) to conduct field
trials of CleanTreat in Scotland after being "trialled successfully in Norway":

"You undertook to look again at the potential for trials of novel lice treatment methods and
the barriers in the way of Scottish trials for the CleanTreat innovation which the developers
believe has no environmental impact at sea,” wrote the Chief Executive of the Scottish
Salmon Producers Organisation to the Terry A'Hearn, Chief Executive of SEPA in May
2019. "The novel approach has been trialled in Norway successfully and now requires field
trials in Scotland....We understand that there have been discussions with the company
involved though no progress has been made to take forward trials in Scotland.”


https://www.itspublicknowledge.info/uploadedFiles/Decision160-2019.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/bvaqinxu5zcgxf1/AAD4OtLePPlX97e1LPWHaAL9a?dl=0&preview=1.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/bvaqinxu5zcgxf1/AAD4OtLePPlX97e1LPWHaAL9a?dl=0&preview=1.pdf

S>>

Scottish Salmon

30 May 2019

Mr T A’Hearn

SEPA

Strathallan House
Castle Business Park
Stirling

FK9 4TZ

By Email

Dear Terry,

[Redacted]

XK->

Scotush Salmon

In this context. you undertook to look again at the potential for trials of novel lice treatment
methods and the barriers in the way of Scottish trials for the CleanTreat innovation which the
developers believe has no environmental impact at sea. The novel approach has been
trialled in Norway successfully and now requires field trials in Scotland. It has the potential to
reduce other medicinal treatment methods for lice significantly and reduce environmental
impact from farms. We understand that there have been discussions with the company
involved though no progress has been made to take forward trials in Scotland. If you
required further information on the detail of the issue, we can provide i, though your team
have worked with [Redacted] at Marine Scotland and the company involved directly already.

[Redacted]


https://www.dropbox.com/sh/bvaqinxu5zcgxf1/AAD4OtLePPlX97e1LPWHaAL9a?dl=0&preview=1.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/bvaqinxu5zcgxf1/AAD4OtLePPlX97e1LPWHaAL9a?dl=0&preview=1.pdf

| am copying this letter to Roseanna Cunningham, Cabinet Secretary for Cabinet Secretary
for Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform and Fergus Ewing, Cabinet Secretary
for the Rural Economy.

| look forward to your early response.
Yours sincerely,

[Redacted]

Julie Hesketh-Laird
Chief Executive

c.C. Roseanna.Cunningham.msp@parliament.scot
Fergus.Ewing.msp@parliament.scot

Scottish Salmon Producers Organisation
83 Princes Street, Edinburgh, EH2 2ER
enquiries@scottishsalmon.co uk
www scottishsalmon co.uk @SSPOsays
Reg. No. SC152347

#2: Redacted letter dated 3 October 2019 from the SSPO to SEPA copied to Scottish
Ministers

From: [Redacted] @gov.scot> On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for the Rural Economy
Sent: 03 October 2019 13:00
To:[Redacted] @gov.scot>

Cc: Cabinet Secretary for the Rural Economy <CabSecRE@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for the Environment, Climate
Change and Land Reform <CabSecECCLR@gov.scot>; Minister for Rural Affairs and the Natural Environment

<MinisterRANE@gov.scot>; [Redacted] @gov.scot>; DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>;
Director of Marine Scotland Mailbox <Directormarinescotland@gov.scot>; Palmer MR (Mike)
<Mike.Palmer@gov.scot>; [Redacted] gov.scot>; [Redacted]

[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] @gov.scot>

Subject: Letter from the CEO of the SSPO
[Redacted]
To be aware of the attached correspondence that Mr Ewing and Ms Cunningham have been copied.

Kind regards

[Redacted]

Cabinet Secretary for the Rural Economy


https://www.dropbox.com/sh/bvaqinxu5zcgxf1/AAD4OtLePPlX97e1LPWHaAL9a?dl=0&preview=2.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/bvaqinxu5zcgxf1/AAD4OtLePPlX97e1LPWHaAL9a?dl=0&preview=2.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/bvaqinxu5zcgxf1/AAD4OtLePPlX97e1LPWHaAL9a?dl=0&preview=1.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/bvaqinxu5zcgxf1/AAD4OtLePPlX97e1LPWHaAL9a?dl=0&preview=1.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/bvaqinxu5zcgxf1/AAD4OtLePPlX97e1LPWHaAL9a?dl=0&preview=2.pdf

From: [Redacted] @scottishsalmon.co.uk>
Sent: 03 October 2019 12:12

To: ComplaintsAdministrator@sepa.org.uk
Cc: ComplaintsAdministrator@sepa.org.uk; Cabinet Secretary for the Environment, Climate Change and Land

Reform <CabSecECCLR@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for the Rural Economy <CabSecRE@gov.scot>; [Redacted]

<Redacted]  sepa.org.uk>;[Redacted]  @sepa.org.uk; [Redacted] @scottishsalmon.co.uk>;
[Redacted] @sepa.org.uk; [Redacted) @sepa.org.uk>

Subject: Letter from the CEO of the SSPO

Dear Sirs,

[Redacted)

Julie

Julie Hesketh-Laird
Chief Executive
Scottish Salmon Producers' Organisation

83 Princes Street, Edinburgh, EHZ 2ER
07843 170483

0131 202 6211
jhesketh-laird@scottishsalmon.co.uk
www.scottishsalmon.co.uk

Twitter: @JulieHL

Scotush Salmon

#11: Email from SEPA to Benchmark re. visit to CleanTreat wellboat on 30 September 2019



https://www.dropbox.com/sh/bvaqinxu5zcgxf1/AAD4OtLePPlX97e1LPWHaAL9a?dl=0&preview=11.pdf

From: [Redacted] @SEPA.org.uk>
Sent: 25 September 2019 11:53

To:[Redacted] @bmkanimalhealth.com>; [Redacted] @vmd.defra.gsi.gov.uk>;
[Redacted]  @gov.scot
Cc:[Redacted] @bmkanimalhealth.com>; [Redacted]

[Redacted]  @bmkanimalhealth.com>
Subject: RE: URGENT- Clean Treat visit opportunity

Morning [Redacted]

| can make 9am on Monday, | think it is important to flag a couple of points. We would expect to follow this up with
a visit to the warehouse with relevant staff (our chemists), however having spoken to whilst a visit to the lab in
a warehouse would be worthwhile it would obviously be much better to see the lab in situ on the vessel.

Given the above and the fact that can no longer make it, would it be possible to include on the visit?

We understand that a chemist won't be available on the day, but still think. seeing the lab in situ would be of
benefit.

Thanks
[Redacted]

[Redacted]

Scottish Environment Protection Agency, Regulatory Services North, West Highland and Argyll Team, Kilbrandon
House, Manse Brae, Lochgilphead, PA31 8QX

t:[Redacted]  m:[Redacted] e:[Redacted] @sepa.org.uk web: www.sepa.org.uk

Via FO1/19/01398 (3 July 2019):

Part 1:

CONFIDENTIAL

Use of -and Clean Treat in the UK- Meeting 2

Meeting Location: 11™ April 2019, 3.15-4.00pm, SEPA Offices, Stirling

Attendees: - “—
Benchmark AH SEPA Ms VMD

| [Redacted] __|[Redacted] _|[Redacted] ___ | [Redacte



https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-19-01398/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/foi-eir-release/2019/07/foi-19-01398/documents/foi-19-01398-information-released-part1/foi-19-01398-information-released-part1/govscot%3Adocument/FOI-19-01398%2BInformation%2BReleased%2Bp
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/bvaqinxu5zcgxf1/AAD4OtLePPlX97e1LPWHaAL9a?dl=0&preview=11.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/foi-eir-release/2019/07/foi-19-01398/documents/foi-19-01398-information-released-part1/foi-19-01398-information-released-part1/govscot:document/FOI-19-01398+Information+Released+p

From:[Redacted]

Sent: 29 November 2018 10:02
To:[Redacted]

cc:[Redacted]
Subject: Aquaculture - CleanTreat

Hi_

1. 1 understand "W 3ssed on Mr Ewing's request for details about outstanding CAR
applications — grateful for an update please.

2. We have also had a reguest from Mr Ewing for information about the situation regarding the
following:

“Mr Ewing would like advice from SEPA + MS LOT on the current progress of Benchmark's
application for field trials of CleanTREAT -+l in Scotland. For those who are not aware of
the system - CleanTREAT is a system whicHl ‘cleans’ the sea lice treatment chemical { in this case
a new produciRedacted ) from water before the water is

discharged. rﬁtp:ﬂww_benchmark;plc.comfar1i+:|es.’cleantreat—by—bench mark/ .

[Redacted]  gytlined that the company wish to push forward with trials in Scotland (trials already
happening in Norway) — and that Marine Harvest[Redacted] as partner wants to get this off
the ground as soon as possible. It was claimed that neither SEPA nor MS LOT could confirm to
the company who the regulatory lead on their application would be.[Redacted]  said that progress
with regulators was slow and that they wished to speed things up. Hence Mr Ewing's request for
immediate advice.”

Happy to discuss — by phone if appropriate

Thanks
I

[Redacted]
Environmental Quality and Circular Economy Division - Environment and Forestry Directorate -
Scottish Government

_IRedacted]

Part 2:


https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/foi-eir-release/2019/07/foi-19-01398/documents/foi-19-01398-information-provided-part-2/foi-19-01398-information-provided-part-2/govscot%3Adocument/FOI-19-01398%2BInformation%2BReleased%252

From: [Redacted] MARLAE)

Sent: 29 May 2019 11:42
To: [Redacted]
Subject: RE: Benchmark CleanTreat

Hi [
Back in the office now!

We met with Benchmark a few weeks ago. SEPA and the VMD were also in attendance.

The position was that they would need to satisfy sepa’s concerns as part of any marine licence
application prior to the handover of the licensing role to SEPA. After which it seems likely to be
SEPA's process entirely. They do seem to be in discussion with SEPA still. [Redacted]

[Redacted] As part of the meeting,
Benchmark advised they would draft a ‘white paper’ to help explain what their plans were [Redacte

This has not yet been recefled and
we will be writing to benchmark, finalising the meeting minutes and reminding them of their offer of
the white paper, probably today.

Hope this helps,

[Redacted]

From: [Redacted)]

Sent: 26 Anril 2019 1/:50

To: [Redacted]

Ce [Redacted]

Subject: RE: Meeting - Thursday 11 April 2019 1430 - 1630h
wi

Yes it will definitely be possible to visit the boat. We are re-starting trials next week and are looking at possible dates
for your visit. The dates are not yet fixed as it depends on the farms and the weather. It is looking likely that a date
in the week of the 20" May might work but this is not yet confirmed. | will let you know definite dates as soon as |
have them but they may be at quiet short notice unfortunately. | am currently looking into maximum numbers and
will get back to you asap. | am hoping we can accommodate 2 people each from SEPA, MS and VMD but | need to
confirm this. We will be limited by safety issues etc.

Kind Regards

[Redacted]

Animal Health Division

Tel:[Redacted]
[Redacted)

Animal Health
Bush House, Edinburgh Technopole, Edinburgh, EH26 OBB


https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/foi-eir-release/2019/07/foi-19-01398/documents/foi-19-01398-information-provided-part-2/foi-19-01398-information-provided-part-2/govscot:document/FOI-19-01398+Information+Released%2
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/foi-eir-release/2019/07/foi-19-01398/documents/foi-19-01398-information-provided-part-2/foi-19-01398-information-provided-part-2/govscot:document/FOI-19-01398+Information+Released%2

From:[Fedacted]

Sent: 23 April 2019 14.49
To:[Redacted]

C:[Fedactad]
Subject: RE: Meeting - Thursday 11 April 2019 1430 - 1630h

v

Thanks for your time a couple of weeks ago. On reflection given your proposals are likely to invelve commissioning a
new or repurposing an existing vessel, it is important that we have the opportunity to feed in to or comment on any
designs {particularly in referance to any potantial process contrels). As raised at the meeting our current
understanding of the treatment and transfer process of your operations in Norway is fairly limited, for us to provide
appropriate input we really need to have a clear understanding of the existing process. | think a visit to the existing
vessel whilst operational would really help us develop that understanding, This would then allow us te highlight any
areas of concern early so that they could potentially be addressed/mitigated as part of the design procass.

| know thara was an action from the meeting, but it would bae pood to know if that is going to be possible and if so,
when and what limit there might be in numbers?

Kind regards

[Redacted]

Scottish Environment Protection Agency, Regulatory Services Morth, West Highland and Argyll Team, Kilorandon
House, Manse Brae, Lochgilphead, PA31 80X
[Redacted] wizh: wwnw sepa org.uk


https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/foi-eir-release/2019/07/foi-19-01398/documents/foi-19-01398-information-provided-part-2/foi-19-01398-information-provided-part-2/govscot:document/FOI-19-01398+Information+Released%2

me:mﬂdade‘j]

Sent: 26 March 2015 14:12
To:[Redacted]

[Redacted]
Subject: Meeting - Thursday 11 April 2019 1430 - 1630h

Diear All

Thank you for completing the doodle poll, apologies that this date and time may not suit everyone, but as always it
has proved difficult to find a slot. A number of us will be attending another meeting that day in Stirding on Thursday
the 11* and so this looked like the best option. However to allow attendance at both we were hoping that you
wiould be open to holding the meeting in Stirling. | have booked a mesting room at out SEPA Stirling Office,
Strathallan House Castle Business Park Stirling FKO 4TZ. Parking is available at the Castleview Park and Ride a 5

minute walk from the office. The office is linked to the Stirling Rail Station via the Park and Ride Bus
hitps:{my.stiding.gov. ukirads-transport-streetsiparking -car-parks/park-ride/.

ApUIDEiES[R'E’dm but if you forwarded the invite to colleagues | don't have their email addresses so please

pass this information along. Please confirm your attendance ideally by return. Should attendance in person not be
possible we would be able to provide teleconferencing with live document sharing facilities.

Regards

kit kit kit ki kkzt k2t kXt kXt kxR kkRid kit kit kit ki kiR kR kxk kkd kR &

[Redacted]

Scottish Environment Protection Agency
Strathallan House
Castle Business Park

Stirling

FES ATZ

Tel-[Redacted]

[Redacted)

Erom: [Fedactad]

Sent: 07 Necember 2018 11:28

Ta: [Fedacted)

Ce: [Redacted)

Subject: RE: For information anly - Outcome of meetings on 28 Movernber - mortality
dispasal + Benchmark cleantreat

Attachments: Cab Sec beiel - benchmark - Dec 201 8.doo

e LTy Happy in large part, but I've suggested downplaying the references to wellboat discharge licensing
moving to SEPA as it shouldn’t affect consideration of this propeosal under the current system (and any suggestion
that it might may well be seized on).

Regard 5,_

Via FOI-18-00985 (23 April 2018):


https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-18-00985/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/foi-eir-release/2019/07/foi-19-01398/documents/foi-19-01398-information-provided-part-2/foi-19-01398-information-provided-part-2/govscot:document/FOI-19-01398+Information+Released%2
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/foi-eir-release/2019/07/foi-19-01398/documents/foi-19-01398-information-provided-part-2/foi-19-01398-information-provided-part-2/govscot:document/FOI-19-01398+Information+Released%2
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/foi-eir-release/2019/07/foi-19-01398/documents/foi-19-01398-information-provided-part-2/foi-19-01398-information-provided-part-2/govscot:document/FOI-19-01398+Information+Released%2

From Redacted] N

Sent: 13 December 2017 14:01
To:[Redacted]

Cc:|Redacted]

Subject: RE: Ectosan sea lice treatment

Hi[Redacted]

Thanks for the Ectosan press release.

I note that Benchmark describe Ectosan as a follow on product to Salmosan. There's no publicly available on active
ingredients, but | wonder if it's also azamethiphos-based, with the associated regulatory controls and need to avoid
sea lice resistance, etc?

Regarding CleanTreat, this water purification system was presented at a SSPO meeting last week — again, no details
provided on how the tech works, which made some of the audience a bit sceptical. Interestingly, it was mentioned
that the shipping container-based modules would need to be multiplied up to enable treatment of commercial scale
water volumes. As | understood things, this would in turn need a secondary vessel alongside the well boat. Finally, it
was mentioned that initial discussion have been had with SEPA, but no indication as to how advanced these are.

| hope this is of some help!

Best regards,
[Redacted]

[Redacted)

[Redacted)

Scottish Aquaculture Innovation Centre

(t)[Redacted]  (m)lRedacted] () scottishaquaculture.com Connect+Collaborate

On Fri, Dec 13, 2019 at 4:38 PM Goodheir, Jennifer <Jennifer.Goodheir@sepa.org.uk>
wrote:

Dear Mr Staniford

FORMAL REVEW RESPONSE

Please refer to the enclosed response in relation to your request for information.
Regards

Jennifer Goodheir on behalf of

SEPA Access to Information team

Email: foi@sepa.org.uk
Tel: 01786 457700

Via: https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/sepa-cleantreat-refusal-review-13-dec-2019.pdf


mailto:Jennifer.Goodheir@sepa.org.uk
mailto:foi@sepa.org.uk

Annex 1 - F0191198 - Formal Review — Findings and Formal Review Outcome

Puines raised by enquirer at Farmal Review
Ploasa cansider this a farmel request for o review of F0191091.

Could you plecse doubic-chack your response which seams
cearly incdequate and incamplate?

[Questians 1-5]

Scattish Saiman Wirtch hos huge difficulty i befieving that SEAS
dogs not hove infarmation in relation o paints 1-5.

For axompls, in the Scotiond’s Aguacalture datobose whith
Scattish Satman Witch un SEPA has responsibility
[far it stotes thot “NB This doetaset does not include tregtments
carried gut an wallboats. The full annual SPRI data returns
inclusive of wellbagt information can be found fere:

bittn/agquacutture scotiond. gon. uk/data/fish_farms_manthly_

biamss_and_trectment_reports.cspx

Sy, SAR) gate for 2018 ix still not cvailobie {which i shacking
in itseffl:
bittps;/ffwww. sepd. ang. uk enviro mant/@maronmenteh-
data/zeri’

Hawever, SEPA as sursly inputted ond accessed wall bogt dita
far 2017 fand pevhops far soma or ol of 2018) fram Marine
Seatlond ar ather porties since 1 Jonuary 2018,

Mare specifically, thers would surely be cormespandence with
Warine Scotland, the Scattish Gavernment and ather parties in
reigtion to well beat ditu a3 presented via Seatiand’s
A

Question Original response (FO180081]

[1.] Blecze Questians [1] - [51

provide

information om | We canfirm that SEPA does

tha discharge | not hold the reguested

of smiman infiormation in 1-5 sbowve. This

farming well | information is therefare

boctsinced | excepted under Reguiatian

Jonuary 2018, | 1044{z) of the Elfis. The text
af which is reproduced below:

(3] Plezse (4] A Seottish public sutharity

include detailr, | may refuse to make

mogs, photas, | emiranmental infarmation

rig refarances, | available to the extent that-

licences ond | (3] it Baes nat hold that

any ather infarmatian when an

informetion | applicant’s requestis

ralating to reczived.

whara, when, | The auception in regulstion

what and how | 1044){3) is subject to the

samon public intzrest test in

farming welf | regulation 10{1)[k) of the EIRs.

boges A5 SEPA daes nat hold the

discharge their | informatian in questian there

fffuants. iz na concewvable public
interestin requiring that the

5] Far infarmatizn ba mace

example, there | available.

is apparently o

marked’ Unider the terms of Regulation

desigrated 9 of the EIRs, SEPA has a duty

arec aff Oban | b pravide sdvice and

whera assistance, we advise that well

discharges bosts ara liczncad by Marine

taka place. Scotland. In sccordance with

Plegseprovide | Regulstion 14{1)b) of the

information ElRs, we sdvise you to contact

relating teany | Marine Scotland directly far

. i o, T

ploces around | detsils are;

Seotland where | Marine Scotland Mailpaint 11

saimon 1B Szuth Victoria Quay,

farming welf | Edinburgh, EHE 600

bogts are marinescotiand @gov.scot

parmitted to vevve. Zov. 5ot/ about

discharge contact-information/haw-to-

effluents. reguest-information,

[4] Please

Pp— the SPRL

Hencs, plecse double-check your records and respanse to
Scottich Saimon Watch's ROV dated 27 October 2019 which, intar
Pleaze provide infarmation in relation to what quantities af
&fflusnt ore discharged - including any date on discharges af
towic chemicols, disewsed waters ond other moterials.

Planzs includs cny carmesponcence, amails, Cobinct Brigfings,
dats, sampling results, testing ond ather information ralating to
saimen farming well baat discharges since 1 fanuary 2018.
[Quastian §]

Firall, in relctian ta SERA's refuscl ta pravide information on
Benchmark'’s CleanTreat which SEPA odmits to passessing “a

Annex 1— FD131198 - Formal Review — Findings and Formal Review Outcome

1. Scope of Formal Review

Findings presented to Review Group

Tha enguirer contacted SEPA on 11 Novernber 2019 ceeking 3 Farmal Review of
SEPAs failure to releass information beld by 3EPA in 3 response to the request
for infarmation ariginally received on 23 October 2019,

| Resoonse o Question 6 | »

2. Handling of the original request

questions.

The i idered in this Far ar= qutlined in the table belaw:
| Ouestion Isswes considered in the Farmal
| Review
Fesponzoto Quastionz1- |« Whether regulation 10[4)[z) of the
5 EIRs i applicable to the withheld
information.

»  Theresfter cansider rbeasitility of
withireld infarmatian.

Whether regulation 10(5)[f) of the

EIRs & applicable to the withheld

infarmation.

»  Therssfier cansider rebeasitility of
withireld infarmatian.

The Formal Review Cfficer repartad that the ariginal request cantained sic
Guestions [11{5] refated to infarmatian relating to wellbost Sschanges.

‘Question [E] saught infarmation on the Cleantrest tragtment systam.

The respanse was sent ta the enquirer on 11 November 2019,

3. Findings
=2 Findings
1. Whether regulction = The scope of regulation 1044}(s)
10{8){a} of the Eifs iz afthe EIRs was cansidered in
applicable to the withfeld relztian tothe withheld
information — Questions information.
(2] -[5 Questions [1], [4] and [5]

The Formal Review Officer
reparted that fredback was

sought from colleagues rezarding

data on wellbozt discharges
submitted for SPAI

It was confinmed that SEPA doss
hold data on wellboat discharges

far 2018 submittadl by Marire
Scatland for indusian in SPRI.

Outcome of Formal Review

(Fo11198)

The Group nated the paints

raized by the enquirer in his
request for a Farmal Review.

The Graup then considered the
findings of the Farmal Review.

Question Original response (FOL90091] | Points raised By enquirer at Farmal Review Findings presented to Review Group Outcome of Formal Review
(Fo151198)
infarmation in small amount of correspandance”, Scottish Saiman Watch asks = It was canfierned that when the
ralation to SEPA to reconsider your refusal 2018 data was received from
what Marine Scotland the
quontities of SEPA admits ta meating Banchmark at legst five timas in 2018 azzmatkiphes and deftamethrin
effiuent cre and 2019: figures wers extracted, matched
discharged - tothe SPRI ID and CAR Fcence
including any Plaase redoct the nomes of the individuats by afl means but ard then callated in the
data on refusing ta giscase ary information on thase meetings fliss in spreadshest MCFF-
discharges of tha face of Freedom of infarmation. SEPA is o publidy funded WellboatTreatments-2048, which
tawic ogency and surely it must be hatd publicly cccountable.  Pleass was sent to the PRI team. The Group agreed with the
chamicals, tharafare provide tha information requasted. «  The Marine Scatland d ion that
diseazad includes details of discharges under the terms of Regulstion
waters and relating to specified Marine 10{4} {a] should nat be upheld in
othar Scatland fioences. relation to Questions [1], [4]
matarils. The data ealiated by SEPA far and [5}, 35 SEPA hiolds
inclusion in SPRT includes information.
(5]  Flease consolisted data on discharges The Group noted that three
include  any in relation to specified CAR iterns are released with this
correspandenc icences. response.
& emails, = Recommendation that the
Cobirar exception under the terms of
Briefings, date, Regulation 10{4)[n) should not
sampling I upheld in relation to
results, testing Questions [11, [4] and [5}, ==
and  athar SEPA holds information.
:ﬁﬂmr;gm - «  Thres items are releazed with this
satman e
forming  wall Questions [2] and [3]
bogt «  The Formal Revisw Dfficar
discharges sought feedback on whether
since 1 lanuary SEPA halts detailed infarmatian
2018 an the locatian of permitted
wellboat discharges.
(6]  Fleose | 151 = ltwas confimed that SEPA does
include  amp | SEPA hokds 3 small smount of nat hald the requested
:ﬁﬂﬂj"m comespandence. This y infarmation.
to | information is axcey under .
CleonTocat and Regulstion L0{SKF) :Zdrg ElRs. *  TheFormal Review Officer nated
o that Marine Seotlard publishes

tha tregtment | The test of whichis details of Ficence apglications and
zx:”wm :;r'a"gu;“:;:‘::lj;ﬂ . rantad ficances on their website

" uthasity at httpe ine.zow.scot/mslkot-
including may refuse 3 request to make ill-:ptilil:itinn-i:n-pm,:n— i
detoils of any | enviranmental infarmation ocumentstian. Liences an be The Group agreed with the
mestings and | available to lacsted by site name or ficence rrecommendstion that the
correspandenc | the extent that its disdasure mumber. exception under the terms of
@ with | would, or would likely to  ltwms noted that the SPRI data Regulation 10(4) [} should be

prejucice i returns cantain site names and upheld in relation to Questions

and  othar ficnce numbers which couid be




Annex 1 - F01591198 - Formal Review — Findings and Formal Review Outcome

Annex 1- FIM9113% - Formal Review — Findings and Formal Review Outcome

i [ 1] | Paints raised by enquirer at Farmal Review

(] the interests of the persan
wha pravided the information
where that parsan-

{i) was nat under, and could
not have been put under, any
legal oblization to supgly the
infanmation;

{ji) gid ot supply itin
circumstances such that it
could, apart from these
FRegulations, be made
available; and

{jii) has nat conserted to its
disclosure

The release of the information
in question would be likzhy to
prejudice substantially the
third party. The Public Intarest
Test was camied out in
relation ta the information o
be withheld under Regulation
AD{5)if] of the EIRs. In this
case, wa racogrise that
Begulstion 10{2b} requires
SEPA to apply 3 presumption
fawour of disclosure. The:
public interest in fawaur of
disclosure is cutweighed by
that in fawvour of withholding.
Bequests for such information
are considered by SERA on 2
case by case basis. In this
case, it was determined that
the public irterest would not
be senved by the refease of
the information at this time

Wi canfirm that SEPA has
sttended mestings with
Benchmark on 8 Dctober
2018, 11 Agril 2019, 30 May
2018, 20 Seprember 2018 and
30 September 2018

Findings presented to Review Group

used as the basis of 3 seanch of
the Marine Scotland cence
wieksite.

= Recommendstion that the
exception under the terms of
Regulation 10(4)(a) should be
upheld in relation to Guestions
[2] and [3}, as SEPA does not

hold the requested information.
I ‘Sea furthar detail balow.

2 Consisteration of the = The Formal Review Officar
applicatility of the reparted that the content of the
axception under the terms callated infarmatian had been
of regulation 105K to reviewee. It was notsd that the
the withfeld infarmation — information included
Questian [§]. carrespandence received by

SEPA, sant by SEPA ard intermal
camrespandence.
= Recommendstion that the
exception under the terms of
Regulation 10(5)[f] should nat be
upheld in redation to Guestion
[61.
|3 Consideration of the = The Formal Review Officar
applicatility of the reparted that 57 items had bean
axzaption undar the terms callsted in relstian to Question
of reguletion 10{5)fe) to 151

the withfeld informotian = Feedback was sought from
calleagues as to the nature of the
callated infarmation.

= Feedback was sought ang
received from relevant third
parties and cansidersd during the
Farmal Review.

=  Recommendstion that the
exception at regubation 10{5)e}
of the EIRs should be opplied to
the collated information held by
SEPA and that the information
would continue to be withheld.

= See further detail below.

Information withheld and not refeased with this response

Wz have identified infarmation and documents that cannot be released into
the public domain #t this time. The table bekow autiines the types af
infarmation and the exception that is being apglied. Further infarmation an the

‘Dutcome of Formal Review

(FO151196)
121 and I3}, as SEPA does not:
hold the requested information.

The Group agreed with the
recommendation that cxception
under the terms of Regulation
10(5{f) shoulbd not be upheld in
relation to Question [61

The Group agreed with the
recommendation that the

exception at regulstion 10{5) (<]
af the ElRs should be opplicd t
the callted information held by
SEPA in relstion to Question [5]
and that the information would
continue to be withheld.

Question

Original response (FO0180091] | Points raised by enquirer at Farmal Review

Findings presented to Review Group
reazzns for withhalding the imfarmatian is provided below, with details of sach
=xczptian.

| Type of information | Number of Outcome

A Information relating | N/A Information not held

to welltioat discharges Withheld uncer
- Questions [2] and [3]. regulation 104)(a} of
the ElRs

Withheld in full under
regulation 105)(<} of
the ElRs

| B. Infarmation relsting | 57
to Cleantreat —
Questian [8].

Application of exceptions under the terms of the ElRs.

A - Agplication of R 10¢8}a) - et heid — Questions [2] and

This disclosure of the infarmation i excepted uncer Regulstion 10(4] (3] of the
EIRs. The text of which is reproduced below;
@] A Scottish public autharity may refiise to make enviommantal
infarmation aumilable t the extant that:-
{al it dows not hold that information when o apalicant's request is
recaivad,

The Farmal Review Officar cutlined the scope of sxceptian ot Regulstion 10(4)(s)
af the Enir cemation [Ssatland] s 2004,

The detailed brisfing prepared by the Dffice of the Scattish Infarmatian
Commissionar was alm carsulted - bt/ itmublickraudeces infa Lz FOISA-
ElRsGuidance/EIRszxcaptiontrisfings/Regulation 10{4){zlinformationnstheld.as
R,

The exception in regulatian 103)(a) is subject ta the public interest test in
reguilation 10{1{b} of the ElRs. &3 SEPA daes not hold the infarmatian in questian
there is o conceivable public intenest in requiring that the infarmation be mads
available.

the EIRs should be a|
[EiN

ep the terms of ion 10(4)=} of
ied to the information requested in Questions [2] and

B. - Commarcicl ir 105 ){e) of the Eifls — Question §

Regulation 10{S)=) states that = Soattish puslic sutharity may refuse ta maks
ervirgnmental infarmation availsble o the extent that its disclosurs would, or
would be Tikely to, prejudice s sally th tiality of ial ar

Outcome of Formal Review
(Fo101198)




Annex 1 — F0191198 - Formal Review — Findings and Formal Review Outcome

Question Original response (FO130091] | Points raised by enquirer at Farmal Review Findings presented to Review Group Outcome of Farmal Review
(Fo121128)

industrial infarmatian where such canfidentiakity is pravided far by law to
protect & legitimate cconamic interest.

The Formal Review Cfficar cutfined the scops of exception at Regultion 10/5)
(=) of the Erviranmental Irfarmation {Scotland) Regulaticns 2004,

The relevant section of the briefing prepared by the Office of the Scottish
Informaticn Commissianer was slso corsulted -
ttp:/ fitspublicknawiecies.infa/Law/ElRs /EIRsExc ptions aspx

The Formal Review Gfficer report=d on the tests set down by the Sattish
Informaticn Commissianer on the spglication of Regulstian 10[5) (e} of the
EIRs. hwas canfirmed that details of the specified trestment were not publicy
vailable and that they were commercial in nature.

Fedback had been saught from the thind party wha corfirmed that gisclosuns
af irfarmation would csuss substantial prejudice 3 their commerdial interests.

In the specific Circumstances of this request, SEPA considers that the release of
the cormespandence an d dacumentation would cause 3 substantial prejudice ta
the commescial undertaking and scoramic interest. SEPA therefore cantends
that the public intarest in the release of the infarmation iz cutweighed by the
public intarest in mairtsining the exception under the terms of Reguiation
10)5}{=) of the ElRs

Recommendstion thet information relating to the raquestsd information
should continue: o be withheld, ot this ime, under the terms of Regulation
1045] [¢] of the Enviranmental Information {Scotiand) Regulstions 2004, after
the application of the Public Interest Test, as noted shave

From: Access to Information Enquiries <FOl.Mail@sepa.org.uk>

Date: Tuesday, December 10, 2019

Subject: ACCESS TO INFORMATION FORMAL REVIEW - F0191198 [F0191091]
To: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com>

Hi Don

I am currently working on your Formal Review of your request on wellboat discharges and
Cleantreat.

I have located the SPRI wellboat data for 2018 and am now liaising with colleagues to
ensure that we have traced all information held by SEPA on wellboat discharges before |
finalise our response to Questions [1] — [5].

I am also reviewing the information withheld by SEPA relating to Cleantreat

Our response was due to be sent you today. However | am not yet in a position to finalise
the response as | am awaiting feedback from colleagues , who have been on leave and are not
back in the office until later this week.

I am therefore seeking your agreement to send you our Formal Review response by 13
December 2019, so that I can ensure that all the matters you raised on 11 November
have been addressed.

Thank you for patience in this matter.

Best regards

Alison

Alison M. Mackinnon,

Data Protection Officer, Information Governance, Performance and Innovation Portfolio
Scottish Environment Protection Agency, Strathallan House, Castle Business Park, Stirling,

FK9 4TZ,
t: 01786 452453 m: 07795 644779 e:alison.mackinnon@sepa.org.uk web: www.sepa.org.uk
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The information contained in this email is confidential and is intended solely for the use of
the named addressee. Access, copying or re-use of the information in it by any other is not
authorised. If you are not the intended recipient please notify us immediately by return email
to postmaster@sepa.org.uk.

SEPA registered office: Strathallan House, Castle Business Park, Stirling, FK9 4TZ. Under
the Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act 2000, the email system at SEPA may be subject
to monitoring from time to time

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com>
Sent: 11 November 2019 14:47

To: Access to Information Enquiries <FOI.Mail@sepa.org.uk>
Subject: Review re. F:0191091

Please consider this a formal request for a review of F:0191091.

Could you please double-check your response which seems clearly inadequate and
incomplete?

Scottish Salmon Watch has huge difficulty in believing that SEPA does not have information
in relation to points 1-5.

For example, in the Scotland's Aquaculture database which Scottish Salmon Watch
understands that SEPA has responsibility for it states that "NB This dataset does not include
treatments carried out on wellboats. The full annual SPRI data returns inclusive of wellboat
information can be found here

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish farms monthly biomass and treatment reports.

aspx

pot ol

aquaCUltLlre anvironment

s | Rescurces | Giossary | Hep

Complete our user survey

Search Results

Nonthly Biomass & Treatment Roports » Repoct Month »  From date 5 Todate

Water Type —AF v Local Authosty AR v Seshcr Treatment Used --AB
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Sadly, SPRI data for 2018 is still not available (which is shocking in itself):
https://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/environmental-data/spri/

However, SEPA has surely inputted and accessed well boat data for 2017 (and perhaps for
some or all of 2018) from Marine Scotland or other parties since 1 January 2018.

More specifically, there would surely be correspondence with Marine Scotland, the Scottish
Government and other parties in relation to well boat data as presented via Scotland's
Aquaculture and/or the SPRI.

Hence, please double-check your records and response to Scottish Salmon Watch's FOI dated
23 October 2019 which, inter alia, asked for:

Please provide information in relation to what quantities of effluent are discharged -
including any data on discharges of toxic chemicals, diseased waters and other materials.

Please include any correspondence, emails, Cabinet Briefings, data, sampling results, testing
and other information relating to salmon farming well boat discharges since 1 January 2018.

Finally, in relation to SEPA's refusal to provide information on Benchmark's CleanTreat
which SEPA admits to possessing "a small amount of correspondence™, Scottish Salmon
Watch asks SEPA to reconsider your refusal.

SEPA admits to meeting Benchmark at least five times in 2018 and 2019:

Please redact the names of the individuals by all means but refusing to disclose any
information on those meetings flies in the face of Freedom of Information. SEPA is a
publicly funded agency and surely it must be held publicly accountable. Please therefore
provide the information requested.

Please provide a receipt for this review request.
Thanks,
Don Staniford

Director of Scottish Salmon Watch

From: Access to Information Enquiries <FOl.Mail@sepa.org.uk>
Date: Mon, Nov 11, 2019 at 1:39 PM

Subject: SEPA Response [F:0191091]

To: Salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com <Salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com>
Cc: Access to Information Enquiries <FOI.Mail@sepa.org.uk>
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Dear Mr Staniford
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

Please refer to the enclosed response in relation to your request for information.
Regards
SEPA Access to Information team

Email: foi@sepa.org.uk
Tel: 01786 457700

=3\
SEPAP

Scottish Environment
Protection Agency

Buidheann Dion
Arainneachd na h-Alha

Our Ref:  FO191091

Den Staniford _ If telephoning ask for:
salmonfarmingkills@gmail com Cara Everitt

11 November 2019

Dear Mr Staniford
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION
Thank you for your request, received by SEPA on 23 October 2019.

We have applied the exemption under Section 39(2) of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act
2002 as we have determined that the information sought in your request is environmental information.
We are therefore handling your request under the terms of the Environmental Information (Scotland)
Regulations 2004 (EIRs). In this case the public interest in maintaining this exemption and in dealing
with the request in line with the requirements of the EIRs outweighs any public interest in disclosing
the information under FOISA.

For ease of reference, your request is replicated below fogether with our response.

[1.] Please provide information on the discharge of salmon farming well boats since 1 January 2018,


mailto:foi@sepa.org.uk

[2] Piease include defails, maps, photos, gnid references, licences and any other information relating
to where, when, what and how salmon farming well boats discharge their effluents.

[3.] For example, there is apparently a marked/designated area off Oban where discharges take
place. Please provide information relating to any designated places around Scoffand where salmon
farming well boats are permitted fo discharge effluents.

[4.] Flease provide information in relation fo what quantifies of effluent are discharged - including any
data on discharges of foxic chemicals, diseased waters and other matenals.

[5.] Flease include any corespondence, emails, Cabinet Briefings, data, sampling results, testing and
other information relating to salmon farming well boat discharges since 1 January 2018.

We confirm that SEPA does not hold the requested information in 1-5 above. This information is
thersfore excepted under Regulation 10{4)(a) of the EIRs. The text of which is reproduced below;

{4) A Scottish public authority may refuse to make environmental information available to the extent
that.-

Iﬁ? e SEPA Stirling Office

“ Hob Downes Strathallan Houss, Cartis Buciness Park,
LEAE Stirling FEQ 4T
sagnfr tel 01785 ASTT00 fax 01786 446885

o Exaeut
oo Temy AHearn wwrw:sepa.org.uk - customer ervgairies 3000 99 66 9%



(a) it does not hold that information when an applicant’s request is received.

The exception in regulation 10(4){a) is subject to the public interest test in regulation 10(1){b) of the
ElRs. As SEPA does not hold the information in question there is no concervable public interest in
requiring that the information be made available.

Under the terms of Regulation 9 of the EIRs, SEPA has a duty to provide advice and assistance, we
advise that well boats are licenced by Marine Scotland. In accordance with Regulation 14{1)(b) of the
ElRs, we advise you to contact Marine Scotland directly for this information. The contact details are;
Marine Scotland Mailpoint 11 1B South Victona Quay, Edinburgh, EHE 6Q0
marinescotland@gov.scot
hitps:/fwww.gov.scotfabout/contact-information/how-to-request-information/

[6.] Flease include any information relating to CleanTreat and the treatment of well boats discharges
including details of any meetings and correspondence with Benchmark and other companies. Flease

include information relating fo “high level talks fo facilitate tnals of the [CleanTreat] system in
Scoffand”.

SEPA holds a small amount of comespondence. This information is excepted under Regulation
10{5)if) of the EIRs. The text of which is reproduced below;

(5) A Scottish public authority may refuse a request to make emvironmental information available fo
the extent that its disclosure would, or would likely to prejudice substantially-

(f] the inferests of the person who provided the information where that person-

{1} was not under, and could not have been put under, any legal obligation fo supply the

information;

(i) did mot supply it in circumstances such that it could, apart from these Regulations, be made
available; and

{ni) has not consented to its disclosure

The release of the information in question would be likely to prejudice substantially the third party.
The Public Interest Test was camied out in relation to the information to be withheld under Regulation
10(5)i(f) of the EIRs. In this case, we recognise that Regulation 10(2)(b) requires SEPA to apply a
presumption favour of disclosure. The public interest in favour of disclosure is outweighed by that in
favour of withholding. Requests for such information are considered by SEPA on a case by case
basis. In this case, it was determined that the public interest would not be served by the release of
the information at this time.

We confirm that SEPA has attended mestings with Benchmark on 9 October 2018, 11 Apnl 2019, 30
May 2019, 20 September 2019 and 30 September 2019

If you are not satisfied with our response, you have up until 10 January 2020 to request a formal
review from SEPA at:

Access to Information
SEPA

Strathallan House
Castle Business Park
Stirling

FKO ATZ

Email: foi@sepa.org.uk

If vou are still not safisfied, you can appeal to the Scottish Information Commissioner.
www.itspublicknowledge info/appeal



Your unigue reference number is FO191091. Please quote this in any future contact with us about
your request.

If you have any queres in the meantime, please contact me.

Yours sincerely

Cara Eventt
SEPA Access to Information team

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com>
Date: Wed, Oct 23, 2019 at 6:32 AM

Subject: FOI re. discharges of well boats since 1 January 2018
To: Accesstolnformation <foi@sepa.org.uk>

Please provide information on the discharge of salmon farming well boats since 1 January
2018.

Please include details, maps, photos, grid references, licences and any other information
relating to where, when, what and how salmon farming well boats discharge their effluents.

For example, there is apparently a marked/designated area off Oban where discharges take
place. Please provide information relating to any designated places around Scotland where
salmon farming well boats are permitted to discharge effluents.

Please provide information in relation to what quantities of effluent are discharged -
including any data on discharges of toxic chemicals, diseased waters and other materials.

Please include any correspondence, emails, Cabinet Briefings, data, sampling results, testing
and other information relating to salmon farming well boat discharges since 1 January 2018.

Please consider this a FOI request under the relevant FOI and Environmental Regulations.
Please acknowledge receipt.

Please provide the information electronically.

Thanks,

Don Staniford



Director of Scottish Salmon Watch

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com>

Date: Wed, Oct 23, 2019 at 7:35 AM

Subject: Addendum: Re: FOI re. discharges of well boats since 1 January 2018
To: Accesstolnformation <foi@sepa.org.uk>

Please include any information relating to CleanTreat and the treatment of well boats
discharges including details of any meetings and correspondence with Benchmark and other
companies. Please include information relating to "high level talks to facilitate trials of the
[CleanTreat] system in Scotland™.

Fish Farmer reported on 20 August 2019:
https://www.fishfarmermagazine.com/health/awards-treat-as-scottish-firm-scoops-top-prize/

"However, there is some impatience among Scottish salmon farmers over bottlenecks in the
regulatory system that have so far prevented them from trialling CleanTreat in Scotland.
Marshall said his company had been approached by all the Scottish producers, interested in
deploying CleanTreat at their farms, and he hoped there would be Scottish trials soon. ‘The
target was for the end of this year but, realistically, it will be next year,” he said."

Fish Farmer reported on 23 August 2019: https://www.fishfarmermagazine.com/aquar-
nor/scotland-must-get-act-together-say-prize-winning-pioneers/

"THE team behind the Scottish invention CleanTreat, which won the much prized Aqua Nor
Innovation Award this week, have held high level talks to facilitate trials of the system in
Scotland..... Scottish Rural Economy minister Fergus Ewing, in Norway to witness
Benchmark beat off stiff Norwegian competition, said later that he was proud of the Scottish
aquaculture industry’s achievements."

The Clean Treat system was the subject of various FOIs in 2018:
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-18-00985/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-18-01265/

And in 2019:
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-19-01398/

Scottish Salmon Watch published a media backgrounder in October 2018:
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/media-backgrounder-toxic-chemical-use-via-well-
boats-oct-2018.pdf

Thanks,

Don
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