
Global Alliance Against Industrial Aquaculture, 6th September 2016  
 

Five-Year Stay of Execution for Scottish Salmon's Serial Seal Killers 
- U.S. outlaws killing of marine mammals by 2022 

 
Despite sceptical media reports, a new U.S. rule published last month explicitly states that 
salmon farms must stop killing seals in order to export to the lucrative U.S. market [1].  
Scottish salmon - the UK's #1 food export - now risks being banned from the £200 million 
per year U.S. market over Scotland's ongoing seal slaughter which exceeds 1,500 dead seals 
since 2011.  Importing countries will have a five-year interim exemption period (starting on 1 
January 2017) to implement a regulatory program that "prohibits the intentional killing or 
serious injury of marine mammals in all fisheries". 
 
"Scottish salmon farmers must bite the bullet and stop shooting seals or go bankrupt losing 
over £200 million per year in exports," said Don Staniford, Director of the Global Alliance 
Against Industrial Aquaculture.   "Scotland's serial seal killers have been served notice and 
should hang their heads in shame on death row until 2022.  Consumers around the world 
should immediately boycott farmed salmon sourced from lethal salmon farms.  Cheap and 
nasty farmed salmon - to steal Donald Trump's catchphrase on The Apprentice - you're 
fired!" 
 

 
 
"The regulatory definition of a commercial fishing operation includes aquaculture, and 
National Marine Fisheries Service will classify foreign aquaculture operations considering 
both intentional and incidental mortality and serious injury according to the requirements of 
this rule," stated the U.S. Federal Register on 15 August 2016.  "When making comparability 
finding determinations for farmed salmon imports, the National Marine Fisheries Service will 
evaluate measures to reduce interactions, prohibit intentional, and reduce incidental mortality 
and serious injury of marine mammals in foreign aquaculture operations as compared to the 
U.S. standards for aquaculture facilities (e.g., use of predator nets and the prohibition on 
intentional killing). 
 
Read the new U.S. rule in full via Fish and Fish Product Import Provisions of the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act 
 
The U.S. is the largest export market for Scottish farmed salmon accounting for 30,000 
tonnes in 2015 at a value of £215 million in 2014.  With 186,508 tonnes of Scottish farmed 
forecast to be produced in 2015 that means one in six or 16% of Scottish farmed salmon is 
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exported to the U.S.  Farmed salmon is the largest food export from Scotland, accounting for 
around 40% of total value and in 2014 it also topped the list of UK food exports. 
 
"The new U.S. rule is a body blow for Scottish salmon which is shamefully drenched in the 
blood of dozens of dead seals," said Staniford.  "In the spirit of the US/UK's 'special 
relationship', perhaps Scotland's lethal marksmen could be re-deployed on the new Mexican 
wall or on one of Trump's Scottish golf courses to deter ramblers?" 
 

 
 
 
Meanwhile along the West Coast of Scotland there are unconfirmed reports of seals and 
whales (a humpback whale was killed in a salmon farm off the Isle of Mull in 2014) leaping 
for joy and singing the Star-Spangled Banner.   
 

 
 

http://scottishsalmon.co.uk/exports/
http://www.scotsman.com/news/environment/seal-killing-a-vital-part-of-preserving-scottish-salmon-1-2156120
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2016/sep/05/rambler-sues-trump-golf-resort-scotland-breach-of-privacy?CMP=share_btn_fb
http://donstaniford.typepad.com/scottish_salmons_seal_kil/2014/07/salmon-farming-kills-whales.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3136304/Moment-two-seals-shot-near-salmon-nets-coast-Scotland-turning-water-red-blood-completely-legal.html
https://www.tumblr.com/tagged/cute-whales


In Shetland and Orkney, hotspots for seal killing, tourists spotted seals waving the American 
flag.  And in British Columbia (where 15 California Sea Lions were killed at a Cermaq-
operated salmon farm in the Clayoquot Sound UNESCO Biosphere Reserve between October 
and December 2015) sea lions were caught doing a Happy Feet dance. 
  

 
 
 
"The 1st January 2022 is a date for all marine mammals to put in their diaries," concluded 
Staniford.  "Marine mammals around the world voice a seal of approval to their very own 
Independence Day."    
 

 

http://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/aquaculture/reporting-rapports/docs/mar_mamm/control-lutte/2015-Q4-T4-eng.html
http://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/aquaculture/reporting-rapports/docs/mar_mamm/control-lutte/2015-Q4-T4-eng.html
http://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/aquaculture/reporting-rapports/docs/mar_mamm/control-lutte/2015-Q4-T4-eng.html
http://www.comozooconservatory.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/Sparky-Flag.jpg
http://look-cuter.myshopify.com/products/seal-of-approval


 
Scotland is not the only country killing marine mammals deliberately.  For example, official 
figures published by the Canadian Government for Q4 2015 (October-December) reveal that 
15 sea lions and 2 seals were killed at just two salmon farms in British Columbia: 
 

 
 
 
GAAIA's letter to the U.S. Department of Commerce of August 2015 also detailed other 
fatalities at salmon farms in Chile, Australia, New Zealand as well as Canada: 
 
"In addition to the killing of seals in Scotland, there are ongoing kills in Canada, Chile, New 
Zealand and Australia for example.  In Australia, seals have been killed on salmon farms in 
Tasmania (read more via "Tasmania's salmon trade casts deadly net").  Environment 
Tasmania report that: "As of June 2013, at least 144 protected seals have died as a result of 
fish farming in just four years".  The Tasmanian Times reported in July 2015: "the Tasmanian 
Government seal management strategy has resulted in normally protected seals being 
deliberately killed with Government approval".  
   
In New Zealand, dolphins and seals have been recently been reported killed in salmon farms 
in the Marlborough Sounds (read more via "Dolphins die on NZ King Salmon farms").  In 
Chile, a photo of salmon farmers killing a sea lion attracted the condemnation of both the 
Chilean Government and salmon farming industry itself in July 2015.  Sernapesca filed a 
formal complaint for animal abuse following the identification of the salmon farming 
company responsible (read more via "Sernapesca files formal complaint over salmon farm 
workers’ animal abuse").  In Canada, data on mortalities at salmon farms in British Columbia 
is routinely published online."   
 
Read more via:  
 
"Campaigners claim new NOAA rules could see Scottish salmon banned from US" 
"U.S. ban for lethal Scottish salmon- £200 million in exports killed off by seal slaughter" 
"End the slaughter of seals in Scotland now" 
"Charity makes plea to end seal shooting in Scotland"   
 
Notes to Editors: 
 
[1] The Federal Register's Fish and Fish Product Import Provisions of the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act (15 August 2016) states under 'Petition to Ban Imports': 
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Read correspondence online here  
 
Under 'Aquaculture' it states: 
 

 
 

http://donstaniford.typepad.com/files/letter-to-us-department-of-commerce-30-august-2015---with-follow-up-emails.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2016/08/15/2016-19158/fish-and-fish-product-import-provisions-of-the-marine-mammal-protection-act#h-31
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2016/08/15/2016-19158/fish-and-fish-product-import-provisions-of-the-marine-mammal-protection-act#h-8
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2016/08/15/2016-19158/fish-and-fish-product-import-provisions-of-the-marine-mammal-protection-act#h-31


 
NOAA's factsheet "Seafood Import Provisions under the Marine Mammal Protection Act" 
includes: 
 

 
 
[2] A legal opinion secured by the National Environmental Trust in 2005 (following the 
slaughter of seals by Marine Harvest Scotland) first raised the issue of a U.S. ban on imports 
of farmed salmon sourced from seal-killing salmon farms: 
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The Sunday Express reported in December 2005: 
 

 
 
In 2012, NOOA confirmed in a letter to Save Our Seals Fund that commercial fishing 
operations "includes aquaculture farms": 
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In 2012, The Sunday Express reported: 
 

 
 
John Robins, Secretary of Save Our Seals Fund in Scotland, said: "We have asked the US 
Department of Commerce to use existing US marine mammal protection laws to ban the 
import of salmon from Scottish floating factory fish farms. I hope the US Government can 
force Scottish salmon farmers to install seal exclusion nets, something the Scottish 
Government and the RSPCA have disgracefully failed to do. When you buy Scottish farmed 
salmon, even RSPCA-endorsed Scottish farmed salmon, you pay for bullets to shoot seals.” 
 
The Sunday Herald reported in September 2016: 
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Read more via "End the slaughter of seals in Scotland now" (The Sunday Herald, 4 
September 2016) 
 
 
Please note however that the statement above by the Scottish Salmon Producers' Organisation 
regarding "getting to zero" is misleading at best.  In fact, the killing of seals at salmon farms 
in Scotland is increasing not decreasing with 80 seals killed in 2014 compared to 95 in 2015.  
Moreover, of the 24 seals reported killed thus far in 2016 (only Q1 data is available online) 
all but one were killed by salmon farms.   
 
The Herald reported in October 2015: 
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Since official Government figures were disclosed in 2011, over 750 seals have been killed at 
Scottish salmon farms (read more via "Mapped: every Scottish salmon farm that shot seals") 
with over 800 killed by river fisheries and netting stations.  It is true that the number of seals 
killed by salmon farms in Scotland decreased between 2011 and 2014 (241 seals were killed 
by salmon farms in 2011; 208 dead seals in 2012; 105 dead seals in 2013; 80 dead seals in 
2014).  However, 2015 shows an increase back up to 95 and 2016 is shaping up into another 
year approaching 100 seals killed by salmon farms (if Q1's figure of 23 dead seals is any 
indication at all).    
 
Nor is the killing of seals by salmon farms an isolated incident practised by a few 'rogue' 
salmon farming.  For example, for the first quarter of 2016 official Government figures show 
that salmon farmers have already killed 23 seals including 10 by Scottish Sea Farms (Bight of 
Bellister, Vidlin North, Slocka Ronas Voe, Shapinsay, Kishorn West and Loch Spelve), six 
by Marine Harvest (Eilean Grianain, Isle Ewe, Torridon, Greshornish, Maol Ban) and four by 
Loch Duart in the Sound of Harris.  An analysis of the data in October 2015 revealed that 
Scottish Sea Farms (who exclusively supply Marks & Spencer) were Scotland's worst serial 
killers with 150 dead seals followed by Grieg Seafood Hjaltland (136 seals killed), the 
Scottish Salmon Company (128 seals killed) and Marine Harvest (76 seals killed).   
 
Read more via GAAIA's press releases: 
 
"U.S. ban for lethal Scottish salmon- £200 million in exports killed off by seal slaughter" (4 
September 2016) 
"Closing the Net On 'Seal-Friendly' Scottish Salmon" (29 December 2015) 
"Scottish Salmon Blinded by Seal Killing" (29 November 2015) 
"Stop Shooting Seals for Salmon Meals" (30 October 2015) 
"Cecil the Seal Killers Named & Shamed in Scotland - Call for Boycott of "Seal Unfriendly" 
Scottish Salmon" (30 August 2015) 
"VICTORY: Disclosure of Seal-Killing Salmon Farm Data Ordered by 21 August" (7 July 
2015) 
"Scottish Salmon's Secret Seal Killers! - FOI refusal prompts call for boycott of farmed 
salmon" (24 August 2014) 
"Lethal Scottish Farmed Salmon: Serial Seal Killers Named & Shamed!" (8 May 2013)  
"Scottish Salmon's Seal Killers Named & Shamed!" (2 December 2012) 
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