
Hard Evidence Vs ‘Responsibly Farmed’ & ‘Responsibly Sourced’ Scottish Salmon 

(November 2021)  

 

Supermarkets across the UK are misleading shoppers by advertising and marketing ‘responsibly 

farmed’ and ‘responsibly sourced’ Scottish salmon.  Scottish Salmon Watch believes that 

Sainsbury’s, Tesco, ASDA, Morrisons, M&S, Waitrose, Lidl and Aldi are all guilty of breaching 

advertising and trading standards (Iceland and the Coop were not found to use ‘responsibly 

sourced’ or ‘responsibly sourced’ but other supermarkets may do so).   

 

 
 

 

This dossier provides details of case information, video footage and photographic evidence 

which undermine the advertising and marketing claims by supermarkets that Scottish salmon is 

farmed ‘responsibly’:  

 

1) Case information sourced from data published by the Scottish Government and the Scottish 

Environment Protection Agency provides hard evidence of the irresponsible nature of salmon 

farming with respect to lice infestation, toxic chemical use, biomass breaches, benthic pollution, 

infectious diseases and mass mortalities.   

 

There is a raft of hard evidence against ‘responsible’ salmon farming published online by the 

Scottish Government and the Scottish Environment Protection Agency (sourced from data 

returns submitted by salmon farming companies themselves); namely via the Fish Health 

Inspectorate and Scotland’s Aquaculture: 

https://www.gov.scot/collections/publication-of-fish-health-inspectorate-information/
https://www.gov.scot/collections/publication-of-fish-health-inspectorate-information/
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/data.aspx
https://vimeo.com/646833215/457a8345ca


 
 

 

 

https://www.gov.scot/collections/publication-of-fish-health-inspectorate-information/
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/data.aspx


‘Mortality’ information published by the Scottish Government currently details mortality data up 

to the end of September 2021: 

 

 
 

Here’s the highest mortality event reports since 2017: 

 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/


 

 
 

 

Scottish Salmon Watch has reported extensively on mass mortality problems plaguing Scottish 

salmon farms via:  

Mowi's Mortality Nightmare - Farmed Salmon is Dead in the Water! 

The shocking death rates on Scotland's salmon farms revealed 

New report: "Investing in troubled waters: the material risks of fish mortality and the use of 

wild-caught fish in feed for the aquaculture sector"  

2020: The Year of Diseased Scottish Salmon - 27,000 Tonnes of Dead Fish, the Worst On 

Record! 

Update: Mortality Rate Over 36% At RSPCA Assured Scottish Salmon! 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/08/mowis-mortality-nigthmare-farmed-salmon-is-dead-in-the-water-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/08/the-shocking-death-rates-on-scotlands-salmon-farms-revealed.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/new-report-investing-in-troubled-waters-the-material-risks-of-fish-mortality-and-the-use-of-wild-cau.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/new-report-investing-in-troubled-waters-the-material-risks-of-fish-mortality-and-the-use-of-wild-cau.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/2020-officially-the-worst-year-for-disease-ridden-scottish-salmon-27000-tonnes-of-mortalities-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/2020-officially-the-worst-year-for-disease-ridden-scottish-salmon-27000-tonnes-of-mortalities-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/04/update-mortality-rate-over-36-at-rspca-assured-scottish-sea-farms-.html


Revealed: Burned, Buried & Ensiled Scottish Salmon  

Update: 25 Million Mass Mortalities on Scottish Salmon Farms 

52 million deaths in Norway - how many millions died on Scottish salmon farms in 2020? 

The Case Against Scottish Salmon - An Update on Diseases & Mass Mortalities!  

2.2 Million Missing Mortalities at Scottish Sea Farms? 

Mass Mortalities Continue to Plague Scottish Salmon 

Alexa, how many salmon die each year on Scottish salmon farms? 42 million* (but we don't 

know for sure as the answer is deemed "commercially damaging")! 

Over One Million Morts for Scottish Salmon in September 2020! 

Survival of the Unhealthiest Scottish Salmon - New data reveals shocking mortality rates!  

Dead in the Water - New Data Reveals Mass Mortalities & Disease on Scottish Salmon Farms  

The Ferret: "Farmed salmon deaths from disease reach record high" 

The Killing Farms - Scottish Salmon's Horror Story Continues! 

Solving Scottish Salmon's Multi-Million Mortality Problem 
 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/revealed-burned-buried-ensiled-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/update-mass-mortalities-on-scottish-salmon-farms-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/salmon-deaths-52-million-too-high-says-norway-fisheries-minister-fiskeridir-nfdep-leroyseafood-httpstcoths6n2sg.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/the-case-against-scottish-salmon-an-update-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/missing-mortalities-at-scottish-sea-farms.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/12/mass-mortalities-continue-to-plague-scottish-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/alexa-how-many-salmon-die-each-year-on-scottish-salmon-farms-errrdoes-not-compute.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/alexa-how-many-salmon-die-each-year-on-scottish-salmon-farms-errrdoes-not-compute.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/over-one-million-morts-for-scottish-salmon-in-september-2020-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/survival-of-the-unhealthiest-scottish-salmon-new-data-reveals-shocking-mortality-rates-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/dead-in-the-water-new-data-reveals-mass-mortalities-disease-on-scottish-salmon-farms-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/07/the-ferret-farmed-salmon-deaths-from-disease-reach-record-high-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/the-culling-farms-new-case-information-from-the-scottish-government-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/10/solving-scottish-salmons-multi-million-mortality-problem-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/08/mowis-mortality-nigthmare-farmed-salmon-is-dead-in-the-water-.html


The latest mortality data published by the Scottish Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate on 12 

November 2021 captures the irresponsible nature of salmon farming – here’s the latest ‘Mortality 

Event Reports’ which detail Amoebic Gill Disease, Proliferative Gill Disease, Complex Gill 

Disease, Sea Lice, Yersinia Ruckeri, Anaemia, viruses, bacterial infection, losses due to  the 

Hydrolicer and Thermolicer and losses after chemical treatments: 

 

 
 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/


 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/


 
 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/


The mortality data published by the Scottish Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate on 12 

November 2021 (data up to early October) reveals that there have already been a staggering 4.58 

million mass mortalities reported on salmon farms via 448 ‘Mortality Event Reports’ during 

2021 (please also note that the mort reporting is only for mass mortality events where the 

percentage mortality is more than 1% so many more morts remain unaccounted for).   

 

Here’s the worst mass mortality incidents thus far during 2021 including 20.1% mortality (that’s 

a weekly figure) with 49,098 morts reported by Scottish Sea Farms in Loch Kishorn in October 

and 20% mortality with 120,580 morts reported by The Scottish Salmon Company at East 

Tarbert Bay:  

 

 

 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-mortality-information/


 
 

 

https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1460915842665824258
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1460935829107486731


‘Sea Lice’ information published by the Scottish Government currently details data up to the end 

of October 2021 – here’s the most lice-infested salmon farms in Scotland during 2021: 

 

 

 

https://scottishepa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=2218824350e5470e8026076d4138da58
https://scottishepa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=2218824350e5470e8026076d4138da58
https://scottishepa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=2218824350e5470e8026076d4138da58
https://scottishepa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=2218824350e5470e8026076d4138da58


 

 
 

 

Read more via: 

Lousy 'Scottish' Salmon - the most lice-infested salmon farms named & shamed! 

COP26 caterers sourcing farmed salmon from company with appalling environmental record 

 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/11/lousy-scottish-salmon-the-most-lice-infested-salmon-farms-named-shamed-.html
https://salmon-trout.org/2021/10/27/cop26-caterers-farmed-salmon/
https://scottishepa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=2218824350e5470e8026076d4138da58
https://scottishepa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=2218824350e5470e8026076d4138da58


To place the sea lice data into context, the Scottish Government advise a limit of 2 with 

enforcement action triggered by a lice count of 6.   

 

 
 

The salmon farming industry’s ‘Code of Good Practice for Finfish Aquaculture’ identifies a lice 

limit of 0.5 between February and June and a limit of 1 between July and January:  

 

 
 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/factsheet/2019/11/marine-scotland-topic-sheets-aquaculture/documents/the-regulation-of-sea-lice-in-scotland-updated-june-2019/the-regulation-of-sea-lice-in-scotland-updated-june-2019/govs
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/factsheet/2019/11/marine-scotland-topic-sheets-aquaculture/documents/the-regulation-of-sea-lice-in-scotland-updated-june-2019/the-regulation-of-sea-lice-in-scotland-updated-june-2019/govs
https://www.salmonscotland.co.uk/code-of-good-practice
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/factsheet/2019/11/marine-scotland-topic-sheets-aquaculture/documents/the-regulation-of-sea-lice-in-scotland-updated-june-2019/the-regulation-of-sea-lice-in-scotland-updated-june-2019/govs


In other words, The Scottish Salmon Company’s count of 11.4 lice at their Gravir salmon farm in 

October 2021 is 11 times more than the industry’s recommended limit and almost twice the 

Scottish Government’s enforcement limit.   

 

 
 

 

https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1460237466653364237
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1460945900495327241


‘Case Information’ published by the Scottish Government details inspection reports of salmon 

farms since 2013 and currently includes data up to the end of August 2021: 

 

 
 

For example, a Scottish Government Fish Health Inspectorate report on The Scottish Salmon 

Company’s West Strome salmon farm in Loch Carron in July 2021 (Additional cases 20210228-

20210271), detailed repeated use of the toxic chemical Emamectin benzoate (SLICE): 

 

 
 

 

A Scottish Government Fish Health Inspection report on Mowi’s Ardintoul salmon farm in Loch 

Alsh in July 2021 (Cases 20210245-20210278), detailed repeated use of the toxic chemical 

Emamectin benzoate (SLICE) as well as the use of an antibiotic (Florfenicol) on lumpfish with 

48,499 dead lumpfish:  

 

  

 

A Scottish Government Fish Health Inspection report on Mowi’s Loch Duich salmon farm in 

July 2021 (Cases 20210245-20210278) detailed 37% mortality (27,000 morts) in lumpfish and 

an Alphamax treatment (the toxic chemical Deltamethrin): 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/july-2021/additional-cases-20210228-20210271/additional-cases-20210228-20210271/govscot%3Adocument/Additional%2BCases%2B20210228-20210271.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/july-2021/additional-cases-20210228-20210271/additional-cases-20210228-20210271/govscot%3Adocument/Additional%2BCases%2B20210228-20210271.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/july-2021/cases-20210245-20210278/cases-20210245-20210278/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20210245-20210278.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/july-2021/cases-20210245-20210278/cases-20210245-20210278/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20210245-20210278.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0269749120302451
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/


 
 

 

A Scottish Government Fish Health Inspection report on Grieg Seafood’s Girlsta Hatchery in 

July 2021 (Cases 20210142-20210244) detailed 267,165 mortalities due to a fire in June 2021:  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

A Scottish Government Fish Health Inspection report on The Scottish Salmon Company’s Gravir 

salmon farm in Loch Odhairn in June 2021 (Cases 20210190-20210222), reported repeated use 

of the toxic chemical Emamectin benzoate (SLICE):  

 

 
 

 

A Scottish Government Fish Health Inspection report on Mowi’s Ornish Island salmon farm in 

June 2021 (Cases 20210190-20210222), reported the use of the toxic chemicals Emamectin 

benzoate (SLICE) and Azamethiphos (Salmosan): 

 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/july-2021/cases-20210142-20210244/cases-20210142-20210244/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20210142-20210244.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/june-2021/cases-20210190-20210222/cases-20210190-20210222/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20210190-20210222.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/june-2021/cases-20210190-20210222/cases-20210190-20210222/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20210190-20210222.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/


 
 

 

A Scottish Government Fish Health Inspection report on a salmon farm in Loch Spelve operated 

by Scottish Sea Farms in May 2021 (Cases 20210051-20210132), reported the use of the toxic 

chemicals Hydrogen Peroxide (Paramove) and Azamethiphos (Salmosan) as well as Infectious 

Salmon Anaemia Virus and welfare problems including ulcers and deformities:  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/transparency-data/2021/04/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/documents/may-2021/cases-20210051-20210132/cases-20210051-20210132/govscot%3Adocument/Cases%2B20210051-20210132.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/


 
 

 
 

 
 

Scottish Salmon Watch reported on the above case in August 2021 via:  

Damning Disease Report for RSPCA Assured Scottish Sea Farms in Loch Spelve 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/08/damning-disease-report-for-scottish-sea-farms-in-loch-spelve-.html
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fish-health-inspectorate-case-information-2021/


Breaking News: ISA reported at RSPCA Assured Scottish Sea Farms on the Isle of Mull 

  

 Previous ‘Case Information’ reported by the Scottish Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate has 

been reported on by Scottish Salmon Watch via: 

The Case Against Scottish Salmon - An Update on Diseases & Mass Mortalities! 

The Case Against Scottish Salmon Continued - new data for January 2020 

2019 Salmon Farming Data Now Online! 

The Killing Farms - Scottish Salmon's Horror Story Continues! 

'Moribund' Mowi: Salmon Gill Poxvirus, Amoebic Gill Disease & Anaemia at Ardintoul 

Update: Mass Mortalities Piling Up at Scottish Salmon 

The Case Against Scottish Salmon 

Revealed: Mowi's Nightmare in Loch Linnhe - 55% Mortality & Infectious Diseases 

New Report - "The State of Scottish Salmon Farming in 2018" 
 

 
 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/08/breaking-news-isa-reported-at-rspca-assured-scottish-sea-farms-on-the-isle-of-mull.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/the-case-against-scottish-salmon-an-update-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/04/the-case-against-scottish-salmon-continued-new-data-for-january-2020-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/03/you-can-now-download-mortality-toxic-chemical-and-biomass-data-online-here-read-more-via-shame-on-sepa-the-laggar.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/the-culling-farms-new-case-information-from-the-scottish-government-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/%20https:/donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/01/moribund-mowi-salmon-gill-poxvirus-amoebic-gill-disease-anaemia-at-ardintoul-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/01/update-mass-mortalities-piling-up-at-scottish-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-the-case-against-scottish-salmon-6-jan-2020.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/10/mowis-nightmare-in-loch-linnhe-55-mortality-infectious-disease.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/03/the-sorry-state-of-scottish-salmon-farming-in-2018.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/the-case-against-scottish-salmon-an-update-.html


Biomass, mortality and chemical use data published online via 'Scotland's Aquaculture' reveals 

the irresponsible nature of salmon farming.    

 

 
 

Last month (21 October 2021), Scottish Salmon Watch analyzed the data (sourced from returns 

submitted by salmon farming companies to the Scottish Environment Protection Agency):    

 

 

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/10/irresponsible-scottish-salmon-exposed-scotlands-aquaculture-publishes-data-on-toxic-chemicals-use-mo.html
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/10/irresponsible-scottish-salmon-exposed-scotlands-aquaculture-publishes-data-on-toxic-chemicals-use-mo.html


 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/10/irresponsible-scottish-salmon-exposed-scotlands-aquaculture-publishes-data-on-toxic-chemicals-use-mo.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/10/irresponsible-scottish-salmon-exposed-scotlands-aquaculture-publishes-data-on-toxic-chemicals-use-mo.html


 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/10/irresponsible-scottish-salmon-exposed-scotlands-aquaculture-publishes-data-on-toxic-chemicals-use-mo.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/10/irresponsible-scottish-salmon-exposed-scotlands-aquaculture-publishes-data-on-toxic-chemicals-use-mo.html


 
 

 

Read more via: Irresponsible Scottish Salmon Exposed: 'Scotland's Aquaculture' Publishes Data 

on Toxic Chemicals Use, Morts & Biomass Breaches 

 

Scottish Salmon Watch reported in July 2021 (sourced from data published via ‘Scotland’s 

Aquaculture’) that mortalities on salmon farms during 2020 exceeded a staggering 27,000 tonnes 

(an estimated 20 million dead salmon).   That's more than double the 10,000 tonnes of morts 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/10/irresponsible-scottish-salmon-exposed-scotlands-aquaculture-publishes-data-on-toxic-chemicals-use-mo.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/10/irresponsible-scottish-salmon-exposed-scotlands-aquaculture-publishes-data-on-toxic-chemicals-use-mo.html
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/alexa-how-many-salmon-die-each-year-on-scottish-salmon-farms-errrdoes-not-compute.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/10/irresponsible-scottish-salmon-exposed-scotlands-aquaculture-publishes-data-on-toxic-chemicals-use-mo.html


reported in 2013; almost four times more than the 7,000 tonnes reported in 2010 and the worst on 

record (2019 and 2017 were both just over 25,000 tonnes)! 

 

 
 

 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/2020-officially-the-worst-year-for-disease-ridden-scottish-salmon-27000-tonnes-of-mortalities-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/07/2020-officially-the-worst-year-for-disease-ridden-scottish-salmon-27000-tonnes-of-mortalities-.html


The Scotland’s Aquaculture database also publishes data on ‘unsatisfactory’ salmon farms in 

terms of pollution of the sea-bed (benthos) – another metric showcasing irresponsible salmon 

farming.   Since 2002 – when the data set starts – there have been over 1,000 ‘unsatisfactory’ 

surveys of fish farms.  Here’s the ‘unsatisfactory’ surveys since 2018 which include Cooke 

Aquaculture, Scottish Sea Farms, Mowi, Loch Duart, Grieg Seafood and The Scottish Salmon 

Company (these six companies control 99% of salmon farming production in Scotland): 

 

 

 
 

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/environmental_monitoring_surveys.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/environmental_monitoring_surveys.aspx
https://scottishscamon.co.uk/report
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/environmental_monitoring_surveys.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/environmental_monitoring_surveys.aspx


The Scotland’s Aquaculture database also publishes data on escapes - another metric showcasing 

irresponsible salmon farming due to the nature of ‘genetic pollution’.  Here’s some of the most 

recent biggest escapes in Scotland – headed by Mowi (known as Marine Harvest until January 

2019) and including The Scottish Salmon Company, Grieg Seafood (formerly called Hjaltland 

Seafarms), Loch Duart and Scottish Sea Farms:  

 

 
 

Scottish Salmon Watch reported in August 2020 on the woeful recapture rate of escapees by 

Mowi in particular: 

 

 

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_escapes.aspx
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https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/08/mowi-recaptures-1-of-escapees-in-scotland-.html
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https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/08/mowi-recaptures-1-of-escapees-in-scotland-.html


Last month, the Scottish Gamekeepers Association called for fines and criminal charges in 

relation to escapes from salmon farms.   

 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/10/herald-fish-farmers-should-face-penalties-and-even-criminal-charges-for-mass-escapes.html
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https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/10/herald-fish-farmers-should-face-penalties-and-even-criminal-charges-for-mass-escapes.html


Last month, Salmon & Trout Conservation also highlighted the irresponsible nature of salmon 

farming in the wake of a scientific report published by the Scottish Government on the genetic 

impacts of salmon farms.   

 

 
 

Read more on the irresponsible genetic pollution from escaped farmed salmon via: 

There's No Escaping Norwegian Genetic Pollution For 'Scottish' Salmon! 

Herald: "Fish farmers 'should face penalties and even criminal charges for mass escapes'" 

Far from Fine: Mowi Recaptures Less Than 1% of Escapees in Scotland! 

Fines, Lost Licences & Prison Sentences for Repeat Escape Offenders!  

Salmon Eggsclusive: Scotland's 'King of Fish' is Now Viking Not Scottish! 

Fish farms are ‘wiping out Scotland’s wild salmon’ 

Escaped farmed salmon impacts 

'Norwegian' genes found in wild salmon populations in Wester Ross 

Scottish Salmon's Great Escape 

Call to jail fish-farm bosses who allow escapes 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/10/norwegian-genetic-pollution-kills-off-scottish-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/10/norwegian-genetic-pollution-kills-off-scottish-salmon-.html
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https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/08/mowi-recaptures-1-of-escapees-in-scotland-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/08/fine-for-escape-rules-to-be-breached-by-mowi.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/05/salmon-eggsclusive-the-king-of-fish-is-viking-not-scottish.html
https://www.scotsman.com/news/environment/fish-farms-are-wiping-out-scotland-s-wild-salmon-1-2819605
https://www.salmon-trout.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Escaped-farmed-salmon-impacts.pdf
https://www.wrft.org.uk/news/newsitem.cfm?id=161
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2014/03/scottish-salmons-great-escape-.html
http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/home-news/call-to-jail-fish-farm-bosses-who-allow-escapes.23732845
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/10/norwegian-genetic-pollution-kills-off-scottish-salmon-.html


The Scottish Environment Protection Agency also publish data on failing fish farms via annual 

environmental compliance assessments – yet another metric providing evidence of irresponsible 

salmon farming.  The Ferret reported last month (19 October 2021) that over 40 salmon farms 

had failed to meet environmental standards during 2019 (the latest data available): 

 

 
 

 

https://www.sepa.org.uk/regulations/authorisations-and-permits/compliance-assessment-scheme/
https://www.sepa.org.uk/regulations/authorisations-and-permits/compliance-assessment-scheme/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/10/the-ferretherald-over-40-fish-farms-unsatisfactory-says-government-watchdog.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/10/the-ferretherald-over-40-fish-farms-unsatisfactory-says-government-watchdog.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/10/the-ferretherald-over-40-fish-farms-unsatisfactory-says-government-watchdog.html


The Ferret article did not name the 40+ fish farms failing to meet the Scottish Environment 

Protection Agency’s pollution standards (the data is not expected to be published until before 

Xmas) but previous environmental compliance assessments have named failing salmon farms 

including those operated by Mowi (known as Marine Harvest until January 2019), The Scottish 

Salmon Company, Cooke Aquaculture, Grieg Seafood, Loch Duart, Scottish Sea Farms and 

Wester Ross Fisheries: 

 

 

 

The latest data available details the following fish farms which failed SEPA's compliance 

assessment in 2018 - including two salmon farms rated as 'Very Poor' and over 30 fish farms 

rated as 'Poor': 

https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1450386367024934915
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/compliance/
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/compliance/
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1450386367024934915


 

 

Setterness South salmon farm is operated by Grieg Seafood who was bought by Scottish Sea 

Farms earlier this year (subject to an investigation by the UK Competition and Markets 

Authority) – who reported the use of the toxic chemical Azamethiphos at the site in June 2021 

(the latest data available from SEPA) and again in May 2021 and the use of both Azamethiphos 

and the toxic chemical Emamectin benzoate in April 2021 and the use of Emamectin benzoate in 

February 2021.   

 

Grieg Seafood also operate a salmon farm at South Linga in Yell Sound – a site which reported 

the use of the toxic chemical Emamectin benzoate in June 2021 (the latest data available from 

SEPA) and an ‘unsatisfactory’ benthic survey in September 2018 and an ‘unsatisfactory’ benthic 

survey in August 2016.   

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-business-57683173
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-business-57683173
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/10/uk-competition-watchdog-sniffs-at-the-norwegian-salmafias-scottish-operations.html
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http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=4690196
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http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=4690081
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports_record.aspx?monthly_data_id=4690081
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/environmental_monitoring_surveys_record.aspx?survey_number=4550
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/environmental_monitoring_surveys_record.aspx?survey_number=4251
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/environmental_monitoring_surveys_record.aspx?survey_number=4251
https://www2.sepa.org.uk/compliance/


 

 

The companies are not named but it is known that Mowi operate salmon farms at Ardnish in 

Loch Ailort and Hellisay on the Isle of Barra; Scottish Sea Farms operate salmon farms at 

Scallastle Bay and Fishnish in the Sound of Mull; The Scottish Salmon Company operate salmon 

farms at Gometra and  Druimyeon Bay.   

 

https://www2.sepa.org.uk/compliance/


 

 

Again the companies are not named by SEPA but it is known that Mowi operate salmon farms at 

North Shore in Loch Erisort and at Invasion Bay in Loch Sunart; The Scottish Salmon Company 

operates salmon farms at Inch Kenneth in Loch na Keal and at Kyles Vuia East in Loch Roag; 

and Scottish Sea Farms operate salmon farms at Shuna in Loch Linnhe and at Veantrow Bay on 

Shapinsay.   

 

https://www2.sepa.org.uk/compliance/


 
 

 

 

To put the number of failing salmon farms in context, the latest data published by the Scottish 

Government just last month reveals that there were 232 salmon farms in 2020 but 101 were 

inactive reporting zero farmed salmon production (89.6% of salmon farming production was 

sourced from 81 salmon farms producing in excess of 1,000 tonnes at each site):   

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/09/new-fish-farming-survey-6-foreign-ownedcontrolled-companies-account-for-99-of-scottish-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/09/new-fish-farming-survey-6-foreign-ownedcontrolled-companies-account-for-99-of-scottish-salmon-.html
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1450458387611856903


 
 

 

So if there were 40 ‘failing’ salmon farms reported in 2019 that would represent ca. 30% of 

active salmon farms in Scotland.   

 

Moreover, just six companies (who have all been guilty of using toxic chemicals; mass 

mortalities; ‘unsatisfactory’ benthic surveys and other irresponsible activities) account for 99% 

of salmon farming production in Scotland (according to the latest Scottish Government fish farm 

survey).    

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/09/new-fish-farming-survey-6-foreign-ownedcontrolled-companies-account-for-99-of-scottish-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/09/new-fish-farming-survey-6-foreign-ownedcontrolled-companies-account-for-99-of-scottish-salmon-.html
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-fish-farm-production-survey-2020/documents/


 
 

Read more via ‘Scottish Scamon’: 

 

 

https://scottishscamon.co.uk/report
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/09/new-fish-farming-survey-6-foreign-ownedcontrolled-companies-account-for-99-of-scottish-salmon-.html
https://scottishscamon.co.uk/report


In November 2020, Scottish Salmon Watch wrote to the Norwegian Government (as investor in 

ca. 80% of ‘Scottish’ salmon) asking them to divest from unethical and irresponsible salmon 

farming in Scotland. 
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Scottish Salmon Watch’s letter to the Norwegian Government included: 

 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-norwegian-government-pension-fund-29-nov-2020-1.pdf
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https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-norwegian-government-pension-fund-29-nov-2020-1.pdf
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Is this the responsible investment portfolio the Norwegian Government is happy with? 

 

 

https://www.folketrygdfondet.no/principles-for-responsible-investment/category522.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/the-faces-of-scottish-salmon-the-ugly-truth-exposed.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
https://www.folketrygdfondet.no/about-us/category390.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/the-faces-of-scottish-salmon-the-ugly-truth-exposed.html


Further data on diseases on salmon farms is buried within 'Case Information' published by the 

Scottish Government's Fish Health Inspectorate - including case information for 2013 to 2017; 

2018, 2019 and 2020 (currently available up to September).  Scottish Salmon Watch has 

summarised various 'Case Information' reports - including 'The State of Scottish Salmon Farming 

in 2018'. 

 

 
 

The 'Case Information' published by the Scottish Government for 2018 included:  

 

 

https://www.gov.scot/collections/publication-of-fish-health-inspectorate-information/
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Scottish Salmon Watch reported in January 2020: 
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Salmon & Trout Conservation Scotland reported in November 2020: 

 

 

 

 
 

 

https://salmon-trout.org/2020/11/02/sea-lice-rampant-on-salmon-farms/
https://salmon-trout.org/2020/11/02/sea-lice-rampant-on-salmon-farms/
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The largest annual emissions of zinc, nitrogen, phosphorus and organic carbon since 2005 are 

dominated by Mowi-owned salmon farms with discharges highest in more recent years.   

 

 
 

 

Biomass exceedances - which can be seen as an indicator of excessive and unauthorised 

pollution - were dominated by Mowi with Scottish Sea Farms also featuring in the worst cases:  

 
 

 

 

 

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_annual_emissions.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx


Scottish Sea Farms (co-owned by Leroy & SalMar via Norskott Havbruk AS since 2001) has 

caused "Unsatisfactory" waste pollution at salmon farms across Scotland including in the Sound 

of Mull, Loch Creran 'Special Area of Conservation' and within the Wester Ross 'Marine 

Protected Area' at Eilean Fada Mor and Tanera.   

 

 
 

In August 2020, The Ferret reported how The Scottish Salmon Company had been "reprimanded 

for feeding a toxic pesticide to fish twice as often as permitted and breaching a safety limit, 

according to documents released by the Scottish Government". 
 

 

https://www.salmar.no/en/history/
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/environmental_monitoring_surveys.aspx
https://www.communitiesforseas.scot/fish-farm-objection-for-wester-ross-mpa/
https://www.communitiesforseas.scot/fish-farm-objection-for-wester-ross-mpa/
https://theferret.scot/salmon-farm-pesticide-emamectin-breaches/
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/environmental_monitoring_surveys.aspx


Data published via Scotland's Aquaculture (sourced return submitted by salmon farms to the 

Scottish Environment Protection Agency) detail how Norwegian-owned companies dominate the 

use of toxic chemicals.  Here's the top 20 monthly uses of Deltamethrin headed by Mowi/Marine 

Harvest and The Scottish Salmon Company - with 2075 monthly uses reported since 

Deltamethrin was first used in September 2008 (Deltamethrin replaced the equally toxic 

Cypermethrin which was used in Scotland from the late 1990s - often illegally - and phased out 

on Scottish salmon farms in 2011): 

 

 
 

 
 

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0048969718333059
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https://www.theguardian.com/uk/2000/apr/30/antonybarnett.theobserver
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0048969718333059


The top 20 monthly reported uses of the toxic chemical Azamethiphos (according to data 

published via Scotland's Aquaculture) are dominated by Mowi/Marine Harvest with Grieg 

Seafood (Hjaltland), Scottish Sea Farms and The Scottish Salmon Company also featuring.  

There has been 2038 monthly reported uses of the toxic organophosphate Azamethiphos - like 

Deltamethrin and Cypermethrin, used as a bath treatment - since it was first used in Scotland in 

2002.    

 

 
 

Rampant use of Azamethiphos drove a ten-fold increase (932%) in toxic chemical use on salmon 

farms between 2006 and 2016.   
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Scottish Sea Farms also heads the list of the biggest user of Emamectin benzoate - another 

shellfish-killing chemical labelled as a 'Marine Pollutant' by the chemical manufacturers - 

followed by Mowi/Marine Harvest.   According to data published via Scotland's Aquaculture 

here's the top 20 largest monthly uses of Emamectin benzoate since it was first used in Scotland 

in 2002 (a staggering 4605 times in total).   

 

 
 

SEPA reported in 2019: "Following its use as an in-feed treatment for sea lice, emamectin 

benzoate residues are more widely distributed in the benthic environment than previously 

thought, and have a statistically significant effect on benthic ecology at the concentrations 

observed in this study" (a study conducted in Shetland where Scottish Sea Farms and Grieg 

Seafood operate).  
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Repeat uses of Emamectin benzoate (recently shown to be genotoxic with an impact on human 

health) is a huge problem with some salmon farms using multiple doses during a growing cycle 

(including The Scottish Salmon Company who used Emamectin benzoate six times in a year at a 

salmon farm in Loch Roag).  Here's some salmon farms which have a lethal legacy of 

Emamectin benzoate use: 
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https://www.sepa.org.uk/media/344228/1000800_product_safety_sheets.pdf


The Scottish Salmon Company's salmon farm at Aird Ardheslaig in Loch Shieldaig (Torridon) 

has used Emamectin benzoate a staggering 35 times since 2002.   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx
http://aquaculture.scotland.gov.uk/data/fish_farms_monthly_biomass_and_treatment_reports.aspx


Marine Harvest (re-named Mowi in 2019 despite objections from the Mowinckel family who did 

not want their good name dragged into the gutter) only established a new salmon farm at Am 

Maol on the Isle of Muck in 2014 (in 2018 Mowi announced they wanted to expand the 

biomass).   Yet they reported a dozen doses of Emamectin benzoate between 2014 and 2018: 
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Mowi's salmon farm at Camas an Leim in Loch Torridon has reported 28 monthly uses of 

Emamectin benzoate since 2010.   

 

 

 
 

The Scottish Salmon Company's salmon farm at Plocrapol - labelled as a 'vipers nest' by the 

company in leaked emails and a site which the company wants to expand further - has reported 

26 doses of Emamectin benzoate since 2012 with 5 reported in 2018 and another 5 doses since 

November 2019: 
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Scottish Sea Farms has reported 18 monthly doses of Emamectin benzoate at their Lismore B 

salmon farm since 2010 with 9 doses between March 2018 and May 2020:  

 

 
 

 

In 2019, a scientific paper authored by staff at SEPA detailed the "Negative effects of the sea lice 

therapeutant emamectin benzoate at low concentrations on benthic communities around Scottish 

fish farms" with research conducted at salmon farms in Shetland.  The scientific paper 

concluded: (EmBz = Emamectin benzoate; and Tef = Teflubenzuron):  
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Whilst SEPA delays acting on the science - and in fact relaxes rules event further - Norwegian-

owned salmon farming companies are flooding Scottish lochs with toxic chemicals.  The Scottish 

Salmon Company has reported 26 doses of Emamectin benzoate at their St. Molios salmon farm 

in Lamlash Bay since 2011 (with 6 doses in 2016 and 7 doses in 2014):  

 

 
 

The Scottish Salmon Company has reported 14 doses of Emamectin benzoate at their disease-

ridden salmon farm at Strondoir Bay in Loch Fyne since October 2015:  
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Recent peer-reviewed scientific research has added to the weight of evidence against the use of 

Azamethiphos, Deltamethrin, Emamectin benzoate, Hydrogen peroxide and Imidacloprid in 

salmon farming.    

 

In September 2020, the Institute of Marine Research in Bergen reported: 

 

 
 

Read more via the scientific paper: "The impact of anti-sea lice pesticides, azamethiphos and 

deltamethrin, on European lobster (Homarus gammarus) larvae in the Norwegian marine 

environment" 
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Sadly, neither SEPA's 'Scottish Pollutant Release Inventory' nor Scotland's Aquaculture database 

include data on the use of the toxic chemical Hydrogen Peroxide, antibiotics or the carcinogenic 

chemical Formaldehyde.   

 

 
 

Data on the use of Hydrogen peroxide was obtained in 2017 via Freedom of Information 

revealing sky-rocketing use at salmon farms around Scotland - spearheaded by Mowi (then 

named Marine Harvest) and Grieg Seafood. 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/02/press-release-sky-rocketing-chemical-use-on-scottish-salmon-farms-.html
https://vimeo.com/324833248
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2017/02/press-release-sky-rocketing-chemical-use-on-scottish-salmon-farms-.html


Scientists in Norway have published scientific evidence of the toxicity of Hydrogen peroxide: 

 

 
 

 
 

https://www.int-res.com/abstracts/aei/v11/p1-17/
https://www.int-res.com/abstracts/aei/v11/p1-17/


Norwegian-owned salmon farming companies have also been in the vanguard in terms of the use 

of antibiotics in Scotland.  Data obtained via Freedom of Information in 2017 revealed ongoing 

antibiotic use at salmon farms with Mowi (then named Marine Harvest) accounting for 87% of 

all antibiotics used between 2002 and 2015: 
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Data on antibiotic use in Scottish salmon farming from 2017 to 2019 was published earlier this 

month by the Veterinary Medicines Directorate: 

 

 
 

In view of the horrors lurking on salmon farms in Scotland it is not surprising that Norwegian-

owned companies have attempted to bury damning evidence and hire lawyers to attempt to 

prevent disclosure of 'commercially damaging' photos and video footage.   

 

 
 

Read more via: Norwegian Government Asked to Divest from 'Unethical' & 'Irresponsible' 

Scottish Salmon!  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/936107/UK-VARSS_2019_Report__2020_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/936107/UK-VARSS_2019_Report__2020_.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/media-backgrounder-the-welfare-nightmare-of-scottish-salmon-.html
https://theferret.scot/salmon-firms-diseased-fish-photos/
https://theferret.scot/salmon-firms-diseased-fish-photos/
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/09/mowis-legal-threat-over-filming-at-proposed-toxic-neonicotinoid-site-in-loch-ailort-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/norwegian-government-asked-to-divest-from-unethical-irresponsible-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/norwegian-government-asked-to-divest-from-unethical-irresponsible-scottish-salmon.html
https://scottishscamon.co.uk/news


2) Video footage obtained via secret filming provides evidence of shocking welfare abuse, lice 

infestation, infectious diseases and mass mortalities.   

 

Last month (15 October 2021), Inside Scottish Salmon Feedlots published shocking video 

footage of mass mortalities at The Scottish Salmon Company on the Isle of Gigha: 
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STV News reported (20 October 2021):  
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The same company – The Scottish Salmon Company – has been caught using Acoustic Deterrent 

Devices illegally (and by definition, irresponsibly).   

 

 
  

 

https://twitter.com/ClydePorpoise/status/1449073663496556550
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1409787474675744771


Last month, a whistleblower who worked for Mowi leaked photos detailing welfare abuse of 

farmed salmon.  Even Mowi’s own workers believe that the company is irresponsible!   
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In 2018, another whistleblower working on the disposal of hundreds of thousands of dead 

salmon in Kilbrannan Sound (a salmon farm certified via RSPCA Assured) leaked gruesome 

photos of welfare abuse of farmed salmon which had been flayed and skinned alive in storms: 
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In September 2021, The Scottish Salmon Company was caught on camera acting irresponsibly at 

their West Strome salmon farm in Loch Carron (a Marine Protected Area). 
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https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1441376122654978054


Does this really look like ‘responsible’ salmon farming? 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/09/videos-of-welfare-abuse-at-the-scottish-salmon-company-in-loch-carron-west-strome-salmon-farm.html
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Former salmon farm worker Jamie Moyes can testify personally to the irresponsible nature of 

salmon farming: 
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In September 2021, the Kate Winslet-narrated film ‘Eating Our Way to Extinction’ premiered in 

cinemas and is now streaming online via iTunes, AppleTV, Google Play, Amazon and You 

Tube: 
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The use of toxic chemicals – including the carcinogenic chemical Formaldehyde (Formalin) – by 

salmon farms in Scotland does not look very responsible.  
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The Ferret reported in May 2020: 
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Scottish Salmon Watch certainly do not believe that “responsibly certified” Scottish salmon 

exists – especially at salmon farms which use toxic chemicals, have high levels of lice 

infestation, infectious disease problems, waste pollution, mass mortalities and kill seals! 

 

 
 

In early 2022, Scottish Salmon Watch will be publishing a new report called ‘Greenwashing 

Scottish Salmon’. 
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https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1376783896281559040
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/03/netflix-exposes-disease-ridden-scottish-salmon-as-sponsored-by-the-rspca-asc.html


In July 2021, secret filming inside four RSPCA Assured salmon farms operated by Mowi around 

the Isle of Shuna in the Sound of Jura and Shuna Sound revealed horrific lice infestation, 

mortalities and welfare abuse.   
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In August 2021, Seaspiracy posted video footage on Instagram which was watched over 1 

million times.   
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The Mail on Sunday reported (25 July 2021): 
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In view of the shocking video footage shot inside their cages it is not altogether surprising that 

Mowi’s lawyers are taking legal action to stop the public getting close to their lice-infested 

salmon.   
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In May 2021, secret filming exposed welfare abuse and infectious diseases at Scottish Sea Farms 

in Loch Spelve on the Isle of Mull: 
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In May 2021, Scottish Salmon Watch filmed diseased salmon dumped in North Uist: 
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In March 2021, Compassion in World Farming published shocking video footage shot inside 

salmon farms across Scotland.   

 

 
 

 

 
 

Does this photographic evidence from Compassion in World Farming – sourced from video 

footage taken inside salmon farms across Scotland – corroborate or counter marketing claims of 

‘responsibly farmed’ or ‘responsibly sourced’ Scottish salmon? 

https://www.ciwf.org.uk/news/2021/03/murky-depths-of-the-scottish-salmon-industry-exposed-in-new-undercover-investigation
https://www.ciwf.org.uk/news/2021/03/murky-depths-of-the-scottish-salmon-industry-exposed-in-new-undercover-investigation
https://ciwf.assetbank-server.com/assetbank-ciwf/images/assetbox/acacf722-717d-46b8-a03e-05473c23360c/assetbox.html
https://theferret.scot/suffering-endemic-scottish-salmon-farms-video/
https://www.ciwf.org.uk/news/2021/04/scottish-salmon-investigation-makes-waves
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A damning report – “Underwater Cages, Parasites and Dead Fish” - published in March 2021 by 

Compassion in World Farming and OneKind exposed the welfare nightmare of salmon farming 

in Scotland: 
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In March 2021, Netflix’s Seaspiracy exposed mass mortalities and infectious diseases inside the 

salmon farming industry in Scotland – including at RSPCA Assured and ASC-certified Mowi: 

 

 
 

The video footage shot by Scottish Salmon Watch at Mowi's Gorsten salmon farm when the 

producers of 'Seaspiracy' filmed in November 2018 does not exactly exude ‘responsible 

farming’: 
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https://vimeo.com/301824063


In February 2021, Animal Equality published undercover video footage of welfare abuse inside 

The Scottish Salmon Company’s slaughterhouse at Ardnish on the Isle of Lewis. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Read more via: The Times: “Waitrose salmon supplier Scottish Salmon Company ‘let fish die on 

the floor’” 

https://animalequality.org.uk/act/scottish-salmon
https://animalequality.org.uk/act/scottish-salmon
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/waitrose-salmon-supplier-scottish-salmon-company-let-fish-die-on-the-floor-9p30lw78w
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/waitrose-salmon-supplier-scottish-salmon-company-let-fish-die-on-the-floor-9p30lw78w
https://animalequality.org.uk/act/scottish-salmon
https://animalequality.org.uk/act/scottish-salmon


In December 2020, BBC Countryfile featured damning video footage of lice-infested farmed 

salmon – certified via RSPCA Assured – at a salmon farm operated by Scottish Sea Farms in 

Loch Creran: 
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https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/12/bbc-countryfile-features-lice-infested-rspca-assured-salmon-.html
https://vimeo.com/474159662


In September 2020, Scottish Salmon Watch exposed the disease-ridden nightmare at Mowi’s 

RSPCA Assured salmon farm in Loch Torridon (leading to the threat of legal action): 

 

 
 

In September 2020, Scottish Salmon Watch exposed the welfare nightmare of RSPCA Assured 

Kames Fish Farming in Loch Tralaig: 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/461506501
https://vimeo.com/461506501
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/09/mowis-legal-threat-over-filming-at-proposed-toxic-neonicotinoid-site-in-loch-ailort-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/09/welfare-abuse-at-rspca-assured-kames-fish-farm.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/09/welfare-abuse-at-rspca-assured-kames-fish-farm.html
https://vimeo.com/462532313
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/09/welfare-abuse-at-rspca-assured-kames-fish-farm.html


When consumers conjure up images of “responsibly farmed” and “responsibly sourced” Scottish 

salmon is this really what they mean? 

 

 
 

 

 
 

https://vimeo.com/459078445
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/09/welfare-abuse-at-rspca-assured-kames-fish-farm.html


In July 2020, Scottish Salmon Watch lifted the lid on RSPCA Assured Mowi salmon in Loch 

Greshornish: 

 

 
 

 

https://vimeo.com/441103390
https://vimeo.com/441103390
https://mobile.twitter.com/thegaaia/status/1286542909786001410
https://vimeo.com/441103390


In October 2019, Scottish Salmon Watch published video footage of RSPCA Assured farmed 

salmon being tortured by Mowi in a ‘Thermolicer’ in Loch Leven.   

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/10/video-exclusive-thermolicer-tortures-salmon-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/10/video-exclusive-thermolicer-tortures-salmon-.html
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1181806004301946880
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/10/video-exclusive-thermolicer-tortures-salmon-.html


In July 2019, Scottish Salmon Watch filmed inside an RSPCA Assured salmon farm at ‘Bay of 

the Dead Heads’ in the Sound of Jura operated by Norwegian giant Mowi: 

 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/07/secret-filming-in-scotland-july-2019-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/07/secret-filming-in-scotland-july-2019-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/07/secret-filming-in-scotland-july-2019-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/07/secret-filming-in-scotland-july-2019-.html


The secret filming – which exposed mass mortalities of ‘cleaner fish’ (lumpsuckers) - led to 

Mowi being rapped for welfare failures by the Animal and Plant Health Agency:  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/07/secret-filming-in-scotland-july-2019-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/11/sunay-nationalferret-salmon-company-mowi-rapped-over-fish-welfare-after-700000-deaths-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/11/sunay-nationalferret-salmon-company-mowi-rapped-over-fish-welfare-after-700000-deaths-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/04/censored-welfare-abuse-on-salmon-farms-.html


In April 2021, Scottish Salmon Watch wrote to the Secretary of State highlighting systematic 

failures in the policing and regulation of welfare abuse on salmon farms. 

 

 
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/04/letter-to-defra-re-welfare-abuse-at-scottish-salmon-farms-.html
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https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/04/letter-to-defra-re-welfare-abuse-at-scottish-salmon-farms-.html
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1382568892539736067


When Scottish Salmon Watch visited Mowi's salmon farm in Loch Arkaig in July 2019 the 

discovery of a cache of carcinogenic chemical containers led to media coverage in The Sunday 

Times. 
 

 
 

In June 2019, Scottish Salmon Watch exposed welfare abuse at The Scottish Salmon Company 

in Loch Shieldaig: 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/07/exposed-mowis-cache-of-carcinogenic-chemicals.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/07/sunday-times-chemical-fears-at-scots-fish-farms-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/07/sunday-times-chemical-fears-at-scots-fish-farms-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/stv-news-on-scottish-salmon-welfare-nightmare-watch-online-now.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/stv-news-on-scottish-salmon-welfare-nightmare-watch-online-now.html
https://vimeo.com/347341760
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/06/stv-news-on-scottish-salmon-welfare-nightmare-watch-online-now.html


In May 2019, Scottish Salmon Watch uncovered the rotting corpses of disease-ridden Scottish 

salmon at Strondoir Bay in Loch Fyne. 

 

 
 

When Corin Smith filmed inside The Scottish Salmon Company's salmon farm at Vacasay in 

Loch Roag in August 2018 he found gruesome welfare abuse which was featured on the BBC 

One Show and BBC Panorama.  

 

 

https://vimeo.com/336355998
https://vimeo.com/336355998
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BuNB-W8sTMg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BuNB-W8sTMg
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2494331710668916
https://vimeo.com/336355998
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BuNB-W8sTMg


The Scottish Salmon Company's lice-infested farmed salmon can be seen streaming now on 

Netflix's 'Seaspiracy' – the salmon do not look “responsibly farmed” or “responsibly sourced”: 

 

 

 

Read more via: 

Caught on Camera - How the Go Pro Dealt the Death Blow to Salmon Farming 

Video Nasties of Dead Farmed Salmon Pile Up All Over the World!  

Backgrounder: Secret Filming Exposes the Welfare Nightmare of Factory Fish Farming 

The Go Pro Camera Never Lies (Unlike Salmon Farmers) 

https://www.netflix.com/watch/81014008
https://www.netflix.com/watch/81014008
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/10/caught-on-camera-how-the-go-pro-dealt-salmon-farming-the-death-blow.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2021/10/video-nasties-of-dead-salmon-pile-up-all-over-the-world-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/pr-horror-videos-reveal-welfare-abuse-inside-scottish-salmon-trout-cages-12-september-2021-5.pdf
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2019/10/the-go-pro-camera-never-lies-unlike-salmon-farmers-.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/.a/6a016766faffa0970b0263e99ad8b3200b-pi
https://vimeo.com/289307327


 3) Photographic evidence obtained via Freedom of Information and published online by the 

Scottish Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate details graphic images of welfare abuse at 

salmon farms across Scotland.   

 

 
 

The photographic dossier included: 
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https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html


  
 

 

 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html


  
 

 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html


  
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html


  
 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html


  
 

 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html


  
 

 
 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html


  
 

 
 

Read more via: Photo Dossier of Diseased, Deformed & Abused Scottish Salmon 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/02/photo-dossier-of-diseased-deformed-abused-scottish-salmon.html
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Further photos were published by the Scottish Government’s Fish Health Inspectorate later in 

2020 and in 2021: 

 
 

 

https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1247554784950878210
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1265549980686843906


 
 

 

 

https://donstaniford.typepad.com/my-blog/2020/11/the-camera-never-lies-about-scottish-salmon-.html
https://twitter.com/TheGAAIA/status/1395035156168196098


In June 2020, Scottish Salmon Watch revealed that over half a million (522,702) farmed salmon 

died shocking deaths due to the operation of the Thermolicer, Hydrolicer and Optilicer from 

2016 to 2019.  

 
 

Scottish Salmon Watch wrote in June 2020 to Scottish Ministers:  
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In June 2018, The Ferret reported: 

 

 
 

 
 

https://theferret.scot/pictures-diseases-farmed-fish/
https://theferret.scot/pictures-diseases-farmed-fish/
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Given the gruesome nature of the photographic evidence it is not surprising that lawyers 

representing The Scottish Salmon Company and Scottish Sea Farms threatened legal action to 

prevent publication.   

 

 
 

 
 

 

Read more via: REVEALED: Legal Threats to Prevent Publication of Damning Photographs 

 

https://theferret.scot/salmon-firms-diseased-fish-photos/
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In October 2019, Mowi was exposed as lobbying against publication claiming that ‘irresponsible 

use of photos’ would create fear in consumers. 
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The Ferret reported in October 2019: 
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Photos of dead seals – killed legally and illegally by salmon farms – also illustrate the 

irresponsible nature of salmon farming in Scotland.   Scottish Salmon Watch reported in March 

2021: 
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When shoppers see “responsibly farmed” and “responsibly sourced” Scottish salmon do they 

realize that over 1,000 seals have been killed on salmon farms over the last decade? 
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In February 2021, Scottish Salmon Watch Tweeted: 
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In June 2021, following a tip-off from a whistleblower, The Ferret reported: 
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Shamefully, the RSPCA’s farmed salmon standards permit the killing of seals. 
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Scottish Salmon Watch is of the view that the RSPCA has been co-opted, compromised and 

corrupted by the salmon farming industry who pay in excess of £500,000 per year to certify 

farmed salmon as ‘welfare friendly’ via RSPCA Assured.   
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The RSPCA Assured logo is therefore not a surrogate for ‘responsibly farmed’ or ‘responsibly 

sourced’ but instead is a measure of how irresponsible the greenwashing of Scottish salmon has 

become.   
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The RSPCA’s sordid role in greenwashing Scottish salmon – along with the ASC, Soil 

Association and Label Rouge - will be highlighted in a new report published in early 2022. 
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Last year, Scottish Salmon Watch wrote to the RSPCA asking them to stop certifying farmed 

salmon as 'welfare-friendly'.  

 

The truth about Scottish salmon is as ugly as it is unpalatable. 
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Just this week a new report – “Floundering Around: An assessment of where European retailers 

stand on the sourcing of farmed fish” - published by Changing Markets Foundation lambasted 

supermarkets for poor environmental and welfare performance on sourcing farmed fish. 
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This weekend (21 November 2021), French TV will broadcast an exposé of Scottish salmon 

including shocking video evidence of welfare abuse shot inside salmon farms in Scotland.   
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In conclusion, Scottish Salmon Watch argues that Scottish salmon should come stamped with 

environmental warning labels and ‘Irresponsibly Sourced’ stickers – certainly not advertising 

and marketing which falsely claims that the salmon is “responsibly farmed” and “responsibly 

sourced”. 
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