
 
 

To: Scottish Information Commissioner 

Cc: Western Isles Council (Comhairle nan Eilean Siar) 

From: Scottish Salmon Watch 

Date: 25 May 2021  

Subject: Western Isles Council - Failure to reply to a FOI request filed in December 2020 

 

Please consider this an appeal against Western Isles Council (Comhairle nan Eilean Siar) for 

failing to respond to a FOI request filed by Scottish Salmon Watch over six months ago.   

 

Scottish Salmon Watch’s unanswered FOI request dated 8 December 2020 is enclosed below in 

the Appendix along with emails in March 2021 and May 2021 following up the lack of a reply 

by Western Isles Council (Comhairle nan Eilean Siar).   

 

This is not the first time that Western Isles Council (Comhairle nan Eilean Siar) has failed to 

respond to a FOI request with respect to the Whiteshore Cockles burial site.   

 

The Scottish Information Commissioner ruled in January 2006 that Western Isles Council 

(Comhairle nan Eilean Siar) failed to respond to a FOI request from Bruce Sandison of the 

Salmon Farm Protest Group and ordered disclosure of information on the fish burial site 

[Whiteshore Cockles] (Decision 005/2006 Mr Sandison and Comhairle nan Eilean Siar).   

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwju-PXS8OHwAhVz5eAKHdHlDAwQFjAAegQIBBAD&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.itspublicknowledge.info%2FUploadedFiles%2FDecision005-2006.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2LBene8f6D9iJR36Kn15Ob
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/sic-decision-005-2006-fish-burial-site-on-north-uist.pdf


 

Could you please force Western Isles Council (Comhairle nan Eilean Siar) to disclose the 

information requested in December 2020? 

 

In the hope that Western Isles Council (Comhairle nan Eilean Siar) will provide a swift reply I 

have copied their FOI unit into this appeal.   

 

If you need any further information please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Thanks, 

 

Don Staniford 

 

Director, Scottish Salmon Watch 

 

 

 

Appendix: 

 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Tue, Dec 8, 2020 at 11:13 AM 

Subject: FOI re. Whiteshore Cockles since 1 January 2019 

To: CNES FOI Team <foi@cne-siar.gov.uk> 

 

Please provide information on Whiteshore Cockles since 1 January 2019.   

 

Please include any letters, emails, photos, complaints, discussions and any other details relating 

to Whiteshore Cockles and the transport, disposal, burial, incineration, ensilage and processing 

of farmed salmon wastes and mortalities.   

 

As context, please note a FOI disclosure in September 2018 from the Scottish Government: 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/disposal-of-mortalities-at-whiteshore-cockles-foi-release/ 

 

Another FOI disclosure by SEPA in 2019 (F0190855) did not provide any information from 

SEPA's perspective. 

 

The Scottish Government FOI disclosure included a letter from Whiteshore Cockles to 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar in November 2015 requested an extension of the derogation until 

September 2016: 

 

mailto:salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com
mailto:foi@cne-siar.gov.uk
https://www.gov.scot/publications/disposal-of-mortalities-at-whiteshore-cockles-foi-release/


 
 

 

And the letter generated discussion - including: 



 

 
 

 



 
 



 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 



Data published by the Scottish Government's Fish Health Inspectorate in 2019 and 2020 (online 

via: https://www.gov.scot/collections/publication-of-fish-health-inspectorate-information/) 

shows that farmed salmon mortalities may still be being buried at Whiteshore Cockles.   

 

Please consider this a FOI request under the relevant FOI and Environmental Information 

regulations. 

  

Please provide a receipt for this FOI request. 

  

Please provide the information electronically. 

  

Thanks, 

  

Don Staniford 

  

Director, Scottish Salmon Watch 

 

 

From: CNES FOI Team <foi@cne-siar.gov.uk> 

Date: Tue, Dec 8, 2020 at 11:16 AM 

Subject: [Ticket#2020120827000349] Re: FOI re. Whiteshore Cockles since 1 January 2019 

To: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

 

Dear Don Staniford 

 

I write to acknowledge receipt of your request for information and note the terms of your request 

as detailed below.  We've automatically assigned this request an reference of 

2020120827000349.  Please use this reference number in all correspondence with us (Tip: 

replying to this email, so that the ticket ref is included in email subject is the easiest way to 

correspond with us on this case) 

 

Your request for information will be processed in accordance with the Freedom of Information 

(Scotland) Act 2002 (“the Act”) / Environmental Information (Scotland) Regulations 2004 (‘the 

EIRs’) and guidance issued by the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner.  A response 

to your request for information will be issued promptly and in any event within 20 working days 

following receipt of the request. 

 

-- 

Le durachd, 

Freedom of Information Team 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar | Sandwick Road | Stornoway | Isle of Lewis | HS1 2BQ 

Web: www.cne-siar.gov.uk 

Tel: 01851 822721 (Extension 211 599) 

 
 

https://www.gov.scot/collections/publication-of-fish-health-inspectorate-information/
http://www.cne-siar.gov.uk/


From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Thu, Mar 18, 2021 at 11:34 AM 

Subject: Re: [Ticket#2020120827000349] Re: FOI re. Whiteshore Cockles since 1 January 2019 

To: CNES FOI Team foi@cne-siar.gov.uk 

 

I still have not received a FOI reply to this request filed on 8 December 2020. 

 

When do you think you will reply? 

 

Thanks, 

 

Don 
 

From: Don Staniford <salmonfarmingkills@gmail.com> 

Date: Thu, May 20, 2021 at 11:30 AM 

Subject: Re: [Ticket#2020120827000349] Re: FOI re. Whiteshore Cockles since 1 January 2019 

To: CNES FOI Team foi@cne-siar.gov.uk 

 

I've still not received a FOI reply for a request filed on 8 December 2020 - do I need to complain 

to the Scottish Information Commissioner or will you finally reply soon? 

 

Thanks, 

 

Don 
 

mailto:foi@cne-siar.gov.uk
mailto:foi@cne-siar.gov.uk

